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PREFACE. 


THE  literary  age  in  which  we  live  has  been  eminently  fruitful 
in  productions  that  tend  to  efecidate  the  hitter/- and  Antiquities  of 
oar  towns  and  counties.  General  history .  appears  to  be  completely K 
exhausted,  and  tie  mine  of  topographical  inquiry  will,  for  many 
years  to  oome,  exercise  the  constant  assiduity  of  the  literary  world. 
Jn  lact,  these  appear  to  be  no  limits  to  inquiries  of  this  description 
and  even  seven  folio  volumes  have  been  founjl  scarcely,  adequate  to 
illustrate  the  history  of  a  single  courity  *.  It  may,  however,  ^drait 
of  a  serious  doubt,  whether  the  result  of  such  stupendous  labours  will 
prove  of  any  real  advantage  to  the  cause  of  truth,  or  tend  materially 
to  the  advancement  of  our  national  history.  The  object  of  their 
compilers*  who  are  in  general,  of  the  tribe  emphatically  called 
jfatiqmarieij-~+  race,  partial,  narrow-minded,  and  tfiid  to  the  real 
interests  of  mankind,— is,  for  the  most  part,  confined  to  the  deri- 
pherifig  of  dilapidated  tombsiones  and  wj&n-f  ajeri  charfers/  the  •re- 
storing of  heraldic  shields  and  obsolete  genealogies*  and  othe*  matters 
of  equal  importance;  while  the  great  cause:; of  iusiorie  truth  is 
thrown  contemptuously  into  the  shade.  But^wliire  we  thtaS  presume 
to  exercise  ai  rigorous  criticism  on  the  4abbafs;tff,theseu teen,  and 
mmfftf»'h  thatthey  ate,  with  few  exceptions,  devoid  of  generafi  nterest, 
we  nriist  at  the  same  time  confess,  that  they  are  replete  with  infor* 
i  highly  interesting  to  those  who  live  within  the  circle  of  their 


J  *  Tke  HUt&y  and  Antujmtie*  of  LeteeHeniire  have  been  lately  completed 

5  In  seven   folio  Volumes,' by  John  Nichols,   F.  A.  tf.  5    and  an  Account  <f 

J.  FoHbAtVe,  equally  ponderous,  by  the  Bev.  Thomas  Wbitajccr,  is  announced  to 

[  the  public 
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observation  ;  but  beyond  that  boundary  they  rarely  past,  unlets  for 
the  purpose  of  being  deposited  on  the  shelves  of  a  public  library 
where  they  lie  for  ages  disregarded  and  unknown. 

The  work,  wbich  is  now  offered  to  the  public,  labours  under  none 
of  these  disadvantages.    It  embraces  a  copious  fund  of  historical 
and  political  information,  Which  may  be  read  with  advantage  in  every 
province  of  the  British  Empire.     The  portion  occupied  by  anti- 
quarian research  is  necessarily  confined  within  contracted  limits,  as 
Belfast  is  a  tpwn  of  modern  creation  and  contains  not  a  single  .object 
deserving  the  notice  of  the  antiquary  :  but  that  which  is  devoted  to 
the  illustration  of  her  history,  is  highly  interesting  and  important 
In  this  respect  Belfast  aspires  to  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  scale 
of  the  British  Empire,  and  the  acts  of  her  inhabitants  have  Jong 
been  the  object  of  horror  or  admiration  to  a  large  portion  of  the 
civilized  world.   Her  virtues,  howevet,  aAume  on  comparison  a  de- 
cided predominancy  over  her  vices,  and  the  latter  must  undoubtedly 
throw  but  a  slight  stain  on  her  character,  when  brought  into  com* 
f>etition  with  the  glorious  measures  in  which  she  has  so  frequently 
tmd  so  largely  participated.   For  where,  throughout  the  extent  of  the 
British  empire,  has  there  existed  a  body  of  men  of  equal  number 
and  respectability,  which  h&s  taken  so  livery  an  interest  in  the  cause 
of  genuine  liberty,  or  so  repeatedly  stepped  forward  to  vindicate, 
or  secure  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  nation.    The  glorious  stand 
which  they  made  against  the  arbitrary  designs  of  Charles  I.  and  his 
imperious  master  Strafford  (p.  12.)  the  daring  usurpation  of-Crom* 
.well,  (p.  ffljptad  the  bigotled  and  intolerant  designs  of  James  it. 
{p.  58.)  must  endear  them  to  every  friend  of  freedom.    Their  affeo 
tionatt^ecefpfi&i  of  xhe"  gfoii0$rc  deliverer,  King  William,  «  who  ap- 
peared (s&y's  Belsham)  6grn  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  tyranny, 
persecution;  kndflppfe&foii,  indicates  the  light  in  which  they  viewed 
the  Reyo)ujtfon/o^l$&8,  (p.  78.)  and  the  spirited  show  of  oppo- 
sition dhjpr^ea*4i{liit  year  1715  and  1745,  (p.  89.)  when  the  sons 
of  James  II.  vainly  attempted  to  obtrude  their  hereditary  claims  on 
the  nation,  is  an  ample  testimony  of  their  abhorrence  of'*  Popery 
and  arbitrary  power/'    The  descent  at  Carrickfergus  in  1700  once 
'  more  beheld  them  in  arms  against  foreign  invaders  (p.  102.)  and  to 
their  magnanimous  exertions  is  Ireland  indebted  for  the  institutio* 
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ef  the  Volunteers,  whose  disinterested  efforts  in  favour  of  the  ex- 
tension of  Irish  commerce  and  the  cause  of  constitutional  liberty  will 
never  be  forgotten  (p.  138.)  The  share  which   Belfast  enjoyed  in 
the  promotion  of  these  objects,  is  placed  in  a  striking  point  of  view 
in  the  Collections  now  offered  to  the  public,  and  it  must  be  acknow* 
ledged  that  the  celebrated  Henry  Flood,  on   his  enrolment  into  her 
First  Volunteer  Company,  did  not  pronounce  an  overstrained  com- 
pliment, when  he  declared!  that  he  "  had  always  honoured  Belfast  at 
an  eminent  seat  of  commercial  and  constitutional  spirit,  and  as  the 
fruitful  parent f  of  men  worthy  to  be  called  so,  by  being  such  as  they; 
(p.  212.)  The  celebration  of  the  centenary  of  the  glorious  Revo* 
lutionof  1688  once  more  sealed  their  attachment  to  the  principles  of 
that  great  event,  (p.  8&7.)  and  the  exultation,  with  which  they  hailed 
the  downfal  of  civil  and  spiritual  despotism  in  France  in  the  year 
1789,  affords  a  decisive  proof  of  their  disinterested  solicitude  for  the 
universal  diffusion  of  liberty  and  peace  (p.  330, 852.)    Their  joy 
was  expressed  by  affectionate  congratulations  to  the  French  patriots 
(p.  352, 376)  and  by  annual  commemorations  of  the  destruction 
of  ihebastile,  conducted  with  pomp  and  magnificence,  and  calculate 
cd  to  impresa  on  innumerable  spectators,  a  conviction  of  the  vast 
.importance  which  they  attached  to  this  glorious  occurrence,  and 
sensations  of  gratitude  to  the  divine  providence  "  for  dispersing  the 
political  clouds  which  had  hitherto  darkened  our  hemisphere',"  (p.  348 
371.)    But  their  exultation  was  not  of  long  continuance.   A  crusade 
against  the  newly-acquired  liberties  of  the  French  people  was  under- 
taken by  the  despots  of  the  continent  in  the  year  1792.    It  proved 
at  first  unsuccessful,  and  furnished  our  townsmen  "overflowing  with 
joy,  publicly  to  declare  their  happiness  at  the  glorious  success  of  the 
French  arms  against  innumerable  hosts  of  enemies,"  (p.  383.)     In 
the  following  year  1793,  England  joined  this  detestable  confederacy, 
and  the  French  nation,  goaded  into  madness  and  desperation  by  fo- 
reign enemies  and  domestic  foes,  committed  die  most  horrible  enor« 
mities,  and,  after  a  long  and  desperate  struggle,  was  finally  compelled 
race  moreio  receive  the  disgusting  embrace  of  priestcraft  and  des* 
potism.     From  the  commencement  of  the  history  of  this  town  to  the 
close  of  the  year  .1790,  the  utmost  harmony  appears  to  have  prevail* 
cd  among  the  inhabitants.     They  were  all  embarked  in  one  common 
cause-— -the  cause  of  constitutional  liberty.    They  had  seen  their  effort* 
repeatedly  crowned  with  success,  and  their  true  line  of  conduct  am« 
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slited  in  pressing  forward  with  redoubled  teal  for  the  attainment  <jf 
tBeir  desires  in  the  path  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  For  this  pur. 
pose,  a  society  was  instituted  at  Belfast  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1790,  the  sole  object  of  which  was  to  effect  a  reform  of  parliament  <m 
constitutional'  principles;  (p.  534.)  It  was  denominated  the  Whig; 
Club,  and  in  its  formation  Lord  ChaflemoBt  had  the  principal  share- 
But  this  mode  of  proceeding  was  now  discovered  to  be  tedious  &r 
the  ardent  spirit  of  some  of  our  townsmen.  Adopting  in  their  uu 
most  and  dangerous  extent,  the  principles  of  liberty  and  equality 

,  and  deluded 'by  the  success  which  had  attended  the  exertions  of  the 
French,  they  began  about  this  period  to  eriteirtaiti  hopes ,  of  effecting 
an  entire  revolution  in  this  country  by  force  of  arms,  and  of  forming 
an  independent  republic,  founded  on  the  basis  of  universal  suffrage,* 
and  the  unrestrained  admission  of  Roman  Catholics  to  every  office 
in  the  state.  Such  was  the  object  which  entered  into  (he  views  of 
the  leading  conspirators,  but  despairing  of  being  able  to  effect  any 
thing  without  the  conjunction  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  they  eagerly 

-  solicited  the  co- ope  ration  of  that  numerous  body.  Accordingly  ad- 
vances towards  conciliation  iand  union  were  made  on  the  part  of  the; 
Protestants  in  the  summer  of  1790,t  which  were  as  ardently  etnV 
braced  by  their  Roman  Catholic  countrymen*— and"  it  is  unquestion- 
able (observes  Thomas  Addis  Emnhet,)  that  when  that  body  saw  it* 
self  likely  to  be  supported  by  a  considerable  portion  of  the  protestants, 
it  manifested  a  perfect  willingness  to  make  common  cause."  The 
operation  of  the  press,  that;  most  important  engine  in  popular  proceed- 
ing,  was  employed  with  singular  success  in  promoting  this  extfaordi* 
nary  coalition.  The  letter  of  William  Todd  J  ones  to  the  volunteers  re* 
viewed  at  Belfast  on  the  12th  of  July  1784  was  republished  and  the 
Argument  in  behalf  <f  the  Catholics  of' Ireland  by  Thtobatd  Wol/6 
Tone,  dated  from  Belfast  August  1,  1791{. is  said  to  have  produced 

"•See  T.  A.  EmmeCs  itssay,  p.  27,  and  Essays  by  Alexander  Knox,  p.  163L 
-f  The  original  prospectus  of  the'  association  of  united  Irishmen  was  circulated 
In  Dublin  in  June  1791.  "Its  peculiar  style  marked  throughout  with  that 
turbulent  and  gloomy  rhetoric  which  had  distinguished  the  well  known  Helot* 
Letter*  {composed  by  Dr  Drk**an  of  this  town)  made  it  scarcely  possible  to 
doubt,  that  the  same  hand  which  had  formerly  been  busied  in  stimulating  the 
Ulster  Volunteers,  was  now  employed  to  diffuse,  through  the  kingdom  at  large, 
a  better  concocted  and  far  more  deadly  poison."  See  Essays  by  Alex.  Knox, 
Lend.  1799.  (pi  139)  from  whence  may  be  derived  much  curious  information 
Relative  to  the  real  designs  of  the  United  Irishmen. 

$  An  edition  of  this  pamphlet ,  to  the  amount  of  6000  copies,  wa*  republish* 
by  the  United  Irishmen  of  Belfast.  The  5th  edition  is  said,  in  the  Title,  to  be 
reprinted  by  order  of  the  United  Irishmen,  1792.  It  received  a  solid  confutation 
in  a  Tract  entitled  Arguments  in  behalf  of  thtHwuinisU  reconsidered.  Dub.  1792. 
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artonWwng  effecU  cm  <th«  mind*  of  its  readers.  A  declaration  in  fa- 
vour of  the  civil  rights  of  the  Roman  Catholics  was  immediately 
adopted  by  the  fifsj  Belfast  volunteer  company— this  resolution  drew 
j&pup  the Roopmist*  assembled 'at  Jamestown  and  Elphin  (Aug  25, 
24,)  others  expressive  of  their  thanks,  which  were  forwarded  to  Bel- 
last*  and  4'tjiis  at  the  time  almost  unheeded  event  was  the  first  fbun- 
jdaiiop  of  an  union,  which  in  its  progress  seemed  destined  to  strike  a 
tremendous  blow  against  British  connexion."9 

.  $och  were  the  steps  preparatory  to  the  formation  of  the  celebrated 
QpciKTY  on  United  Ibishmen,  which  was  instituted  at  Belfast  in  ' 
the  following  month  of  October— "for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
a  brotherhood  of  affection,  an  identity  of  interests,  a  communion  of 
rights,  *&<!  **  wiio£f  of.  powbr  among  Irishmen  of  all  religious 

*  Emmefe  Etsay,  pi  15.— The  Reply  to  the  Jamestown  Address  having 
been  omitted  at  page  358,  is  here  inserted  :— 

At  a  general  meeting  of  all  the  Volunteer  Companies  of  Belfast,  held  at  the 
linen  Hall,  October  4,  1791,— Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  following 
answer  be  tMftsmitted  to  the  Roman  Cathodes  assembled  at  Jamestown  the 
Sad*  and  at  Elphin  the  24th  of  August  last. 

X3t9tiemc*,—rlt.  gives  us  the  highest  satisfaction  to  find  by  your  betters  of 
the  23d  and  24th  of  August  last,  that  the  sentiments  contained  in  our  de* 
claration  should  so  heartily  meet  your  approbation ;  and  we  shall  be  exceedingly 
happy  to  cultivate  a  correspondence  with  you  on  every  occasion  'where  oar 
joint  efforts  may  .tend  to  restore  to  Irishmen  their  long  lost  rights.     « 

You  are,  or  ought  to  be  engaged  in  our  cause ;  it  is  a  National  cause.  We 
have  spoken :— We  have  said  that  the  constitution. of  this  country,  if  it  desirta 
or  deeeWea  to*  be  free,  must  comprehend  The  People*  We  have  said  that  the 
first  law  is  the  general  will,  and  the  determination  of  that  will  must  be- 
that  every  citizen,  without  distinction  of  birth,  possessions,  or  talents,  should 
enjoy  the  natural  right  of  serving  God  according  to  his  conscience,  and  the 
power  of  defending  these  rights.— -We  have  said,  that  no  man  can  be  ftee, 
whose  life,  property,  and  opinions  are  at  the  discretion  of  others,  in  whose 
appointment  he  has  no  choice,  and:  over  whose  conduct  he  has  no  controul.— , 
We  have  said,  therefore,  that  our  great  object  was  to  effectuate  an  adequate 
representation  of  the  people  in  parliament,  to  destroy  the  despotism  of  dig* 
cretionary  obligation,  and  to  conduct  the  community  by  the  impulse  of  its 
own  will  •  Of  this  will,  you  form  a  great  part.  —If  to  be  free,  a  nation  has  only 
to  will  it*  let  us  will  it^^Jet  all. our  enmities,  seat  with  the  bones-of  our  ancee* 
tors.  Differing  in  our  religion  as  we  differ  in  our  faces,  but  resembling  each 
ether  in  the  great  features  of  humanity  ;  let  us  unite  to  vindicate  the  rights  of 
our  common  nature ;  Jet  the  decisive  and  unanimous  voice  of  the  society  at 
large,  of  the  body  of  the  people,  the  mighty  and  irresistible  whole,  be  heard* 
It  wifl,^jt  must  be  obeyed. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  SIXCLAIRB,  Chairman. 
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persuasions."  (p.  358.)— And  in  their  first  declaration  signed  by  Its* 
bertSimms  of  Belfast,  they  state, as  their  "heavy  grievance,"  that  they 
"  have  no  national  government,"  and  "  as  its  effectual  remedy/9  they 
pledge  themselves  to  procure,  by  all  due  means,  a  complete  and  radi* 
<al  reform  of  the  representation  of  the  people  in  parliament,  including 
Irishmen  of  every  religious  persuasion.  The  efforts  of  this  society 
were  at  the  same  time  powerfully  seconded  by  a  declaration  of  the 
Catholic  Society  of  Dublin,  (signed  by  Theob.  Mc  Kenna,  secretary 
Oct  21. 179W  wno  loudly  proclaim  their  conviction,  "that  the  mere 
repeal  of  the  laws  against  them  will  prove  but  feebly  beneficial,  un- 
less the  act  be  sanctioned  by  the  concurrence  of  our  Protestant  breth- 
ren, and*  those  jealousies  removed  by  which  the  social  intercourse  of 
private  life  is  interrupted.  It  is  time  we  should  cease  to  be  distinct 
nations,  forcibly  enclosed  within  the  limits  of  one  island. — Country- 
men !  too  long  have  we  suffered  ourselves  to  be  opposed  in  rival  factions 
to  each  other,  the  sport  of  those  who  felt  no  tenderness  for  either. 
WHy  should  a  diversity  of  sentiment,  so  usual,  where  ^be  matter  in 
debate  is  abstruse  or  important  separate  those  whom  heaven  place 
together  for  mutual  benefit  and  consolation."  But  the  most  efficient 
advocate  in  allaying  the  religi6us  animosities  of  the  contending  sects, 
and  gradually  leading  the  members  of  the  new  society  from  disaffec- 
tion to  treason,  from  treason  to  open  insurrection,  was  the  well  known 
paper  entitled  the  Northern  Star,  which  never  ceased,  from  its  com- 
mencement in  Belfast,  in  January  1792,  until  jts  forcible  dissolution 
jn  1797,  to  pursue  with  undeviating  devotion  the  interests  of  the 
cause  of  the  United  Irishmen. fp.36l. ) 

During  the  year  1?92,  the  society  received  daily  accessions  of 
strength,  and  while  the  peaceful  friends  of  constitutional  reform  were 
eagerly  bent  on  the  attainment;  of  that  salutary  object,  their  United 
townsmen  displayed  the  most  unremitting  zeal  in  promoting  the  in- 
terests of  the  conspiracy  in  which  they  had  engaged.  Innumerable 
declarations,  addresses,  and  resolutions,  expressive  of  their  sentiments* 
were  poured  from  the  press  in  defiance  of  the  menaces  of  the  Attor- 
ney General ;  Jacobin  Clubs  were  established,  (p.  388.)  and  the 
volunteers—"  the  soldiers  of  liberty— were  exhorted  to  be  firm,  to 
increase  their  numbers,  to  perfect  their  discipline,  to  unite  and  per- 
severe, and  as  they  had  saved  their  country  from  foreign  invasion, . 
-  and  rescued  her  from  foreign  legislation— should  a  contest  for  liberty 
ever  become  necessary,  we  trust  you  will  rescue  her  from  internal 
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oppression."  (p.  3pS.)  Early  in  the  following  year  1 795,  the  firat 
Belfast  Regiment  of  National  Volunteers  was  embodied.— 
Every  thing  now  conspired  to  indicate  that  the  conspiracy  was  ready 
to  explode,  and  the  alarming  report  of  the  secret'  committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords  justified  the  serious  apprehensions  of  government.* 
On  the  11th  of  March,  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  prohibiting  meetings  of  armed  asso- 
ciations unauthorised  by  law  (p.  4170  By  this  seasonable  exercise 
of  authority,  the  schemes  of  the  conspirators  were  considerably  re- 
tarded, though  their  zeal  remained  unabated.— But  it  was  not  till 
after  the  recal  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  in  March  17$5»  when  it  was  per- 
ceived to  be  the  unalterable  determination  of  government  to  with- 
hold  the  weight  and  influence  of  the  Roman  Catholics  from  the  ex*  , 
erase  of  legislative  and  executive  authority  in  the  state,  that  the 
conspiracy  assumed  renovated  strength.  An  entire  military  re- 
organization of  the  United  system  took  place  in  Belfast,  and  the 
most  vigorous  measures  began  to  be,  adopted,  (p.  484.)  ,  Alarmed  at 
these  appearances,  and  having  received  positive  information  of  an 
intended  invasion  of  the  French,  the  government  found  it  necessary 
(October  1796)  to  suspend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  to  the 
operation  of  this  law,  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  are  in* 
debted  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives  from  the  bayonet,  or  an 
ignominous  death  on  a  scaffold.  In  the  month  of  December  1796 
the  Country  was  miraculously  saved  from  the  horrors  of  a  French 
invasion;  the  most  insidious  tergiversation  was  employed  on  this 
occasion  by  Arthur  O'Connor  and  Counsellor  Sampson,  who  were 
deeply  engaged  in  the  conspiracy,  to  dissuade  the  inhabitants  from 
adopting  a  constitutional  plan  of  defence,  but  their  efforts  were  un- 
availing. A  Corps  was  immediately  embodied,  and  to  the  great 
chagrin  of  the  conspirators,  joined  by  many  of  those  who  had 

•  ««  Thi*  imitation  of  republican  principles  and  language,  accompanied 
with  extravagant  demands  and  menaces,  published  with  a  view  to  intimidation^ 
alarmed  all  men  of  title,  rank,  and  hereditary  fortune,  dissolved  the  opposition 
in  parliament,  prompted  timid  men  to  cling  about  the  castle,  or  wukjor  <m 
Union  with  Britain ;  and  inclined  even  some  resolute  and  determined  patriot,* 
to  postpone  a  reform  to  calmer  times."-— Such  was  the  effect  of  these  violent 
and  precipitate  measures,  as  the  judicious  Editor  of  the  Bdfa$t  Politic* 
observes  in  his  Preface  to  that  wtork,  p.  viiL  printed  at  Belfast  by  H.  Joy 

*oa.  rot    r  ; »    '  ■ 
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hitherto  furnished  ground  of  suspicion  that  their  object  was  net 

constitutional  reform,  but  convulsion  and  revolution.         :' 

During  the  year  17d7,  the  town  of  Belfast  exhibited  a  shocking 
scene  of  confusion  and  outrage— -of  assassinations^  informations, 
arrests,  and  military  violences.;  and  to,  such  ,a  state  of,  sub- 
jection  were  the  conspirators  reduced  by  the  unremitting  vigi- 
lance and  exertions  of  the  civil  and  military  powers  that  while  in- 
surrection had  burst  out,  in  the  following  year,  and  was  blazing 
forth  in  various  parts  of  Ireland,  not  the  slightest  symptom  of  com- 
motion betrayed  itself  here— and  the  editor  clearly  recollects  the 
death-like  silence  which  pervaded  the,  streets  when  the  counties 
of  Down  and  Antrim  resounded  with  the  noise  and  tumult  of  battle* 
The  usual  consequence  attendant  on  an  unsuccesful  insurrection  pow 
began  to  appear,  multitudes  of  prisoners  were  brought  in  from  the 
surrounding  country,  and  of  these  several  were  devoted  to  an  un- 
timely end  aqd  by  the  summary  mode  of  Court-marliaF.— 
Such  was  the  unfortunate  issue  of  this  ill-fated  conspiracy  in  the 
North  of  Ireland.  -..«.,. 

In  the  South,  the  progress  of  the  insurrection  was  not  so  speedily 
arrested,  and  as  the  conspirators  in  that  quarter  were. composed  al- 
most exclusively  of  Roman  Catholics,  pur  townsmen  now  enjoyed 
a  favorable  opportunity  of  observing  whether  they  stood  firm  to 
their  solemn  profession,  as  United  irishmen,—"  that  of  promoting  it 
brotherhood  of  affection,  and  an  indentity  of  interest  among  their 
countrymen  of  all  religious  persuasions."  Such  indeed  had  been 
the  lofty  hopes  entertained  of  them  by  their  fellow-conspirators  of 
the  protestant  persuasion,  but  they  now  experienced  a  mortifying  dig* 
appointment.  No  sooner  had  the  rebellion  exploded,  than  the  Ro- 
man  Catholics  displayed  al)  the  bigotry  and  intolerance  of  the  middle 
ages.*— Acts  of  the  most  savage  barbarity  were  committed  on 
their  unoffending.prQteatai^t)  neighbour*,  and  "no fact  i*tmtf6'ceritsin 
(says  J.  B.  Gbfdpn  ah  TrifiaMtant  of  the  County  of  ^  Wexford, /of,^ 
years,)  than,  that  the  tcommonrpeople  of  the  Catbolfc  pcntoasidtfM 
&U  parts,  whenever  thfe^'had  fypes  of  success  in  the  reJb^lw^«si*rf 

fbrmly  declared,*  that  no  other  form;  of  worship  than  tbti*  timi  nfttyt 

.  (    :  -  .>■     m   »i  * i  i..'     ,u< •  - :     <    ... ,::.'»'*.  w  >«>  *t>««u»y. 

•  Se* BtUkan*  Motrin  iqfti*  $tig* of  Gwrgt III.  Vol  3.  p^jfo '*     '    *~ 
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trer  b^ftrpdHed  andtbat  God  had  wver  intended  that  apy  other 
aboard  bpve  p|ace."-— Such  was  the  awful  prospect  which  nqw  pre- 
aented  itself  tp  the  eyes  of  the  Protestant  conspirators,  and  of  which 
they  had  been  repeatedly  forewarned— in  despair  and  disgust  they 
relinquished  all  thoughts  of  persisting  in  an  associaton  so  fatal  and 
delusive,  and  breaking  their  pikes,  retired  peaceably  to  their  habi- 
tations. Among  those  who  suffered  the  sentence  of  the  law  at 
Belfast  was  James  Dickey,  an  attorney,  and  leader  of  the  insurgents 
at  toe  battle  of  Antrim.  He  solemnly  declared  ashort  time  before 
Us  execution  that  the  Presbyterians  of  the  North  perceived  too  Jate 
that  if  they  had  succeeded  in  their  designs,  they  would  ultimately 
haveiiadlo  contend  with  the  Jloman  Catholics.* 


*  Wlica  ja*  reeoct  oa  the  inveterate  hostility  which  has  subsisted  among 
Jtafteataofts  andfteman  Catholics  e^er  since  the  reformation*  and  on  the  sense 
which  -the  former  has  invariably  entertained  of  the  inevitable  tendency  of  the 
prieeipie*  of  the  latter  to  promote  lu+Urmry  power  in  the  state,  and  intoU*  • 
rsneeiend  jwrsecntwt  in  the  church,  tt  must  surely  excite  surprise  that  a 
coalition  should  ever  have  been  formed  between  such  conflicting  parties,  tor 
the  purpose  of  extending  the  bounds  of  cteif  and  religious  liberty*  It  will  not, 
1  hepe*  appear  irrelevant  to  the  design  of  this  publication,  to  devote  a  few 
line*  to  the  cojme&ejion'  of  the  motives  which  actuated  each  party  to  lay 
aside  their  mutual  jealousies-end  animosities,  and  unite, in  ah  association  ap- 
parentlyso  anomalous  and  extraordinary «-«-Bver  since  the  oveithfow  of  the 
degrading  yoke  of  priestcraft  and  despotiani  in  France,  (a  nation  nominally 
Roman  Catholic)  the  Irish  Protestants  b&  entertained  new  and  favourable' 
views  of  the  disposition  of  Roman  Catholics  to  liberty  and  toleration.  "  A 
C<ukolk  eotmtry,  say«  (T»  A,  ftaamet,)  had*  uy  its  conduct,  contradicted  the 
frequently  repeated  dogma,  .that  Catholics  are  unfit  fir  #6ertty."--Such  waa 
the  principal  motive*  combined  with  the  visible  contempt  into  which  the  Papal 
pover  had  fallen  on  tike  continent,  and  the  diffusion  of  liberal  and  philo- 
sophic principles,  which  we  may  suppose  to  have  had  the  strongest'  weight 
irijth  the  projectors  of  the  United  Irish  system*  when  they  assembled  in  June 
2791,  to  consul^*4  whether  .the  Ronjanists  were  capaoe*  #*crtat}«,*'—- (See  Pro-  • 
stsehfto/Cnc  Society  J.  But  never  .did  any  men  labour  under  a  more  egregious 
mistake!  At  wcU  might  it  have  been  said,  thai  the  reformation  in  England 
wa&egecte4  by.  Roman  Catholics.  The  members  of  that  religion  in  France 
opposed  the  progress  of  liberal  principles  with  the  most  rancorous. majignity* 
They  awembieoUn  the  departments,  of  La  Vendee  and  La  Loire,  and  under 
the  appellation  of  the  Royal  Catholic  Army  and  the  banner  of  the.  Virgin 
Marj*  waged  incessant  warfare  against  the  government,  which  bad  presumed 
to  bora  the  Pope  in  effigy*  dissolve  the  monastriea,  and  grant  toleration  and  . 
aqaal  right*  ta  the  unoffending  Protestant*.—"  If  it  be  objected  to  me  (says 
that  ardent  Romanist*  Francis  Plowden,)  that  the  French  revolution  has  been  • 
produced  by  iomaa  Catholics  io  a  Roman  Catholic  country,  I  will  answer, 
usjU  no  man  oandenyA  that  it  has  been  planned,  carried  on,  and  fupported  by 
the.  most  avowed  and  determined  Atheists  and  deists  of  that  kingdom*  and 
ta  been  witformly  disretitAed  and  opposed  by  all,  those  who  were  actuated  by 
*nf  piindpte  of  eeligtpn  end  morality ^--Letter  to  HippisUy,  1814,. p.  154* 
la  short*  so  bo»uW  is  Popery  to  any  transition  .from  despotism  to  liberal 
ZBarigteajL  that  &  va*  a  favourite  saying  of  the  great  Mirabeau,  "  If  you  wisb 
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When  all  apprehensions  of  danger  were  removed  by  the  com- 
plete suppression* of  this  disastrous  insurrection,  the' question  of 
a  Legislative  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  was  brought  for- 
ward to  the  consideration  of  the  public.  On  this  momentous  occa- 
sion the  corporation  in  an  address  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis,  Lord 

for  a  revo\ution,  you  must  commence  with  effecting  a  total  extinction  of 
Catholicism  in  France."— (See  Fletcher  on  the  Spirit  of  Religion*  Controversy, 
Dub.  1806,  p.  178.) 

But  it  was  not  in  France  alone,  that  the  liberal  principled  of-  the  French 
devolution  were  opposed.  They  were  resisted  by  every  Roman  Catholic 
country  on  the  continent,  Italy,  Spain.  Austria,  and  •"  even  in  the  Catholic 
democracies  of  Switzerland  (says  Belshara)  the  spirit  of  religious  bigotry,  dili. 
gently  and  continually  fostered  by  the  priests,  completely  predominated  over 
that  of  civil  liberty,"  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  Protestant  states  fastened 
in  all  quarters,  unless  Where  they  were  restrained  by  the  strong  hand  of  the 
civil  power,  to  make  nearer  approaches  to  the' complete*  enjoyment  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty.— That  the  Irish  Romanists  participated  with  their 
orthodox  brethren  abroad,  in  a  detestation  of  French  principles,  it  is  im- 
possible to  deny.  However,  to  the  utter  amazement  of  all,1  they  entered 
warmly  (in  1792)  into  the  views  of  the  United  Irishmen,  and  stepped  forward 
as  ardent  and  disinterested  champions  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  /—Such  a 
monstrous  coalition  struck'  all  reflecting  men  with  astonishment,  and  the  long 
established  maxim  of  Popery  immediately  occurred  to  their  thoughts,  that 
"  no  methods,  whether  of  deceit  or  violence,  are  to  be  left  unattempted  for 
the  service  of  their  church,  which,  in  all  their  lowest  fortunes,  they  never 
suffer  to  be  removed  out*of  sight— that  all  forms  of  complaisance  and  dissi- 
mulation, of  civility  and  good  humour,  even  to  heretics  themselves,  are  to  be 
put  on,  to  inveigle  them  to  their  own  ruin,"— (Hoadley's  Sermons,  XI,  p.  220.) 
and  they  must  have  recollected  that  Queen  Mary,  before  she  commenced  the 
work  of  blood,  ««  commanded  all  her  loving  subjects  to  live  together  in  quiet 
'wort,  leaving  aside  those  new  found  devilish  terms  of  Papist  and  Heretic,'* 
and  that  the  plea  of  liberty  of  conscience  and  universal  toleration  was  .the  ladder 
by  which  James  II.  endeavoured  Jo  mount  to  the  summit  of  his  ambition, 
and  overthrow  the  constitution  which  he  had  sworn  to  support. 
'  T  t  may  be  inquired,  what  advantages  did  the  Irish  Romanists  hope  to  acquire 
t>y  this  temporary  abandonment  of  their  principl*s-i-this  bold  assumption  of 
the  cause  of  civil  liberty  and  toleration,  and  free  inquiry  P— Why,  they 
must  have  plainly  foreseen  that  if  the  principles  of  the  United  Irishmen  be* 
came  triumphant,  and  this  island  were  separated  from  the  authority  of 
England,  a  Parliament  almost  exclusively  Roman  Catholic  would  be  the  inevi- 
table consequence.  And'  with  such  a  glorious  prospect  before  their  eyes, 
could  they  resist  the  temptation  Of  embracing  the  United  Irish  doctrines,  and 
^0f  declaring  for  liberty  aud  equality  ?— This  necessary  consequence  of  the 
,  system  was  foreseen  by  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  the  projector  of  the  society, 
und  he  proposed  the  following  remedy— «•  If,  says  he*  there  be  serious 
grounds  fir  dreading  a  mqjdrity  of  Catholics  in  parliament,  they  may  be  re- 
moved by  a  very  obvious  mode;  extend  the  elective  franchise  to  such  Catholics 
only  as  have  a  freehold  of  £10  a  year.  By  this  you  will  restore  their  natural 
and  just  weight  to  the  sound  and  respectable  part  of  the  Catholic  community, 
without  throwing  into  their  hands  so  much  power  as  might  enable  them  to 
nrctAffc  tub  law."— (7\me>»  Argument,  5th  edit.  1799.)  Such  was  tbe 
cobweb  partition  which  this  man  held  forth  for  the  protection  of  the  Protestants 
against  the  insatiable,  exterminating  rage- of  those  who  are  taught  in  their 
authorised  Bible  that  their  priests  have  Authority  to  runisu  wtx«  dbatu  sucl* 
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Lietitenarit,  on  h]s  arrival  in  this  town*  expressed  their  conviction ' 
that  "  a  legislative  uhibn  with  Great  Briti an  founded  on  equal  and 
liberal  principles,  will  be  productive  of  interior  concord  and  Iran* 
quiiity  to  this  nation,  and  of  general  power,  happiness  and  consequence 
to  the  empire,"— but  it  is  not  recorded  that  the  inhabitants-  at 
large  declared  their  sentiments  on  the  policy   of 'this   measure. 

persons  as  refuse  to  obey  their  decisions  on  the  subject  of  religion,— -(Sea, 
pages  86  and  58  of  these  Collections,  note.)  And  can  it  be  supposed  that  the 
Romanists  would  have  acquiesced  in  this  feeble'  bulwark  recommended  by 
Tone,  aw  that  it  would  have  been  permitted  to  stand,  even  for  an  instant, 
against  the  fury  of  an  overwhelming  Catholic  population  ?-r-Or  that  when  they 
were  enabled,  by  'means  of  their  preponderating  majority  to  dictate  tbbjuw, 
they  could  have  keen  restrained  from  yielding  to  the  evil  propensities  of  human 
nature,  and  the  unchanged  and  unchangeable  dictates  of  their  church  ?— 
Fortunately  their  projects,  -when  attempted  to  be  carried  into  execution,  wet* 
unsuccessful,  and  Irish  Protestants  only  tasted  a  small  portion  of  those  horrora 
which  were  prepared  for  them — but  still  more  fortunately,  the  Irish  parlia- 
ment was  shortly  after  extinguished,  and  thus  the  hopes  of  the  Romanists  to 
arcTAT*  mm  Law  in  this  island  were  frustrated  for  ever. — Whatever  hopea 
they  may  entertain  at  present  from  the  favourable  disposition  of  the  Imperial 
Legislature  towards  them,  it  appears  incontrovertible' that  their  claims  were 
absolutely  inadmissible  before  toe  Union,  (See  Cooke's  Argument/or  and  against 
on  Union,  p.  25^-Redfoord*s  Union  Necessary  to  Security,  p.  74.'— Lore? 
Minima  Speech,  en  Union,  p.  74* — Consideration*  on  the  State  of  Public  Affairs*. 
1999,  p.  34.  &c.)  and  although  their  leaders  are.  now  struggling  to  effect  a 
repeal  of  that  measure,  yet'  let  Protestants  beware  of  giving  any  countenance)' 
fba  project  so  replete  with  the  most  ruinou*  consequences,  and  let  them,  ae 
they  valve  their  Kves>  their  liberty,  and  religion,  be  indelibly  impressed  with 
v  this  momentous  truth,  that  an  infrangibly  determined  adherence  to  the  British 
connexion  (so  long  as  Papists  form  the  majority  of.  the  inhabitants  of  (hie, 
islandy  ieebeofately  necessary  to  their  existence. 

Another  circumstance  which  contributed  most  materially  to  promote  the' 
association  of  religious  sects  in  the  year  1791,  was  the  visionary  scheme  of 
unlimited  religious  liberty  wttich  occurs  so  .frequently  in  the  declarations  of 
the  United  Irishmen-**"  that  no  man  should  be  restrained  in  the  exercise  o£ 
his  religious  opinions,'*^"  that  political  inequality  should  not  result  from 
religious  opinions."— Such  indefinite  propositions  are  quite  untenable,  and 
contradicted  by  the  moat  eminent  writers  on  religious  toleration.  The  tenth 
article  of  the  celebrated  Declaration  of  the  French  National  Assembly,  state* 
the  question  with  much  more  precision:—1*  Mo  man  ought  to  be  molested 
en  account  of  his  opinions*  not  even  his  religious  opinions  ;  provided  his  avowal 
of  them  does  not  disturb  the  public  orders*—  Again,  "  If  there  be  religious  tenets* 
which  can  influence  even  remotely,  the  public  conduct  of  the.  citizen,  or  which 
ean!fead  to  the  admission  of  opinions,  by  which  the  peace  and  well  being  of 
Society  may  be  affected,  such  tenets  may  become  the  matter  of  legal  discussion, 
and  beptescHbed."— (JBeWagte*'*  Rights  o/Dupcnters,  Birmingham  1789,  p.  % 0.) 
Now  all  reffectmg  Protestants  have  constantly  maintained,  that  the  tenets  of 
Papist*  ere  dangerous  to  civil  society*  and  productive  of  slavery  and  intoler- 
.ance  ;  and  so  impressed  was  the  Emperor  Mapolepn  with  this  truth,  that  he 
declared  in  ftfCttto  bis  legislative  assembly, — "  that  the  spiritual  influence 
exercised  in  his  states  by  a  foreign  sovereign  (the  Pope)  wa»  contrary  to  the 
independence  of  Prance,  and  to  the  dignity  and  safety  of  bis  throne."— I  shall 
conclude  this  note  with  the  dUta  of  two  of  the  most  celebrated  patriot*  of  the 
last  century  sWTfcf  epecaUriive  wore  el*  Papists  would  only  deserve  pity. 
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Whatever  may  have  been  ^tbeir  private    opinions  atthat  period 
ihcy  appear  now  to  be  fully  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  an  incor- 
poration ,of  the  two  kingdoms,  which  by  delivering,  us  from  a  dc* 
pendant  independence  has  removed  the  danger  of  a  fata)  rupture 
of  the  political  conoextort  of  the  two  islands.     After  a  lapse  of  IS 
year**  all  opposition  .on  this  head  except  among  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic leaders,7  and  the  selfish  and  monopolizing  Corporation  of  Dublin 
has  gradually  disappeared  and  its  most  ancient  and  inveterate'  ep- 
posers*  are  now  among  the  foremost  in  declaring  their  assent  to  a 
measure  of  such  infinite  necessity  and  wisdom.9 
«  The  inteival  which  elapsed  between  the  year  1801  and  1817  is 
not  marked  with  any  occurrence  of  much  importance*  in  the  annals 
of*  this  town*    Impressed  with  the  strongest  conviction  of  the  iau' 
practicability  of  a  succesful  revolt  against  the  power  of  Great  Brit- 
ain; and  of  the  dreadful  anarchy  and  fanatical  horrors  which  moat 
have  ensued,  Jiad  that  revolt  succeeded  according  to  their  wishes,  the; 
inhabitants  appear  to  have  relinquished  every  idea  of  revolution,  and 
tp  have  reposed  with  complacency  under  the  shelter  of  the"  existiug 
constitution^  with  all  its  imperfections.     The  audacipus  insurrection 
dfjjtmmet  and  Rassel  in  1803,  afforded  an  ample  demonstration  of  this 
alteration  in  their  political  feelings.    A  numetous  meeting  of  the  in- 
babitants  unanimously  expressed  their  "  horror  at  this  nefarious  at- 
temp  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Ireland/— ►and  two.  Volunteer  corps 
were  immediately  raised,  in  whose  ranks  were  conspicuous  many  of 

if  their  pernicious  influence  upon  society  did  not  require  and  authorise  cestmnt  ** 
ft ,oaD  Chesterfield.)—  ••  If  the  common  people  of  Kniland  once  lose  the* 
cry  against  Popery,  it  will  be  the  easiest,  matter  in  the  worlfl  to  take  away  their 
Xifterty."— <The  Immortal  Lo^dSoHirs.)  /. 

"  In  the  month  of  January  1817  the  Common  Council  of  Dublin,  published 
certain  resolutions  in  favour  of  a  repeal  of  the  Union,  founded  chiefly  on  the 
injury  which  their  skopJoceping  >ad  sustained  by  the  absence  of  the  members 
of  parliament  from  the  capital.  On  this  occasion*  the  Editor  of the  Dublin 
Chronicle  (a  noted  Roman  Catholic  leader)  hastens  to  offer  to  that  patriotic 
body  the  right  hand  of  fellowship — «•  We  thank  the  Common  Council ;  from 
our .  hearts  we  thank  them.  Forgotten  for  ever  be  their  intolerant  attacks  fen 
the  Catholics  !  Oh  Ireland  I  if  your  sons  would  become  nuked,  you  .would  he  t*> 
wncibk— your  chains  wouldfall  from  your  emaciated  form/1— The  sentiments 
of  the  author  of  the  Letters  to  Mr  Pitt,  and  the  ProUM  against  the  Union  on  this 
subject  are  highly  deserving  of  attention— pr  Drennan  •«  bagged  leave,  he  said, 
to  differ  ft *n  his  Dublin  friends,  and  to  assert,  that  on  the  event  of  a  full,  free, 
ant  frequent  representation  of  the  people  in  parliament  fpr  the  whole  empire 
he  would  be  reconciled  to  the  Union.  He  would,  not  unwillingly*  merge  his 
country  in  a  fair  and  faithful  representation  of  these  realms— for  what  is  country 
justly  considered,  but  a  free  constitution,  and  give  him  that  well  guaranteed* 
he  should  consider  himself  more  an  •  Irishman  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  or 
Mississipi,  than  he  does  now  on  the  banks  of  the  Lagan."  (—Dr  DrennanH  - 
Speech  at  At  town  meeting*  Belfast,  Feb*  13, 1&17.) 
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those  rten  trim  bad  figured  as  active  agitators  in  the  year  179S,  and 
who  embraced  the  present  opportunity  of  renouncing  thefo\\it»ol 
their fonper  career*— Since  that  period,  tht  commercial  interests  of 
the  town  have  advanced  with  astonishing  rapidity,  and'  the  increase 
of  population  and  erection  of  literary  and  charitable  institutions-fexhioit 
its  growing  importance  in  the  scale of  the  empire— hot,  at  the  same' 
time  it  most  be  confessed,  that  the  noble  mdependance  of  spirit  for 
which  the  inhabitants  were  once  so  celebrated  before  they  were 
seised  with  the  mania* of  revolution,  has  of  late  years  considerably 
evaporated,  and  the  subject  of  the  renovation  of  the  constitution  by 
means  of  a  reform  of  parliament,  has  lost  its  hold  on  their  mind* 
and  fallen  into  neglect. 

A  more  exhilarating  prospect,  however,  now  begins  tp  unfold,  it- 
self to  our  view.  A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  has  lately  (Feb.  15, 
181 7)  been  held,  lor  the  purpose  of  declaring  their  sentiments  on  the 
-  state  of  the  natiop,  and  the  necessity  of  a  reform  in  the  House  pf 
Commons ;  and  a  petition  in  favour  of  this  measure  has  been  adopted 
«nd  presented  to  parliamenU-cnarked,  not  with  that  boldness;  an<jl 
mdiseretion  for  which  this  town  was  formerly  characterised,  and 
which  in  almost  in  every  instance  defeats. its  object,  btjt  V.ith  tli'^ 
most  becoming  temperance  and  moderation,  and  "that  re*pec**nd 
deference  due  to  the  government  of  a  country  even  when  in  error*^ 
Such  conduct  must  infallibly  make  a  sensible  impression  m.  their  Us* 
vour,  and  operate  in  the  strongest  manner  towards  the  attainment 
of  that  truly  desirable  object,  which  is  of  such  vital  importance  to 
the  tranquility,  liberty,  and  existence  of  the  empire.  But  while  their 
endeavours  are  undeviatingly  directed  to  the  accomplishment  of 
their  desires,  let  them  constantly  bear  in  mind  that  it  can  only  be 
attained  by  constitutional  demands  and  constitutional  exertions,t  and- 

•  August  1803— His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  haft  been  pleased  to 
wp»  eomminioiw  for  the  following  gentlemen  to  be  offlceis  in  the  Belfast 
^mtoer  infantry  i  Edward  May,  Esqr.  to,  be  Captain—  William  Sinclair*, 
Jfisq.  let  Lieutenant~~Jfetei«  Getty,  Esq.  2d  Lieuteuant— Gilbert  M'llveem. 
**q.  ardLieatenanU-and  in  the  Volunteer  Merchants  Corps,  Thomas  Thomson 
&VL-Captain^Henry  Joy,  1st  LieutenauU-^fagA  Crawford,  2d  Lieutenant. 
oammei  Smith,  3d  Lieutenant. 

t  The  CoMSTiTonoic  as  settled  at  the  Gtoaiovs  feivotuTioN  of  1688  and 
cwfinned  by  various  acts  under  William  III.  ought  to  be  the  first  grand 
rwiying  point  of  Reformers.  We  then  enjoyed  Triennial  Parliaments, and  were 
^fo&tomfav'free  **&  frequent  election*  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Some  year* 
ago  Mr  Wharton  ••  pledged  himself  to  prove  in  a  committee  of  the  house,  that  all 
ttet  was  valuable  to  the  people  of  this  country,  aU  the  provisipns  which  were 
•Ufulated  to  secure  the  /wee  and  prosperity,  the  individual  liberty,  and  the 
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that  the  delusive  lights  held  out  by  prowling  incendiaries  if  ill  not 
only1  retard,  but  oppose: an  insurmountable  barrier  to  its  progress. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  town  have  too  long  b^ep  made  the  dupes  of 
4esigping  individuals,  by  whose  counsel*  they  have  been  led  into* 
projects  of  the  mopt  pernicious  and  dangerous  tendency,  and  perhaps 
men  of  their  open  and  unsuspecting  dispositions  will  never' be  en- 
tirely disengaged  from  emissaries  of  desperate  fortune  by  whose  ia« 
ajnuating  tongues  they  may  be  allured  to  their  ruin— Put  let  then 
beware  of  such  daring  impostors,  and  place  a  firm  and  steady  reliance* 
to  the  dictates  of  their  own  unbiassed  and  unadulterated  judgment, 
'  and  the  awful  lessons  of  past  experience. 

Belfast,      1 
April  1,  1817.  / 

general  property  of  the  people  of  this  land,  had  nil  been*  since  the  Revolution, 
taken  a«Mp"-—He  therefore  moved  "  that  a  cbmmittee  be  appointed  to  enqure 
Whether  any  of  those  provisions  have  been  taken  away— and  also  whether  any 
Of  them  may  be  fit  to  be  restored  in  order  that  the  people  may  recover  that 
•ituation  and  security  in  which  they  were  placed  by  the  Glorious  Revolution 
in  1688.**— (See  Tie  Trial  of  M.  Margarotin  179*,  p.  136.)— With  respect  t# 
the  extent  of  suffrage,  the  remark  of  the  author  of  Peace  and  jRcfbrm,  appears 
highly  judicious  and  important.— ««  The  true  object  of  a  reform,  is,  not  to 
give  every  man  bis  natural  right  of  a  Vote,  but  to  make  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ssdeptiufeni  of  the  executive  power,  or  of  a  small  number  of  wealthy 
men  and  to  make  it  act  upon  an  identity  of  interest  with  the  people.  The 
manner  in  which  this  would  be  best  accomplished,  would  in  my  opinion*  be 
tf*  Jfcifc  ^ik/<*tW'~p.  60.  v 
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.  /The  origin  of  the  Town  of  Belfast,  which  at  present  holds 
so  high  a  rank  in  the  commercial,  and  we  may  add,  the  .literary 
world,  is  involved  in  the  deepest  obscurity.  The  etymology  even 
of  its  name  is  totally  unknown,  and  in  order  not  to  be  entirely 
«iient  on  this  head,  we  are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  most 
vague  conjectures.  But  these  disadvantages  are  not  peculiar 
to  this  place,  since  the  capital  cities  of  England  and  Ireland 
labour  under  similar  uncertainties.  .  Several  concurring  circum- 
stances, however,  combine  to  render  it  probable  that  it  derived 
its  appellation,  Belfast,  from  Bela  Fearsad,  which  signifies  in 
the  Irish  language  the  mouth  of  a  ford;  for  near  the  present 
bridge  was  formerly  a  ford  at  low  water,  and  a  ferry  when  it 
was  high  tide.  Hence  too  may  we  deduce  the  origin  of  the 
first  settlement  of  inhabitants  here,  attracted  to  this  spot  as 
well  by  the  peculiar  convenience  of  its  situation,  as  its  fanning 
the  principal,  if  not  the  oply  medium  o£  connexion  (by  land) 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  parts  of  the  counties  of 
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Down  and  Antrim.  The  origin  of  the  name  is,  however,  by 
others  derived,  with  equal  probability,  from  the  words  Bed,  * 
mouth,  and  Fear-said,  pools  of  water,  or  stagnant  waters.  The 
correctness  of  the  appellation  will  be  more  obvious,  when  it  is 
known,  that  the  grounds  called  the  Falls  Meadows,  were 
formerly.covered  with  water.* 

We  have  been  unable  to  trace  any  mention  of  this  place  higher 
than  the  reign  of  Edward  Tl.  at  which  period' the  native  Irish, 
mortified  by  the  oppressions  of  the  English  government,  in- 
vited an  invasion  of  the  Scots,  for  the  utter  expulsion  of  the 
English  colonists.     On  the  2d  of  May  1315,  Edward  Bruce, 
in  obedience  to  this  invitation,  landed  near  Carrickfergus,  with 
an  army  of  6000  men,  and  joined  by  the  Irish  chiefs,  fell  with 
the  fury  of  a  devouring  tempest  on  the  English  settlements  in 
that  qtiarter.    "  there,  strys  Spencer,  the  said  fcdtoardlc  Bruce 
'spoiled  and  burnt  all  the  old  English-pale  inhabitants,  and 
'sacked  aifd  razed  all  cities  and  corporate  tdwhs.  For  he  wasted 
bfiLVA^r,  Greencasfle,  Kells,  Belturbet,  Castletown,  Newton, 
:  and  tnany  other  Very  good  towns  and  strong  holds,  and  rooted 
'out  thetooble  families  of  the  Audlies,  Talbots,  Tucftets,  Gham- 
!berlaines,  Atatmdevilles,  and  ffie  Savages  out  of  the  Atfds, 
'  i£h6ti£h  of  the'  Lord  Savage  there  remairietb  yet  an  heir,1  -that  is 
*'  now  a  poor  gentleman  of  very  mean  condition,  yet  dwelling  in 
'  the  Ards."    On  the  return  of  the  Scots,  after  their*  defeat  kt 
jDtuidalk  by  Lord  Birmhigham,  the  devastation  was  still  more 
frightful,  "for,  out  of  rancour  and  despite,  they  utterly  con- 
-sumed  and  wasted  whatsoever  they  had  before  left  unspoiled, 
'so  as  of  all  towns,  castles,*  forts,  bridges,  and  habitations,  they 
left  not  any  stick  standing,  nor  any  people  regaining;  ibt 
*  those  few  which  yet  survived,  fled  from  their  fury  further  into 

•  Korthtrn  Star,  Marsh  179f. 
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tint  English  paje  that  now.  is*  Thus  was  all  that  goodly  country 
utterly  *asted."  *  Such  were  the  disastrous  effects  of  this  scene 
of  slaughter  and  devastation,  that  the  .English  colony  fell  ipto  a 
state  of  decline,  from  which  it  recovered  not  for  nearly  tyro 
centuries.  Encouraged  by  this,  confusion,  the  Irish  dans  rose 
in  arms*  and  that  of  O'Neill  passing  the  river  Bannin  tberqjgn 
of  Edward  HI,  seized  a  great  part  of  the  county  of  Antriqa, 
and  parcelled  it  among  themselves,  under  the  names  of  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Clau-Hugh-Boy,  (or  the  dan  of  yellow 
TBvghJ  from  their  leader,  Hugh  Boy  O'Neill.  For  a  long 
series  of  yeara  did  this  part  of  Ulster  (except  Carrickfergus) 
rejnaiu  in  the  possession  of  the  native  Irish,  and  history  is  en- 
tirely silent  with  respect  to  the  object  of  4nr  inquiries,  until 
the  year  1503,  when  it  is  recorded  that  Ge/ald  Earl  of  Kildare,,. 
Lord  Deputy,  made  an  expedition  into. Ulster,  and  tpok  and 
destroyed  the  castle  of  Belfast  This  is  the  first  mention  of 
the;  casjdQ,  and  wd  wy  reasonably  conjecture  that  it  had  been 
originally' erected  by  the  Irish  clans  to  defend  the  territories 
which*  they  had  seized  by  force  from  the  colonists. 

l&lS^-Kildare  made  a  second  incursion  into  Ulster,,  and  a 
second,  time  destroyed  the  castle  which  had  been  repaired  since 
its  former  demolition.  "  It  is  not  recorded,  says  Cox,  that  Kil- 
dare  nae*  with  much  opposition,  so  that  he  had  little  to  do  but 
to  burn  and  waste  the  country,  and  to  gather  the  preys  together, 
most  pert  whereof  he  divided  among  his  soldiers."  j- 

1552.— Sir  James  Crofts,  Lord  Deputy,  marched  into  Ulster, 
said  repaired  and  garrisoned  the  castle  of  Belfast.  On  his  re- 
turn to  Dublin,  his  army  was  routed  with  great  slaughter  by 

*    Spencer's  View  of  ike  State  of  Ireland,  Lond.   159*.— Reprinted, 
Dub.  1809,  p.  tt. 
1  f  CoxU  HUL  of  Inland,?.  SO* 
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..  Shane  O'Neill,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Tyrone.  On  the  28th  of 
December  following,  Hugh  Mac  Neill  Oge  of  Clan-Hugh- 
j  Boy,  submitted  to  the  Lords  Justices,  swore  allegiance,  and  - 
covenanted  hy  indenture  to  forfeit  all  if  he  ever  relapsed  or 
apostatized  again.  V ,  Whereupon,  the  king  (Edward  VI.) 
granted  to  him  the  Abbey  of  Carrickfergus,  and  liberty  to  keep 
three  secular  priests,  as  also  the  castle  of  Belfast."* 

1554.— A  desperate  conflict  took  place  between  Hugh  Mac  ' 
Neill  of  Clan-Hugh-Boy,  and  the  Earl  of  Tyrone,  in  which  the 
latter  lost  300  men,  besides  prisoners.     But  Hugh  did  hot 
long  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  victory,  for  he  was. killed  the  sue*  .. 
ceedingyear,  1555,  in  a  skirmisph  by  a  party  of  Scots,  Who  had 
at  this  period  landed  in  Ulster 'and  committed  if r«wui-deprW 
dations.    The  territory  of  Clan-Hugh-Boy  was,  in  consequence 
of  the  death  of  Hugh,  divided  by  the  Lord  Deputy  And  :Coun-  * 
cil  between  Fylemy  Duff  O  Neill  and  the  son  of  Fylemy  Bac*. 
cagh.    Into  whose  possession  the  castle  of  Belfast  was  nbV 
consigned,  we  are  not  informed.  '  V  .  "  ?•* 

1  1 574,  November  8.— Sir  Brian  MacPhelemy, rt  Chief  of  Clan- 

bny,"  aftd  Rory  Oge  MacQuillan,  «  Chief  of  the  Etattte/'  were 

|  apprehended  here  by  General  John  Morris,  commandant  in 
the  absence  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  and  brought  prisoners  to 
Carrickfergus,  and  there  executed.  The  records  are  silent  as 
to  the  charge  against  those  persons,f 

1582. — Sir  John  Perrot,  who  was  appointed  Lord  Deputy 
of  Ireland  in  15*84,  presented  this  year  to  &ieen  Elizabeth, 
his  "  Opinion  for  the  suppressing  of  Rebellion  and  the  rveiU  . 
governing  of  Ireland"  in  which  he 'strongly  recommends  the 
cutting  down  of  the  woods  for  the  use  of  the  navy,  *and  the 

•  Co*,  P.  20a 

•f  M'Skimin'a  Hist,  of  Carrickfergus ,  p.  12.  / 
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settlement  of  shipwrights  in  the  most  convenient  ijhjuii 
«  The  places  for  this  purpose  he  intimates,  will  be  Cork, 
Youghal,  Wexford,  and  Belfast."  Yet  so  little  had  Belfast 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  public,  that  it  is  not  mentioned  in 
.  the  enumeration  of  the  chief  and  haven  towns  in  the  counties 
of  Down  and  Antrim,  in  HoUnsbetTs  Description  of  Ireland, 
printed  at  London  1586. — "  Carregfargus,  Downe,  Arglasb,  - 
£Ardglas»3  and  Newrie,"  being  considered  the  "  chief  towns/' 
and  "  the  Banne,  Wolderfrith,  [Olderfleet  or  Lame]  Careg- 
fergus,  Strangford,  Ardglas,  Lougheuen  [[Query  ?]  and  Kil- 
keate,  the  a  chief  haven  towns"  of  those  counties. 

1596.— The  English  pale  which  above  200  years  before  ex- 
tended  from  Dunluce  point  to  the  southward  of  Dublin,  and 
"  had  in  the  midst  of  'it  Knockfergus,  Belfast,  Armagh,  and 
Carlingfiard,"  was  now  so  considerably  reduced,  that  these 
towns  were  in  this  year  esteemed  "  the  most  out-bounds  and 
abandoned  places  in  the  English  pale,  and  indeed  not  counted 
of  the  English  pale  at  all ;  for  it  streteheth  now  no  further  than 
Dundalk  towards  the  North."* 

1597.— In  consequence  of  the  success  of  the  Earl  of  Tyrone's 
rebellion  in  Ulster,  the  English  government  retained  only 
Newry,  Camckfergus,  Greencastle,  Armagh,  Dundrum,  and 
Olderfleet  in  that  province. t . 

1598.— The  following  curious  account  of  the  state  of  the  • 
country  at  Belfast  and  its  vicinity,  is  extracted  from  a  Manu- 
script  description  of  Ireland^  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Dean 
Dobbs,  and  supposed  to  have  been  written  about  this  period. 

'         COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM. 

North  Clandeboy  is  for  the  most  part  a  plain  country,  being  . 

•  Spencer'' s  View,  p.  27. 
•f  MaryntCs  Itinerary,  Lond.  1617,  p.  20.  ' 
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in  Ieafth  from  the  river  of  Belfast  and  Cragfergus  to  the  Rout, 
and  in  the  breadth,  frost  the  Glynnes  to  the  great  Lough 
called  Eagh  £Neagb3,  otherwise  called  Lough  Sidney.  .  This. 
land  was  given  by  the  Queen,  by  letters  patent,  to  Sir  Brier* 
MacPhefim's  sons.  Notwithstanding  by  a  division  made  by 
Sir  John  Perrot,  the  one  moiety  thereof  was  allotted  to  Hugh 
MacPhelinv  s.  sons,  whereby  great  dissension  fell  out  between 
them ;  and  several  slaughters  on  both  parts  hath  been  com- 
mitted. The  principal  followers  in  this  country  are  these*  the 
MacYnes,  [[NagemuY]  MacQuillens,  Ounilechabees,  (Query  ?) 
Dawmans  and  Borders.  The  forces  they  are  able  to  make 
are  80  horsemen  and  300  footmen* 

Castles  Wardable  at  this  Day.— ^Belfast,  8  Bnglish  ' 
miles  up.  the  river  from  Carrickfergus,  where  the  passage  is 
over  the  river  at  low  water. 

EdendufPee  Carrick  near  Lough  Eagh: 

COUNTY  OF  DOWN. 

South  Clahdbboy  is  for  the  most,  part  a  woodland,  and 
reacheth  from  the  Duffryn  to  the  river  of  Knock&rgus*  The 
captain  of  this  tract  is  Weill  Mac  Bryan  Flat*  ; .  his  chief  nouse 
is  Castle  Reagh.  The  country  is  able  to  make  40  horsemen 
and  BO  footmen.  At  the  breaking  out  of  Tyrone's  insurrection 
in  1599,  Shane  Mac  Bryan  is  stated  by  Moryson  to  have  been, 
the  chief  of  Lower  or  North  Clandeboys,  and  his  forces  to  have 
amounted  to  80  foot  and  50  horse,  and  Neale  Brian  Fcrtough 
of  Upper  or  South  Clandehoy  and  his  forces,  80  foot  and  30 
horse.. 

1601.— During  the  height  of  this  insurrection,  the  only 
place  garrisoned  by  the  English  in  this  neighbourhood  was  Car- 
rickfergus, where  800  or  900  men  were  stationed  under  Sir 
Arthur  Chichester.    On  the  30th  of  July, « the  sole  castle  held 


\ 

I 
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in  those  'parte  of  Knockfergas  by  Bryan  Mac  Art,  namely,  the 
Reagh,  was  taken  by  Sir  Arthur.* 

1603;— A  desperate  affray  took  place  in  Belfast,  between 
a  party  of  soldiers  and  -some  servants  of  Con  O'Neill  who  had 
been  seat  to  bring  wine  from  this  town  to  '<  the  said  Con  their 
•tna&ter,  and  great  Teirna  (as  they  called  htm)  then  h\a  grand 
dtbauck  at  Castlereagh,  with  his  brothers,  his  friends,  .anil 
followers."  In  consequence  of  this  affair,  Con  was  apprehended 
tod  confined  in  Car rickfergus,  from  whence  he  was  'liberated  by 
-the  Laird  of  Braidatane  in  Scotland,  ancestor  of  the  Mont- 
gomery family,  and  his  pardon  procured  on  condition  of  grant* 
ing  the  half  of  his  estate  to  the  said  Laird,  his  heirs,  and 
assigns, t  Con  O'Neill  appears  to  havelfeen  not  only  one  of 
the  great  Irish  Lords  (Teirna J  bnt  also  a  petty  prince,  as  the 
*atae  of  his  castle  implies,  the  word  Reagh  in  Irish  signifying 
"a  king.  His  territory  was  by  no  means  contemptible,  consisting 
of  the  entire  parishes  of  Breda,  Knock,  Kirkdonnel,  Hollywood, 
"Bangor,  Donaghadee,  Gray  Abbey,  St  Andrews,  and  a  great 
part  of  the*  parish  of  Drum.  Some  remains  of  Ws  castle  are 
still  to  be  seen  at  Castlereagh,  standing  on  the  summit  of  a  bill 
within  two  miles  of  Belfast  and  commanding  a  very  extensive 
'  prospect  of  the  town  and  surrounding  country.  The  well  known 
rivulet  Conn's  Water,  between  Belfest  and  Dundonald,  was, 
doubtless,  so  denominated  from  this  celebrated  chieftain* 

1605^-SirHugh  Montgomery  and  Con  O'Neill  went  to  En- 
gland to  procure' from  King  James  L  a  confirmation  of  the 

*  Mtaymnt  p.  11&— It  was  most  probably  from  this  chieftain,  tBrwn 
Mae  Axt9  that  the  natural  fortification  on  the  aurnmit  of  the  Cave  Hill, 
Mac  Ariz  /to*,  received  its  appellation,  and  also  the  townland  of  Sally- 

t  This  account  U  taken  from  a  MS.  published  in  thf  Belfast  Newi- 
Utter,  1?8©\  s     ,  ' 
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cession  of  Cod's  estate  to  the  former.  To  this  the  king  con- 
sented oft'  condition  that  Mr  Hamilton  and  Sir  Hugh  should 
in  ten  year's  time  from  November  1605,  plant  one  third  of  Con's 
lands  with  British  inhabitants,  (English  or  Scotch  protestants.) 
Many  laudable  projects  were  now  set  on  foot  by  James  I.  for 
the  civilization  and  settlement  of  Ulster,  the  greater  part  of 

/  which  had  been  forfeited  to  the  crown  by  the  rebellion  of  the 
northern  clans.  No  one  contributed  more  successfully  to  the 
carrying  on  of  these  measures  than  Sir  Arthur  Chichester,  Lord 
Deputy,  with  whose  wise  and  prudent  conduct  the  king  was 
•  so  well  satisfied,  that  he  "  conferred  on  him  very  considerable 
grants  of  lands  in  the  province,  and  as  a  lasting  mark  of  his  fa- 
vour, did  by  letters  patent,  bearing  date  at  Westminster  23d 
February,  1612,  create  him  Baron  Chichester  of  Belfast,  en- 
tailing the  honour  on  his  issue  male."  Among  his  other  pos- 
sessions, the  grant  makes  mention  of  "  the  castle  or  mansion- 
house,  town  and  manor  of  Belfast ;  the  territories  of  Tuognefall 
£the  FallsJ  Tuoghmoylone,  [Malone,]  Tuoghcinament,  Car- 
nemoney,  Carntall,  and  Monks-land;  the  ^rectory  of  Sankill, 
[Shankil,^  and  all  other  rectories,  &c.  within  the  said  territo- 
ries ;  the  entire  fishing  of  the  river  Lagan,  &c."  By  Queen 
Elizabeth  indeed,  Belfast  had  been  granted  to  Sir  Thomas 

( Sj^Sth,  and  Thomas  Smith  the  younger,  with  a  vast  tract  of 
land,  on  condition  that  they  should  keep  a  certain  number  of 
horse  and  foot  harnessed  and  accoutred,  to  be  ready  in  a  cer- 
tain number  of  days,  after  being  required,  to  meet  at  Antrim, 
but  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  such  a  summons  was  issued,  and 
neither  appearing,  the  castle  and  cinament  (demesne,)  were 
forfeited,  and  granted  to  Sir  Arthur.  The  charter,  constituting 
Belfast  a  corporation,,  of  a  sovereign,  12  burgesses  and  com- 
monalty,'with  the  privilege  of  sending  two  members  to  parlia- 
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ment,  was  also  giaated  by  janes  I.  in  the  10th  year  of  hie  reign ; 
and  amsthutouj  Arthur  Lord  Chichester,  .his  heir*,  ftc  lords 
of  die  castle.  Thomas  Vesey,  the  first  sovereign,  was  chafceri 
m  16*3 ;  and  in  thesame  year,  Sir  Joha Blermerhasset,'  bsjftn 
of  the  exchequer,  and  George  Treyillian  JSsq.  were  the  first 
members  sent  by  this  town  to  parliament,  At  that  time  Sel- 
fast  could  not  have  been,  considerable,  for  in  the  patent  it  i*\ 
miied  taam  or  village  :    f  ,  \i 

161&— in  the  convening  of  the  new  parliament,  thetRomaa 
Catiftdics,  apprehensive  of  unfavourable  designs  against  them 
Uran^  the  great  number  of  boroughs  which'  had  been  lately 
ftrmed  by  the  king's  authority;  presented  a  petition  tp  his 
fcfajesty,  pray&g  that  the  creation  of  boroughs  might  be  sua* 
^eno'efr;  m  consequence  ^f  which,  the  members  returned  from 
ttttfetoreiighs  jTof  whieh  Beffast  was  one*]]  which  were  created 
*^  the  writs  had  been  Issued,  ware  judged  for  tty  present 
'  fcteapabW  of  sitting.  \>  i).  T  . 
'•/The  introduction  of  an  industrious  Protestant  population 
Mtb  the:  province  of  Ulster,  appears,  and  tgost  desemtfly  tyo, 
to  htivi  been  a  ftvourite  object  of  Jams*  and,  his  ministers, 
ISaify'in  his  reign^a  considerable  colony  had  been  brought  from 
Der^risfere  by  Sir  AMiurChidbestar,  of  which-onepart  settled 
about  CrimUferguV  and  another  in  the  .district  of  Maione, 
adjdmlflg  to  Belfast,  where  their  descendants  are  still  to  be 
distinguished  by  their  looks  and  manners,  but  particularly  by 
the  ah*' of  comfort  about  their  dwelling*,  an<J  a  fondness  for 
gaMds*  and  orchards.  Near  Belfast  was. likewise  a  colony 
from  Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  settled  there,  as  it  is  said,  by 
Sir  Mbyses  ttiliy  but  froba  Malone  to  Lisburn,  and  thence  over 
the  greater  jiart  of  the  barony  tf  Massarqene,  and  the  southern 
past  of  the  barony  nf  Antrim,  but  especially  towards  the  West, 
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•  the  cduntry  is  mostly  occupied  by  flit  descendants  of  English 
settlers^nd  some  Welch,  who  came  over  in  the  reign  of  £lfaa» 
taeth  in  great  numbers,  arid  also  in  the  beginning  of  Jaroeto  ft 
with  the  different  great  families,  that  at  various  times  obtained 
grants  of  lands  here.*  1  y  r..  .  ,\t  -\  . 

-  in  the  34th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  a  law  was  passed  "against 
bringing  in  of  Scots,  retaining  or  intermarrying  with  .tbem.^ 
But  such  was  the  wretched  state  of  this  country  at  the  present  \ 
perTbd/thtft  it  was  found  necessary  to  repeal  that  law.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  act,  "there  came  over  many  thousand*  Of 
ftieWin  a  few  years*  and  settled  in  Ulster.  Jh*yc  brogghft 
With  them  then:  Presbytenan  prindjples^arider)coura^drnQ^is^ 
ters  of  their  own  persuasion."  f  Their  first  monster,  fxlwaifi 
Brice,  settled  at  Broadisknd,  near  Carrkjdergus,  in,t6l4/an4 

,  Ihi i  KeV.  Robert  Cunningham  at  Bfllywood;  at  the  45»np(e  |iflrtf> 

iHS  lo^a^Scots  were  brought  into  the  county  of  DoWriiindW 

the  Hamiltons  and  Montgomeries.   This  division  extended  fofi* 

Donaghadee  to  Portaferry,  «  penetrating  into  the  country 

within  Wf-a-mile  of  Belfast,  and- stretching  to  the,  very^a*** 

of  it/'J    From  thteiera,  We  may  date  the-first  dawning  of  thai: 

{>re*eminence  which  Belfast  and  her  inhabitants  have  *incas» 

'"Bfty  erijbyed  among  the  other  town*  afrd'citfes  qf  Irehtng.  : , 

"  m$5. — Extract  from  the  MttuscriptjQur*atfitwEr&U*h, 

gentleman,  who  travelled  through  part  of  Ireland,  irt June  f£63& 

«  From  Carrickfergus  to  Belfast  you  ride  all'  upon  the  I*Q*ib 

side,  it  is  a  most  bare  way,  and  deep  in  winter  and  wet  w$atb#f> 

though  it  is  hard  and  dry.'     At  Belfast  my' Lord  Chjchesjter 

*     ;'    '       .  ■■        '        •     '•        •  •    -'-irV        T  ..  M 
w*  Ihibour&u9*  Stat.  .Survey,   of  th*  County  *f \  Antrim,  Dub.    181*. 

p.  443.  /  •'  '  '  V  ":        ''  •'' 

''"  f  KZrkpatrkkU  HUtbtfatl  Ettayvn  (h4  Loyalty  of  Ptnlftniin*  19J& 

pjftOt:  f  \   •  **;     .   ,  ■  »  t  T 

%  Dthmrdicv,  p.  485. 
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hatb  another  dainty  stately  palace,  whiph  is  indeed  the  glory 
juid  beauty  of  that  town  also,  where  he  is  mostly  resent,  end 
is  now  building  another  brick  wall  beside  his  gates.  This  is 
not  so,  vast  and  large  as  the  other,  but  more  convenient  and 
commodious;  the  very  end  of  the  lough  toucheth  upon  hj* 
garden  and  bachide ;  there  are  also  dainty,  orchards,  gardens, 
and  walks  planted.  v 

,  "  Near  hereunto  Mr  Arthur  Hill  (son  and  heir  of  Sir  Moyse* 
Hill,  hath  a  brave^  plantation,)  which  he  holds  by  lease,  and 
which  has  still  40  years  to  come;  die  land  is  my  Lord  Chi-  ' 
Chester's,  and  the  lease  was  made  for  60  years  to  Sir  Moyses 
Hill,  by  the  eld  .Lord  Chichester.  This  plantation,  it  is  sak^ 
doth  yield  bkn  £1000  per  annum.  Many  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire  men  are  here  planted,  they  sit  upon  a  rack  rent,7  end 
pay  fiye  or  six  shillings  an,  acre  for  good  plough  land,  wWh  is 
now  clothed  with  excellent  good  com." 

From  Belfestto  Linsley  Garvin  £Lisburn]  is  almost  sevens 
vriles,  and  is  a  paradise  in  comparison^  with  every  part  of  Scot- 
land.* 

l636«--In  August  this  year,  an  Episcopal  visitation  was 
held  at  Beliast,  by  Henry  Leslie,  Bishop. of  Down*  and  Connor, 
assisted  by  John  Bramhall,  Archbishop  of  Armagh.  Thither 
s  .were  summoned  five  dissenting  ministers,  Ed.  Brice,  J.  Ridge, 
Hen.  Colvert,  Rob.  Cunningham,  and  Ja.  Hamilton,  and  re* 
quired  to  subscribe  the  Church  Canons !  This  they  peremptorily 
refused,  and  ofiered  to  state  their  reasons  at  a  public  conference. 
Accordingly  a  conference  commenced  on  the  10th  of  August, 
,  in  presence  of  a  vast  assemblage  of  nobility,  gentry,  clergy,  &c. 
tsd  continued  'for  the  space  of  two  days,  at  the  end,  of  which 

9  DubovrdimSs  Stat.  Survey  of  the  Ctoifr  °/**>«*  P-  3°T- 
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period,  isftill  persktiiig  intheJr  apposition,  £hey  were  eteK^f 
them  fotthtilly^ deposed  from  their  mmfef  ry.  **  Seeing  their  WW  - 
no*est  for  the  sole  of  their  foot  in  Ireland/ many  pastoifeSrfdt 
their  flocks  now  resolved  to  transport  themselves  Into  New 
England.  A  ship  of  150  tons  was  accordingly  baHt  at  Belfast 
liythe  dissenters,  and  having  provided  stores  and  instrmnenta 
fpr  plantation,  three  deposed  ministers,  R.  B.  J,  L.  and  J.  M*C* 

.  embarked  with  about  .140  persons  in  the  Lough  of  'Carrick- 
tfergita,  Sept.  1636,  in  order  to  jnake  preparations  Ibr  those 

'  that irrtende^to  follow.  However,  after  sbfferirig many  hard* 
Hrip&  off  (he  cbaSt  of  Newfoundland,  they  wens  obliged  to  re- 
torn,  which  they  effected  in  safety  on  the  3d  of  November 
'following.  Bat  the  demon  of  persecution  was  hot  yet  laid  *t» 
rest.    The  ministers  that  were  driven  3mck  by  the  severity  of 

•  the  weather,  with  four  of  those  who  were  deposed  at  Belfast  in 
the  August  preceding,  found  it  necessary  to  make  theirtftcape 
intoJ$dotIanb\* 

1638. — About  this  period,  a  spirit  of  opposition  tothe'vio* 
lent  and  illegal  proceedings  of  Chades  I.  and  his  ministers, 'had 
blazed  forth  in  Scotland,  and  after  advancing  into  "England, 
Was  making  considerable  progress  in  (he  North  of  Ireland* 

i   *  See  A  Sample  vf  Jet  Stock  PreUU  Cuhmmy,  Glasgow,  1713..  |i. 

Up  to  the  period  of  the  revolution,  the  history  of  religion  was,  in  the 
British  Empire,  a  history  of  intolerance  at&'persecvthh.  *  Whatever  party 
wis  uppermost,  whether  EomaiMst,  Protestant,  or  Fre»byteriM,  tfefaaop 
want  of  toleration  for  diversity  of  opinion  was  displayed,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  revolution  in  1688,  that  the  sera  of  religious  liberty  arrived,  and 
WftHiatti  HI.  of -glorious  memory,  accetttplfefced  that  which  will  ever 
jesufin  a  Ba^nument  of  Ma  wisdoaw4he  Toleration  Act.  I,t4s  now  $* 
universal  opinion  of  Prjotestants,  that  liberty  of  religious  worship  and 
instruction  is  the  inalienable  right  of  all,  and  that  in  the  peaceable  exercise 
of  this  right  they  are  not  justly  qpntrouiable  by"  the  civil  magistrate. 
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Reugkntt  innovations,  tefeding  u>  the  forcible,  overthrow  of 
IVesfytarianuai  ia  Scotland*  were  attempted  to  be  introduced 
by  /the,  king'*  direction*.  The  Scots  flew  to  arms  and  sighed 
aeronaut  by  which  they  bovmd  themselves  to  resist  religious 
innovations,  and ,  to  defend  each  other  against  any  opposition 
whatever.  Qn  the  first  alarm  of  this  insurrection,  a  new  oatfc 
•f  loyalty,  and  an  abjuration  of  all  covenants  cen&guy  to  the 
tenor  of  die  oath,  was  prescribed  by  Lord  Deputy  Sttaffiard  to 
theJScots  in Ulster,  and  those  who  refused  it  were  fined  and 
imprisoned,  in  some  case*  wish,  ckcumatances  ^barbarity. 
Notwithstanding,  thesis  precautions,  the  ferment  spread,  and 
**4sv  iaScotfamd  they  are  entered  into  a  bond  to  defend  om 
another  fcy  anmvso  it  aeems  that  in  my  diocese  [[Down  and 
Connerj}  they  base  joined  in  a  bond  to  defend  one  another  Jrj£ 
«hek  oaths  ;*'  thus  "Bishop  Leslie  writes  to  the  Laid  Deputy/ 
and  gnus  Ut/bnnation  that  "  Robert  Barr  (if  Melon,  CMalone] 
Robert  &iTen  of  Belfast,  George  Martin  of  the  same,  and 
David  Kennedy,  and  Robert  Rosse,  have  fled  this  kingdom 
for  Gear  of  the  High  Commission,  but  have  left  their  land  behind 


•l€40**~To  such*  height  of  ipdignatiou  were  the  feelings  of 
the  nonconfcraiiste  in  Ulster  at  thi3  time  raised  by  the  intoie- 
jrant  ^proceedings  of  the  bishops  of  the  established  chtweh, 
(or  father  the  hng*  bishops,)  that  they  found  it  necessary  Ha 
sandal  «ppesentatioa  of  their  sufferings  to  the  English  -House 
tf  Commons.  It  is  entitled,  The  kmMe  peUtm  cflthe  Pm* 
Udant  inhabitants  xf*he  Com&aof  Antrim,  flopfte,  Tyrol*, 
Acwwnd  contains  SJ  -distinct  heads  .of  .grievances,  Ihe  (pre- 
amble states  that,  «  The  prelates  hare  by  their  canons  of 
late,  their  fines,  fcas,  and  impAsonments  at  their  pleasure, 
their  sMenefog *  JuapemKng,  banishing,  and  ejewaamttftictfting 
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of  bur  Warned  and  conscionable  ministers,  theMr  obtruding 
upon  us  ignorant,  erroneous,  and  prophane  persons  to  be  our 
*  teachers,  their  censuring  of  many  hundreds  even  to  excommu-  . 
nication,  for  matters  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  indifferent  and 
not  necessary,  their  favouring  popery  (in  this  kingdom  a  double 
fault,)  their  persecuting  purity,  and  endeavouring  to  .bring  all 
to  a  lifeless  formality,  divers  of  them  being  notorious  incen* 
diaries  of  the  uriquiethess  and  unsettled  estate  between  these 
kingdoms,  with  the  many  like,  too  tedious  to  relate.  These 
our  cruel  task-masters  have' made  of  us>  who  were  once  a  peo- 
ple; to  become,  as  it  were;  no  people,  an  astonishment  tor  our- 
selves*  the  object  of  pity  and  amazement  to  others,  and  hope- 
less of  remedy,  unless  he  with  whom  are  bowels  of  compassion, 
work  in  you  a  heart  to  interpose  for  your  petitioners  relief." 

Such  were  the  exploits  of  the  Irish  protectant  bishops  of 
those  days, — men  who  covered  with  the  foulest  disgrace  the 
glorious  denomination  Protestant,— a.  term  characteristic  of 
charity,  forbearance,  and  a  strict  adherence  to  the  divine 
maxim,  "  Do  unto  others  as  you  would  they  should  do1  unto 
you,"— and  subjected  to  the  vilest  contempt  their  own  sacred 
order*  So  intimately  blended  were  the  vices  of  these  men 
with  their  offices,  that  the  distinction  was  unperceived  by  the 
cofnnion  observer ;  hence  the  petitioners  pray  that  «  this  un- 
lawful hierarchical  government  with  all  their  appendices  may 
be  utterly  extirpated"  But  ambition  and  crimes  are  not  essen- 
tial to  the  order  of  bishops.  Let  the  incentives  to  crimes 
and  ambition,  such  as  excessive  f&ealtk,civUtfstablishmentsy  &c 
be  abolished,  and  the  order  will  then  be  exhibited  in  its  apos- 
tolic and  primitive  purity,  such  as  it  appeared  in  the  first  300 
years  of  the  primitive  church*  and  is  at  present  displayed  in 
the  proteitant  Episcopal  churches  of  America  and  Scotland. 
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*  'Lord  Strafford  purchased  from  the  corporation  of \  CarriclA 
fergus*  on1  the  part  of  the  crown, :  their  privilege  of  importing 
foreign  goods  at  one-third  of  the  duties  payable  toother  places  ; 
being  deprived  of  this  advantage,  Belfast  rose  at  the  expence  of 
the  former,  iro&  whence  the  custom-house  was  removed  t^  it 
at  thesamefirhe':*  *  ./.,,,  ;,-,  •  :;.     r 

1641. — Tne  dreadful  Insurrection  of    the   Irish    Roman 
,  Catholics  this'  year,  and  their  sanguinary  attempts  to  extirpate 
the  Scottish  and  English  settlers*  from  the  province  .of  Ulster, 
must  have  caused  a  great  interruption  to  the  rising  prosperity 
of  Belfast  arid  the  kdjaeent  counties.  -  It  appears  that.  Belfast 
terved  as  a' place  of :  refuge  to  those  ^protestants- who  had  the 
-good  fortune' to  eicape^  from'  tfitf  wwciless  grasp  of  their;  em 
saViguined  persecutors.  vWe  wreteheft*  condition  to  whiefc  the 
county' ol!  Antrim  was  then  redufeedj is  thus  briefly  ,depicted,in 
the  following*  dement,  tatoej^ftom  an  Original  Manuscript, 
formerly  m 'the  possession:bf  trie  Afofca  family/     .•; «      :  '>  U 
:*  lBeSTdcs'ihte  eWead  of  massacre,  tbe  horrors  of  femine^and 
-pestilence  were  how  p'oured  out  ont the  unfortunate  cproteatsintA 
'"-J"  The  LordsenVa  pestilent  fev«r,.that  swept  away^Jbnuihei> 
able  people,  irisotrittcli  that  •  *n  Cbleraro  (heir.Jdied  in-fo*r 
moriths  hf'hbrtiptiiklion  60G0,  in  Carrickfergus  2500,  in  Bd? 
Jhsl  and  Melcme  CMaVone jaboreSOOp;  in  Lisnygarvi  [[Lisbarn3 
800,  and  4n  Antrim  and  other  places  a  proportionable  number;-9  , 
It  is  remarkable  that  *"  not  any  that  escaped-  this  fever  but  - 
lost  all  their  hair/'— The  author  adds;  that  on  the  [protestant^ 
clergy  felt  the  brunt  of  this  martyrdom :.  they  were  those  ap- 
pointed to  slaughter  at  tlie  birth  'of  this,  design  ;  they  could  e*. 
pect  no  quarter ;  others  might  ransom  their  lives  with  their 
.  hidden  goods ;  but  this  profession  was  sure  to  cope  with  death 
in  the  horridest  shape ! n    Of  these,  twenty-seven  are  recorded 
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fcy  cur  anther  to  have  been  massacred  in  Ulster  alone,,  and 
a  vf*t  number  to.  have  been  maltreated  or  to  have  died  of  the 
pestilence^  attong  the  Utter  we  find  the  name  of  Mr  Simon 
Chichester,  minister  qf  Belfltstf 

The  following  ciiriom  particulars  respecting  $clfest  and  its 
vicinity  during' the  rebellion,  are  extracted  from  an,,  extremely 
lmrettact,  emitted  -*  truer  Relation  9/  s««r<i/  Jcfa,  Passages, 
fa**,  undertaken,  Sfc.  by  Captain  Robert  Lanxon,  «o»>  one  of 
the  Sheriff*  of  the  City  and  County  tf  Londonderry,  upon  and 
voice  the  first  beginning  tf  the  great  and  general  Rebellion  in 
Ireland,  %c*  Printed  at  London,  1643.  This  author  kformp 
to*  that  <<  About  the  16^1  of  October  l64»l,  before  any  notice  of 
mix  insurrection,  having  occasion?  to  take  a  journey  from  Lon- 
dbtidferry  to  Dublin,  and  to  k»yel  by  way  of  BeJftst,  to  the 
mdm>nmks,  iHthin  two  mJl§s  thereof,  wherein  he  iwj  wnc 
atock  ani  interest,  he.  took  his-  journey  from  tjienca  to  go  to 
Dublin,  upon  the  21st  of  October  following;"  but  on  arriving 
atNewrry*  and  receiving  information  that  the  ipbelh^n  had 
broken  out,  he  returned  to  "  Killeleagb,  to  the  Lord  Hamil- 
ton's, and  came  ^n  the  night  by  Comber,  through  the  Lprd^of 
Arties'*  country  about  by  UHle  Belfast,  and  came  tp  great  BeU 
jfctt,  and  tip  to  the  iron-wot k$  near  l^erew^ft  abou*  three  0/ 
the  dock  in  thex  morning,  wfaefe  tb  wife  wqtsthen;  resident ; 
fend  having  sent  several  messengers  before  to  inquire  after 
ton*  they  were  taken  and  robbed.  But  Captain  Lawson  hot 
having  rested  there  above  two  hours,  arose,  calling  two  horse*. 
men  with  him ;  and  in  the  morning,  being  Jiondayy  went  down 
back  again  to  great  Belfast,  where  they^und  most  part  of  the 

•  £ee  The  Clergies  Lamentation,  by  Daniel  Haroovrt,  one  of  tike  Com- 
nisrtonertfor  the  Examination  of  the  Prot€stant  grievance*  t*  Ctyttr,  Load. 
l«4fc  p.  9. 
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inhabitants  fled  and  flying,  and  carrying  away  their  goods  to 
Camckfergus,  and  the  eld  Lord  Chichester  shipped  aboard  in  m 
afcip.  So  Captain  Lawson  went  throughout  the  town,  and  blamed 
them  for  offering  to  leave  the  town/  and  untreated  for  •<>«• 
arms,  either  by  buying  or  lending,  but  could  not  ^prevail.    At 
last  he  found  in  Master  Lesjpiirfs  house  seven  inuskets,  and 
eight  halberts  ready  in  the  street  to  be  shipped  to  Carrickfer- 
gua; which  arms  he  look,  and  bought  a  drum,  and  beating 
the  same  through:  the  town,  raised  about  twenty  men,  wba 
came  with  him  again  up  to  the  iron-works,  having  Mr  Forbus* 
and  some  number  with  him  joined  with  Captain  Lawson,  where 
also  he  gathered  in  all  about  160  horse  and  foot,  who, about 
two  of  the  clock  upon  the  same  Monday  in  the  afternoon,  being7  * 
the  25th  of  October,  the  second  day  after  the  rebellion,  marched 
mto  Lisnegarvy,  and  there  entered  the  town  about  four  of  the 
clock  the  same  day,  all  the  people  with  the  troop  there  engar- 
risoned,  having  before  left  the  town  to  the  enemy's  mercy  the 
Sunday  before,  and  they  quartered  all  that  night  in  the  house 
die  bishop  of  Down  Kved  in,  and  put  many  candles  in  the 
market-house,  and,  sentries  out  in  every  Quarter  of  the  town, 
making  show  of  six  or  seven  lighted  matches  for  every  piece  to 
astonish  the  enemy,  who  came  to  the  sentries  that  night,  in- 
tending to  have  burned  the  town,  but  our  show  and  carriage 
was  more  than  our  force,  the  enemy  being  strong  and  many  in 
number,  by  which  .means  they  were  affrighted  and  beat  off  that 
-  night ;  and  |he  next;  morning,  being  Tuesday,  the  enemy  ap- 
peared above  the  town's  end,  and  drove  before  them  about 
400  cows ;  whereupon,  Captain  Lawson^  with  45  horse,  issued 
ibfth,  leaving  the  rest  to  guard  the  town,  and  it  pleased  God 
by  their  good  labour  and  industry  they  took  the,  prey  of  cow 
1.  c 
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and  some  prisoners^ and.  killing  others  oftbe  enemy ;  and  got 
seventeen  of  their  mantles.  After  sending  the  prey  into  the 
town,  they  adventured  three  rniles  farther,  and  brought  in  be- 
fore night  as  many  qiore  cows,  and  kept  them  within  the  bawn 
wall  of  the  bishop's  house,  and  all  the  next  night  seCui$d  the  / 
town  also.  Sir  Conn  'Mackgennis  threatening  and  sending  word 
fee  would  burn  the  town  that  night.  But  it  pleased  God  they 
were  presented  and  beaten  off,  and  the  town  kept  in  safety  ; 
and  often  issued  forth  amongst  the  enemy  to  prevent  their  ga- 
thering to  a  great  head,  until  at  length  upon  the  next  day,  being 
Wednesday,  the.  troop  and  townsmen  catne  in  again  to  the 
town,  hearing  and  understanding  what  service  Captain  Law$oa 
and  his  small  company  of  men  had  done  there  in  securing  the 
aame,  the  preservation  whereof  under  God  was  a  tneans  of  the 
safety  not  only  of  Lisnegarvy  and  Belfast,  but  of  most  of  those 
parts  thereabout,  being  the  first  that  opposed  the  enemy  in 
those  parts. 

"  4*  night  came  the  Lord  of  Ards  forces,  and  the  Lord 
Hamilton,  Sir  Arthur  Tirifcgham,  Captain  Chichester,  Sir  Tho- 
mas Lucas,  and  Sir  James  Montgomery,  and  Mr  Arthur  Hiflx 
with  their  forces,  who  gave  Captain  Lawson  and  his  men  great 
thanks  for  their  good  care  and  service  in  the  jtpwn,  and  offered 
him  a  .commission,  which  he  was  very  unwillirig  to  accept  of,  in 
rpgard  of  his  calling,  being  a  merchant,  but  which  he  at  length 
accepted. 

"  So  there  being  come  up  to  Lisnegarvy  about  .1500  horse, 
an<Lfoot>  himself,  his  men,  and  company,  had  their  order  by 
their  commission,  and  quarters  about  the  iron-works,  in  the 
barony  of  Belfast,  and  then  left  with  the  army  about  40Q  cow*, 
and  only  brought  with  him  from  thence  about  60  Sows  fer  hi* 
•wn  company." 
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Being  wader  the  necessity  of  going  to  Deny,  Captain  Law* 
soo  entrusted  the  care  of  his  troops  to  his  lieutenants  Cleigstone 
and  Hoxnay,  nod  quarter-master  Stewart,  "  who  still  kept  on 
Ks  company  at  the  iron-works  for  four  months  together,  doing 
good  service  all  tb&t  time,  they  being  at  all  battles  and  skir* 
aaishes  there  with  the  enemy,  and  about  ten  of  his  company 
Idst  thefeint  whereof  one  was  Captain  Beyd,  his  soldier  at  firsts 
and  after  made  a  captain,  whose  wife  and  poor  children  wholly 
depend  upon  Captain  Lawson's  relief;  so  as  he  cannot  have 
expended  less  than  12001.  for  the  raising,  keeping,  and  main-* 
^  taining  his  several  companies  there  with  victuals,  ammunition, 
and  arms,  besides  all  his  stock  at  the  iron-works,  with  th* 
works  themselves  wholly  lost  and  brought  to  decay ;  the  sow- 
iron  unwronght  to  the  quantity  of  20001.  value,  beside  much 
iron  ore,  and  1000  tans  of  square  timber,  most  burned  by  die 
soldiers,  1000  loads  of  charcoals  burned  by  the  enemy  at  forge,  * 
furnace,  and  in  the  woods,  with  three  corn-mills,  and  man) 
houses  burned,  and  land  laid  waste,  and  all  the  moveables  taken 
away  by  the  enemy  and  others,  the  land  and  mills  being  worth 
1501.  per  annum*  The  mills,  lands,  and  woods;  wholly  belong* 
ing  to  Robert  Barre,  Esq.  his  father-in-law,  only  20001  sterL 
winch  Captain  Henry  Osbuvne  his.  brother-in-law  and  he  had 
as  a  stock  on  foot  therein,  which,  upon  the  matter,  is  the  loss-of 
the  greatest  part  of  their  three  estates,  the  whole  loss  is  above 

The  above  curious  narrative  of  the  preservation  of  Belfast" 
in  that  troublesome  period,  is  confirmed  by  the  following  ex-  ' 
tract  of  if  true  Copy  qfa  Letter  sent  from  Doe  Castle  in  Ireland, 
from  an  Irish  Rebel  £Donell  O'CaneJ  to  ^Donothy  O'Cane  in] 
Dunkirk  {[bearing  date  1st  August,  1642]  prinU  if  or  W.  Hope, 
Land*  1645.——*'  I  wrote  to  you  before  that  ire  might  have 
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stopped  Captain  Lawson  his  jooxney  wheji  he  came  first' from  ' 
Lisnegarvy,  about  the  last  of  November,  through  our  country* 
and  spoke  then  with  our  cousin  Colonel  Shane  CVCane,  and 
was  trot  three  horse  and  himself  at  Muffe  upon  the  way,  and 
now  since,  we  hear  he  left  behind  him  a  foot  company;  and  a 
troop  of  horse,  and  was  the  first  in  those  parts  that  opposed 
our  cousin  Sir  Con  MacGims  of  entering  Lisnegarvy,  when  the 
Lord  Conoway,  his  troop  of  hor£e,  and  all  the  town's  people 
left  it,  and  the*  country  about,  and  but  for  him  wi  had  had  BaJU 
fast*  and  most  of  those  parts  in  possession :  we  did  little  dream 
any  such  action  had  been  in  him,  if  we  had,  we  would  have  cut 
khn  short  of  his  journey,  but  now  no  remedy.  We  have  burned 
most  of  the  country  about,  only  Tirconpell  doth  us  much  mis- 
chief;  our  cousin  Owen  MncCart,  [[Owen  MacAit ONteill,]]  is 
]  landed  here  at  Doe,  and -hath  taken  a  Puritan  bark  with  arms ; 
we  are  glad  of  his  arrival/' 

Nov.  28.— A  furious  assault  was  made  on  Lisburn  by  the 
great  body  of  the  Northern  Irish,  commanded  by  Sir  Phelim 
O'Neill,  Sir  Con  Magenois,  and  Major-general  Plunkett,  who 
succeeded  in  setting  -fire  to  the  town,  but  were  at  length  re-  . 
pulsed  by  the  intrepidity  of  the  Protestants,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  Sir  George  Rawdon,  (ancestor  of  the  present  earl  of 
Moira.)  and  Sir  Arthur  Tyringham.  A  reinforcement  which 
arrived  "  at  night  from  Belfast,  of  the  earl  of  DonegalTs  troop, 
and  a  company  of  foot  commanded  by  Captain  Boyde,"  served 
materially  to  strike  terror  into  the  assailants.  Captain  Boyde 
is  recorded  to  have  been  "  unhappily  slain  after  his  first  en- 
trance into  the  town."* 

1642 — A  treaty  having  been  at  length  concluded  by  the 
English  House  of  Commons  with'  the  Scottish  parliament,  for 

*  Arckaologui,  toL  p.  96,  Load.  1779. 
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the  sending  of  10,000  men  for  the  reduction  of  the  Irish  rebels, 
«boot  the  middle  of  April  the  first  division  under  general  Ro* 
bert  Monro  took  possession  of  Carrickfergus,  and  on  the  27th 
«•  a  party  of  them  drew  out  to  Malone,  and  the  next  day  being 
joined  by  1000  foot,  3  troops  oi  horse,  and  2  of  dragoons,  un- 
der Lord  Conway  and  colonel  Chichester/*  they  marched  to 
Iiafrarn,  where  they  were  joined  by  800  foot,  and  two  troops 
Of  horse  under  the  Lords  Claneboys  and  Ards ;  and  after  malt* 
ing  incursions  into  the  country  as  far  as  Armagh,  they  returned 
on  the  12th  of  May.* 

Aug. — The  English  parliament,  being  resolved  to  reduce 
wiUun  reasonable  bounds  the  extravagant  power  claimed  and 
exercised  by  the  kings'  of  England,  had  now  come  to  an  open 
rapture  with  .Charles,  and  the  hostile  standards'  were  erected 
on  both  sides  on  the  22d  of  this  month.  The  inhabitants  of 
Belfast  and  its  vicinity,  especially  those  who  were  connected  with 
the  Scots,  favoured  the  popular  party,  and  the  cause  of  liberty. 

1643.?-'-"  His  Majesty,  Charles  I.  being  fully  satisfied  of  the 
loyalty  and  affection,  &c.  of  Colonel  Arthur  Chichester,  consti- 
tuted nimby  commission,  governor  of  Belfast,  and  the  territory 
of  Ennishowen,  forbidding  all  persons  to  billet  or  garrison- 
any  soldiers  in  those  places,  or  make  any  assessments  upon 
the  inhabitants,  without  his  license  *id  approbation ;  and  for 
the  better  fortifying  of  the  town  of  Belfast,  his  Majesty  directed 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  advance  10001.  to  him  forthwith."  In. 
1 647  Colonel  Chichester  was  created  (the  first,)  earl  of  Done- 
gall,  t     '    ,<  * 

"  About  die  1st  of  June, '  350  men  from  every  English  re- 
giment about  Belfast,  viz.  my^Lord  Conn&ways,  360 ;  my  Lord 

•  tin*,  p.  114. 
t  Mfee'f  Pena&  tffr&md,  by  ArckialU  voL  {.  p,  S33. 
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Viscount  Ardes,  "350 ;  my  Lord  Viscount  Cfoneb&ges,  (ClancC 
boys)  350 ;  Colonel  Chkhester,  350 ;  Sir  James  Monternerge, 
I  (Montgomery)  350  >  Sir  John   Clot  worthies,  350.     To  this 
$100  foot,  203  Jibrse,  most  of  Colonel  Eylts  regiment  were 
joined:  marched  to  Mountnorris,  near  Newry,  where,  forming 
a  junction  with  Lord  Moore,  they  ravaged  the  county  of  Mo- 
naghaaand  Cavan,  and  returned  with  a  considerable  quantity 
of  booty,  viz.  3500  lean  cows  and  oxen  ;  2000  sheep,  and  near 
1000  baggage  horses,  and  killed  hundreds  of  straggling  rogues."* 
The  English  parliament  had  now  in-order  to  ingratiate  them- 
selves with  the  Scottish  nation,  from  whom  they  expected  con- 
siderable reinforcements,)  received  the,cOvenant  without  oppo- 
sition. Their  next  step  was  to  order  it  to  be  received  by  all  who 
lived  under  their  authority,  but  here  they  met  with  much  op- 
position, especially  in  Ireland ;  and  the  colonels  of  all  the  regi*' 
tnents  under  the  command  of  the  marquis  of  Ormond,  met  at 
Belfast  .on  the  2d  of  January,  to  deliberate  whether  obedience 
should  be  rendered  to  this  command.  *   Those  who  assembled 
on  this  occasion  were  the  Lord  Montgomery,  Sir  Robert  Stew- 
art, Sir  James  Montgomery,  Sir  William  Cole,  Colonels  Chi- 
chester and  Mervyri,  and  Robert  Thornton,  mayor  of  Deny  j 
all  of  whom  agreed  privately  among  themselves*  to  preserve' 
their  allegiance  to  Charte,  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  marquis 
of  Ormond,  and  not  to  accept  the  Covenant,  nor  any  comman* 
der  over  them.      April  4.— The  ministers  passed  through  the 
several  parishes  of  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim,  recom- 
mending the  Covenant,  "  the  country  people,  as  well  aft  sol* 
diers,  taking  k  with  as  much  zeal  as  if  it  was  the  only  means 
of  preserving  their  souls  and  bodies/'  t  ; 

•  See  A  Short  Extract  vfS&bcral  Letters,  p.  4  Land.  1643. 
t  Carte's*  Life  of  Jama  Butler,  Duke  tf  (ktumd,  vol*  I.  p.  490. 
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April  1$.— A  proclamation  was  published  by  the  Uprd  Lieu- 
tenant and  Council  against  tjbe  Covenant,  but  it  produced  litti* 
•feet;  so  thai  before  the  end  of  May  it  was  universally  re? 
ceived,  except  by  Sir  J.  Montgomery,  Sir  R.  Stewart,  and  his 
Major,  James  Galbraith  «pf  the  old  Scots,  and  three  English  re* 
-  giments.  <c  These  hat  were  in  a  very  distressed  condition,  and 
Colonel  Chkhester  having  represented  it  to  the  Lord  Lieute* 
nant,  desired  his.  assistance.  The  marquis  of  Ormond  raised 
30OL  upon  his  private  credit,  and  sent  it;  to  him  for  a  present 
relief  to  his  garrison  of  Belfast,  to  be  employed  fpr  the  security 
of  that  important  place  against  the  Covenanters,  assuring  him 
further,  that  he  had  written  to  England  to  procure  him  supplies,, 
and  would  engage  himself  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability  and  cre- 
dit for  his  relief."  *  ' 

April  27.— in  order  to  bring  the  remains  of  the  royal 
pa#y. under  tjieir  influence  and  authority,  the  English  Parlia- 
nfent  had  now  invested  Monroe  by  a  commission  under  the 
tim  broad  seal  of  England,  with  the  office  of  commander  in 
efoief  as,  well  of  tlje  Eqglish,  as  of  the  Scottish  forces  in  Ulster. 
**  §if  James  Montgomery  having  notice  thereof,  sent  to  desire 
ttye  rest  of  die  British  colonels  in  those  parts  to  meet  him  at 
Belfast,  to  consider  of  an  unanimous  answer  to  be  returned  to 
him  wljen  he  should  propose  to  them  to  submit  to  his  com- 
mand." 1  .     ,    . 

"  Monday,  May  1  3,"  was  fixed  for  the  day,  and  there  met  Sir 
James  {qmself,  the  Lords  Montgomery  and  Blaney,  Sir  Robert 
f^ewart,  Colonel  Hill,  Major  Rawdon,  Sir  Joseph  Jones,  and 
Major  Gore,  besides  Colonel  Chichester,  who  commanded  in 
the  place.  They  met  in  the  evening,  and  adjourning' their 
qonsnltatiop  to  the  next  morning,  had  retired  to  their  lodgings, 

•  Qartc,  vol  h  p,  493. 
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when  a  soldier  of  Colonel  Chichester's  coming  from  Carriek- 
feijgus,  brought  advice,  that  Monroe  had  given  orders  for  the 
garrison  of  that  place,  Colonel  HumeVand  other  Scotch  regi- 
ments, to  be  ready  to  march  at  two  of  the  clock  the  next  morning 
to  Belfast*     The  guards  hereupon  were  strengthened,  and 
•very  officer,  as  well  those  of  the  field  as  others,  ordered  upon 
duty.     Tins  being  done,  some  horse  were  sent  as  scouts  to 
make  discoveries,  who  returning  about  six  in  the  morning, 
positively  affirmed,  that  they  had  been  within  three  miles  of 
Carrickfergi^s,  and  that  the  whole  country  was  clear,  without  a 
man  to  be  seen.    Upon  this  advice  the  guards  were  all  dis-    - 
charged  except  the  ordinary  watch ;  and  the  officers  who  had 
been  all  night  upon  duty,  retired  to  their  rest.    About  fin  hour 
after,  Monroe  was  descried  within  half-a-mile  of  the  town,  ad* 
▼ancing  with  great  speed  towards  one  of  the  gates,  which 
(before  the  drums  could  beat  and  the  garrison  be  drawn  to* 
gether  to  make  opposition)  was  opened  to  him  by  a  sergeant 
of  Captain  Mac  Adam's  and  the  soldiers  of  the  guard  ;  so  that 
he  marched  orderly  through  the  place  till  he  came  to  the  op- 
posite or  south  gate,  leading  to  Lisnegarvy ;  and  then  directed 
his  men  in  several  parties  to  possess  themselveaof  the  bulwarks, 
cannon,  and  guards.     Colonel  -Chichester  prevailed  with  the 
other  colonels  to  repair  to' Monroe,  and  ask  .what  he  meant  by 
surprising  the  town.     He  replied,  that  as  Colonel  Chichester 
had 'published  a  proclamation  against  the  covenant  by  which 
such  as  had  taken  it  conceived  themselves  to  be  declared 
traitors,  discountenanced  his  officers  and  the  townsmen  who 
offered  to  take  it,«and  had  formerly  refused  to  suffer  some  of 
the  Scots  to  garrison  there,  he  did  not  think  himself  safe 
without  having  a  garrison  of  his  own  in  the  place;  and4 so 
ordered  Colonel  Chichester**  men  to  depart,  except  such  as  he 
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would  leave  for  a  guard  t©  his  house.  Thus  was  Belfast  lost 
by  the  treachery  of  the  scouts,  who,  meeting  Monroe,  had  been 
ordered  by  him  to  return  aid  carry  that  false  intelligence  of 
their  being  no  forces  to  be  seen  in  the  country." 

As  soon  as  Monroe  had  secured  Belfast,  and  brought  it  under 
the  authority  of  the  English  parliament,  he  marched  with  a 
detachment  to  Lisnegarvy,  but  being  disappointed  in  seizing 
the  town  ty  force,  and  finding  the  army  stationed  there  resolv- 
ed to  obey  the  Marquis  of  Ormond,  he  marched  back  to 
Belfast.  On  his  return  he  permitted  Colonel  Chichester's  own 
company  to  remain  in  the  castle,  while  the  colonel  himself 
irent  to  England  to  complain  of  the  injury  done  him.  In  his 
absence  h»*  regiment  was  expelled  the  town,  and  assigned  ' 
quarters  at  Malone  and  in  the  neighbouring  villages;  but 
under  colour  of  leading  them  thither,  Lieutenant  Colonel . 
Matthews*  and  Major  Chichester  accompanied  them,  and  the 
former  conducting  a  party  to  Newry,  determined  to  defend 
that  place  to  the.  utmost. 

.  Dreading,  however,  lest  the  English- and  Scots  forces  should 
come  to  an  open  rupture,  a  situation  that  could  not  but' be  very  , 
prejudicial  to  the  general  cause  in  which  they  were  both  en- 
gaged against  the  Irish  rebels,  the  commanding  officers  of 
Hill's*  (Jonway's,  and  Chichester's  regiments  drew  up  ,a  formal 
stipulation  with  Monroe,  in  which,  with  a  proviso  that  the 
English  should  not  be  forced  to  take  an  oath  contrary  to  the 
fundamental  laws  of  Ireland,  till  they  had  first  made  their  - 
representations  to  parliament,  they  engaged,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Scots,  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour  against  the 
Irish  rebels;  in  the  justice  of  which  they  declared  themselves 
to  be  fully  satisfied  in  their  consciences.* 

*  Corf*  V6L  I.  p.  490,— Vol.  III.  p,  *$&  297.  301  ♦ 
1.     •  » 
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On  the  17th  of  May,  the  Marquis  of  Ormond  received  in- 
formation of  the  surprise  of  Belfast,  by  means  of  letters  from 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  Matthews ;  this  intelligence  waft 
soon  after  confirmed  on  the  arrival  of  "Colonel  Chichester, 
his  wife,  and  some  of  his  troops."  The  privy  council  was  in 
*  consequence,  immediately  assembled,  and  letters,  were  dis- 
patched to  Monroe,  "  requiring  xthe  rendering  up  of  that  town, 
and  of  his  majesty's  arms,  ammunition,  and  ordnatice  therein, 
and  his  removal  with  his  forces  from  thence."— Monroe,  how- 
ever, did  not  think  proper  to  comply.* 

Jane  27.— -The  English  and  Scots  forces  in  the  vicinity  of 
Belfast,  having  assembled  at  Lisburn  under  the  command  of 
General  Monroe,  made  an  incursion  as  far  as  the  county^  of 
Longford,  and  after  ravaging  the  country  returned  "  two  miles 
further  than  Lisnegarvy"  on  the  14th  of  July;  and  on  the 
15th  "  every  regiment  retired  towards  their  several  quarters, 
in  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim.t 

1645,  October. — Sir  R.  Bang  and  Mr  Annesley  the  parlia- 
mentary commissioners,  and  Colonel  Beale  from  the  committee 
of  adventurers,  arrived  in  Ulster  about  the  latter  end  of  this 
month.  Their  intention  was,  if  possible,  to  bring  as  well  the 
Scots  as  the  royal  party  under  the  controul  of  the  English 
parliament.  With  this  view  they  demanded  of  Monroe  to  de- 
liver up  Belfast,  (where  they  ordinarily  resided)  ;  but  with  this 
order  he  refused  to  comply  until  be  had  received  directions 
from  the  state  of  Scotland  4  *  -- 
^    1646.— In  November  a  considerable  force  arrived  from 

•  Carte,  Vol.  kll.  312.  S14. 

f  See  A  full  Relation  of  the  late  Expedition  of  the  Right  Hon.  the. 
Lord  Monroe,  Major-General  of  all  the  Protestant  forces  in  Ulster,  with 
tkeixjevtral  Marches  and  Skkmshe*  with  the  Moody  Irish  Rebels,  Load,  1644. 

t  Carte,  Vol.  I.  638. 
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England  under  the  direction  of  the  parliamentary  commission* 
era.  Being  refused  admission  into  Dublin  by  the  Marquis  of 
Ormond,  "  they  carried  all  their  supplies  into  yister,  where 
they  met  with  a  very  cold  reception  from  the  Scots.  The, 
commissioners  themselves  were  with  difficulty  admitted  into 

"  Belfast,  but  their  forces  were  absolutely  refused  entrance  either 
into  that  place  or  Carrickfergus ;  and  the  ships  were  forced  to 
hover  a  week  about  the  coast  before  the  men  could  be  landed."* 
This  request  for  the  delivery  of  the  town,  so  pertinaciously 
repeated,  excited  such  disgust  in  the  minds  of  the  Scots,  that 
it  furnished  them  with  a  strong  motive  (which  they  appear  to 
have  entertained)  for  deserting  the  parliamentary  interest,  and 
embracing  the  cause  of  the  king,  after  they  had  sold  him  into  . 
the  hands  of  the  parliament  in  1647*— Belfast 'they  always 
considered  as  "  necessary  for  the  security  of  their  troops  as 
long  as  they  continued  in  Ulster. "+  > 

1649* — The  commencement  of  this  year  \s  distinguished  in 
the  annals  of  the  world,  for  the  performance  of  a  deed  on  which 
tyrants  ought  frequently  to  reflect— and  tremble.  Charles 
Stuart,  (commonly  called  Charle3  I.)  was  summoned  before 
the  tribunal  of  England,  and  underwent  the  disgrace  and 
ignominy  of  a  public  execution  for  betraying  the  trust  reposed 
in  him  as  king  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  A  remarkable 
alteration  had  about  the  same  period  also  taken  place  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  England,  and  was  every  day  becoming 
more  apparent.  Stupid  and  persecuting  covenants  for  the  ex- 
clusive establishment  and  pensioning  of  fanatical  systems  of 
religion  had  begun  to  be  openly  disclaimed  by  thousands,  and 
the  universal  toleration  of  all  peaceable  Sects  was  publicly 
recommended  and  put  in  practice.    Alarmed  at  this  important 

•  Carte,  ybl.  I.  p.  69.  f  Carie,  Vol.  II.  p.  13. 
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change  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  apprehending  the  over- 
throw of  the  solemn  league  and  covenant,  and  the  downfa!  of 
the  Kirk,  the  rigid  Presbyterians  (whose  system  at  that  period 
Savoured  strongly  of  intolerance'  and  persecution,)  took  the 
opportunity  of  the  king's  violent  and  untimely  end,  and  under 
pretence  of  declaring  their  abhorrence  of  the  deed,  exclaimed 
Iqudly  against"  the  practices  of  the  Sectarian  party,  as  they 
denominated  the  Independents,  their  public  toleration  of  all 
religions,  and  then*  opposition   to  the  covenant.      Foremost 
amongst  these  intolerants  was  the  Presbytery  of  Belfast,  but 
their  complaints  served  no  6tl\er  good  purpose  than  to  draw- 
down upon  them  the  vengeance  of  the  immortal  John  Mii/roto, 
one  of  those  illustrious  men  who  first  had  the  honour  of  openly 
declaring  for  the  toleration  of  all  Sects,  whose  principles  did 
not  interfere  with  the  power  of  the  civil  magistrate.     As  the) 
declaration  of  the  Presbytery  of  Belfast,  and  the  Answer  of 
-  Milton  are  difficult  to  be  met  with,  they  shall  both  be  inserted 
from  the  original,  printed  in  London  by  M. -Simmons^  lfj4?9, 
and  it  must  be  consolatory  to  reflect,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Belfast  of  the  present  day  have,  made,  an  ample  atonement  for 
the  errors  and  failings  of  their  ancestors,  by  their  uniform  and 
.  rigid  attachment,  for  the  last  hundred  years,  to  the  great  prin-i  - 
dples  of  toleration,  and  a  free  constitution. 
"  A  Necessary  Representation  of  the  present  evils  and  imminent 
dangers  to  Religion,  Lams,  and  Liberties,  arising  from  the 
late  and  present  practices  of  the  Sectarian  party  in  England: 
together  with  an  exhortation  to  ditties  relating  to  the  Cove- 
nant, unto  all  tvtihin  our  charge  ;  and  to  all  the  well  affected 
within  this  Kingdom,  by  the  Presbytery  at  Belfast,  February 
15,  1649." 
u  When  we  do  seriously  consider  the  great  and  many  duties 
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which  we  owe  unto  God,  and  his  people,  over  whom  he  hath 
made  us  overseers,  and  for  whom  we  must  give  an  account ; 
and  when  we  behold  the  laudable  examples  of  the  worthy 
ministers  of  the  province  of  London,  and  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  in  their 
free  and  faithful  testimonies  against  the  insolencies  of  the  Sec*  • 
tarian  party  in  England.  Considering  also  the  dependency  of 
this  kingdom  upon  the  kingdom  of  England,  and  remembering 
how  against  strong  oppositions  we  were  assisted  by  the  Lord 
the  last  year  in  discharge  of  the  like  duty,  and  how  he  punished 
the  contempt  of  our  warning  upon  the  despisers  thereof.  We 
find  ourselves  as  necessitated,-  so  the  more  encouraged  to  cast 
in  our  mite  in  the  treasury,  lest  our  silence  should  involve 
us  in  the  guilt  of  unfaithfulness,  and  our  people  in  security  and 
neglect  of  duty. 

••  In  this  discharge  oP  the  trust  put  upon  us  by  God,  we 
would  not  be  looked  upon  as  sowers  of  sedition,  or  broachers 
-dl national  and*  divisive  motions ;  bur  record  is  in  heaven,  that 
nothing  is  more  hateful  unto  us,  nor  less  intended  by  us,  and 
therefore  we  shall  not  fear  the  malicious  and  wicked  aspersions 
which  we  know  Satan  by  his  instruments  is  ready  to  cast,  not 
only  upon  us,  but  on  all  who  sincerely  endeavour  the  advance- 
ment of  reformation.  * 

"  What  of  late  have  been,  and  now  are  the  insolent  and 
presumptuous  practices  of  the  Sectaries  in  England,  is  not. 
unknown  to  the  world :  for,  first,  notwithstanding  their  specious 
pretences  for  religion  and  liberty,  yet  their  late  and  present 
actings,  being  therewith  compared,  do  clearly  evidence  that 
they  love  a  rough  garment  %to  deceive  ;  since  they  have  with  a 
high  hand  despised  the  oath  in  breaking  the  covenant,  which 
is  so  strong  a  foundation  to  both,  whilst  they  loaden  it  with 
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slighting  reproaches,  calling  it  a  bundle  of  particular  and  con* 
trary  interests,  and  a  snare  to  the  people,;  and  likewise  labour 
to  establish  by  laws  an  universal  toleration  of  all  religions, 
which  is  an  innovation  overturning  of  unity  in  religion,  and  so 
directly  repugnant  to  the  word  of  God,  ike  two  first  articles  qf 
our  solemn  covenant,  which  is  the  greatest  wickedness  in  them 
to  violate,  since  many  of  the  chiefest  of  themselves,  have 
with  their  hands  testified  to  the  most  high  God,  sworn,  and 
sealed  it. 

"  Moreover,  their  great  disaffection  to  the  settlement  of  re- 
ligion, and  so  their  future  breach  of  covenant  doth  more  fully 
appear  by  their  strong  opposition  to  presbyterian  government 
(the  hedge*  and  bulwark  of  religion,)  whilst  they -express  their 
hatred  to  it,  more  than  to  .the  worst  of  errors,  by  excluding  it 
under  the  name  of  compulsion,  when  they  embrace  even 
Paganism  and  Judaism  in  the  arms  of  toleration.  Not  to 
speak  of  their  aspersions  upon  it,  and  the  assertors  thereof 
as  anti-christian  and  popish,  though  they  have  deeply  sworn 
to  maintain  the  same  government  in  the  first  article  Of  tht 
covenant,  as  it  is  established  in  the  Cnurch  of  Scotland,  which 
they  now  so  despite,  and  fully  blaspheme.  N 

"Again,  it  is  more  than  manifest- that  they  seek  not  the  , 
vindication,  bntthe  extirpation  of  laws  abd  liberties,  as  appears 
by  their  seizing  on  the  person,  of  the  king,  and  at '  their  plea- 
sure removing  him  from  place  to  place,  not  only  without  the' 
consent,  but  (if  we  mistake  not)  against  a  direct  ordinance  of 
parliament;  their  violent  surprising,  imprisoning,  and  seclud- 
ing many  of  the  most  worthy  members  of  the  honourable 
house  of  commons,  directly  against  a  declared  privilege  of 
parliament  (an  action  certainly  without  parallel  in  any  age,) 
and  their  purposes  of  abolishing  parliamentary  power  for  tha 
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future,  and  establishing  of  a  representative  (as  they  call  it) 
instead  thereof.  Neither  hath  their  fury  staid  here,  but  with- 
out all  rule  or  example,  being  but  private  men,  they  have 
proceeded  to  the  trial  of  the  king,  against  both  the  interest 
and  protestation  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  the  former 
public  declarations  of  both  kingdonis_(besides  the  violent  haste, 
rejecting,  the  hearing  of  any  defences)  with  cruel  hands  have  * 

i  put  him  to  death ;  an  act  so  horrible,  as  no  history,  divine  or 
human,  hath  laid  a  precedent  of  the  like.       "  ♦ 

"  These,  and  many  other  their  detestable  insolencies/may 
abundantly  convince  every  Unbiassed  judgment,  that  the 
present  practice  of  the  Sectaries,  and  their  abettors,  do  directly 
overturn  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  kingdoms,  root  out  lawful 
and  supreme  magistracy  (the  just  privileges  whereof  we  have 
sworn  to  maintain)  and  introduce  a  fearful  confusion,  and 
lawless  anarchy. 

"  The  spirit  of  God  by  Solomon  tells  us,  (Pro.  xxx.  21.)  "  That 
a  servant  to  reign  is  one  of  the  four  things  for  which  the  earth 
is  disquieted,  and  which  it  cannot  bear/'  We  wonder  nothing 
that  the  earth  is  disquieted  for  these  things;  but  we  wonder 
greatly,  if  the  earth  can  bear  them,  and  albeit  if  the  Lord  so 
permit,  that  folly  be  set  in  great  dignity,  and  they  which  sit 

.  in  low  place;  "That  servants  ride  upon^norses,  and  princes 
walk  as  servants  upon  the  earth,"  (Eccl.  x.  6, 7.)  Yet  the  same 
wise  man  saith,  (Pro.  xix.  10.)  «  t)elight  is  not  seemly  for  a 
fool,  much  less  for  a  servant  to  have  rule  over  princes." 

«  When  we  consider  these  things,  we  cannot  but  declare  and 
manifest  our  utter  dislike  and  detestation  of  such  unwarrantable 
practices*  directly  subverting  our  covenant,  religion,  laws,   and 
liberties.     And  as  watchmen  in  Sion  warn  all  the  lovers  of  truth/ 
and  well-affecfed  to  the  covenant,  carefully  to  avoid  compliance 
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witfy,  or  not  bearing  witness  against  horrid  insolenciet,  least 
(  partaking,  with  them  in  their  sins,  they  also  be  partakers  of 
their  plagues.  Therefore,  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  we  ear- 
nestly intreat,  and  in  the  authority  of  Jesus  Christ,  (whose 
servants  we  aire)  charge  and  obtest  all  who  resolve  to  adhere 
unto  truth  and  the  covenant*  diligently  to  observe,  and  con* 
acientiously  to  perform  4hese  following  duties.        <  , 

)•  ".That  according  to  our  sojepm  covenant!,  every  one  study 
moqe  to  the  power  of  godliness,  and  personal  reformation  of 
themselves  and  families,  because  for  the  great  breach  of  this 
part  of  the  covenant,  God  is  highly  offended  with  these  lands, 
,  and  justly  provoked  to  permit  men  to  be  the  instruments  of 
our  misery  and  afflictions* 

2.  <(  That  every  one  in  their  station  and  calling  earnestly 
Contend  for  the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  to  the  saints, 

'    (Jude  3.)     And  seek  to  have  their  hearts  established  with  grace, 

th&t  they  be  not  unstable  mid  wavering,  carried  about  with 

every  wind  of  doctrine;  but  that  they  receive  the  truth  in 

love,  avoiding  the  company  of  such  as  withdraw  from  and  vilify 

the  public  ordinances ;  speak  evil  of  church  goverment ;  invent 

damnable  errors  under  the  specious  pretence  of  a  gospel  way, 

mudnetvUgki;  and  highly  extol  the  persons  and  courses  of 

notorious  sectaries,  lest  God  give  them  over  to  strong  de- 

*  * 

•  lusions  (the  plague  of  these  times)  that  they  may  believe  lies, 

>  and  be  damned,  * 

3.  "That  they  would  not  be  drawn  by  council,  command,  or 

>  example,  to  shake  eif  the  ancient  and  fundamental  government  - 
of  these  kingdoms  by  king;  and  parliament,  which  we  are  so 
deeply  engaged  tp  preserve  by  our  solemn  covenant*  as  they 
would  not  be  found  gviilty  of  the,  great  evil  of  these  times  (con* 
denned  by  the^  Holy  Ghost)  the  despising  of  dominion,  end 
speaking  evil  of  duties, 
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4.  "  That  tb?y  do  cordially  endeavour  the  preservation  of  the 
•  union  among  the  well  affected  in  the  kingdoms,  not  being 
swayed  by  any  national  respect;  remembering  that  part  of  the 
covenant,  "  that  we  shall  not  suffer  ourselves  direetly  nor  in- 
directly, by  whatsoever  combination,  persuasion,  or  terror,  to 
be  divided  or  withdrawn  from  this  blessed  union,  and  con- 
junction. 

«  And  finally,  albeit  there  be  more  present  hazard  from  the 
power  of  sectaries  (as  were  from  malignahts  the  last  year)  yet 
we  are  not  ignorant  .of  the  evil  purposes  of  malignants,  even  jst 
thi*  time  in  .all  the  kingdoms,  and  particularly  in  this;  and 
for  this  cause  we  exhort  every  one  with  equal  watchfulness  to 
keep  themselves  free  from  associating  with  such,  or. from 
swerving  in  their  judgments  to  malignant  principles;  and  to 
avoid  all  such  persons  as  have  been  from  the  beginning  known 
opposers~of  reformation,  refusers  of  the  covenant,  combining 
themselves  with.  Papist*,  and  other  notorious  malignants,  es? 
periaHy  such  as  have  been  chief  promoters  of.  the  late  engage* 
'  roent  against  England,  calumniators  of  the  work  of  reformation, 
lij  reputing  the  miseries  of  the  present  times  unto  the  advancers 
thereof  and  that  their  just  hatred  to  sectaries  incline  not  their 
minds  to  favour  malignants,  or  to  thinfc  that  becauseof  the  power 
of  sectaries,  the  cause  of  God  needs  the  more  Xo  fear  the  en- 
mity, or  to  stand  in  need  of  the  help  of  malignants;" 

Observations  upon .  the  Articles  of  Peace  tmth  the  Irish  Rebels* 
on  the  Letter  of  Ormond  to  Colonel  Jones,  Mnd  the  Repre- 
sentation  of  the  Presbytery  at  Belfast,  by,  John  Milton. 

(  ^Although,  i^be  a  maxim  mnc^i  agreeable  to  wisdom*  that 
just  deecls  are  the  best  answer  to  injurious  words,  and  actions 
of  whatever  sort  their  own  plainest  interpreters,  yet  since  our 
2.  * 
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ggaaattaa— BBgpi  rim  rn  '  t  "it  {  sssssssssssssmm 
enemies  can  find  the  leisure  both  ways  to  offend  its/it  wiH  be 
requisite  we  should  be  found  in  neither  of  those  ways  neglectful 
of  our  just  defence.  To  let  them  know,  that  sincere1  and  up- 
right intentions  can  certainly  with  as  much  ease  deliver  them- 
,  selves  into  words  as  into  deeds. 

"  Haying  therefore  s&n  of  late  those  Articles  of  Peace 
granted  to  the  papist  rebels  of  Ireland,  as  special  graces  and 
favours  front  the  late  ling,  in  reward,  most  likely,  of  tfieir 
work  done,  and  in  his  name  and  authority  confirmed  and 
ratified  by  James  Earl  of  Ormond,  together  with  his  letter  to 
Colonel  Jones,  governor  of  Dublin,  full  of  contumely  and  dis- 
honour both  to  the  parliament  and  army.  And  on  the  other 
side  an  insolent  and  seditious  representation  from  the  Scotch 
Presbytery  at  Belfast  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  no  less  dis- 
honourable to  the  state,  and  much  about  the  same  time  brought 
hither;  there  will  be  needful  as  to  the  same  slanderous  as- 
persions but  one  and  the  same  vindication  against  diem  both. 
Nor  can  we  sever  them  in  our  notice  and  resentment,  though 
dne  part  entitled  a  Presbytery,  and  would  be  thought  a  prates* 
thnt  assembly,  since  their  own  unexampled  virulence  bath  wrapt 
them  Into  the  same  guilt,  made  them  accomplices  and  assistants 
to  the  ttbhorred  Irish  rebels,  and  with  them  at  present  to 
advance  the  same  interest.  If  we  consider  both  their  calumnies, 
their  hatred;  and  the  pretended  reasons  of  their  hatred  to.  be 
the  same;  the  time  also,  and  the  place  concurring,  as  that  there 
lacks  nothing  but  a  few  formal  words,  which  may  be  easily 
dissembled,  to  make  the  most  perfect  conjunction,  and  between 
them  to  divide  that  island/* 

AffeV  animadverting  on  the  *  Articles' of  Race,"  he'  then 
proceeds  to  cohsHRririore ''*#  large,  the  Representation  of*  the;. 
Presbytery  of  ffe#a&>^ :  V; 
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"  We  hare  now  to  deal,  thoggh  in  the. same  country,  with  * 
another  sort  of  adversaries  in  show  far  different,  in  substance 
modi  the  same.  These  write  themselves  the.  Presbytery 
of  Belfast,  a  place  better  known  by  the  name  of  a  late  barony* 
than  by  the  fame  of  these  men's  doctrine  or  ecclesiastical  deeds, 
whose  obscurity  till  now  nevfr  came  to  .our  hearing.  And 
surely  we  should  think  this  their  representment  far  beneath 
considerable,  who  have  neglected  and  past  over  the  like  un- 
advisedaess  of  their  fellows  in  other  places  more  near  us, 
were  it  not  to  observe  in  some  particulars  the  sympathy,  good 
intelligence,  and  joint  pace  which  they  go  in  the  North  of 
Ireland,  with  their  copartning  rebels  in  the  South,  driving  on  " 
thetaaine  interest  to  lose  us  that  kingdom,  that  they  may  gain 
it  themselves,  or  at  least  share  in  the  spoil ;  though  the  other 
1be  open  enemies,  these  pretended  brethren. 

«  The  Introduction  of  their  Manifest  out  of  doubt  must  be 
zealous.  "  Their  duty  (they  say)  to  God  and  his  people,  - 
oyer  whom  he  hath  made  them  overseers,  and  for  whom  they 
must  give  account9'  What  mean  these  men  ?  Is.  the  Presby* 
tery  of  BeUapt*  a  small  town  in  Ulster,  of,  so  large  extent,  that 
their  voices  cannot  serve  to  teach  duties  in  the  congregation 
which  they  oversee,  without  spreading  ( and  divulging  to  all 
parts  far.  beyond  the  diocese  of  Patrick  or  Cqlumba,  their 
written  representation,  under  the  subtle  pretence  of  feeding  their 
own  flock?  Or  do  they  think  to  oversee. or  undertake  to  giye 
an  account  for  all  to  whom  their  paper  sends  greeting?  St 
Paul  to  the  Elders  of  Epbesus  thinks  it  sufficient  to  give 
charge  that  they  take  heed  to  themselves  and  to  the  flock,  over 
which  they  were  made  overseers ;  beyond  those  bounds  he 
enlarges  not  their  commission.  .And  surely  when  we  put 
down  Biahops,  and  put  up  Presbyters,  vrhich  the  most  of  them 
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have  made*  use  of1  to  enrich1  arid '  exatt  themselves,  and  turn 
the  first  heei  against  their  benefactors,  we  did  not  think  that 
one  classic  fraternity  so  obscure  amf  so  remote,  should  in- 
volve us  and  all  state  ajfairs  within  the'  censure  and  jurisclfc 
'  tion  of  Belfast,  upon  preteifce  of  overseeing  their  own'  charge. 
u  We  very  well  know  that  church  censures  are  limited  t6 
church  matters,  and  .these  within  the  compass  of  their  own 
province,  or  to'  say  more  truly,  of  their  own  congregation; 
that  afeirs  of  state  are  not  for  their  meddfing,  as  we  could  . 
urge  even  from  their  own  invectives  and  protestations  against 
the  bishops,  wherein  they  tell  them  with  much  fervency,  that 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  neither  by  that  function  nor  by  ariy 
other  which  they  ought  accept,  have  the1  least  warrafit  16'  be 
pragmatical  in  the  state. 

"  And  surely  in  vain  were  bishops  for  these  and  other  calisjes 
forbiof  to  sit  and  vote  in  the  House,  if  these  men  out  of  the 
house  and'  without  vote,  shall  claim  and  be  permitted  more 
license  on  their  preshyleriari  stools,  do  breed  continual  distur- 
bance hy  interposing  in  the  co?nmonx»enltk.      Bift  Seeing  that 
,  now,  since  their  heaving  out  the  prelates  to  heave  fn  themselves; 
they  devise  new  ways  to  bring  Doth  ends  toge'tfref  which  wilt 
never  meet,  that  is  to  say,  their  former  doctrine  With  their 
present  doings,  as  that  the^  cannot  else  teach  magistrates  and 
^  subjects  their  duty,  and  that  they  have"  bestdes  a  right  them- 
selves to  speak  as  members  of  the  commonwealth,  let  them 
know  tliaf  there  is  a  wide  difference  between4  foe  general  exhor- 
tation to  justice  and  obedience,  wiftcfr  in  ihis  point  is  the 
utmost  of  their  duty,  and  the  state  disrates  wherein  they  are 
now  grown  sucn  busy  bodies,  to  preach  of  titles,  interests',  and 
alterations  in  government,  mofe  than  our  Stfviout  himgelf,  or 
any  of  his  apostles  eve#-  took  upon  them,  though  the  title  both 
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of  Caesar  and  of  Herod,  and  what  they  did  in  matters  of  state, 
might  liave  then  admitted  controversy  enough.  t 

"  Next'for  their  civil  capacities,  we  are  sure, that  pulpits  and 
church  assemblies,  whether  classical  or  provincial,  never  were 
intended  or  allowed  by  wise  magistrates,  rib  nor  by  him  that  ' 
sent  them,  to  advance  such  purposes;  but  that  as  members  of 
the  commonwealth  they  ought  to  mix  with  other  commoners, 
andHn  that  temporal- body  to  assume  nothing,  above  other  pri- 
vate persons,  or  otherwise  than  in  a  usual  and  legal  manner ;  not, 
by  distinct  remonstrances  and  representmenis>  as  if  they  were 
a  tribe'and  party  by  themselves/  which  is  the  next  immediate 
way  to  make  the  church  lift  a  horn  against  the  state*  and  claim 
'ttrabeohtte  andvundepending:  jurisdiction^  as  from  like advatt. 
W^  and*  occasioti  (to  the  trouble  of  all  Christendom)  Ike  Pope 
hath  for1  niany  ages  done  ;  and  not  only  our  bishops  were 
climbing  after  him,  but  oar  presbyters  also,  as  by  late  expend 
ment  we  find*41  Of  this  representation,  therefdrey  we  can 
esteenf  ami  Jvidge  no  other  than  of  a  slanderous  and  seditious 
B6el,*sent  abroad  by  a  sort  of  incendiaries,  todelude  and  make 
the  Better  way  under  the  cunning;  and  plausible  name  of  a 
^esbytby. 

"  It  appears  from  this,  that  ifrilton  had  but  an  imperfect  idea  of  that 
m»donidf  mb^htantfKbfer^ofdJiCTMsibiiv  which  authorises  the  wuxt 
taamuidenMe  £er*ra  or  body  of  men  in  the  nation  to  deliver  their  #en*j- 
wmtt  on  public  affaire  in  times  of  alarm,  with  vigilance  and  promptitude. 
'  The  cause  which  will  not  bear  the  scrutiny  of  a  temperate  and  honest x 
cbseuasforf,  most  be  practically  or  systematical?/  faaeWIf  #  were  merely 
Miltoft'a  intention  to  reprehend  the  Presbytery  of  Belfast  for  canvassing 
state  transactions  in  their  mmuterial  capacity,  his  censures  are  just,  and 
his  arguments  (See  p.  &•)  incontrovertible.  To  exert  an  undue  influence 
over  otapoikiad  concerns  by  means  of  derical  terrors,  is  not  the  duty  of 
christian  ministers..  The  protestant  clergy  dare  not  mow  assume  such  a 
prerogative.  I  wish  I  could  pronounce  the  same  of  those  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Religkm,  who  hate  never  failed  io  reader  their  neck*  dependent 
•n  them  id  jrattfcoi  matters,  when  it  suited  their  oesigua. 
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"  A  second  reason  of  their  representing  is,  "  that  they  con- 
sider the  dependence  of  that  kingdom  upon  England/'  which  is  - 
another  shameless  untruth  that  ever  they  considered ;  as  their 
own  actions  will  declare,  by  conniving,  and  in  their  silence  partak- 
ing with  those  in  Ulster,  whose  obedience,  by  what  we  have  yet 
heard,  stands  dubious,  and  with  an  eye  of  conformity  rather 
to  the  north,  than  to  that  part  where  they  owe  their  subjection ; 
and  this  in  all  likelihood  by  the  inducement  and  instigation  of 
these  representors,,  who  are  so  far  from  considering  their  de- 
pendence on  England*  as  to  presume  at  every  word  to  term 
proceedings  of  parliament,  the  insolencies  of  a  sectarian  party* 
and  of  private  men.  Despising  dominion,  and  speaking  evil  of 
dignities,  which  hypocritically  they  would  seem  to  dissuade  N 
others  from ;  and  not  fearing  the  due  correction  of  their  su- 
periors, that  may  in  fit  season  overtake  them. .  When  as  the 
least  consideration  of  their  dependaace  on  England  would  have 
kept  them  better  in  their  duty* 

"  The  third  reason  which  they  use>  makes  against  them ;  the 
remembrance  how  God  punished  the  contempt  of  their  warning 
last  year  upon  the  breakers  of  the  covenant,  whence  the«ext 
year  after  they  forget  the  warning  of  that  punishment  hanging 
N  over  their  own  heads  for  the  very  same  transgression,  their 
manifest  breach  of  covenant  by  this  seditious  representation,  ' 
accompanied  with  the  doubtful  obedience  of  thai  province 
which  represents  it 

«  And  thus?  we  have  their  preface  supported  with  three  reasons ; 
two  of  them  notorious  falsities,  and  the  third  against  themselves ; 
and  two  examples,  the  province  of  London,  apd  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  Kirk  assembly.  But  certain,  if  canonical  ex- 
amples bind  not,  much  less  do  apocryphal.  ' 
"  Proceeding  to  avouch  the  trust  put  upon  them  by  God, 
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which  is  plainly  proved   to  be  none  of  this  nature,  they 

would  not  be  looted  upon  as  sowers  of  sedition,  or  authors  of 

..  divisive  motions,  their  record,  they  say,  is  in  heaven,  and  their 

'  truth  and  honesty  no  man  knows  where.    For  is  not  this  a 

shameless  hypocrisy  and  of  mere  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing,  to 

sow  sedition  in  the  ears  of  all  tnen,  and  to  face  us  down  in  the 

very  act,  that  they  are  authors  of  no  such  matter.    But  let  the 

sequel  both  of -their  paper,  and  the  obedience  of  the  place 

wherein  they  are,  determine. 

"  Nay,  while  we  are  yet  wilting  these  things,  and  foretelling 
ail  fnen i  the  rebellion  which  was  even  then  designed  in  the  close 
purpose  of  ihese  unhallowed  priestlings,  at  the  very  time  when 
with  their  Hps  they  disclaimed  all  sowing  of  sedition,  news  is 
brought,  and  too  true,  that  the  Scottish  inhabitants  -of  that 
province  arc  actually  revolted,  and  have  not  only  besieged  in 
Londonderry  those  forces  whieh  were  to  have  fought  against 
Ormond*  and  the  Irish  rebels*  but  have  in  a  manner  declared 
with  them,  and  begun  open  war  against  the  parliament ;  and 
all  this  by  the  incitement  and  illusions  of  that  unchristian 
SytHmgogue  at  Belfast}  who  yet  dare  charge  the  parliament,  that 
rjotwithstaridine  specious  pretences,'  yet  their  actions  do  evi- 
dence that  they  love  a  rough  garment  to  deceive.  "*  The  "deceit 
we  own  not,  but  the  comparison,  by  what  at  first  sight  may 
item  alluded,  we  accept ;  for  that  harry  roughness  assumed; 
wori  Jatefofc  the  birthright  both  temporal  and  eternal ;  and  God; 
we  trust,  hath  so  disposed  the  ibbuth  of  these'  Balaams,  that 
coming  to  curse1,  they  have  stumbled  into  a  kind  of  blessing, 
and  cbtnpared  our  actings  to  the  faithful  act  of  'that patrftfrefr/ 
«  Bttt  if  they  nrtan,  as  more  probably  their  meaning'  was/ 
Jtiat  rough  garment  spoken  of  in  Zach;  an.  4.  we  may  then 
beboia  the  pitiful  store  of  learning  and  theology,  which  Jto* 
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deceivers  have  thought  sufficient  to  uphold  their,  credit,  with 
the  people,  vwho,.  though  the,  rancour  thar  Jeavena,  them  have 
somewhat  quickened  the  cominon   drawling  of  ,  their  .pulpit 
elocution,  yet  for  .want,  of  s^ock  enough  in  scripture  phrase  to 
serve.the  necessary  uses, of  their  malice,  they  are.becanie.so 
liberal,,  as  to  part  freejy,  with  .tbejr  own  tme'ge  gowns  from  off 
their  hacks,  and  ibestow  thep  on  the,  magistrate .  as  a,  .rough 
garment  to  deceive,  rather  than  not  be  furnished  with  a,  re- 
proach though  never  so  improper,  never :  so.pbvjrjtus  Jo  he 
turned  <ipon  themselves.  /  For  .but  with  half  an  eye  <jast4  upon 
that  text,  any,  man  will  soon  discern;  tftat  rough  garment  ly  he 
theirown,  coat,  their  own  Iiv.eiy,  the,  we^ry,  badge  an(J  cognjsajips 
of  such  false  prophets  as  .themselves.    Who;,  when,  they.  underr 
stand,  or  ever  seriously  mind  the  beginning  of*  that  fourth 
verse,  may  be  ashamed  every  one  of  his  tying  vision,  .and 
may  justly  fear  that  foregoing  denouncement  tp  such  as.  speak 
lies  in  the  name  of  ^he  Lord,  (verse  %)  lurking  under  the  rough 
garment  of  outward  rigor  and  formality^,  whereby,  tbey  cheat 
thepinjple.    go  that  this  rough  garment  to  deceive  we  bring 
ye.  pneej  ;#gtfn,  grave^jr^iflta.  your/;  awn  Y&try9i  or jpth 
Zachsry,  fihaP  no*  thp^piuck  to^fit  it  to  ypur  .own  shqulders. 
To  bestow,  ought  inrgQpd,eajrflest  on  the  magjptrftte,  we  knpw 
ypur  classic  pjf^stshin,  ia,too  gpJHfo.fr  ye  are  always  beggpg; 
and  for  this  rpaigh,  gpwn, tp  jkscfiv*,  we  .arfi  cppfideiit^ejCan,- 
not  spare  it;  itwjrou*  Sunda^gofn^^ypuj;. every  day^gown, 
ypur  .oniy.&qwn^.the  g0^rn:(pf  jrout  fa.culty^  ypur;  divining 
gown;  to^eit!romyewerers^^         t  ^ear  it,  therefore, 
q^pospftss  itWV^^fflitjgV1™  W$  rfsvtrepd  ftuiMJfa,, 
tha^a^tiwR.bpthy9Ung,;«rii4  old,..as  we  bppe.thej  willj^prtly, 
majr.yei  better  know  ye  and.distJu^B^.yS^y  il  *,  V*$>&V*M 
JWWiWqfc  gown  w*jBreyer,tlieyf,ipeett  it,  whefyer  "fc.Wfcft 
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cfass,  or  provincial  synod,  the  precedency,  mnd  pre-eminence 
mf  deceiving* 

"  They  charge  us  next  that  we  have  broken  the  covenatat* 
and  Ibadened  it  with  slighting  reproaches.  For  the  reproaching 
let  them  answer  that  are  guilty,  whereof  the  state,  we  are  sure, 
cannot  be  accused;  For  the  breaking,  let  us  hear  wherein* 
In  labouring,  say  they,  to  establish  by  law  a  universal  toleration 

'  of  all  religions.  Thi^  touches  not  the  state ;  for  certainly  were 
they  ao>  minded,  they  need  not  labour  it,  but  do  it,  having 
power  in  their  hands ;  and  we  know  of  no  act'  as  yet  passed 
to  that  purpose.  But  suppose  it  done,  wherein  is  the  covenant 
broken  ?  The  covenant  enjoins  as  to  endeavour  the  extirpa- 
tion first  of  popery  and  prelacy,  then  of  heresy,  schism^  and 
prophaneness,  and  whatsoever  shall  be  found  contrary  to 
sonnd  doctrine  and  the  power  of  godliness.  Afcd  this  we 
eease  not  to  do  by  all  effectual  and  proper  means ;  but  these 
divines  might  kntfw,  that  to  extirpate  all  these  things  can  be  no 
work  of  the  civil  svmd,  but  of  the  spiritual  which  is  the  word  of 
God. 

"  No  man  well  in  his  wits,  endeavouring  to  root  up  weeds, 
ont  ci  his  ground,  instead  of  using  the  spade  will  take  a 
mallet  or  a  beetle.  Nor  doth  the  covenant  any  way  engage* 
us  to  extirpate,  or  to  prosecute  the  men;  but  the  heresies  and 
errors  in  them,  which  we  tell  these  divines,  and  the  rest  that 
understand  not,  belongs  chiefly  to  their  own  function,  in  the 
diligent  preaching  and  insisting  upon  sound  doctrine,  in  the 
confuting,  not  the  railing  down  errors,  encountering,  both  in 
public  and  private  conference,  and  by  the  power  of  truth,  not 
of  persecution,  subduing  those  authors  of  heretical  opinions, 

%n&  lastly,  in  the  spiritual  execution  of  church  discipline 
within  their  own  congregations.    In  all  these  ways  we  shall 
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assist  them,  favour  them,  and  as  far  as  appertains  to  us  join 

with  them,  and  moreover  hot  tolerate  the  free  exercise  of  anjp 

religion,  which  shall  be  found  absolutely  contrary  to  sound 

doctrine  or  the  power  of  godliness ;  for  the  conscience  we  must 

have  patience  till  it  be  within  our  verge.    And  thus  doing  wa 

shall  believe  to  have  kept  exactly  all  that  is  required  front 

us  by  the  covenant.    Whilst  they  by  their  seditious  practices 

against  us,  than  which  nothing  for  the  fgesent  can  add  more 

assistance  or  advantage  to  those  bloody  rebels  and  papists  in 

the  South,  will  be  found  most  pernicious  covenant  breakers 

themselves,  and  as  deep  in  that  guilt  as  those  of  their  own 

nation  the  last  year ;  the  warning  of  whose  ill  success,  like  men 

hardened  for  the  same  judgment,  they  miserably  pervert  to  au 

encouragement  in  the  same  offence,  if  not  a  for  worse.    For 

now  tbey  Save  joined  interest  with  the  Irish  rebels,  who  have 

ever  fonght  against  the  covenant,  whereas  their  countrymen 

~>  the  year  before  made  the  covenant  their  plea.    But  as  it  is  • 

peculiar  mercy  of  God  to  his  people,  while  they  remain  his, 

to  preserve  them'  from  wicked  confederations ;  so  it  is  a  marl 

and  punishment  of  hypGcrites  to  be  driven  at  length  to  toir 

their  cause,  and  the  interest  of  their  covenant  with  God's 

enemies. 

"  And  whereas  they  affirm,  that  the  tolerating  of  all  religions 
in  the  manner  that  we  tolerate  them,  is  an  innovation  ;  we  niust 
acquaint  them  that  toe, are  able  to  make  it  good  if  need  be,  both 
by  scripture  and  the  primitive  fathers,  and  the  frequent  asser- 
tion of  tofiole  churches  and  protestant  states,  in  their  remon- 
strances and  expostulations  against  the  popish  tyranny  over 
souls.  And  what  force  of^rgument  do  these  doctors ''bring  to 
the  contrary?'  But  wct&rve  long  observed  to  what  a  pass  the 
bpid  ignorance  and  sfoth  of  our  clergy  tends,  no  less  now  tha» 
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in  die  biceps'  days,  to  make  their  bare  sayings  and  censures 
authentic  with  the  people,  though  destitute  of  any  proof  or 
argument.     But  thanks  be  to  God  they  are  discerned. 

"  Their  next  impeachment  is,  that  we  oppose  the  presby- 
terian  government,  the  hedge  and  bulwark  of  religion,  which 
all  the  land  knows  to  be  a  most  impudent  falsehood,  having 
established  it  with  all  freedom  wherever  it  hath  been  desirted.  ' 
Nevertheless,  as  we  perceive  it  aspiring  to  be  a  compulsive 
power  upon  all  without  exception  in  parochial,  classical,  and 
provincial  hierarchies,  or  to  require  the.  fleshy  arm  of  magis* 
tracy  in  the  execution  of  a  spiritual  discipline,  to  punish  and 
amerce  by  any  corporal  infliction  those  whose  consciences 
cannot  be*  edified  by  what  authority  they  are  compelled,  we 
bold  it  no  more  to  be  the  hedge  and  bulwark  of  religion,  than 
the  popish  and  pretatical  courts,  or  the  Spanish  inquisition,  - 

But  we  are.  told,  we  embrace  paganism  and  Judaism  in 
the  arms  of  toleration.  A  most  audacious  calumny.  And 
yet  while  we  detest  Judaism,  we  know  ourselves  commanded 
by  St  Paul,  (Rom.  xL)  to  respect  the  Jews,  and  by  all  means 
to  endeavour  their  conversion. 

<'  Neither  was  it  ever  sworn  in  the  covenant  to  maintain  a 
universal  presbytery  in  England,  as  they  falsely  allege,  but  in 
Scotland  against  the  common  enemy,  if  our  aid  were  called 
for;  being  left  free  Jo  reform  our  own  country  according  to 
the  word  of  God,  and  the  example  of  best  reformed  churches; 
from  which  rule  we  are  not  yet  departed. 

"  But  here,  utterly  forgetting  to  be  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
they  presume  to  open  their  mouths,  not  in  the  spirit  of  meek* 
nets,  as  like  dissemblers  they  pretend,  but  with  as  much 
devilish  malice,  impudence,  and  falsehood,  as  any  Irish  rebel    ' 
could  have  uttered  y  and  from  a  barbarous  nook  iff  Ireland, 
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» brand  us  with  the  extirpation  of  laws  and  liberties;  things 
whieh  they  seem  as  little  to  understand  as  ought  that  belongs 
to  good  letters  or  humanity. 

"  IW  we  seized  on  the  person  of  the  King,"  who  was 
surrendered  into  our  hands  an  enemy  and  captive  by  our  own 
subordinate  and  paid  army  of  Scots  in  England.  Next,  "  our 
imprisoning  many-  members  of  the  House."  As  if  it  jvere 
impossible  they  should  Reserve  it,  conspiring  and*  banding 
aga&nsjt  the  public  good;  which  to  the  other  part  appearing,  and, 
with  the  power  they  had,  not  resisting,  had  been  a  manifest 
..  desertion  of  their  trust  and  duty.  No  question  J>ut  it  is  as 
good  and  necessary  to  expel  rotten  .members  out  of  the  house ., 
as  to  banish  delinquents  out  of  the.  land ;  and  the  reason  held*  . 
as  well  in  forty  as  in  five.  And  if  they  be  yet  more„t^  |n$re 
dangerous  is  their  number.     They  had  no  privilege  to  sit  there 

s  and  vote  home  the  author,  the  impenitent  author  of  .all  our 

-  miseries,  to  freedom,  honour,  and  royalty,  for  a  few  fraudulent 
if  not  destructive  concessions.  Which  that  they  went  about 
to  do,  how  much  more  clear  it  was  to  all  men*  so  much  the 
more  expedient  and  important  to  the  commonwealth  was  their 
speedy  seisure  and  exclusion;  and  no  breach  of  any  just  pri- 
vilege, but  a  breach  of  their  knotted  faction.  And  here  they 
cry  out,  "  an  action  without  parallel  in  any  age."     So  heartily 

-  we  wish  all  men  were  unprejudiced  in  all  thjeir  actions,  as  these 
illiterate  denouncers  never  paralleled  so  much  of  any  age  as 
would  contribute  to  the  tythe  of  a  century.  "  That  we  abolish  • 
parliamentary  -power,  and  establish  a  representative  instead 
thereof."  Now  we  have  the  height  of  them  ;  these  profound 
instructors  in  the  midst  of  their  representation,  would  know 
the  English' of  a  representative,  and  were  perhaps  of  that  class 
who  heretofore  were  as  much  staggered  at  triennial. 
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•*  Their  grand  accusation  is  our  justice  done  on  the  king, 
which,  that  they  may  prove  to  be  without  rule  or  example, 
*  they  venture  all  the  credit  they  have  in  divine  and  human 
history,  and  by  the  same  desperate  boldness,  detect  themselves 
to  be  egregious  liars  andT impostor^  seeking  to"  abuse  the  mul- 
titude with  a  show  of  that  gravity  and  learning  which  never 
was  their  portion.  Had  their  knowledge  been  «qual  to  the 
knowledge  of  any  stupid  monk  or  abbot,  they  would  have 
known  at  least,  though  ignorant  of  all  things  else,  the  life 
and  acts  of  him  who  first  instituted  their  order ;  but  these 
blockish  presbyters  of  Clandeboy,  know  not  that  John  Knox, 
who  was  the  first  founder  of  presbytery  in  Scotland,  taught 
professedly  the  doctrine  of  deposing,  and  of  killing  Jcings. 
And  thus  while  they  deny  that  any  such  rule  can  be  found, 
the  rule  is  found  in  their  own  country,  given  them  by  their 
own  first  presbyterian  institutes,  and  they  themselves  like  ir- 
regular friars  walking  contrary  ro  the  rule  of  their  own  foun- 
dation, deserve  for  so  gross  an  ignorance  and  transgression  to 
be  disciplined  on  their  own  stools.  Or  had  their  reading  in 
history  been  any,  which  by  this  we  may  be  confident  is  none 
at  all,  or  their  malice  not  heightened  to  a  blind  rage,  they 
never  would  so  rashly  have  thrown  the  dice  to  a  palpable  dis- 
covery of  their  ignorance  and  want  of  shame.  But  wherefore 
spend  we  two  such  precious  things  as  time.  an4  reason  upon 
priests,  the  most  prodigal  mispenders  of  time,  and  the  scarcest 
owners  of  reason?  It  is  sufficient  we  have  published  our  de- 
fences, given  reasons,  giveA  examples  of  our  justice  done; 
books  also  have  been  written  to  the  same  purpose  for  men  to 
look  on  that  will,  that  no  nation  under  heaven  but  in  one  age 
or  other  hath  done  the  like.  The  difference  only  is,  which 
rather  seams  to  us  matter  of  glory,  that  they  for  the  most  part 
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have  without  form  of  law  done  the  deed  by  a  kind  of  martial 
justice;  we  by  the  deliberate  and  well  weighed  sentiment  of 
a  legal  judicature. 

/  "  But  they  tell  us,  "  it  was  against  the  interest  and  protes- 
tation of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland ;"  and  did  exceeding  well 
to  join  those  two  together,  hereby  informing  us  what  credit 
or  regard  need  be  given  in  England  to  a  Scotch  protestation, 
ushered  in  by  a  Scotch  interest ;  certainly  no  more  than '  we 
see  is  given  in  Scotland  to  an  English  declaration,  declaring  the 
interest  of  England:  If  then  our  interest  „move  not  them, 
why  should  theirs*  move  us  ? .  If  they  say,  we  are  net  all 
England,  we  reply,  they  are  not  all  Scotland ;  nay,  were  the 
last  year  so  inconsiderable  a  part  of  Scotland  as  were  beholding 
to  this  which  they  now  term  the  sectarian  army,  to  defend 
and  rescue  them  at  the  charges  of  England  from  a  stronger 
party  of  their  own  countrymen,  in  whose  esteem  they  were  no 
better  than  sectarians  themselves.  But  they  add,  it  was  against 
'the  former  declarations  of  both  kingdoms  to  seize  or  proceed 
against  the  king.  We  are  certain  that  no  such  declaration* 
of  both  kingdoms  as  derive  not  their  full  force  .from  the  sense 
and  meaning  of  the  covenant  can  be  produced/ 

"  And  if  they  plead  against  us  the  covenant,  to  preserve 
and  defend  his  person ;  we  ask  them  briefly  whether  they 
take  the  covenant  to  be  absolute  or  conditional?  If  absolute, 
then  suppose  the  king  to  have  committed^ all  prodigious  Crimea 
against  God,  or  nature,  or  whole  nations,  he  must  nevertheless 
be  sacred  from  all  violent  touch.  Which  absurd  opinion,  how 
1  it  can  live  in  any  man's  reason,  either  natural  or  rectified,  we 
,  much  marvel;  since  God  declared  his  anger  as  impetuous  for 
the  saving  of  King  Benhadad,  though  surrendering  himself  at 
mercy,  as  for  the  killing  of  Naboth.    If  it  be  conditional,  in 
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the  preservation  and  defence  of  religion,  and  the  people's  liberty, 
then  certainly  to  take  away  his  life  being  dangerous  and  per- 
nicious to  both  these,  was-no  more  a  brea&h  of  jthe  covenant, 
than  for  the  same  reason  at  Edinburgh  to  behead  Gordon,  the 
marquis  Huntley.    By  the  same  covenant  we  made  vow  to 
assist  and  to  defend  all  those  that  should  enter  with  us  into 
this  league  ;  not  absolutely,  but  in  the  maintenance  and  pur- 
suing thereof.     If,  therefore,  no  man  else  ever  were  so  mad  as  v 
to  ckum  from  hence  an  impunity  from  alf  justice,  why  should 
,  any  for  the  king,  whose  life*  by  other  articles  of  the  same 
'  covenant,  was  forfeit.    Nay,  if  common  sense  had  not  led  us 
to  such  a  clear  interpretation,  the  Scotch  commissioners  them* 
delves  might  boast  to  have  b$en  our  first  teachers;  who  when 
they  drew  to  the  malignance  which  brought  forth  that  perfidious 
last  year's  irruption  against  all  the  bands    of  covenant   or 
christian  neighbourhood,  making  their  hollow  plea  the  defence 
of  his  majesty's  person,  they  were  constrained  by  their  own; 
guiltiness  to  leave  out  that  following  morsel  tnat   would  have 
choked  them,  the  preservation  and  defence  6f  true  religion, 
and  our  liberties.     And  questionless  in  the  preservation  of 
these  we  are  bound  as  well,  both  by  the  covenant  and  before 
the  covenant,  to  preserve  and  defend  the  person  of  any  private 
man,  and  the  person  and  authority  of  any  inferior  magistrate., 
So  that  this  article  objected  with  such  vehemence  against  us, 
contains  not  an  exception  of  the  king's  person,  and  authority 
to  do  by  privilege  *what  wickedness  he  list,  and  be  defended, 
as  some  fancy,  but  an  express  testification  of  our  loyalty,  and 
the  plain  words  without  wresting  will  bear  as  much,  that  we    ' 
had  no  thoughts  against  his  person  or  just  power,  provided 
they  might  consist  mth  the  preservation  and  defence  of  true    . 
religion  and  our  liberties.    But  to  these  how  hazardous  his 
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life  was  will  be  needless  to  repeat  so  often.  It  may  suffice, 
that  while  he  was  in  custody,  where  we  expected  his  repentance, ' 
his  remorse  at  last  and  compassion  of  all  the  innocent  blood  " 
shed  already  and  hereafter  likely  to  be  shed  for  his  mere  toilful* 
ness,  he  made  no  other  use  of  our  continual  forbearance,  our 
humblest  petitions  and  obtestations  at  his  feet,  but  to  sit  con- 
triving  and  fomenting  new  plots  against  us,  and  as  his  own 
phrase  was,  playing  his  own  game,  upon  this  miseries  of  his 
people;  of  which  we  desire  no  other  view  at  preseut  tftaju  these 
articles  of  peace  with  the  rebels,  and  the  rare  game  likely -^to 
*  ensue  from  such7  a  cast  of  his  cards.  And  then  let  men  reflect 
a  little  upon  the  .slanders  and  reviVmgs  of  tfiese  wretched  priests^  y:* 
and  judge  what  modesty,  what  truth,  what  conscience,  what 
any  thing  fit  for  ministers,  or  we  might  say  reasonable  men 
,  can  harbour  in  them.  For  what  they  began  in  shamelessness 
and  malice;  they  conclude  in  \  frenzy ;  throwing  out  a  sudden 
rhapsody  of  proverbs*  quite  from  the  purpose ;  and  with  as  much 
comeliness  as  when  Saul  prophecied.  For  casting  off,  as  he 
did  his  garments,  all  modesty  and  meekness  wherewith  tne 
language,  of  ministers  ought  to  be  clothed,  speaking  especially 
to  .their  supreme  magistrate,  they  talk  at  random  of  servants 
reigning,  servants  riding,  and  wonder  how  the  earth  can  bear 
them.  Either  these  men  imagine  themselves  to  be  marvelously 
high  set  and  exalted  in  the  chair  of  Belfast,  to  vouchsafe  the 
parliament  of  England  no  better. style  than  servants,  or  else 
their  high  notion,  which  we  rather  believe  falls  as  low  as  court 
parasitism,  supposing  all'  men  to  be  servants  but  the  king; 
And  then  all  their  pains  taken  to  seem  so  wise  in  proverbing, 
serves  Wt  to  conclude  them  downright  slaves;  and  the  edge: 
of  their  own  proverb  falls  reverse  upon  themselves.  For  as 
delight  is  not  seemly  for  fools,  much  less  high  words  to  com© 
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from  base  minds.  What  they  are  for  ministers/ or  how  they 
crept  into  the  fold,  whether  at  the  window  or  through  the  wall, 
or  who  set  them  there  so  haughty  in  the  pontifical  see  of* 
Belfast,  we  know  not  But  this  we  rather  have  cause  to  wonder 
if  the  earth  can  bear  this  unsufferable  insolence  of  upstarts,  ' 
who  from  a  ground,  which  is  not  their  own,  dare  send  such 
defiance  to  the  sovereign  magistracy  of  Eogland,  by  whose  w 
authority  and  in  whose  right  they  inhabit  there.  By  their 
actions  we  might  rather  judge  them  to  be  a  generation  of 
highland  thieves  and  red- shanks,  who  being  neighbourly  ad- 
mitted, not  as  the  Saxons  by  merit  of  their  warfare  against 
our  enemies,  but  by  the  courtesy  of  England  to  hold  possessions 
in  our  province,  a  country  better  than  their  own,  have  with 
worse  faith  than  those  heathens,  proved  ungrateful  and 
^treacherous  guests  to N  their  best  friends  and  entertainers. 
And  let  them  take  heed,  lest  while  their  silence,  as  to  these 
matters,  might  have  kept  them  blameless  and  secure  under 
those  proceedings  which  they  so  feared  to  partake  in,  that 
these  their  treasonable  attempts  and  practices  have  not  involved 
them  in  a  far  worse  guilt  of  rebellion,  and  (notwithstanding 
that  fair  dehortatory  from  joining  with  malignants)  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  co-interest  and  partaking  with  the  Irish  rebels; 
against  whom,  though  by  themselves  pronounced  to  be  the 
enemies  of  God,  they  go  not  out  to  battle  as  they  ought,  but 
father  by  these  their  doings  assist  and  become  associates." 

Notwithstanding  the  strenuous  opposition  of  Milton  and 
the  tolerant  party,  the  Presbytery  of  Belfast  persisted  in  their 
resolution,  and  published  on  the  10th  of  April,  1649,  A  Vindi- 
cation of  their  Representation,  in  which  they  "  disclaim  the 
usurped  power  of  the  Sectaries  in  England,  and  profess  their 
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constant  resolutions  to  subject  themselves  to  the  lawful  authority 
of  the  righteous  king  and  free  parliament  of  England," 
and  so  u  hearty  a  concern/'  according  to  Dr  Kirkpatrick,  did 
they  shew  "  for  the  kino's  interest/'  that  they  outstepped 
the  limits  of  their  spiritual  jurisdiction,  and  exercised  an  inso- 
lent domination  over  the  civil  magistrate  himself.  One  remark - 
abJe  instance  is  recorded  :— "*  April  10.  1649.  Compeared  Mr 
Forster,  Sovereign  of  Belfast,  and  was  rebuked  for  fencing 
(u  e.  holding)  the  courts  without  mentioning  of  the  King's 
name,  contrary  to  the  covenant,  who  promised  to  amend  the 
same  in  time  coming."* 

So  great  were  the  apprehensions  excited  for  the  safety  of  the 
Kirk  ana  the  Covenant  by  the  clamours  of  the  Belfast  Presby- 
tery and  their  associates,  that  "  they  now  insisted  that  the  co- 
venant should  he  renewed,  and  being  'supported  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  army,  tendered  it  to  Colonel  Monk  and  Sir  Charles 
Coote,  who  refusing  to  take  it,  all  the  north  rose  in  arms,  de* 
daring  against  the  English  rebels  and  their  measures,  and 
made  themselves  masters  of  all  the  towns  and  places  of  strength 
in  those  parts,  except  the  forts  of  Culmoreand  Derry."f  Dis- 
gusted with'  the  proceedings  of  their  party,  to  whom  they  had 
so  long  adhered,  the  Lord  of  Ards,  Sir  George  Monroe  and 
others,  now  suddenly  changed  sides,  and  united  themselves 
with  the  lord  Lieutenant  and  that  party  professing  submission 
to  Charles  Stuart  son  of  the  late  tyrant,  who  had  already  as* 
.  sumed  the  style  of  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  In  the 
summer  of  the  same  year  Monroe  commenced  active  opera- 
tions in  favour  of  the  cause  he  had  lately  espoused,  and  having 

-j  .  •  Kirkpatrick,  \>.  SSY. 
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burned  the  towns  of  Antrim  and  Lisnegarvy,  invested  Belfast 
with  an  army  composed  of  native  Irish.  "  Upon  this  Colonel 
Maxwell,  then  governor  of  the  town,  with  his  regiment,  know* 
iqg  the  weakness  of  the  place,  and  their  inability  to  defend 
themselves  against  Monroe  and  his  forces,  sent  immediately  to 
the  Lord  of  Ards  to  come  speedily  for  the  relief  of  the  place ; 
who  coining  with  a  party  of  -horse  and  foot,  and  having  dis- 
posed his  men  conveniently  in  several  places  of  the  town  and 
on  the  walls,  produced  his  commission  of  General-Governor  in 
pisjer,  requiring  the  governor  to  surrender  himself  and  the 
place  to  him*  This  carriage  of  a  person  on  whom  they  so 
confidently  relied,  was  very  surprising,  and  occasioned  some 
sharp  reflections.  However,  the  garrison  being  sensible  of  their 
own  inability  to  defend  themselves  against  enemies  both  within 
and  without  the  walls,  laid  down  their  arms  for  the  most 
part."*  Shortly  after,  Car  rickfergus  surrendered  to  Ards  and 
Monroe,  the  former  of  whom  published  a  declaration  in  vindi- 
cation of  his  conduct,  in  which  he  "  requires  all  well  affected 
and  loyal  subjects,  as  they  tender  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
preservation  of  rdjgkm  in  its  purity  amongst  us,  the  honour 
and  happiness  af  his  Majesty,  our  undoubted  and  lawful  sove- 
reign, now,  banished  and  debarred  from  his  throne,  by  the 
power  and  practices  of  those  wicked  men,  who  have  likewise 
overturned  government  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical  in  his  other 
dominions,  and  go  about  to  do  the  like  in  this,  which  is  now 
the  quarrel  and  dispute,  and  as  they  wish  the  particular  safety 
and  well-being  of  every  one  of  us,  in  what  also  is  most  near 
and  dear  to  us,  to  give  cheerful  and  ready  obedience  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's commission  granted  to  me ;  otherwise,  I  take  God  to 

*  Sample  of  Jet  Black  Prelate  Calumny,  p.  1W. 
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witness,  that  if  I  be  compelled  to  procure  by  force  that  obedi-  / 
ence  which  every  good  subject  is  bound  by  his  allegiance  to 
render  willingly,  I  am  free  of  all  the  sad  consequences  and  evils 
that  may  follow  thereupon.*'  But  the  Presbyterians.,  to  whom 
this  paper  was  addressed,  entertained  too  high  a  sense  of  the 
blessings  at  least  of  civil  liberty  to  be  convinced  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  fall  down  and  worship  a  parchment  commission, 
granted  by  a  self-elected  king,  without  a  clear  avowal  of  the 
nature  of  his  demands,  and  the  extent  of  their  obedience.  It 
is  however  to  be  lamented  that  their  ideas  of  liberty  were  so 
harrow  and  confined,  as  to  lead  us  to  a  conviction  that  they 
sought  only  their  own  aggrandisement,  and  the  power  of  im- 
posing upon  others  that  yoke  which  they  themselves  had  been 
unable  to  bear.  The  subscription  of  the  Covenant,  and  conse- 
quently the  non-toleration  of  every  sect  but  themselves,  they 
considered  indispensable,  and  the  Independents  and  Episcopa- 
lians, who  then  shewed  an  inclination  to  an  universal  toleration 
of  all  sects,  were  held  by  them  in  the  utmost  abhorrence. 

To  the  declaration  of  the  Lord  of  Ards  above-mentioned  ait 
■answer  was  immediately  sent  by  the  Pre*%$*ery  at  Bangor,  on 
the  7th  July,  1649,  in  which  they  pour  forth  the  utmost  viru- 
lence of  their  malignity  against  him*  for  his  desertion  of  the 

"  *  The  Presbytery  of  Carrickfergus  had  on  the  29th  of  June  preceding, 
pronounced,  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  the  utter  destruction  of  himself  and 

,  all  his  family :— *'  We  must  be  faithful  in  warning  your  Lordship  (though 
the  Lord  knows  what  heaviness  it  is  to  us,)  that  the  Lord  will  reward  you 
if  you  repent  not  for  such  a  betraying  of  the  faithful  servants  of  God,  who 
would  have  plucked  out  theit  eyes  for  you,  and  the  Lord  will  visit  your 
family  with  sudden  ruin  and  irreparable  desolation,  for  that  you  have  been 
so  grand  an  instrument  to  destroy  the  work  of  God  here." ! ! !— See  The 
Complaints  of  the  Boutifew,  Scorched  in  his  own  Kindlings,  Lond  1649,  p.  £• 

-  The  following  remarks  from  the  same  pamphlet,  deserve,  in  my  opinion, 
t*  be  written  in  letters  of  gold*    They  relate  to  the  necessity  urged  by  the  . 
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solemn  league  and  Covenant,  and  in  unison  with  their  brethren 
in  Scotland,  disclaim  all  connection  with  Charles  Stuart,  until 
he  con6rm  all  the  articles  of  that  intolerant  and  fanatical  in* 
atrument.  "  Yet  he  (u  e.  Ards,)  has  now  clothed  himself 
with  a  commission  from  his  Majesty,  who  as  yet  refuseth  to 
give  any  satisfaction  in  religion  unto  the  just  desires  of  the 
people  of  Scotland.  Yea,  his  concessions  are  less  than  these 
granted  by  his  royal  father,  which  yet  were  declared  by  Church 
and  Sts£e  unsatisfactory,  and  therefore  the  executing  such  a 
commission  is  nothing  else  but  an  endeavour  to  set  up  the 
King's  Majesty,  not  only  before  religion,  but  in  a  quarrel  des- 
tructive unto  it   For  the  first  difference  between  the  King  and 

his  people,  was  touching  his  absolute  and  limited  power  in 

< 
civil  things,  and  his  adherence  to  Prelacy,  and  maintaining 

their  power ;  for  which  both  our  late  sovereign  -and  his  Ma- 
jesty who  now  is,  did  raise  arms  against  their  subjects,  and  to 
this  day  that  same  quarrel  is  avouched  and  owned  by  his  Ma* 
jesty ;  and  all  his  commissions  tend  to  the  bringing  him  to  that 
power  which  was  justly  denied  his  royal  Father."*    , 

But  the  selfish  and  fanatical  schemes  of  these  hypocritical 
pretenders  to  liberty  were  soon  dissipated  and  dissolved  into 
air,  at  the  approach  of  a  man  who  always  respected  the  rights 

Presbyterian*  of  that  day,  of  requiring  the  interference  of  the  civil  magis- 
trate for  the  protection  of  their' religion.  ««  But  because  you  talk  of  se* 
curing  of  religion,  tell  us  what  that  same  religion  is,  that  needs  to  be  te- 
cmrtd  by  Kings  ?  Was  it  not  that  true  religion  that  once  grew  and  spread 
in  the  world,  and  made  a  conquest  of  the  Roman  sword,  against  all  the  power 
•f  that  empire,  set  on  work  by  the  devil,  to  oppose  and  endeavour  to  root 
it  out  Religion  properly  so  called,  can  maintain  itself  without  external 
mower,  it  is  their  religion  that  calls  for  defence  from  the  secular  arm,  that 
is  not  able  to  defend  itself  from  the  appearance  of  truth,  which,  is  great, 
«nd  will  prevail  over  all  antichristian  forms  and  clouds."— p.  8. 
•  Sample,  p.  197. 
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of  conscience,  and  admitted  religious  liberty  "  in  its  mast  ample 
expansion." 

On  the  15th  August,  the  .famous  Oliver  Cromwell  landed  in 
Dublin  with  a  formidable  army,  and  in  a  short  time  the  wfyole 
island  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  republican*.  On  the  27th  of 
September,  "  Colonel  Venables  advanced  to  Lisburn,  where 
Major  Bruffe  joining  him  with  a  troop  of  horse  of  the  county* 
he  marched  to  Belfast,  which  witfrin  four  days  surrendered 

upon  articles."  *    About  the  -same  time,  Lieutenant-Colonel 

r 

Owen  OConolly  (the  first  discoverer  of  the  Irish  rebellion 
and  a  rigid  adherent  of  the  parliament,)  marching  with  a  party 
of  horse  from  Belfast  to' Antrim,  was  attacked  by  George  Monroe, 
and  totally  routed ;  Colonel  O'Conolly  and  Captain  Hooper, 

'  with  about  20  ethers  being  slain,  and  the  same  number  taken 
prisoners,  t 

Although  this  country  remained  perfectly  quiet  under  the 
protectorate  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  yet  it  appears  that  a  consider- 
able parly  still  adhered  to  the  royal  cause,  and  waited  anxiously 
for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  declare  themselves.  Amongst 
this  party  were  the  Presbyterian  ministers  of  the  comities  of 
Down  and  Antrim,  who,  as  it  appears,  were  "  summoned  by  . 
Colonel  Venables  to  appear  before  him,  to  answer  their  pre-  . 
tended  sedition  in  preaching,  praying,  a^id  practising  against 

.  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  and  in  favour  of  the  royal  £|« 
mily.  Whereupon  some  of  the  Presbytery  fled,  some  absconded, 
and  others  were  taken  prisoners."   The  ministers  of  the  county 
of  Down  were  brought  to  Belfast,  and  those  of  the  county  of 
Antrim,  to  Carrickfergus.    The  former  "  were  imprisoned  in  a 

*  Carte's  Qrmtutd,  vol.  ii.  p.  90. 
f  Cox,  p.  15,  and  a  single  Sheet  with  the  title  ef  The  taking  e/  JF«f» 
ford,  &c.— Lond.  1649,  p.  * 
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lodging,  where  none  of  the  Lord's  people  dorst  come  to  visit 
them,  nor  bear  them  either  preach,  or  join  with  them  in  .prayer. 
The  heathen  did  not  so  deal  with  the  apostle  Paul.  (Acts  xxviii. 
17.w)  At  a  conference  held  before  Colonel  Venables,,  they  un- 
dauntedly professed  their  dissatisfaction  at  the  present  consti- 
tuted authorities  as  an  usurpation,  and  declared  openly  that  they 
tare  "  under  the  moral  tye  of  subjects  unto  a  former  establish- 
ed government  by  King,  House  of  Lords,  and  Commons,  and 
conceive  that  this  is  the  only  true  established  authority."  They 
were  then  offered  the  alternative  pf  preserving  silence  on  these 
heads,  or  "  liberty  to  free  depart  the  province,  and  repair  td 
Scotland  within  ten  days."  About  two  months  afterwards 
(Aug.  14,  1650,)  Sir  Charles  Coote,  commander  of  the  armys 
in  tbe  province  of  Ulster,  published  a  declaration  against  the 
Presbyterian  ministers,  threatening  them  with  the  "  use  of  all 
means  to  silence  all  such  incendiary  instruments,"  who  «'  ra- 
ther  giving  the  children  stones  than  bread,  and  instead  of  edi- 
fication of  souls,  seek  the  subversion  and  ruin  of  the  state." 

But  the  period  was  now  arrived  (Oct.  21,  1652,)  when  the 
ministers  were  peremptorily  summoned  to  Belfast  to  take  the 
oath,  and  accede  to  the  demands  of  government.  Again 
they  remained  inflexible,  and  delivered  into  the  commissioners 
a  paper  which  they  had  prepared  the  day  before  at  Comber, 
expressly  declaring,  "  that  they  could  not  own  the  government 
as  lawful,  nor  bind  themselves  by  any  oath  or  subscription  to 
it."  After  a  conference  of  six  hours  they  were  dismissed,  and 
desired  to  attend  again  in  six  weeks,  and  in  the  mean  time  to 
"  make  no  insuirection  in  the  country"  On  their  second  ap- 
pearance, still  persisting  in  this  opposition,  they  were  ordered 
to  send  two  of  their  numfeer  to  DflMin,  to  answer  for  their  con- 
duct before  General  Fleetwood  and  the  council :  accordingly, 
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Patrick  Adair,  minister  of  Belfast,  and  Mr  Archibald  Fergu* 
son,  were  appointed,  and  received  instructions  to  adhere  re* 
solutely  to  their  principles,  and  were  particularly  charged  not 
to  give  any  title  to  Fleetwood  and  the  officers  "  which  might 
seem  to  approve  of  their  present  power." 

Their  behaviour  before  the  council  proved  exactly  agreeable 
.to  these  instructions,  and  it  is  recorded,  that  they  persisted  in 
asserting  their  principles  with  such  undaunted  courage,  as  to 
confound  some  of  their  accusers.-— Of  this  an  extraordinary  in- 
stance is  related.  "  While  Mr  Ferguson  was  pleading  conscience 
for  their  judgment  and  practice,  one  Allan,  an  Anabaptistlre* 
plied ;  '  A  Papist  would  and  might  say  as  much  for  himself,  and 
pretend  conscience  as  well  as  you :'  to  which  Mr  Adair  boldly 
answered:  'Sir,  under  favour,  it  is  a  mistake  to  compare  our  con- 
sciences with  Papists,  for  a  Papist's  conscience  could  digest  the 
killing  of  Protestant  kings,  and  so  would  not  ours,  for  our  prin- 
ciples are  contrary  to*  it.'  There  being  divers  there  who  had  a 
hand-in  the  King's  muider,  all  of  them  were  struck  with  shame, 
and  some  with  anger,  by  Mr  Adair's  cutting  repartee ;  pulling 
down  their  hats  Over  their  faces,  and  using  the  other  gestures  that 
are  the  usual  indications  of  those  passions:  whereupon  there  was 
a  profound  silence  in  the  company.  The  ministers  were  not  asked 
any  more  questions,  but  in  a  day  or  two  were  dismissed  by  Fleet- 
wood, without  giving  or  getting  any  satisfaction  but  what  was 
the  result  of  their  own  integrity  and  of  a  good  conscience,  in 
giving  their  public  testimony  against  those  republican  usurpers 
to  their  very  faces."  •  This  opposition  continued  unabated 
through  the  entire  Protectorate  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  until  the 
period  of  the  restoration,  when  their  wishes  were  gratified  to 

•  Kirkpatrkk,  p.  *99. 
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their  cost  by  the  return  of  the  Stuart  family  to  the  throne  of 
these  realms.  This  extraordinary  event  was  in  a  great  measure 
brought  about  by  General  Monk,  whom  we  have  already  seen 
acting  a  prominent  part  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  "  This  wa- 
vering and  narrow-minded  man,  with  iftean  talents,  but  with 
deep  dissimulation,  was  enabled  to  betray  all  who  confided  in 
him,  to  abandon  his  old  associates  to  the  butchery  of  legal 
vengeance,  and  with  a  fearful  accumulation  of  perjury  on  his 
head,  to  surrender  the  nation  without  a  tingle  stipulation  in  its 
Javour,  to  the  dominion  of  a  master  in  whom  voluptuousness 
and  cruelty  were  confounded  in  a  disgusting  embrace.  It  may 
be  questioned  whether  this  unconditional  restoration  can  be  re* 
garded  as  a  benefit  either  to  the  prince  or  to  the  people :  to  the 
former,  whom  it  allured. U>  those  excesses,  which  induced  the 
final  expulsion  of  his  family  from  the  throne  j  %o  the  latter, 
whom  it  immediately  exposed  to  the  evils  of  an  injurious  reign, 
and  eventually  subjected  to  the  necessity  of  asserting  with  the' 
blood  of  two  domestic  wars,  their  right  to  civil  and  religious 
liberty."* 

1682.— rln  the  years  1682,  1683,  1684,  1685,  and  1686. 
there  belonged  to  the  port  of  Belfast  67  vessels*  burthen  $80% 
tons.  The  original  list  of  their  names,  masters,  and  the  places 
to  which  they  traded,  is  published  in  the  Belfast  News-Letter, 
May,  1793; 

1683.— This  year  Mr  Richard  Dobbs  of  Carrickfergus  trans* 
mitted  in  a  letter  to  MrMolyneaux  of  Dublin,  "A  Brief Descrip* 
Hon  of  the  County  of  Antrim,  begun  the  Sd  qfMay>  1683,"  in 
whieh  Belfast  is  thus  occasionally  mentioned  in  a  few  places. 
"BeUfasie,  so  called  from  the  Irish  word  Bealafaste,  the  mouth 

.   •  See'  The  Lift  o/JobiMiUw,  by  C.  Smmoni,  D.  D.  <fJuu*  Colkgt, 
Qtford~UwL  180$,  p.  410. 

2.  H 


-of  the  fordt  being  bm!t  upon  a  lord,  which  at  low  water,  they 
ride  over  to  the  county  of  Dowh.w— -Speaking  of  the  remark* 
able  wells  in  the  county,  he  says  :  «*  In  tne  west  suburb*  of 
■BHUfiiste,  in  a  backside  between  the  mill  and  the  common 
pound,  Was  a  small  weak  spring  which  I  have  drank  of,  and 
frasmech  frequented  about  20  years  since  for  the  gravel;  it 
looked  like  white  wine  on  the  lees,  and  had  not  the  taste  of  or* 
^  Ainary  watfer." — w  From  Lamhegg  the  way  leads  direct  to  Bell- 
fmte,  WlwMlns  all  along  for  the  most  part  furnished  with  houses, 
little  orchards,  and  gardens,  and  on  the  right  hand  the  Countess 
•f  Donegal!  hath  a  very  fine  park,  well  stored  with  venison, 
and  In  it  a  horse-course  of  two  miles,  and  may  be  called  an 
English  road."  ' 

1 6&&WA  monarch  of  lb*  Roman  Orthotic  persuasion  was  new 
seated  on  the  throne  of  these  realms,  stod  the  inevitable  eonae* 
qtmnees  «f  *  circumstance  so  'calamitous  to  freedom  and  tote* 
'ration  man  began  to  be  apparent.  Every  nerve  *Ha  strained, 
and  every  jfieasure  resorted  to,  in  contempt  of  the  most  solemn 
oaths  and  professions,  to  restore  the  Romish  religion,  and  the 
inseparable  handmaids  of  its  KxAtTAttcm,  iutofaretnce  and  per- 
Mention.*  But  it  is  the  province  of  the  general  historian  only 
to  enter  into  thefte  details  so  deserving  of  the  public  attention. 
It  wettfficient^  my  Resent  purpose  merely  to  Jrtate,  that  It 

.•*  The  decrees  »f  the  ^eildaruajal  <rfTr$*t  (jsataeiaed  i>?4be  ftoman 
1  Catholic  religion^  be  the  infallible  jlictates  of -God,) « admonish  alljurinces 
in.  the  Lord, -bo  to  perform  their,  worjc,  as  not  to  permit  the  decrees  to  be 
tftested  *>r  *iol*ed  by  heretic*  t  bet  *o  cthue  them  to  he  devoutly  recerto* 
and  earnestly  oba&tvtdtiy  «0.—i£etf«<*«v.  die  4.— Jhnd  injthefball  o£  con- 
firmation of  the  council,  the  Poprcalls  upon  "  eniperors,  kiqgs,  and  re- # 
publics,  to  assist  the  prelates  in  causing  the  decrees  (i.  "e.  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Religion,)  to  be  observed,  and  to  interdict  entirety  the  people  under 
their  tfemtftfe*  hbrn-htfrng  aptftiom  ctrntrmry'to  tktrn^  ^he  "present  re- 
ligious proceedings  in  Belgium,  Spain,  andtbe  sautir^ef-fetftfce,  -are.** 
unaa*werable  comment  on  these  inspired  commands.  < 
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was  the  wiU  ef  Jamfcs  to  dissolve  tbe  corporations,  «  to  turn 
out  and  put'ia  whom  be  pleased,  without  troubling  the  forma* 
Ikies  of  law,  thereby  to  become  absolute  master  of  burgesses 
lo  serve  in  parliament,"  *  g^  his  will  must  be  obeyed.  Amongst 
those  who  suffered  the  infringement  of  their  chartered  privi- 
leges  was  the  corporation  of  Belfast,  which  waff  dissolved,  and  * 
new  one  etectedcomposed  of  a  sovereign  and  thirty-five  bur- 
gesses, of  whouf  at  least  nineteen  (the  majority,)  were  Roma- 
nists, and  the  remainder  Protestants  nominated  without  their 

knowledge  or  consent,  and  who  never  served  in  the  office  by 

•  -  •,**■?■•."  • 

virtue  of  that  charter.t  v, 

BELFAST,  6CT0BE&;p,—im. 

THOMAS  PQTTINGER;*--Sovereign. 

BURGESSES  THIRTY-FIVE,  OF  WHOM  THE  SOVEREIGN  ONE. 

Sir  Neill  O'Neill,  Bart. 
Marks  Talbot,  Esq. 
Daniel  O'Neill,  Esq. 
Charles  O'Neill,  Esq. 
Pehx  O'&eill,  Esq. 
John  O'Neitt,  Esq. 
J.  O'Neill,  Esq.  qfBattyboran 
Daniel  M'Naghten,  Esq. 
James  Wogan,  Esq. 
James  Netterville,  Esq. 


John  Savajre,  Esq. 
Martin  Geinon,  Esq. 
John  Ifcf 'Nathan,  Esq. 
Eneas  Moylin,  Esq. 
George  McCartney,  Esq. 
John  O'Neill,  Go*/.      , 
Patrick  Moylin,  -ft/.  D. 
Charles  MuUaian,  Gent. 
Abraham  Lee,  Gent, 


George  M'Cartney,  Merchant 
.Thomas  Kno* 
James  Shaw 
William  Lockard 
WilKam  Dobbin 
Edward  Pottinger 
Peter  Knowles 
John  Fletcher 
John  Echlas 
William  Crafort 
Henry  Shades 
Humphry  Dobbm 
David  Smith 
Hugh  Acklis 
John  Chambers 
Recorder  left  lb  the  choice  of 

the  Corporation 
Ralph  Booth,  Town-Clerk  and 


Protkonotary 

But  a  glorious  Revolution  was  soon  to  dissipate  the  fears  of 
the  friends  of  Liberty,*— On  the  4th  of  November,  William, 


•  Harri***  Life  ef  King  'William,  p.  114. 
+  Conduct  of  ike  Diuenters,  p.  20^Kirkpatridc'§  Historical    Essay, 
p.  4%k+-HarTu'$  Ming  WiiHam,  Appendix,  p.  11. 
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Prince  of  Orange,  attentive  to  the  wishes  of  the  freemen  of 
England,  landed  at  Torbay,  and  James  fled  to  the  continent 
from  the  vengeance  of  an  insulted  people.  Meanwhile,  the 
Protestants  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  beholding  the  certain  des- 
truction impending  over  their  religion  and  liberty,  resolved  to 
form  such  projects  as  should  seem  most  eligible  to  effect  their 
deliverance.  An  Association  was  in  consequence  formed  of 
the  principal  noblemen  and  gentry,  in  the  prosecution  of  which, 
Lord  Blaney  in  the  counties  of  Armagh  and  Monaghan,  and 
Sir  Arthur  Rawdon  and  Mr  Hamilton  of  Tullymore,  appear  to 
have  been  the  most  active ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  alarm  of  an 
universal  massacre  of  the  Protestants,  which  was  to  have  taken 
place  on  the  9th  of  December,  that  this  association  acquired  tome 
degree  of  extension  and  stability.  Let  us  now  examine  how- 
far  Belfast  was  concerned  in  these  proceedings.  Dec.  3— A 
letter  was  dropped  at  Cumber,  in  the  county  of  Down,  addressed 
to  the  Earl  of  Mount  Alexander,  who  resided  there,  arid  con- 
taining information  of  the  intended  massacre.  Copies  of  this 
letter  were  soon  dispersed  over  the  kingdom,  and  one "  was 
sent  by  William  Cunningham  Esq.  from  Belfast,  inclosed  in  a 
letter  of  his  own  to  George  Canning  Esq.*  desiring  him  to 
sencj  iMo  Deny  with  all  expedition."  Thither  it  arrived,  most 
fortunately,  on  the  very  morning  on  which  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic army  was  marching  to  take  possession  of  that  city,  and  with 
such  terror  and  consternation  were  the  Protestant  inhabitants 
seized  by  these  concurring  circumstances,  that  the  gates  were 
instantly  closed,  and  the  army  refused  admission. 

1689* — A  project  was  formed  by  the  Protestants  in  the  l>e- 
ginning  of  January  of  disarming  the  Roman  Catholic  troops  in 

•  Mackenzie'*  Narrative  of  the  Sitgt  of  Deny,  Lond.  1690.  p.  5. 
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Belfast  and  other  places  in  its  vicinity,  and  of  making  themselves 
masters  of  Carrickfergus.  This  transaction  is  thus  related  by 
a  contemporary  writer:  •—"The  two  regiments,  which  by  Tyr- 
conneU's  engagement  were  designed  for  the  northern  quarters, 
happened  at  this  time  to  be  garrisoned  at  Lisburn,  Belfast,  and 
other  adjacent  places,  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  An- 
trim and  Sir  Thomas  Newford ;  when,  upon  a  solemn  debate 
by  a  committee  of  such  as  had  subscribed  the  association,  it 
was  concluded  that  those  regiments  should  be  disarmed,  and 
the  castle  of  Carrickfergus  sWared,  in  which  were  arms  for  two 
regiments  more.  -Upon  the  strength  of  this  attempt  they  pur- 
posed to  have  opposed  Tyrconnell  upon  equal  terins,  and  by 
pitting!  a  garrison  into  Newry,  they  hoped  to  have  stopped 
that  pass,  and  thereby  to  have  secured  the  counties  of  Down 
and  Antrim  for  the  Protestant  interest.  This  project  seemed  the 
more  feasible,  because  150  of  Newcomen's  regiment,  consisting 
only  of  500  men*  were  Protestants,  and  ,  ready  to  join  in  the 
execution  of  this  design,  offering  as  a  further  demonstration  of 
their  good-will  to  the  public  service,  an  excellent  stratagem  for 
the  surprise  of  the  castle  a,\  Carrickfergus,  which  they  proposed 
to  effect  under  the  pretence  of  their  colonel's  purpose  to  garrison 
there;  but  the  failure  of  their  designs  against  Belfast  rendered 
this  contrivance  useless,  which  happened .  in  this  manner  :— 
When  the  project  of  disarming  the  Popish  soldiers  in  that 
town  was  upon  execution,  Sir  William  Franklin,  Mr  Upton, 
and  Mr  Hamilton  of  Tullymore,  together  with  Captain  Leigh- 
ton,  Captain  Berningham,  Lieutenant  Barnes,  Lieutenant  Tub- 
man, and  several  other  officers  of  the  regiment,  and  citizens  of 
the  town,  met  in  order  to  accomplish  their  designs;  but  the 
first  three  relenting,  absolutely  refused  to  go  on,  though  often 

#  A  Fcrithfvl  Mvtory  of  fa'tforthtrn  Trantactwns,  Load.  169),  p.  11. 
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pressed  to  H  fey  the  officers.  Captain  Leighion  urging  the  fea- 
sibleness of  it,  by  engaging  to  disarm  the  whole,  garrison  with 
.  the  assistance  only  of  as  maay  men  as  might  serve  to  hriag  off 
their  arms ;  but  the  three  first  gentlemen  discountenancing  the 
Captain's  offer,  and  interposing  their  great  authority  with  the 
town,  the  whole  project  feU,  and  HaauHon  of  Tufly  more  gal- 
loped towards  Sir  Arthur  Eawdon,  who,  marching  with  about 
500  men  to  make  good  the  atteaant,  was  advanced  within  five 
miles  of  the  town,  when  this  ungrateful  message  diverted  him, 
and  occasioned  hts  giving  audh  naas&s  of  reproach^  as  was  due 
those  who  had  stifled  so  hopeful  a  design.*  Those  who  had 
been  appointed  to  neize  the  Popish  arms  in  Lisbum,  having 
taken  advantage  of  tie  night,  did  die  work  ;  but  their  cottaes* 
pendents  of  Belfast*  assuring  them  of  a  firihire  by  the  under* 
takers  of  that  town,  made  them  dread  the  Consequence  of  being 
solely  exposed  to  the  nrvenge  of  die  government,  which  consi- 
deration put  them  iupon  returning  those  arms  they  had  taken. 
The  several  gentlemen  who  had  commanded  in  the  army,  having 
by  this  vain  attempt  discovered  their  aversion  to  the  Popfeh 
interest,  marched  off  with  150  of  their  men,  hoping  thereby  to 
prevent  any  surprise,  which  wight  have  afterwards  betrayed 
them  into  the  hands  of  their  colonel,  who  likewise  finding  his 
number  very  roach  decreased  by  the  desertion  of  so  many  of 
•  ■       .  - 

*  Mackenzie,  in  his  Namaiioe  qf&e  Siege  qf  Deny,  attributes  the  failure 
of  this  surprise  to  the  want  of  timely  notice  given  to  "  the  gentlemen  of 
Belfast,  Mr  Hamilton  dot  coming  thither  before  nine  o'clock  that  night, 
when  the  soldiers  were  in  their  quarter*.  They  objected  also  the  ill  con. 
sequences  that  might  ensue  from  the  doing  of  it  to  the  town  of  Belfast,  if 
they  should  afterwards  fail  of  securing  Carrickfergus  i  and  therefore  urged  " 
the  delaying  of  k  till  they  had  more  fully  concerted  theft  measures,  and 
put  the  country  into  a  better  posture  of  defence  i  upon  this,  Sir  Arthur 
Rawdon  and  Sir  John  MacGill  were  forced  to  disperse  their  men,  though 
not  without  grea4  reluctance  and  regret  at  the  disanpcintnteaU' Wl*ae*«»* 
ne'i  Narrative,"  p.  11, 
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his  soldiers,  and  fearing  die  consequence  of  a  second  project* 
j&reaVed  in  all  haste  to  safer  quartern*  The  garrison^  Newry 
(which  at  thai  time  consisted  only  of  two  companies,)  hear* 
tag  of  the  Protestant  design  against  the  soldiers  of  Lisborn  and 
JJel&st,  and  expecting  a  sudden  onset  from  the  inhabitants  of 
4hat  town,  quitted  their  posts,  and  coufd  not  be  persuaded  to 
.  return  till  they  we*e  first  assured  of  the  unhappy  failure.1'* 

Dreading  the  utmost  vengeance  of  Tyrconnd,  for  the  share 
they  had  taken  in  these  proceedings,  die  Protestant  nobility 
and  gentry  now  resolved  to  pursue  the  plan  of  association  with 
more  vigour,  and  nominate  commanders  in  whom  they  could 
place  confidence.    The  following  regiments  were  accordingly 
.  raised  and  embodied  in  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim  :— 
One  of  horse,  consisting  of  twelye  troops,  from  both  these 
counties,  the  end  of  Mount  Alexander  eotanef ;  one  of  foot,  out 
of  the  county  of  Antrim,  Clotworthy  Skeffington  colonel.  Four 
segments  of  foot  were  also  raised  fn  die  county  of  Antrim,  by- 
Str  Wahpm  Franklin,  Mr  Upton,  Mr  Lesley,  and  Mr  Adair  ; 
besides  another  at  Cisburn,  designed  for  Captain  Leighton,  and 
$00  fbot^by  Mr  Edmiston.    In  the  county  of  Down,  Sir  John 
MCctil,  Sir  Robert  Colvil,  James  Hamilton  of  Tullymore,  and 
James  Hamilton  of  Bangor,  Esquires,  raised  each  a  regiment, 
with  die  addition  of  some  horse  and  foot  raised  by  Captain 
Francis  Annesley.    The  rest  of  tSe  counties  of  Ulster  were 
equally  ardent  and  successful  in  their  leries,*  fend  a  general 
Council  of  union  for  all  the  associated  counties  of  Ulster  was 
appointed  to  be  held  at  HiHsborougb.    A  declaration  of  their 
sentiments  was  also  published,  and  it  was  resolved  to  send  a 
gentleman  into  England  with  an  address  to  die  Prince  of 

*  Jtfa?ftenjfe'«  Narrative,  p.  11. 
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Orange.'  For  this  purpose  Captain  Baldwin  Leighton  was 
elected,  who  accordingly  sailed  from  Belfast  on  the  10th  of  Ja- 
nuary. On  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  Patrick  Adair,  Pres- 
byterian minister  of  Belfast,  and  Mr  John  Abernethy,  were 
delegated  "  by  the  ministers  of  the  North  to  wait  upon  his 
Highness,  and  before  be  was  proclaimed  king,  to  congratulate 
him  (in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  congregations,)  on  his 
safe  arrival,  and  encourage  him  in  the  great  enterprise  he  had 
then  in  view,  and  which  (by  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his  en- 
deavours,) was.  brought  to  pass."  * 

Feb.  10. — His  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange,  was  pleased 
to  transmit  by  Captain  Leighton  the  following  letter,  addressed 
"  To  the  Earl  of  Mount  Alexander,  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Protestant  nobility  and  gentry  in  the  north  of  Ireland,0  in  an-* 
swer  to  their  address  of  the  10th  of  June  preceding— —<*  Hav- 
ing received  an  account  from  Captain  Leighton  of  what  he  was 
requested  to  represent  to  us  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the 
the  Protestants  in  Ireland,  we  have  directed  him  to  assure  you 
in  our  name,  how  sensibly  we  are  affected  with  the  hazards  you 
are  exposed  to  by  the  illegal  power  the  Papists  have  of  late 
usurped  in  this.kingdom,and,that  we  are  resolved  to  employ  the 
most  speedy  and  effectual  means  in  our  power,  for  rescuing  yon 
from  the  oppression  and  terrors  you  lie  under;  that  in  the 
mean  time  we  do  well  approve  of  tjie  endeavours  we  understand 
you  are  using,  to  put  yourselves  into  a  posture  of  defence,  that 
you  may  not  be  surprised,  wherein  you  may  expect  all,  the  en* 
couragement  and  assistance  that  can  be  given  you  from  hence* 
And  because  we  are  persuaded,  that  there  are  even  of  the  Ro- 
mish communion,  many  who  are  desirous' to  live  peaceably,»and 
do  not  approve  of  the  violent  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  some 

•  Kirkfatrkk'*  Historical  £itay,  p.  396«»2ftfa€JtaMK't  Narwtto*,  p.  19* 
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who  pretend  to  /be  in  authority; ;  and  we,  thinking  it  just  to 
make  distinction  of  persons,  according  to  their  behaviour  and 
deserts;  c\o  hereby  authorise  you  to  promise  in  our  name,  to 
all  such  as  shajl  demean  themselves  hereafter  peaceably  and 
inoffensively,  our  protection  and  exemption  from  those  pains 
and  forfeitures,  which  those  only  shall  incur  who  are  the  main- 
tainors and  assertors  of  the  said  illegal  authority)  assumed  and 
continued  contrary  to  law:  or  who  shall  act  any  thing  contrary 
to  the  Protestant  interest/  or  die  disturbance  of  the  public  peacs) 
in  the.  kingdom.  And  for  further  particulars  we  refer  you  to 
the.  report  you  shall  receive  from  Captain  Leighton.  (who  hath 
acquitted  himself  with  fidelity  and  diligence  in  your  concerns,) 
qf  the  sincerity  of  our  intentions  towards  you :  and  so  we.  re* 
conuneftd  you  to  the  protection  of  Almighty  God.— —Given 
at  'St  .brass's  the  10th  day  of  February,  1688-89. 

WILLIAM  H.  ORANGE. 
By  his  Highness'*  command,  \ 
William  Jephson.  •    ) 

'»  t  ' 

The  Protestant  council  now  began  to  turn  their  attention  to 

the  raising  of  money  and  supplies  for  the  support  of  their  troops. 
For  this  purpose  the  voluntary  contributions'  of  the  friends  to  the 
cause  were  invited,  and  it  appears  that  ""the  gentlemen  of  the 
country,  and  merchants  of  Belfast"  stood  forward,  and  "  sub- 
scribed such  sums  as  they  were  able  or  willing  to  advance  ; 
and  that  copies  of  such  subscriptions  were  dispersed  into  the 
several  counties,  and  proposed  as  an  example  to  induce  others 
to  contribute.— It  had  been  previously  proposed  at  the  council 
to  call  a  private  sessions,  in  which  they  might  charge  the  coun- 
try, under  a  pretence  of  finishing  the  bridge  begun  at  Belfast, 
but  this  was  condemned  aa  inconvenient/'  * 

.      ,        •  FoMtful  Atamnt  p«  f  &  \    ► 
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A  project  was  now  formed  6f  attacking' the  garrison  of  Car- 
rickfergus,  which  by  the  accession  of  Gormuck  O'NetfTs  new- 
raised  forces,  consisted  of  nineteen^  companies,  and  of  seizing 
{hat  post  for  the  Prince  of  Orange.  A  parley  was  however  in*;' 
mediately  proposed  by  the  earl  of  Antrim,  commander  of  theCar- 
rickfergus  troops,  and  at  a  conference  held  in  Belfast  with  the 
Council,  he  desired  leave  to  divide  his  numbers,  and  that  some 
of  them  might  be  permitted  to  take  up  their  quarters  in  Bel- 
fast, or  any  other  indifferent  place ;  but  this -proposal  was  re-f 
jected,  unless  the  earl  would  first  suffer  them  to  be  disarmed. 
This,  as  might  be  expected,  was  obstinately  rejected,  and  pre- 
parations were  now  made  for  the  attack  of  the  town.  Accord* 
>ng]y*  on  the  night  of  the  21st  of  February,  1000  foot  marched 
from  Belfast,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bre*  ' 
micbam  and  Major  Baker,  but  the  stratagem  on  whieji  they 
depended  for  the  surrender  of  the  town  failing,  a  cessation  of 
arms  was  agreed  on,  and  an  account  of  the  affair  transmitted 
to  Tyrconnel,  who,  on  hearing  of  the  deplorable  situation  of  the 
Protestant  forces  in  the  north,  resolved  to  dispatch  thither  the 
,,  flower  of  his  army,  under  the  command  of  General  Hamilton.* 
On  the  9th  of  March,  Captain  Leighton  returned  to  the  north'  - 
with  the  answer  to  the  northern  address.*  Upon  his 
arrival  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  were  proclaimed  with 
the  greatest  demonstrations  of  joy  in  the  north-eastern  quarter 
of  Ulster. 

.  March  13.— The  Romish  army,  in  their  march  northward; 
approached  Loughbrickland,  and  Sir  Arthur  Rawdon  being- 
unable  to  defend  that  place,  ordered  the  inhabitants  to  retreat 
to  the  sea-coast— Belfast  afforded  an  asylum  to  many  of  those 
unfortunate  sufferers.f(" 

*  FaifytU  Hut.  p.  S&^JITadtaMte't  Narrative,  p.  If. 
•f  MackenMte,  p.  IS. 
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-  Match  14^-ThfeBoman  Catholic  army  entered  Dromore, 
and  the  Ptottf  tint  £bxc*T  finding  it  quite  impracticable  to  at* 
tempt  making  any  opposition,  dispersed  in  all  directions,  the 
greater  part  (lo  the  cumber  of  4000  men,),  among  whom  was 
<*  me  troop  of  BeHast,  commanded  by  Captain  White/'  march* 
sag  to  Gaferam,  and  the  rest  either  removing  to  England,  or 
accepting  of  protections  from  the  Irish.  On-  the  approach  -of 
Jto*enemy  ta  theBann,  the  Protestant  forces  stationed  at  Cole- 
rain  aatd  other  places  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  took  refuge  in 
Londonderry,  and  contributed  very  materially  to  the  defence  of 
.  tbatimportant  post  against  King  James's  army**  .    v 

<  After  the  dispersion  of  the  Protestant  .forces,  the  enemy 
jaavdbed  northward,  and  Belfast  surrendered  to  them  without 
^position.  "  The  garrison  of  Hillbuiiough  [Hillsborough,] 
fct&g(«uwendered,  ■  and  all  the  Protestant  forces  making  their 
way^B^olerain,  there  was  nothing  left. to  oppose  the  Irish  ar- 
my in  all  that  country,  where  they  got  great  plunder,  especially 
in  Liarjegarvy  ^Lisbom^  Belfast,  t  and  An  trim,  besides  t,o 
the  value  of  three  or  four  thousand  pounds,  belonging  to  the 
Lord  Masaereene,  in  money  and  plate  hid  about  his,  house,  and 
dhsoovered^by  hit  own  servant  for  a  reward  of  ten  guineas;  an# 
Jiiesideathj*;  they  got  all  the  furniture  of  bis  house  as  it  stood, 

•  to'a  very  great  value :  and  in  this  plentiful  country  the  enemy 

•  thought  fifto  refresh  themselves,  which  they  did."  ( 

*  Mackenzie,  p.  14. 

+  Before  the  Irish  army  arrived  in  Belfast,  400  men  of  the  garrison^ 
Carrfeflrfergus  were  on  their  march  to  plunder  the  town,  tut  on  Mr  Pot- 
tinger's  representation,  King  James's  lieutenant-general  sent  his  proteo 
tion,  which  was  jtpunediately  obeyed.— .Leatfe,  p.  151.  Why  was  not  the 
protection  equally  efficacious,  when  the  main  «n*y  commenced  the  plun* ' 
dm  of  tjie  town  ?  . 

t  Fug  QHilmfartinliAtewtttftte  moUJMmtertal  {tetoget  injrehtnd 
nnceVtcemberieZZ^L^nltimiy-l+i    \  -, 
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April  15 — Lieutenant  Colonel  Mark  Talbot  marched  frtrai 
Carrickfergus,  "  with  about  1 00  'musketeers/ to  Belfast,  and  on 
the  J  6th  to  Newtown  £Ards,^  in  order  to  reduce  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Ards,  who  (under  the  command  of  Henry  Hunter,) 
had  risen  against  trie  Roman  Catholic  troops  quartered:  in  that 
barony;"*  but  through  dread  of  the  Scots,  he  returned  on  the 
1 7th  to  Carrickfergus.  — 

Hunter  s  insurrection  had  no w  arrived  to  so  alarming  a  pitch, 
that  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  a  considerable  army  against 
him,  under  the  command  of  Major-general  Buchan.— An,aetioft 
took  place  at  Killileagh  on  the  30th  of  April,  in  which  Hunter** 
forces  were  completely  routed  .—Mr  Leslie  relates  Ae  following 
anecdote  relative  to  the  good  conduct  ot  the  enmyV&ffett, 
during  their  march  on  their  return  to  Carrickfergus.  i±*f*  As 
the  Irish  forces  marched  over  Belfast  bridge,  going   to"  their 
quarters,  their  officers  stopped,  them,  and  searched  4fr'«te  '& 
any  of  them  had  taken  any  plunder  in  that  expedition ;  and 
what  they  found,  caused  it  to  be.  delivered  to  Mr  Pteitiflgcr, 
then  sovereign  of  the1  town,  to  be  put  up  in'  the  town  house, 
in  order  to  be  restored  to  the  'Wnera  as  they  should  be 
lenown,  which  was  accordingly  done:  and  the  officers  would 
not  permit  the  soldiers  to  make  the  least *halt  in  the  town  far 
fear  of  disorders,  but  marched  them  straight  to  their  quarters 
at  Carrickfergus;  in  which  they  were  so  strict,  that 'Major  Co- 
iaghan  broke  a  soldier's  head  for  taking  a  glass  of  ale  at  a  door 
as  he  marched  by.    Only  the  regiment  quartered  at  Antrim, 
staid  at  Belfast  that  night,  not  being  able  to  march  so  fast,  but 
committed  »ot,  the  least  disorder."  t       ; 
As  a  farther  confirautioa  of  the  lenity  of  King  James's  go* 

*  Ltslk'*  Answer  tx>  King,  LML48Q8*  p.  16&.    .    . 
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▼eminent  in  Ireland,  Mir  Leslie's  appeals  U>  the  protection  af- 
forded to  Belfast,  as  Jong  as  it  remained  in  the  possession,  of 

.ebeenesajr.w«  I  appeal  (lie  asserts,)  to  Thomas  PoOioger  Esq. 
who  was  then  sovereign  of  Belfast,  the  greatest  town  for  trade 

in  the  north  of  Ireland,  whether,  upon  his  application  to  King 

*  James,  his  Majesty  did  not  give  hinwprotection  after  protect 
tion  fox  Belfast  and  the  country  about  ?— Whether  the  said  Mr   ' 

•Bottingflr  did  not,  upon  his  application  to  King  James,  obtain 
leave  for  the  merchants  of  Belfast  and  of  the  country  about,  to 
actum  from  Scotland  and  other  places,  whither  they  had  fled 
even  after  t|*e  time  limited  by  his  Majesty's-poclamation  for 
their  re£nm  ? — Whether  they  did  not  find  their  goods  pre- 
served far  thenvtill  their  return  in  August  1689,  when  Schom* 
berg  landed  J— Whether  the  Protestants  who  returned  were 
not  received  Into  protection  without  any  oath  at  all  required 
6ww  litem? — and  that  several  English  ships  which  came  into 

'  Behest  (some  from  the  Indies,  who  knew  not  of  the  war,  others 
by  etoesa  of  weather,  or  other  causes,)  and  were  seized  by  the 
Irish,  were  always  released  by  King  James,  were  suffered  to 
mntaad,  and  to  load  again,  and  pursue  their  voyage. "# 

May.— It  appears  from  a  letter  of  Col.  Hill  to  Mr  Pottinger, 
that,  the  garrison  consisted  at  that  time  (May  3,)  of  "  six  com* 
panics  of  Colonel  Cormuck  0*NeaTs  regiment,  and  a  troop  of 
dragoons  fc  Makmeand  the  Fall  [Falls,]  and  that  they  were 
"  kept  to  strict  discipline/ 1 

June.— Copy  of  King  James's  protection  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Belfast,  June  8,  16894 

•  jL*lie>*4*~cr,  p.  148.  t  *••&*  4*«"<K*»  P»  T* 

t  Luti*  Affe&M,  p.  ST. 
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\^ThEREAS,  Several  Merchant*,  and  other  our -Subjects,  late  InbabL 
talrts  of  *ur  Town  of  BdfasU  have  quitted  thejr*  raapept*vfr  Home*, 
either  by  the  instigation  of  Persons  ill  Affected  to  us,  or  out  of  fear,  and 
taken „up  of  Areas,  or  seduced  by  sly  and  false  insinuations  from  the  Duty 
and  Allegiance  they  owe  As,  by  means  whereof  they  ere  very  much  imp*- 
verfehed  in  isheirr  Fortunes,  end  they  and  their  whole  Famines  reduced!  t  e> 
great ,  wants  in  strange  places,  to  the  depopulation  of  our  said  Town,  an 
lessening  of  Trade  and  Commerce  therein.  Now,  forasmuch  as  wte  have 
received  information  that  the  said  Persona  are  by  woful  experience'eoa- 
ymced,  that  they  have  been  thus  misled  aud  frightened  from  their  Dutjjbjf 

.Persons  for  the  most  part  desperate  in  their  Fortunes,  or  disaffected  unto 
us  and  our  Governmant,  and  that  they  do  heartily  repent  of  their  paving 

<  been  so  imposed  npia,,  and  do  resolve  to  return  again  totheir  Habitation^, 
T£ade»  And  Commerce,  so  as  they  may  receive  our  assurance  of  Pardon 

s  for  the  time  past,  and  Protection  for  the  time  to  come :  and  wetfeeing  will- 
ing and  resolved  to  reclaim  our  Su%jeet»by  mercy ,  and  to  shew  that  we  , 
rather  delight  to  forgive  thap  punish,  do  hereby  ^inise  to  givers  fuW, 
general,  and  free  pardon  and  indemnity  for  the  crime  of  High  Treason, 
to  all  such  person  or  persons  as  have  for  the  space  -of  twelve  Months  hist 
past  inhabited  our  said;  Town  ot  Belfast,  and  shall  withjMfae  apace  afftsftr 
DaypTeturn  to  their  Dwellings  and  Habitations  there ;  as  also  Cull  pardon 
and  indemnity  of  all  pains  and  forfeitures  which  the  said  Parties,' or  any 
of  them  might  have  incurred,  or  be  subject  or  Babie  to- uportaccbutrt 'of 
having  committed  the  said  Crime  of- High  Treason,. .and,  that  the  .said 
Persons,  and  every  of  them, may  peaceably  and  quietly  enjoy  their  Estates, 
Houses,  Stocks,  Goods,  Chattels,  Lands,  Tenements,  and  Hereditaments, 
within  the  said  Town  of  Belfast,  or  elsewhere^  tftey*  upon  their  arrival^ 
severally  takftig«the  us^oath  ;ef  Allegiance  and  Fidelity  to^us  beforeTthe 
£pvereign*£*  other  chief.  Magistrate  for  the  time  being  of  our  said  Town 
of  Bdfast.'  And  of  this  our  Will  and  Measure*  thus  signified  in  behalf  of 
our  said  Subjects,  late  fnhabiteats  of  BtffaMt  we  hereby  wjfl  andreoujre 
all  our  Officers,  both  Civil  and  Military  ».to  take  notice  j  and  that  they  pre* 

.  aume  not  ta  imprison,  indict,  or  molest  xany  Person  or  Persons,  either  in 
their  Persons  or  Goods,  who  upon  this  our  Indulgence  can -claim  the  be* 
nefit  of  this  our  free  Grace  and  Favour.        •.    >         r.  ~   .  • 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Dublin  Castle,  the  3d  day  of  June,  1699,  and 
in  the  6th  Year  of  our  Reign. 
By  iU  Majesty's  Cownand,    .  MELFORT. 

Mbmojiakdum.— That  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  mentioned  in  this  Protection 
was  not  exacted,  as  it  is  told  in  this  Narrative  i  but  the  Protestants  woe 
received  into  Protection  without  any  Oath  at  all  required  from  them. 
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y  June  3(W*An  occurrence  now.  took  place  which  evinces  the 
t^fadieeffl^atyoftheprotectiDagraDiad  by  James  to  tfee  Proves* 
tants.  Theigalrrison  of  Derry  had  now.^>r  many  weeks  defended  • 
tbat  city  witlWa,beroisov  which  is  not;exoaipled,in  ancient  or 
modern  day*.    'Encaged  to  fury  at  such  obstinacy,  Marshal' do 
Rosen,'  who  commanded  tie  besieging  army,  threatened  to  drive. 
all.  the  Protestants*,  who  inhabited-  the  surrounding  country » 
{including,  Belfast^  which  is  expressly  mentioned,)  under  .the. 
walls  of  JQerry,  unjess  its  defenders  immediately  surrendered.. 
The  garrison  remained. unmoved  by  the  barbarity  of  this  cow- 
ardly megaee;:the  threat  of  Rqsen  was  enforced,  and  on  the 
SA  of,  July,  thousands  of  Protestants,  moat  .of  whom  bed  pcoV 
lections  from  James,  were,  without  the  least}exception  of  sex, 
age,  weata^tf  orjiclpuess,  collected  and  driven  under  the  walls; 
Bdfm  appears  to  have  been  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  Rosen  and: 
bis  sanguinary  associates.     In  Iiis  general  orders  to  governors 
s^  commanders,  he  gives  particular  directions  that  «  you  are, 
instantly  to  make  an  exact  research  in  Belfast  and  itspeighbpur- 
hpod,  after  Such^  subjects,  as  are  rejsjjl^ous  to  the  «?#  of  tint 
King,  whether  men,  toomen,  boys,  or  girls,  without  exception* 
end  whether  they  are  protected  or  unprotected,  and  to  arrest. 
•   them  and  collect  them  together,  that  they  may  be  conducted  by 
a  detachment  to  this  camp,  and  driven  under  the  wajls  of  Loo?, 
donderry,  where  they  shall  be  allowed  to  starve  in  sight  of  the 
rebels  within  the  town,  &c.  anil  you  are  to  be.  particularly  card, 
fill,  that  none  of  the  rebels,  whether  men  or  boys,  women  or 
girls,  ojr  infants,  of  whatever  age,  shall  pass  the  river  and  escape  J 
the  way  of  <5harlernont,  to  save  themselves  frorn  th?  WTrt<&e<h> 
ness  io  whiQb.they  *ts  to  be  reduced."  ,  To  which  the  Protes- 
ianta  of  Deiry  returned  for  answer,  that  it  "  caused  many  of 
them  to  believe,  that  no  articles  or  capitulation  that  should  be 
made  with  us,  should  ever  be  performed  or.  kept;  when  we  tind 
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this  the  said  Marshal  threatens  to  break  tht^otections  already 
given  to  tUe  Protestdnts,  and  use  them  hi'  manner  aforesaid; 
and  that  though  we  should  have  sufficient  artide»<rom  the  said 
Lieutenant-Generfcl  to-safe  our  lives,  reKgkfn,  liberties,  and 
estates,  yet  on  landing  of  any  army  from  England  to  invade- 
'  Ireland,;  oar  articles  sh6uld  be  broken*  ourselves  imprisoned  or 
driven  from  home,  and  our  goods*  chattels,  and  proyisiotis:teken 
from  us,  and  we  forced  to  starve : "  and  therefore  they  required, 
front  King  James  a  new  fuller  commission  to  treat  with  them, 
and  an  assuran&that  it  should  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  said 
Marshal,  or  any  other,  to  break  their  Articles.  Upon  receiving 
this  answer,  Rosen  caused  his  orders  to  be  put  in  execution; 
thus  acting  up  faithfully  to  the  tenets  of  bis  religion,  and  the 
decrees  of  the  Romish  general  council  of  Constance,  that  faith  is* 
net  to  be  kept  with  Heretics  !• — An  accursed  maxim,  always  re- 
ligiously executed  by  the  Romish  party  when  in  the  plenitude  4 
of  their  -power !  fcut  the  clemency  of  James  derived  doubtlesr 
from  his  tfeing  educated  in  the  Protestant  faith,  directed  Inat 
the  operation  of  this  law  tftould  in  this  instance  be  suspended, 
-  and  it -appears  that  Rosen  reluctantly  obeyed  even  bis  sove* 
reign's  mandate,  and  dared  to  persist  in  justifying  his  conduct.* 
The  following  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Melfort,  prime  secretary 
of  state  to  King  James,  to  Thomas  Pbttinger,  sovereign  of 
Belfast,  dated  July  ft  relates  most  probably  to  King  James's 
interference  in  this  infamous  transaction, 

'  r       Sl$*  ,   .    .  £«*&•  Castle,  July9,l6$9. 

In„answer  to  yours  of  the  3d  instant,  I  can  only  teU  you  that  t&e  ue- . 

cessary  orders  are  given  for  the  "subsistence  of  the  garrison  in  that  place, 

wfchout  being  a  burden  to  the  people  *  that  for  sudh  of  the  inhabits  as 

have  been  deluded  or  frightened  to  quit  their  dwellings  in  that}ojfig,j0)d 

,      fly  into  Scotland,  where  there  appears  any  moral  impossibility  of  comply- 

•  Maifktnm '#  Original  />ptr#,  Dufc  I77&  Vol  I.  p,  *>*.  *0fc 
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ing  with  the  King's  gracious  intentions  to  them,  without  any  Act  of  their 
own,  and  that  they  have  net  taken  part  withYuiy.in  Rebellion  again**  his 
Majesty,  the  King  will  not  stint  hi*  mercy  to  any  narrow  time ;  his  incli- 
nation leading  him  rather  to  reclaim  his  People  by  indulgent  than  severe 
or.  rigid  courses.  I  have  ordered  the  names  of  such  as  were  inhabitants 
there,  and  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  King's /promise  of  pardon,  to  p% 
brought  me,  in  order  to  be  struck  out  of  the  list  of  persons  to  be  attaint* 
ed,— I  am,  Sir, 

J  Your  humble  Servant,  ,  *    MEL  FORT. . 

For  his  Majesty's  special  Service^  t»  Thomas  Pottinger,  Jfrg.   £e«tra%» 
a/  Belfast,  at  Belfast. 

On  King  James's  return  from  the  siege  of  Deny,  a  par- 
liament was  held  in  Dublin,  composed  almost  exclusively  of 
Romanists.  After  passing  an  act,  depriving  of  his  estate  every 
Irish  Protestant  who  corresponded  with  James's  enemies  sines- 
August  1.  1688,  they  proceeded  to  attaint,  that  is,  declare 
traitors,  and  adjudge  to  suffer  the  pains  of  death  and  forfeiture) 
*46l  protectants  of  all  order  and  conditions.  In  the  list  of 
the  names  of  these  Martyrs  to  A  free  Constitution,  are  ail 
the  respectable  families  of  the  Counties  of  Antrim  and  Down, 
the  most  considerable  of  whom  we  shall  proceed  here  to  enu- 
merate: 

Coumty  of  Antrim.— Popham  Conway  alias  Seymour. 
Clot  worthy  Skeffington,  of  Antrim;  Robert  Adair,  of  Bally* 
mena.  Arthur  Upton/  of  Templepatrick.  Captain  Richard 
Dobbs,  Jun.  of  Ballynure.  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Shaw, 
of  Gemeway.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Charles  Stewart,  of  Ballin- 
toy.  Andrew  Rowan,  of  Oldstown,  Clerk.  Captain  William 
Rowan  of  Oldstown.  Captain  William  SbaW,  of  Bush.  Captain 
Patrick  Shaw  of  Ballygelly.  Captain  James  Shaw,  of  Belfast. 
Captain  George  Macartney,  of  Belfast.  Captain  Hugh  Mac- 
Neat  t>f  Clare.  Robert  Clugstone,  of  Belfast.  Captain  Her- 
Davis,  and  his  son  John  Davis*.     Clotwortby  Upton. 
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John  Skeffington.  Viscount  Massereent.  Sir  William  Frank* 
En,"  of  Belfast,  Bart  Arthur  Chichester,  Earl  of  Donegal. 
Dr  Roger  Warren,  of  Belfast  Henry  Cheades  of  ditto. 
William  Crafford  of  ditto.  Mr  Thomas  Crafford  of  the  *atne; 
.  Captain  f)avid  Smith,  of  ditto.  John  Black,  of  ditto.  Arthur 
Macartney  of  ditto.    James  Stuart  of  ditto,  &c.  &c. 

County  of  Down.— Sir  A.  Royden  ^Rawden}  of  Moira, 
'Bart  Sir' Joseph  MagihVof  Gil-Hall,  Knight    John Hawkiris, 
,  of  Rathfryland.  James  Hamilton  of  Tullymore.  James  Hamil- 
ton, of  Bangor.     James  Hamilton,  of  Carricknasire.    Charles 
Ward  of  Killough.    Bernard  Ward,  of  Castle  Ward.    George- 
Maxwell,  of  Killyleagh.    John  Mac  NeiU,  Dean   of  Down. 
Robert  Ecjjdiq,  of  Killough.    John  Wa/d,  of  Castle  Ward. 
John  Blackwood  of  Bangor.     James  Mac  Gill     John  Mac 
jpill,:iof  Munallon.  ~  William  Montgomery,  of  RosemounV 
^nd,  James  his  son.     Hugh  Mac  Gill,  of  Kirkstom     Archibald 
M'Njeal,  Clerk..   Hugh  Montgomery  of  Ballymagown,  and 
ditto  of  BalIymaladyP    -  Gawn  Hamilton,  of  Lissuine^  and 
William  his  brother.    Lem.  Mathews,  Archdeacon  of,  Down* 
Roger  Hall,  of  Lagan.    James,  Hugh,  and  Alexander  Waddle, 
of  Island  Derry.  Jeremy  Mussindine  of  Hjllsborough*  Charles 
dossier  of  Loughinisland.   .  Nicholas  Price.     Samuel  Waring, 
of  Waringstown.     Hugh  Montgomery,  Earl  of  Mount  Alex* 
ander*  &c.  &c*  ,         ■ 

Aug,  13. — Quke,  Schomberg  landed  with  10,000  men  at 
Groomsport,  near  Bangor.  On  the  following  day  he'sent  a 
party  of  250  men,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Charles  Fielding, 
"  to  see  what  posture  the  enemy  was  in  at  Belfast ;— the  enerny 
was  retired  to  Lisburn,  and  Sir  Charles  with  his  party  returned 
to  the  camp ;  and  then  the  Duke  sent  Colonel  WJMrtoni 

*  Xinfs  State  <fik  ProtcHant*,  Dub.  1730.  app.         * 
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regiment  to  1ahV  possession  of  die  place.    On  Saturday  the^ 
general  matched  with  his  army  to  Belfast,  from  whence  he  sent 
out  parties,  who  took  several  of  the  Irish  that  were  robbing 
and  spoiling  the  country ;  and  Tuesday  following,  the  20th, 
five  regiment*  of  foot  were  sent  towards.  Carrickftrgua,  and  * 
next  day  seven  more  went^  who  almost  surrounded  it*"*    Oo 
Wednesday  the  gith,  the  town  surrendered,  and  "  the  (fey 
UsHowing  the  anpy  marched  to  Belfast,  where  they  encamped 
about  a  mile  beyond  the  town.    On  Friday,  Duke  Schomherg  * 
regiment  of  French  hoite,  consisting  of  500  men,  came  tQ  the 
camp,  and  on  Saturday  the.  army  was  mnstered.'W'  Whiltt  a 
tiie  Duke  staid  at  Be&iat,  their  came  a  letter  to  him  by  % 
trumpet  from  the  Duke  of  Berwick ;  bat  it  was  returned  un* 
opened,  because  it  was  directed  only  War  Conxt  Schoqibtrg; 
the  Dake  saying,  That  his  master,  the  King  of  England,  had 
honoured  him  with  the  title  of  a  Duke,  and  therefore  tfcfe 
letter  was  not  to  him."  '       '    ;        '       <  * 

It -appears  that  when  the  Irkh  army  abandoned  Belfast, 
Major  Genera)  Maxwell  bad  special  directions  frotn  King 
James,  not  to  suffer  any  of  the  goods  of  the  Protectants  to  hp 
plundered,  nor  any  of  the  country  to  be  burned  on  leaving  it. 
These  orders,  according  tb  Mar  ^Leslie,  were  punctually  ob* 
serted.t  From  the  same  author  w*  learn,  that  immediately  s 
•  '     •  -/■■'.•..  *      .   • 

•  Jf*fat*ty  Hi*rry  tf  the  JTafw  o/  IrefcsA  J>y  <%<?$*  Story,  Lond. ' 
16»  p.  7.     MacjAersoS*  State   Papers, Vol.  Ilk  p.  220,    HamWe 

f  IriV*  Jntwer,  p.  lia\  "Phis  statement;  i*  however,  contra^fcla* 
•bare  ¥j  M*  Stm*  wtaajrtaiiilT  W  fhe  lp*t  flpoprtuiu>y  of  {*$■£  ac- 
quainted with  the  truth,  aa  he  wai  chaplain  to  several  regiments,  during 
the  entiie  campaign.  For  a  just  character  of  Ledie**  work,  which  wa» 
written  e*pres*ly  to  ufhol*  thejeMkuloM  dostrinft  Qf  kt&9*ty>  •»*  ft* 
divine  r^kt  of  Kings,  See  TUHietory tflrelndyprintedfy  George  Berwick, 
MdfiuU  1A  P.  ITS. 
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on  Scfromberg's  entry  into  the  town;  he  u  issued  proclamations 
of  protection  and  encouragement  to  the  Irish  who  should!  re- 
turn to  their  habitations  and  follow  their  labour ;  which  many 
accepted,  and  great  part  of  the  country  was  thereby  planted, 
come  in  as  full  a  manner  as  before  the  revolution/9  However,  it 
farther  appears,  that  when  this  army  came  to  .labour  under  a 
deficiency  of  pay  and  provisions,  it  committed  various  irregu- 
larities.* Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  protestant  army 
in  the  North,  the  Belfast  merchants  returned  from  Scotland 
and  resumed  their  occupations,  and.  if  we  may  give  credit  to 
Mr  Leslie,  their  goods  remained  untouched  till'  their  returns 
and  this  too,  by  King  James's  orders,  although  fhey  could  not 
be  induced  by  his  protections  so  frequently  repeated,  to  return 
till  the  pet  iod  of  Schoxriberg's  landing.    , 

On  Monday,  the. 2d  of  September,  the  army  marched 
southward,  add  finally  encamped  between  Jonesborougji  and 
Dundalk,  and  nothing,  farther  was  effected  towards  the  reduc- 
tion of  Ireland,  till  the  arrival  of  King'  William  in  person. 
During  Schombeqjfs  inactive  encampment  at  Dundalk,  a  dread* 
ful  mortality  took  place  among  his  troops,  of  whom  near  1700 
died  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  town,  and  as  the  hospital 
was  stationed.at  Belfast,  vast  numbers  died  on  their  removal 
thither.  "  Our  ships,  saya  Story,  came  from  CarJingford  and 
Dundalk  about  the  15th  of  November  to  Belfast,  and  there 
were  shipped  at  those  two  places  i960  men,  and  not  1100  of 
these  came  ashore,  but  died  at  sea ;  nay,  so  great  was  the  mor- 
tality, that  several  ships, had  all  the  men  in  tjietn  dead,  and 
nobody  to  look  after  them  while  they  lay  in  the  bay  at  Carriofe. 
fergus.  As  for  .the  great  hospital  at  Belfast,  there  were  3762 
that  died  in  it  from  the  1st  of  November/  to  the  1st  of  Itfay,  , 

*       * .  ..,  <  • 
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as  appears  by  the  tellies  given  in  by  th^men  that  buried  thorn. 
There  were  several  that  had  their  limb*  so  mortified  in  the 
camp,  and  afterwards  that  some  had  their  toes,  and  some  their 
whole  feet  that  fell  off  as  the  surgeons  were  dressing  them ;  - 
eo  that  Upon  the  whole  matter,  we  lost  nigh  one"  half  of  the 
men  that  we  took  over  with  us." 

Indeed,  so  very  violent  was  vthis  fever  over  all  the  North  of 
Ireland,  at  this  period,  that  it  was  impossible  "  to  come  into 
any  house  but  some  were  sick  or  dead,  especially  in  Belfast 
where  the  hospital  was.  I  have  sometimes  stood  upon  the 
street  there,  and  seen  ten  or  a  dozen  corps  of  the  towns* 
people  go  .by  in  little  more  than  half  an  hour."  *  Belfast  is 
described  by  this  writer,  as  being  "  a  very  large  town,  .and 
the  greatest  for  trade  in  the  North,  of  Ireland.  The  inhabit 
tanfcs  have  lately  built  a  very  fanjous  stone  bridge,  but  the  war 
coming  on,  it  is  not  as  yet  finished."  t 

March  169Qt~"  The  beginning  -of  this  month  came  400 
Banes  from  Whitehaven  to  Belfast,  and  the  week  following 
eB  the  foot  arrived  from  Chester,  with  the  prince  of  Wirtem- 
berg  their  general:  The, Duke  went  down  to  see  them*  and 
was  very  well  pleased,  for  they  were  lusty  fellow*,  and  well 
clothed  and  armed."  $ 

April  4.— •«  Colonel  Cuttfs,  and  Colonel  Babington's,  with 
a  regiment  of  Danish  torse,  and  some  recruits,  landed  at 
Wfaitehouse,  and  marched  to  Belfast,  and  on  the  12th  Sir 
Qoudealy  Shovel,  came  to  Belfast  as  convoy  to  several  ships 
that  brought  over -necessaries  for.  the  army."  § 
-*  June  6—"  Count .  Schomberg  came  to  Belfast  At  the 
amine  tune  arrived  our  train,  some  arms,  ammunition,  and  200 
carpenter*  and  other  artificers  for  the  service  of  the  arpry."*    . 

*  ftwjr,  p.  60*        f  Starg,  ?.  39.        + -Story,  p.  56.        §  Story,  p.  A 
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Jane  14,  being  Saturday,  King  William  landed  at  Carrick- 
fergus  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.     The  account  of  his 
entry  into  Belfastis  thus  related  bj  an  eye  witness.— ^  Notice 
being  given  to  the  general  (who  had  prepared  Sir  William 
Franklin's  house  at  Belfast  for  his  Majesty's  reception,  and 
was  there  attending  his  landing)  his  Grace  west  in  his  coach- 
with  all  speed,  to  wait  upon  the  King.     Major  General  Kirk, 
and  several  officers  that  were  there,  expecting  the  King's  land- 
ing, attended  the  Duke  ;  his  Majesty  was  met  by  them  neac 
the  Whitehouse,  and  received  them  all  very  kindly,  coming  in 
the  Duke's  coach  to  Belfast ;  he  was  met  also  without  the  town 
*  by  a  great  concourse  of  people/  who  at  firit  could  do  nothing 
but  state,  never  having  seen  a  king  before  in  that  part  of  the 
world ;  but  after  a  while,  some  of  them  beginning  to  ku&sa, 
the  rest  all  took  to  it  and   Mowed  the  coach  through  several 
regiments  of  foot  'that 'were  drawn  up  in  town  towards  hm- 
Majesty's  lodgings,  and  happy  were  they  that  could  get  but  a 
sight  of  him."    "  That  evening  hia  highness  Frinoe  George, 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  my  Lord  of  Oxford,  my  Load  ScarV 
,  borough,  my  Lord  Manchester,  the  Honourable  Mr  Boyle,  and 
a  great  many  persons  of  .quality,  landed.     Next  day  the  King' 
beard  a  sermon  preached  by  Dr  Royse,    on   Heh.  vj.  11. 
**  Through  faith  they  subdued  kingdoms ;"  and  the  same  day 
came  several  of  the  nobility/  officers,  gentry;  and  clergy,  to  waif 
on  his  Majesty.  *  On  Monday,  Lieutenant   General  Deuglas* 
came  from  Hamilton's  Bawh  where  be  had  been  encamped  6&  ' 
a  fortnight,  and  Dr  Walker,  with  a  great  many  more  of  tfc* 
Episcopal  tiergy,  presented  his  Majesty  with  an  address,  being 
introduced  by  Duke  Sehomberg  and  the  Duke  of  Oftuond,** 
while  another  was  presented  "  by  Patrick  Adatr,  Archibald 

'    .  •  Stay't  Impartial  Hktory,  p.  66. 
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Hamilton,  William  Adair,  and  others,  in  the  name  of  them- 
_  selves  and  the  rest  of  the  Presbyterian  ministers  in  the  northern 
parts  of  the  kingdom/  both  of  which  he  received  very  gra- 
ciausly.*  .     ' 

V  On  the  19th  the  King  departeo)  for  Lisburn,  -after  issuing  a 
proclamation,  dated  from  his  court  at  Belfast,  commanding  the 
officers  and  sqftdiers,  upon  no  pretext  whatever  to  rob  or 
plunder,  but  duly  pay  for  such  provisions  and  necessaries  as 
they  shall  have  occasion  for.-— And  on  his  arrival  at  Hills* 
*  borough  09  the  10th ;  he  transmitted  an  order  to  Christopher 
Qttfeton,  collector  of  Betfast,  for  the  payment  of  1200/.  per 
salaam. to  the  Presbyterian  ministers  of  Ulster,  "being  as* 
aured  of  the  peaceable  and  dutiful  temper  of  our  said  subjects, 
and  teittible  of  the  lofsea,  they  have  wtained,  and  .thereon* 
stani  labojir  la  wake,  the  hearts  of  others  an  seal  and  loyalty 
towards  us/'f. 

Although  tranquillity  was  not  restored  to  this  detracted 
country  till  the  redaction  of  &imericfc  in  September  16M, 
'  yet  Balfest,  hj*i*g  first  fallen  into  the  hands  of  her  glorious 
protector,  «aj*yed  during  that  period,  the .  fruits  of  peace-  It 
■dw  began  rapi%  to  advance  in  prosperity  and  importance, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  the  ibllowing  century  we  find  Be&st 
dot  only  w^kopwaon the oontiswt  as  a  place  of considerable 
Inula,  but  in  a  scale  ef  «r*4*t  appended  to  ft*  name*  of  the 
Afferent  comrnerwl  towns  of  Etftopejip  .  the  .'exchange  Ht 
Amsterdam;,  Belfast  stood  in  the  first  rank,!  which  reppeotaWe 
situation  it  has,  since  that  period^  continued  to  oocapy,^ad  from 
the  credit  annexed  to  it,  joined  with  judicious  enterprise,  it 

•  Hrrv?*  Lifi  of  Ki*g    WWkm,^  364,  and  Story'*  ContiaaatMii,  i> 
l*—~firkp*trkk9B  Hist.  Essay,  p.  S97.* 

"     w     f  iirkputricVs  Hist.  Essay,  p.  397. 
$  2fefottr£cit*«  Stat,  Swrvty,  p,  50$. 
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has  arisen  to  a  degree  of  prosperity,  in  a  course  of  years  com- 
paratively short,  seldom  excised,  and  not  often  equalled  in 
'  any  age  or  country. 

1692.— In  spring  this  year,  seven  arches  of  the  Long 
Bridge  fell  in,  the  bridge  having  been  weakened  by'  Ddke 
Schomberg's  drawing  his  heavy  cannon  over  it,  as  welt  as  by  ft 
ship  driving  against  it  However,  it  was  soon  repatrtil  by  s 
new  charge  on  the  two  counties,  and  has  (says  Mr  Harris  In 
1F44)  continued  ever  since  in  tolerable  good  drder  till  of  late, 
having  received  considerable  damage  from  winter  storms  and 
floods^  and  if  proper  care  be  not  taken  in  time,  it  may  prdbably 
Buffer, •  The  expenee  of  the  erection  of  this  bridge  w*f  only 
7000  and  some  odd  pounds.t 

1696.— The  art  of  Printing  was  introduced  into  Belfast  this 
year  by  James  Blow  and  his  brother-in-law  Patrick  Neill,  who 
came  over  from  Glasgow  by  invitation  from  Mr  Crawford, 
then  sovereign  of  Belfast,  who  entered  into*  partnership  with 
them.  After  the  death  of  Neill  the  business  was  continued 
by  Blow,  who,  about  the  year  1704,  printed  the  first  edition 
of  the  Bible  in  Ireland,  and  many  succeeding  editions.  J 

17C7— On  th»  20th  of  April,  a  dreadful  fire  took  place  in  tht 
town  of  Lisburn,  by  which  the  greater  part  of  it  was  reduced 
to  ashes.  A  subscription  was  immediately  commenced  in'  Bel- 
fast to  alleviate  the  distress  of  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of 
Lisburn,  now  reduced  to  the  last  extremity,  and  "in  leas  than 
twelve  hours  fifty-four  pounds  were  collected,"  Essie  McCart- 
ney, Alexander  Adair,  and  Henry  Chads,  performing  the  office 
of  collectors.    Some  time  after,  «  in  pursuance  of  her  Majes" 

-,•  State  of  the  Co.  Dow*,  p.  129. 
t  Btlfcst  KtwsrLctter,  August  1702.  from  an  original  MS. 
t  Btlftst  Ntws-Letttr. 
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tgU  fetters  patent  for.  a  collection  for  Iisfeurn,  the  Presbyter 
lions  of  Belfest  gave  ajear  forty-seven  pounds  to  the  ministers 
and  duuchwardeufor  that  purpose/*— ft  is  not  recorded  what 
suns  were  contributed  by  the  other  persuasions.* 
*  In  the  year  following,  1708,  on i  tbe.24tb  of  Aprils  the  castle, 
of  .Belfast  «as  consumed,  by  the  carelessness  of  a  servant,  who 
gatfli  §  large  fire  of  wood  to  air  ±.ro0m  she  had  wasjied,  hy 
«fhich  accident*  Lady  Jane,  Lady  Frances,  ancj  L#dy  Henrietta 
Chichester,  daughters  of  Arthur,  third  earl  of  Donegal),,  werfr 
anfrmnnatdy burned,  to  ftsatfrut 

\  Ju)  a  Manuqsij*  Tmur  undertaken,  in  August  1708,  by  an 
Ifctonymous  trjweHer*  and  preserved  in  the  libwy  of  DuMin 
college,  thefpJbpi^parti$alaj$Aj;e  giv^n  of  the  .tpwo.— *"  $ej» 
fcrf*  qMaircesy  ^dsoj*erthr*vin&  wpll-peopi^^  j^wa;  a  gqeat 
iBSPy  J&fcW  Ikwsjw  apg  gopd  shops  in  it  The  folks  seemed  all 
W8thwry*aa>d  alloyed  m  trade,  the  inhabitants  being  for 
t^atjttnrt  pad;  giarchants,  or  employed  under  them  in  this  sea* 
port^whkhetawla  conveniently  enough  at  the  very  inner  part  * 
b££arj5ckfefg*fl.  /Through  the  town  there  rups  a  small  rivu- 
let not  much  better  than  that  they  call  the  Glibb  in  Dublin,' 
irtich  however  is  ef great  use  for;  bringing  their  goods  to  the 
quay  if  ben  the  tide  serves.  Here  we  saw  as  dismal  effects  of 
another  fire  as  tfca\at  Jjisborn,  which  here  in  the  night  had 
lately  jw&fli  a  bouse  belgngiog  to  the  Lord  Donegal's  family, 
with  three  young  ladies,  sisters  to  the  present  earl.— It  stands 
separate  fresn  the  rest  of  th,e  houses*  which,  as  it  prevented  the 
flames  going  further,  so  it  cot  off  tirriely  relief,  in  the  midst  of 
courts  and  gardens,  which  are  an  extremely  noble  old  improve* 
menr  made  by  old  Sir  Arthur  Chichester/  who  was  about  100 

•  Kirkpatrick'a  Historical  Jfriay,  p.  443. 
1-  4*fe*'«  P'tr***,  H  ^Wi  VsJ.  I.  p.  340. 
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yean  ago  the  establisher  of  this  family,  and  indeed  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  especially  the  north,  by  planting  English  colonies,  and 
civilizing  the  Irish.  These  improvements  are  all  inclosed  in  * 
kind  of  fortification,  being  designed  for  a  place  of  strength  as 
well  as  pleasure,  and  is  a  lasting  monument  of  this  kind  of  ths» 
greatness  of  its  founder.  Here  we  saw  a  very  good  manufac- 
ture of  earthen-ware,  which  comes  nearest  [  ]  ojtavy 
made  jn  Ireland,  and  really  is  not  much  short  of  it.  'Tis  very  « 
dean  and  pretty,  and  universally  used  in  the  north,  and  I  thiqk 
not  so  much  owing  to  any  peculiar  happiness  in  their  day*  bat 
rather  to  the  manner  of  beating  and  mixing  it  up.  Here  they 
have  barracks  for  ■  On  Thursday  we  dined  with  Ai£  ^ 
McCartney,  where  we  were  made  free  of  the  town." 

1 708.— As  an  invasion  of  this  country  was  threatened  by  the  J 
Pretender  this  year,  the  militia  was  ordered  to  be  embodied*  Ac- 
cordingly, the  commissioners  appointed  to  array  the  baroiyof 
Belfast,  met  at  Belfast  for -that  purpqse  on  the  20th  of  May 
1708,  and  a  company  of  ninety  men  was  arrayed  for  the  town, 
to  be  commanded  by  the  sovereign.  The  oath  was  tendered 
to  the  company,  and  was  refused  by  twenty-six  privates  of  th* 
Presbyterian  persuasion :  but  this  opposition  arose  solely  from 
their  being  unacquainted  with  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  oath,, 
and  not  from  any  attachment  to  the  Pretender/ 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  Queen  Anne's  reign,  a  violent 
spirit  of  ammesity  appears  to  have  rankled  in  the  breasts  of 
several  High  Churchmen  against  the  Protestant  dissenters  of 
this  country,  who  were  indiscriminately  charged  w  th  disafiec* 
tion  and  rebeliipn  in  all  charges  of  government.  This  charge 
was  successfully  repelled  by  Dr  Kirkpatrick,  Presbyterian  mU 
nister  of  Belfast,  in  his  Historical  Essay  on  the  Royalty  qfPrcs- 

•  XirkfsSmV*  Offset  rfOt  DittmUn  tflrehutf, b»b*  X712,  p.  M. 
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tfj&UHi*!  printed  in  I  Tl  3.  Besides  other  corporations,  that 
'  -of  Belfast  In  particular  was  charged  wijb  permitting  dissenters 
to  evade  the  force  of  the  Test  act,  and  continue  in  the  office 
of  burgesses  in  contempt  of  that  latf;  and  on  these  grounds, 
Geprge  McCartney,  sovereign  of  Belfast,  was  summoned  in  1707 
before  die  House  of  Commons,  oh  the  complaint  of  Lady  Do* 
.  pegaH,  charged  with  irregularities  in  the  government  of  the 
corporate*:  but  after  an  examination^  eight  or  ten  hours,  he 
was  acquitted  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House.*  TMfcburgesses ' 
of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion  who  had  continued  in  office  from 
1688  till  the  passing  of  the  Test  Act,  found  themselves  under 
a  necessity  of  publishing  a  vindication  of  their  conduct  from 
the  charge  of  using  undue  influence  in  advancing  themselves  in 
the  corporation.  Their  vindication  is  dated  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber 171$,  and  signed  by  William  Crafford,  Joseph  Chalmers/ 
PaVid  Battle,  Isaac  M'Cartney,  Neill  M'NeiU.t— To  such  a 
pitch  of  virulence  did  the  SachevercUties  proceed  in  their  ac- 
cusations, as  to  charge  the*  Presbyterians  with  inaking  a  ino- 
■opoly  of  trade,  and  confining  their  dealings  entirely  among 
themselves.  But  this  odious  charge  was  effectually  repelled,  as 
far  as  Belfast  was  concerned,  by  the  following  declaration  of  the 
Ctarformist  inhabitants  of  the  town  :— 

«  We  d*  hereby  certify  that  the  Presbyterian  inhabitants  of 
Belfast  deal  and  trade  with  us  as  freely  and  readily  as  they  do 
with  one  another,  though  we  art  all  of  the  communion  of  the 
Established  Church ;  that  we  have  the  greatest  part  of  our  trade 
from  them,  and  that  we  do  not  perceive,  know,  nor  believe  , 

•  Kirkpatnck,  p.  464.  . 
t  Conduct  <f  tUDiumUr*  oflrtUmd,  Dub  171)1,  p.  2<W»tf*#pa- 
trick,  p,  42*. 
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that  they  use  any  unfair  practices  in  eonfnuig  trade 
themselves.— Given  uadftoar  hands  at  Belfiaat,Sapt.  8,  1T1S. 

HENRY  ELLAS, 
NICHOLAS  THETFORD, 
ROBERT  LEACHES, 

And  Seventy-seven  other  Inhabitant*  of  the  To^n. 

About  this  time,  the  rictrbf  Belfast  was  ciist  ina  su  t  instf* 
toted  to  cUtto  house-money  by  tfrttoe  of  the  statute  1 7  and  1  a, 
Cm-.  %di.  Cdp.7.    As  this  is  a  taattar  of  some  importance  t* 
•  the  present  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  the  Whole  transaction  shaft 
be  refeted  in  the  Words  of  Dr^irkpatridc:— .«  the  tdwn  tff 
Belfast  (thbugh  a  corporation  of  100  years'  standihg,)  nove* 
paid  house-money  tb  their  vicar.    The  late  incumbent  Mir 
Echlin,  ahd  his  successor,  the  present  incumbent  Dr  TiSddl, 
carri^on  a  suit  agaiirt*  the  towiw     Whereupon,  the  corpora* 
tion  of  Belfast  being  advkied  by  cminc^  that  they  were  not  ia~ 
eluded  in  the  letter  or  meaniwfc  of  the  above  act  of  parliament* 
defended  their  rights,  ami  pleaded  from  the  preamble  of  ttat* 
said  foftoti*  which  ruiis  thus  s '  That  wftereas  therts  are  mxht> 
€B  hovTTOKBs  ok  or  mm  TJirrrtis  sittled  by  law  upon  the  in* 
Curabents  who  have  actual  care  of  setfls  in  the  city  4nd  sabtiftas 
of  Dublin,  and  the  liberties  thefettrito  adjotomg,  and  in  rfiftfer 
citfes  -arid  towns  corporate  «f  ftis  y<Air  Majesty's  tto^dm'W 
Ireland:    Therefore,  be  it  *#act«d>  &c/— that  they  were  hot 
affeetid  by  it,  seeing  Belfast  is  a  wcafdgc  endowed  by  law  witfe 
gtebeldndy  all  the  ^a&  tykes,  tindv  tkt^tfthe'&M*yOB*j 
and  that  by  a  modest  computation,  the  product  of  these,  and  of 
the  other  dues  paid  by  Hit  mhabttfitots  <*f  Ihe  tqwn  of  Belfast  to 
-  tlfelr  VteaY,  wiB  ataomit  toihmunlbus'tiHnis  i6  tf&Gl  pier  tora'tim, 
.which  they  pleaded  from  adjudged  cases  was  a  competency  for 
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tb*  viaer ;  and  that  therefore,  the  reason  of  the  law,,  was  not 
binding  ia  their  ease,  And  they  farther  pleaded,  that  though 
the  said  sum  of  180L  per  annum  should  not  be  looked  upon  as 
a  competency,  yet  even  in  that  case,  which  is  the  most  favour- 
able supposition  for  the  vicar,  he  cannot  legally  recover  house- 
money  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  but  must  sue  for  an 
augmentation  to  his  maintenance  out  of  the  rectorial  tythes, 
because  he  that  receives  the  impropriation  of  these  tythes  ought  - 
to  endow  the  vicar  with  a  competent  maintenance."  It  appears 
farther,  from  Dr  Kirkpatrkk's  statement,  that  "  almost  all  the 
inhabitants  of  any  figure  and  substance,  of  all  persuasions,  ' 
dji  with  efual cheerfulness  make  their  voluntary  contributions" 
towards  the  defence  of  their  common  fights  against  the  vicar, 
notwithstanding  that  the  Lower  House  of  Convocation  had  re- 
commended it  to  the  clergy,  and  directly  espoused  it  as  the 
**  cause  of  the  Church." 

1714^—1  have  already  taken  occasion  to  notice  the  inveterate 
rancour  and  spirit  of  persecution  harboured  by  certain  High 
Churchmep  in  this  reign  against  the  Protestant  dissenters.  An- 
other effort  was  made  this  year  to  stir  up  this  foul  fiend  from 
her  dark  abode,  but  ft  was  an  expiring  efibrt.  Since  that  day, 
the^rowth  of  liberality  has  never  been  obstructed,  and  it  ia  % 
wife  pleasure  that  we  reflect  upon  the  harmony  that  exists  be* 
between  Dissenters  and  Churchmen.  They  both  exult  in  the 
denomination  of  Pretesta§Us>  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  their  oa^ 
rnk  of  fifth,  and  free  and  tmrettrained  inquiry  their  funda-^ 
mental  rule*  Consequent^  implicit  faith,  and  restraint  for  any 
system  of  rth^ioueopmtoris  (unless  where  these  maauestry  tend 
to  encroach  on  the  principle  of  toleration,)  are  held  by  them  in 
thegceeteat  i 
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The  oi^inal  of  the  following  «ddr«s  to  Qtteen  Anne  fVomdir 
*  county  of  Antrim,  was  found  among  the  papers  of  a  person  de- 
ceased. Her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  die  on  the  1st  of  August, 
to  the  great  joy  of  the  Whigs  of  that  day,  and  the  address  was 
not  forwarded,  being  then  in  circulation  through  the  county  for 
signatures. 

TO  THE  QUEEN'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

The  Bumble  Address  of  the  High  Sheriffs,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  Grand 
Juiy,Gentlemen,  and  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Antrim,  in  her  Ma- 
jesty's Kingdom  of  Ireland ;  at  an.  Assises  held  for  the  said  County  on 
the  17th  Day  of  July  1714,  at  Carrickfergu*. 
Most  GaAoieus  SovBRsmjc,  ,      . 

The  many  instances  of  your  Majesty's  pious  seal  for  our  most  holy  Belf- 

gi°n»  &ye  us  ground  to  hope  that  you  wiU  be  able  to  fix  our  Established 

Church  upon  so  solid  a  basis  of  Legal  Securities,  that  neither  Schism  nor 

Heresy  shall  ever  be  able  to  prevail  against  her.* 


object  of  all  true  Protestants^  What  a  disheartening  reflection  must  it 
not  be  to  every  lover  of  liberty  and  umow,  to  find  >that  intolerance  and 
persecution  are  ititt  the  principles  of  the  Roman  £atholic  religion.  The 
editors  of  the  splendid  editions  of  the  Doway  Bible,  printed  at  Liverpool  or 
Chester,)  1813,  and  Dublin  1815,  attribute  to  the  clergy  of  their  persua- 
sion a  divine  right  to  punish  their  Protestant  fellow-countrymen  with  mats. 
«  We  see  (say  the  reverend  editors  on  Deuteronomy,  Chapter  xvii)  what 
authority  God  was  pleased  to  give  to  the  church-guides  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, in  deciding  without  appeal  all  controversies  relating  to  the  law ;  pro- 
mising that  they  should  not  err  therein,  and  punishing  with  msatX  such  • 
as  proudly  refused  to  obey  their  decision*  ;  and  surely  he  has  not  done  lessf 
for  the  church-guides  of  the  New  Testament.*9— Ought  not  this  nefarious* 
comment  on  the  word  of  God;  and  the  principle  itself  of  persecution 
be  explicitly  renounced  by  those  men  who  come  forward  to  claim  the  office 
of  legislators  for  Protestants,  and  ought  hot  the  most  ample  securities  be 
given  to  prevent  a  possibility  of  their  being  ever  put  in  force  ?  We  all 
know  thampHcit  confidence  reposed  in  their  priests  by  individuals  of  the- 

Roman  Catholic,  persuasion. 

*  What  a  mean  opinion  must  these  men  have  formed  of  the  Protestant 
religion,  in  supposing  that  it  must  fall  prostrate,  iff  deprived  of  <•  legal  se- 
curities," and  the  protection  of  her  *'  Majesty's  pious  seal.''  Ijt  was  an 
i>ewwaj*nd  impious  opinion  (observes  the  late  Charles  J.  Fox,)  to  main- 
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At  by  a  Sacramental  Tm  your  Majesty  gave  a  seasonable  check  to  the 
ptevafling  power  of  faction1  in  our  Corporations,  to  by  .a  late  important 
Act,  yon  have  stopped  the  spreading  contagion  of  Schism  in  our  Congrega- 
ttas  ;  both  which  Laws  mast  affect  latest  posterity,  if  the  prevailing  of  , 
faction  does  not  break  through  them. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  we  find  in  that  excellent  Act  against  , 
Schism,  that  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  begins  to  revive  in  .this  Kingdom, 
'  the  repeal  of  which  .had  opened  a  wide  gate,  and  let  into  our  Corporations 
numbers  of  those,  who,  J>y  the  principles,  both  of  their  religion  and  policy, 
rob  the  Prince  of  his  sJsppnacy,  and  place  that  inestimable  Jewel  of  the 
Crown  in  the  mixed  boo^  of  their  general  assembly. 

We  glory  in  onr  Loyalty  td  your  Sacred  Majesty,  in  opposition  to  those 
amongst  us  who  transfer  it  \o  their  Sovereign  Lord— The  People,  and  dare  < 
l  and  subscribe  each  principles  in  print;*  and  we  will  with  the 


tain  that  the  Church  must  depend  for  support  as  an  engine  or  olfy  of  the 
state,  and  not  on  the  evidence  of  its  doctrines,1  and  the  excellency  of  their ' 
moral  effects."— Be&feue>V3fc«otr#  of  George  1&  vol.  ii.  p.  408. 

*  This  allusion  relates  most  probably  to  the  conduct  of  Qetworthy  Up*  v 
ton;  of  Castle  Upton,  one  of  the  representatives  in  parliament  for  the  County 
of  Antrim,  who  drank  the  above  celebrated  toast  in  a  public  company, 
and  was  afterwards  under  the  necessity  of  publishing  a  vindication  of 
himself  from  the  charge  of  "  insulting  the  monarchy,"  in  the  year  1713. 
The  following  Mract  from  Dr  Ktrkpatrick'e  Historical  Estay,  gives  a  sa- 
tisfactory account  of  the  transaction  t— After  a  public  dinner  which  was 
given  on  occasion  of  the  collection  for  Lisbnrn  in  1708,  one  of  the  company 
and  I  (Mr  Upton,)  fell  on  the.  two  general  topics  -then  of  conversation, 
vj*.  Passive  Obedience  and  Non  Resistance,  and  Hereditary  Power :  he 
alleged  there  was  no  resistance  made  to  the  late  King  James  $  which 
,  obliged  me  to  instance  the  glorious  behaviour  of  our  most  gracious  que*** 
when  the  whole  constitution  was  like  to  be  overturned  ;  the  Bishop  of 
London's  being  at  the  head  of  a  troop  of  horse*  and  blood  shed  in  skir. 
miaheg,  &c.  I  desired  him  to  reconcile  absolute  passive  obedience  and 
non-resistance  to  the  Revolution,  and  hereditary  right  to  our  glorious 
King  William,  who  had  no  such  right  when  made  king,  and  to  the  succes- 
sor in  the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover  who  now  has  none,  and  I  had  done. 
t  alleged,  if  the  queen  had  not  a  parliamentary  right,  her  hereditary  right 
would  be  much  weakened,  and  that  if  we  had  not  had  King  William,  we 
should  not  have  had  the  happiness  of  our  gracious  Queen  Anne ;  that  it 
was  the  people  made  King  William  king,  and  by  the  same  act,  Queen 
Anne  queen  ;  Thkbifohh,*/  drank  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  Feople9  as  the 
original,  under  God,  of  Government  ?  by  which  words  I  attributed  no  more 
?ower  to  the  People  than  what  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  England  bad 
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utmost  zeal  and  indignation  pursue  those  factious  Spirits*  who*  by  paitU 
eolar  vie*®  of  their  own  interest,  enter  into  measures  to  fix  any  other*  Mat* 
in  your  dominions,  even  whilst  you  are  living,  or  otherwise  to-  undeamin* 
the:  Throne  you  hold  so  much  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  feba  hapolnasa  /at 
all  your  people. 

And  may  tblt  God  who  enabled  your  Majesty  to  fcive  peace  to  your 
Subjects  and  Allies  by  the  success  of  your  arms  abroad,  crown  you  aliK» 
with  triumph  over  faction  at  home,  and  make  the  length  of  your  reign  as 
remarkable  as  the  glories  of  it.  ^  _ 

BR£NT  $C$9£ER,  #*  CmmMimr. 

SDWAUP  JPOWN  4ND  GQlf NOR, 
JOHN  «»FFtNGTOJf', 
And  190  otters,  astoug  whom  w**e  the  ibttowhfg  inhabitants  of 


Robert  Loathes,  Sovereign. 
William  Tisd41 
Joseph  Wilkins, 
William  Walkington, 
Robert  Donuefl,     W' 
Samuel  Close,- 
Hugh  Keenan, 
'Nicholas  Ashe,         '  < 
JUchard  Wiltaughby,   '- 
Francis  J-<qw, 
Thomas  Well, 
James  Radcliff, 
Obadiah  Grove, 
Arthur  Hughes, 
Abranara  Torbry, 
Henry  Megens 
George  Robertson, 
John  Bashford, 
James  JByrtt, 
James  Preston, 
C.  Cobham, 


Francis  Bobbs, 
Matthew  French, 
Henry  Ellis, 
Roger  Prichard, 
WHUam  Whitehead, 
John  Brook's* 
Francis  Powell, 
Philip  Harding, 
Josias  JSwine, 
Ffauas  ^QjkB9 
E-  Anderson, 
John  Winder, 
Robert  L,e  Byri| 


William  Seed,: 
James  Mayfield, 
J.  Waring, 
Robert  Greene, 

Wilfte4  M'MawiSj 
Matthew  Wilson, 


1715.— On  the  death  of  Queen  Anne,  George,  Elector  of 
*  Hanover,  was  called  by  die  voice  of  the  people  to  th  e  thvMtifc 
of  these  realms,  while  at  the  same  time  a  desperate  attempt  was 
made  to  restore  the  expelled  Stuart  race,  in  the  person  of  James 
%tuart,  spa  of  James  II.  formerly  King  of  Great  .Britain  &n& 
ireland-    The  fc*»*e  of  that  ill-fated  invasion  is  wall  known*— 


asserted  in  their  vote  of  the  28th  of  January  .1689,  in  these  words  5. 
"  Rgtolved,  that  King  Jtttyc*  //•  having  endeavoured  to  subvert  the"  CoaalaV 
rtitution  oftki*  Kingdom  Jy  freaking  tke  Oauusu*  CjowxaAGT  £$*»&»  f**f 
and  Pe+pk,  fa  fa  Abdic#e4tfa  Government.  ^ 
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Armed  associations  were  everywhere  embodied,  and  this  legiti* 
mate  Pretender  was  driven  into  obscurity.  On  this  occasion, 
an  independent  company  of  Volunteers  was  formed  at  Belfast. 
The  author  has  in  his  possession  A  Sermon  Preached  at  their 
Desire,  Hay  28,  1716,  being  the  Birth-Day  of  King  George, 
by  Robert  M'Bride  M.  A.  and  Published  at  their  Request** 
Belfast,  Printed  by  James  Blow,  171,6. 
.  1737.— This  year  {September  1.)  the  Belfast  News  Letter 
was  commenced,  being  the  first  Newspaper  printed  in  this 
town. 

•  1745.— An  audacious  but  abortive  attempt  was  made  this 
year  by  Charles  Stuart,  son  of  the  late  pretender,  to  obtrude 
himself  on  the  nation  as  King  of  the  British  Empire,  solely  by  . 
virtue  of  his  hereditary  descent  from  Jamas  |I !  "the  northern 
Protestants  were  once  more  in  arms  to  repel  this  threatened  in* 
vasion  of  their  rights,  and  the  following  declaration  was  pub- 
lished by  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Antrim  and  Down. 

August  24,  JW5.— WHEREAS,  a  Rebellion  raised  in  North  Britain, 
by  the  eldest  son  of  the  Pretender,  against  o\xx  rightful  Sovereign,  King 
George  II.  to  subvert  oar  religion  and  liberties,  and  to  entail  popery  and 
•fevery  upon  us  and  our  posterity:  We  his  Majesty's  true  Protestant 
subjects  in  the  Counties  of  Down  and  Antrim,  having  tho  utmost  detesta- 
tion of  so  horrid  an  attempt,  do  hereby,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
vow  to  Almighty  God,  and  do  pledge  our  faith  and  honour  to  one  another, 
that  we  will  every  one  pf  us,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  and  at  the 
hazard  of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  oppose  all  attempts  against  his  Majesty's 
-person  and  government,  and  particularly  that  abominable  and  unnatural 
rebellion  now  carried  on  in  favour  of  a  popish  pretender.  And  we  .do 
hereby  promise  and  engage  to  arm  ourselves,  and  to  assemble  together, 
from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  it  may  be  necessary,  to  concert  measures) 
lor  effecting  the  purpose  of  our  association,  the  defence  of  ourselves,  tHu; 
rdgwaaiid  liberties,  against  Popery  and  arbitrary  power." 

On  this  occasion  several  independent  companies  were  formed 

in  Belfast,  but  from  want  of  the  News  Letters  of  that  distant 

period,  I  am  unable  to  enter  into  particulars  respecting  them/ 
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We  Ie«rn,  however,  from  the  Dublin  Courant,  in  an  extract  of 
a  letter  from  Belfast,  dated  October  9.  that  "  it  was  surprising 
to  see  the  keenness  of  young  and  old  upon  this  occasion : 
Indeed  they  murmur  on  account  of  their  arms  being  taken  from 
them  on  pretence  of  the  Game  Act,  by  which  many  Protestants 
have  been  disabled  from  learning  the  use  of  arms;  but  no  dis- 
couragement will  intimidate  them  from  shewing  their  ardour 
at  this  time,  in  defence  of  their  religion,  liberty,  and  property.9* 

October  19.— The  Earl  of  Antrim,  (Alexander  Mac  Don* 
neU)  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Antrim,  reviewed  the 
volunteer  and  independent  companies,  who  made  a  handsome 
appearance,  and  went  through  their  exercise  with  great  regu* 
larity  and  exactness.  Lord  Massereene  and  other  persons  of 
distinction  were  present. 

175S.— -As  the  representatives  of  the  people  impose  the 
taxes  requisite  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  state,  it  is  their 
indispensable  duty,  as  it  is  their  inherent  right  to  superintend 
the  expenditure;  But  a  question  arose  this  year  whether  the 
frevipus  consent  of  the  l^ing  was  required  to  dispose  of  the 
surplus  of  money  which  .remained  in  the.  treasury  after  the 
discharge  of  aH^the  expences  of  government.  This  right  was 
Insisted  on  by  jthe  long,  and  when  the  bill  for  disposing  of  the 
money  was  transmitted  from  England  with  this  addition,  it 
was,  to  the  joy  of  all  attached  to  the  public  welfare,  and  inte- 
rested  in  the  preservation  of  the  essential  privileges  of  parlia- 
ment, rejected*    The  Addresses  on  this  occasion,  from  the 

*  I  am  sorry  to  add  that  the  satisfaction  they  felt  on  this  occasion  was 
soon  interrupted  by  a  most  disagreeable  alloy.  His  Majesty  by  air  letter, 
took  the  money  out  of  the  treasury  which  had  been  the  subject  of  dispute. 
This  exertion  of  prerogative  gave  occasion  to  reflections  respecting  the 
influence  of  the  croum,  too  obvious  to  be  mentioned.— Crawforfi  Hktory 

V'"fe"4tf&*.p.£0ft 
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independent  electors  to  their  constituents  are  collected  in  a 
volume  entitled  The  Universal  Advertiser,  Dab.  1754.  bom 
whence  the  following  papers,  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  the*   * 
inhabitants  of  Belfast  are  extracted 

TO  TffE  ADVERTISER. 
SIB, 

As  a  free  and  independent  inhabitant  of  the  Town  of  Belfast,  1  cannot 
avoid  taking  notice  of  the 'slovenly  manner  in  which  our  address  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  honourable  House  of  Commons,  was  printed  in  your 
Advertiser  of  Tuesday  last.  As  we  entertained  the  justest  sense  of  the 
ftnshaken  loyalty  and  unbiassed  patriotism  of  this  truly  great  man,  so  I 
can  assure  you,  that  there  never  appeared  greater  unanimity  in  so  large 
a  body  of  men,  than  there,  was  among  us  on  this,  occasion.  The  Address 
was  subscribed  by  125  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town.  ,  Had  we 
been  desirous  to  have  more  names,  I  am  persuaded  more  than  5000  would 
have  been  proud  of  the  honour  of  subscribing  it ;  and  our  letters  to  she 
worthy  gentlemen  entrusted  with  the  delivery  of  our  Address,  were  - 
signed  by  Mr  John  Gordon*  merchant,  and  agent  to  the  Earl  of  Oonegall, 
by  order  of  the  free  and  independent  inhabitants,  at  a  public  meeting  at 
the  Market  House,  where  there  was  the  largest  assembly  that  had  ever 
been  known  oif  such  an  occasion. 

It  would  have  given  us  great  pleasure,  to  have  our  names  transmitted 
to  posterity,  as  having  approved  of  the  Speaker's  conduct  upon  so  critical 
an  occasion.^  Our  duty  and  our  loyalty  have  ever  been  such  to  his  present 
Majesty,  the  best  of  Kings,  and  to  his  most  illustrious  house,  as  to  make 
us  abhor  every  measure  that  may  have  even  the  most  distant  tendency  to 
alienate  the  auctions  of  his  subjects  from  him  ;  for  which  reason,  we  shell 
take  it  as  a  particular  favour,  if  you  will,  in  your  next,  insert  our  names** 
length.  ^ 

We  are  the  more  desirous  of  having  this  done,  as  it  will  convince  the   . 
world,  that  we  are  in  no  wise  consulted  nor  concerned  in  some  late 
freedoms,  which,  were   clandestinely  granted  by  the  magistrate  of  the 
town  ,*  and  published  as  the  Act  of  the  Corporation,  though  it  was  an  ab- 
solute secret  to  every  person  of  any  consequence  in  the  town,  till  the 

*  Alluding  to  the  freedom  of  the  Corporation  presented  (in  1752)  to 
Lord  George  Sackville,  son  and  principal  secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  to  seven  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  by  Mr 'Saunders,  Sovereign 
ef  the  town.  The  conduct  of  the  latter  is  severely  reprehended  in  an 
anonymous  pamphlet,  entitled,  Utter*  from  Bctfixst.—Bctfatt,  prated  m 
tke  year  1152. 
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affair  made  its  appearance  i*  the  public  papers*  Then,  indeed,  it  was 
universally  disavowed,  but  not  in  so  public  a  manner  as  the  gentlemen 
of  Belfast  ought  to  have  done ;  and  they  take  this  opportunity  of  dis- 
avowing it  in  the  most  public  manner. 

lam,  Sir,  &c. 
'  A  FBEE  AND  INDEPENDENT  INHABITANT  OF 

k  THE  TOWN  OF  BELFAST. 

J\  &  We  likewise  take  the  liberty1  to  send  you  the  answer  we  received 
from  Mr  Ward  and  Mr  Upton;  which  we  beg  you  may  insert  in  your  next 
jpaper. 

B*LFAST~Last  Friday  an  Annaass  from  the  Free  and  Independent 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Belfast,  to  the  Right  Honourable' HENRY 
BOYLE,  Esq.  Speaker  of  the  honourable  House  of  Commons,  was  sent 
off  by  express  from  this  place,  accompanied  with  a  letter  to  Bernard 
Ward,  Esq.  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  the  County  of  Down,  and  Arthur 
Or  tow,  Esq.  member  of  Parliament  for  the  Corporation  of  Carrickfergus, 
who  were  prayed  to  present  the  said  address  in  a  gold  box  prepared  for 
**  the  purpose,  with  the  following  inscription  :— 

•    •   ___HONBSTUM  PrAETUMT  UTILI,   BT 

Bbjbcit  alto  dona  mocentium 

VULTU,  BT  PER  OB9TANTB8  CAtERYAS 
EXPLICUIT  SUA  VICTOR  ARM  A. 

.'  ,  HENRICO  BOYLE. 

M.DCC.L.III. 
f  L.M.D.C.Q. 

POPULTJS  BELFASTIENSIS. 

Which  Address  was  by  them  accordingly  presented  on  Tuesday,  the  «th 
of  this  insU  and  most  graciously  received.     The  Letter  and  Address  are 
as  follows,  viz. 
To  Bernard  Ward,  Esq.  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  the  County  of  Down, 

and  Arthur  Upton,  Esq^  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  Corporation 

of  Carrickfergus. 

Gentlemen.— True  worth,  wherever  it  appears,  commands,  the  appro- 
bation  of  all  honest  minds;  when  ourselves  have  been  the  subjects  of 


v  •  With  innate  virtue  arm'd,  his  gen'rous  heart 
Prefers  the  honest,  to  the  gainful  part; 
With  just  disdain  rejects  the  guilty  bribe, 
And  scorns  the  maxims  of  a  venal  tribe  ; 
High  in  Superior  worth,  triumphant  goes 
Through  crowds  of  impotently  raging  foes. 
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its  activity,  a  sense  of  obligation  is  added,  prompting  us  to  acknowledg- 
ments. This  holds  even  in,  the  trivial  concerns  of  life,  but  most  strongly 
in  the  most  important.  No  wonder,  then,  if  we  are  pleased  with  an  op- 
portunity of  returning  you,  Gentlemen,  our  hearty  thanks,  fox  your' 
exemplary  virtue  in  supporting  our  invaluable  privileges  as  freemen.  The 
satisfaction  we  felt  on  observing  it,  could  'have  been  heightened  by  no- 
thing but  the' pleasure  of  surprise;  that  indeed  was  wanting,  for  your 
conduct  has  been  such  as  we  expected. 

We  flatter  ourselves.  Gentlemen,  that  in  honouring  us  by  presenting 
our  Address  to  the  Speaker,  you  will  yourselves  be  honoured ;  it  is  true, 
as  representatives  of  very  numerous  and  respectable  bodies  of  the  neigh- 
bouring people,  you  naturally,  in  our  particular  situation,  offered  year- 
selves  to  our  thoughts  upon  this  occasion  ;  yet  nothing  could  have  pre- 
vailed upon  us,  who  feel  ourselves  independent,  to  have  thus  distinguished 
.you,  had  you  not  first,  by.  a  steady  and  uniform  adherence  to  your  duty*  , 
distinguished  yourselves ;  and  surely  no  hedge  of  honour  can  contend  1+ 
dignity  with  the  public  applause  of  the  free  and  uninfluenced* 

You  will  readily  perceive,  Gentlemen,  that  the  freedom  of  this  Corpo- 
ration could  not  with  any  propriety  have  accompanied  these  expUeft 
declarations  of  our  unfeigned  sentiments ;  an  ordinary  compliment  in 
the  power  o  f  an  individual,  must  be  considered  as  of  too  little  consequence, 
to  come  in  aid  of  general  Tributes  of  praise,  paid  to  uncommon  merit ; 
but  this  is  not  all:  Since  an  absurd  and  gross  abuse  of  that  power  in  a 
late  instance,  it  could  not  possibly,  in  any  degree,  have  co-operated  with  ' 
the  intention  of  this  Letter  and  Address;  which  was  to  do  Honour  to  our- 
selves, and  as  far  as  we  could,  to  those  upright  patriots,  who,  in  contempt 
of  all  inferior  considerations,  have,  with  signal  Militancy,  defended  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  this  kingdom. 

'  We  axe,  Gentlemen, 

With  the  greatest  Bespect, 
Your  most  obliged, 

Most  devoted  humble  Servants, 
THE  FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  INHABITANTS     . 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BELFAST. 

Signed   by  Order,  at  a   Fublte  Meeting  at  the  Market  House  of 
Belfast,  February  1st.  1764. 

JOHN  GOJtDON. 
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Address  to  the  Right  Honourable  HENRY  BOYLE,  Esq.   Speaker  of 
the  honourable  House  of  Commons. 

giR,— We  the  Free  and  Independent  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Belfast, 
having*a  grateful  sense  of  the  inestimable  blessings  we  enjoy  in  aland  of 
freedom/ cannot,  without  the  utmost  indignation,  reflect  on  the  malignant 
conduct  of  some  persons,  who,  to  cover  their  own  selfish  and  pernicious 
schemes,  have  endeavoured  to  represent  those  upright  patriots,  who 
have  steadily  opposed  any  alteration  in  that  Constitution  from  which 
we  derive  all  our  happiness,  as  seditious  and  ungrateful  to  the  best  of 
prioces. 

As  the  excellence  of  our  legal  and  truly  .admirable  constitution  chiefly 
consists  in  the  due  distribution  of  power  to  every  branch  of  the  legislature, 
which  forms  th^glorious  political  balance,  not  to  be  found  in  any  other 
gt>v,e?nm«nt,  it  is  evident  that  the  least  infringement  of  the  rights  anil 
privileges  of  any  part,  must  necessarily  tend  to  the  destruction  of  the 

'.whole.  To  rule  over  a  nation  of  freemen,  and  to  preserve  all  their  right* 
«ml  privileges  inviolable,  is  the  peculiar  glory  and  true  interest  of  a  British 

,  monarch.  To  support  the  just  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  to  defend 
the  rights  of  jevery  part  of  the  legislature  from  any  encroachment,  is  a 
4aty  which  every  freeman,  and  more  especially  every  representative  of 
the  people,  equally  owes  to  his  sovereign  and  to  his  country.  ' 

As  these  are  our  real  and  unfeigned  sentiments,  we  rejoice  that  we 
4wemnder  the  paternal  care  of  a  Prince,  who  has  been  uniformly  ac- 
tuated by  the  same  principles,. and  who  has  given  all  his  subjects  in  gene- 
ral,; and  particularly  all  his  subjects  in  Ireland,  the  most  convincing 
proofs  that  their  happiness  is  the  great  end  of  his  mild  and  righteous 
government.  We^also  rejoice  that  we  yet  have  a  great  number  of  true 
friends  to  the  liberty  of  their  country,  whom  neither  promises  nor  threats 
can  ever  bend  to  betray  the  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  them  by  theur 
constituents  ;  who  know  thar\he  interest  of  their  King  and  of  their  coun- 
try, is,  and  must  ever  be,  inseparable ;  and  who  despise  the  ignorance, 
and  detest  thtfmaKee,  of  these  who  attempt  to  disunite  them. 

The  incorruptible  fldelityf  and  inflexible  steadiness,  which  you,  Sir, 
have  shewn  in  pursuing  the  true  interest  of  your  country,  demand"  our 
particular  and  public  acknowldgements.  Warm  with  gratitude,  were* 
turn  you  our  most  sincere  and  hearty  thanks,  for  your  unalterable  zeal 
for  the  true  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the  liberty  and  iiappmess  of  this  « 
nation.  Goon.  Sir,  steadily  in  that  noble  course  of  virtue  which  you 
nave  so  successfully  pursued ;  and,  though  we  know  not  what  other  con- 
sequences may  attend  your  distinguished'  patriotism,  yet  of  this  we*  are 
certain,  that  you  will  receive  a  reward;  which  we  are  convinced  you 
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will   esteem  far  above    all    others,  the  applause  of  your  own  mind, 

and  th»  reverence  and  gratitude  of  every  true  friend  and  lover  of  his 

country. 

v 

John  Gordon    . 

John  Fivey 

William  Stewart 

Thomas  Drennan 

Charles  Cunningham 

John  Holmes 

Clotworthy  Havens 

James  Hamilton 

William  Haven 

Edward  Caddell 

Thomas  Sinclair 

Stephen  Seed 

Rich.  Brown  Bamber 

James  Gregg 

WiUiam  Wilson 

Robert  Wallace 

Stephen   Haven 

John  Rainey 

David  Lyons 

James, Blow 

William  Birt 

Gilbert  Kennedy 

Daniel  Blow 

John  Holmes 

James  Ferguson 

John  Ross 

James  Burgess 

Francis  Hamilton 

Bobert  Armstrong 

Jamas  Archibald  * 

Thomas  Gregg 

William  Gregg,  Jun. 

John  Clarke 

Hugh  Donaldson 

James  Lewis 

David  Bead' 

William  Stafford 

John  Stewart 

John  Boyd 

iohn  Campbell 

Alexander  Haliday 

JohaigJohnatpn 

Gilbert  Orr 

Joseph  Wallace 

John  Moor 

Samuel  M'Tier 

Donald  M'Neil 

David  Smith 

John  Boss 

George  Barclay 

John  Mathers 

Albert  M«Kewn 

John  Ballantine 

James  Chambers      >. 

Hugh  Johnston 

James.  M'Waters 

Hugh  M'liwrath      4? 

William  Laird 

James  Crawford 

Charles  Hamilton 

Thomas  Bateson 

John  Carson 

James  Thompson 

James  Adair 

i  John  Hay 

WOUam  Lyons 

Samuel  Smith 

John  Campbell 
John  Brown 

Henry  M«Kedy 

William  Holmes 

Alex.  Montgomery 

Bobert  Wilson 

John  Mattear 

Francis  Stewart 

James  Hamilton 

James  Trail 

William  Arthur 

William  Gamble 

Samuel  Stewart 

John  Shaw 

Junes  Boss 

Benjamin  Legg 

St  John  Smith 

John  Gait  Smith 

George  Duncan 

Jasper  Curry 

John  CaUweU 

'  Bigby  Dobbin 

WiUiam  Sharp 

John  Hyde 

John  Potts 

Robert  Simm9 ' 

Joints  Patterson 

John  Henderson 

Hugh  fti'Master 

William  Holmes 

James  Getty 

Bobert  Callwell 

Arthur  Mattear 

Thomas  Whiteside 

Thomas  Sitlington 

Samuel  Hyde 

John  Matthews 

William  Maxwell 

Arthur  Bnntin 

Daniel  M'Cormkk 

John  Macombe 

James  Park 

"  WiHiam  Sinclair 

John  Bradshaw 

George  Ferguson 

JohnPyat 

Samuel  Edmond 

James  Henderson 

Henry  Kelso 

Edward  Harris 

George  Black 

Charles  Gain 

Thomas  M'Lewaift 

John  Clarke 

Lewis  Jones 

David  Archibald 

John  Pettfcrew 

Bike  Smith 

f 
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TO  THE  ADVERTISER. 

&1JI,  ^     '      Be{f«f,  September  l(g  1754. 

On  Thursday  last  the  first  general  meeting  of  the  Patriot 
-    Club  of  the  County  of  Antrim  was  held  at  the  market-house  of 
this  town,— —ARTHUR  UPTON  Esq.  in  thfrfkair:   ' 

At  which  a  great  many  gentlemen  were  present,  who  met 
together  with  the  warmest  loyalty  and  affection  to  his  Majesty 
and  the  illustrious  House  of  Hanover,  and  the  most  sincere 
zeal  for  the  liberty  and  true  interest  of  the  country,— 

Determine^  To  testify  their  gratitude  by  every  constitutional 
'  means  in  their  power,  towards  those  glorious  Patriots  who  so 
resolutely  vindicated  the  essential  rights  of  their  country  in  the 
proceedings  of  last  session  : 

Determined,  To  cherish  and  render  still  more  universal  that 
truly  loyal  and  liberal  spirit,  in  virtue  of  which  this  nation 
^^received  so  great  a  deliverance : 

Determined,  To  oppose  upon  all  future  occasions,  all  such  as 
have  concurred  in  measures  inconsistent  with  the  true  interest 
of  their  country,  and  equally  to  support,  upon  every  occasion, 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  and  rights  of  the  People  in  our 
happy  Constitution- ever  inseparable. 

The  following  toasts  were  drank  :  The  King,  the  Prince  of 

Wales  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family,  the  Duke*  and  the 

.    Army,  the  Glorious  and  Immortal  memory  of  King  William, 

the  17th  of  December  l75S,f  Prosperity  to  Ireland,  the  1st 

o£  July  1690,  the  Glorious  1st  of  August  1714,  the  l6th  of 

v    April  1746,  the  Speaker,  Lord  Kildare,  the  late  Master  t  of  ' 

"  The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  routed  the  Pretender'*  forces  at  Cul- 
loden,  the  16th  of  April,  1746. 

't  The  day  on  which  the  altered  Money-bills  was  rejected  by  the  Irish 
House  of  Commons. 

t  All  distinguished  opponents  of  the  Money-bill, 
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The  Rolls,— The  nine  Gofes>— The  fourMalones,— The  Linen 
Manu^cture,— The  Patriot  Gobs  of  Ireland,— May  the  spirit 
of  the  13*  Patriots  be  always  the .  distinguished  spirit  of  the 
House  of  Commons,— May  our  free  and  happy  eenjaMntioa 
be  traii$imtt*d*atire  to  Our  latest  pc*terfty,^TKft<WTO*i 
holders  and  freemen  of  belaud  may  ever  estf tiheic  consti- 
tutional Bight  of  judging  of  the  conduct  of  their  Represent* 
aftive*,~Thaf  no  Ecclesiastic  may  ever  attempt  to  dictate  to 
the  House  of  Commons, — Disappointment  to  those  that  would 
build  their  fortunes  on  their  country's  nrin^-Jfriat  Greats 
Britain  and  Ireland  may  ever  be  united  in  affection  as  they  are 
in  «terest,~Tbe  friends  of  Ireland  in  the  British  Parliament, 
-!-liay  no  station  protect  any  mart  who  would  set  #fe  interest  of 
theStng  and*  People  at  variance,— May  the  People  ever  distil*. 
gaoh  between  the  ambitious  views  of  a  Minister  and  the  true  ' 
interest  of  the  crown,«~-That  his  Majesty's  virtues  may  descend 
with  his  crown  to  the^  latest  posterity.  Iam,fte» 

1755. — A  Patriot  Club  of  the  county  of  Antrim  had  for 
some  time  been  instituted,  but  on  what  occasion  I  have  as  yet- ! 
been  unable  to  discover.  On  the  16th  of  April,  this,  year,  a 
general  meeting  was  held  at  the  market-house  of  Belfast,  Ar- 
thur Upton,  Esq.  in  the  chair,  at  which  fifty-eight  members 
were  present.  On  this  occasion,  the  usual  toasts,  breathing  the 
true  spirit  of  lioerty,  werte  drank.  A  similar  club  appears  to 
have  been  established  in  the  county  of  Down. 

Sept.  2, 1756.— A  general  meeting  of  the  Patriot  Club  of  the . 
cotmtyofAntrirawash^ldatCarrickfergus^.Upton,  Esq,  int^ 
chair,  when  a*plan  of  association  was  formed  and  subscribed  by 
forty-two  members  present;  in  which,  after  declaring  their  readf*  , 
to  defend  the  King  and  Constitution,  they  resolve  Ait  «»* 
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the  experience  of  all  ages  has  made  it  evident,  that  the  liberty, 
and  consequently  the  happiness  of  a  free  state,  cannot  possibly 
be  long  preserved  by  any  other  means  than  its  pwn  internal 
strength,  resulting  from  the  health,  rigour,  and  integrity  of 
evetytitfamh  jof  its  constitutions  we  declare'ourselves  thorough* 
ly  conviaceJ/1tett  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  every  true 
friend  of  this  county,  never  to  remit  a  strict  watchfulness  over 
those  to  whom,  tjbe  guardianship  of  our  liberties  are  in  a  parti* 

•  cular  manner  entrusted ;  and  this  constant  care  and  watchful- 
ness being  peculiarly  necessary  in  seasons  of  public  danger, 
when  mismanagement,  through  defect  of  honesty  or  abilities, 
must  be  attended  with  .the  most  fatal  effects.  We  hereby  pro- 
mise and  engage,  that  as  we  will  with  our  utmost  might  oppose 
the  sordid  and  pernicious  schemes  of  the  selfish,  the  treacherous, 
and  the  corrupt,  so  we  will  give,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  all  con- 
stitutional support  to  those  faithful  representatives  of  the  people, 
who,,  unshaken  by  the  late  detestable  defection,  and  by  all  the 
arts  and  power  which  effected  it,  and  were  exerted  to  render  it 

v  stillmore  general  and  diffusive,  shall  steadily  persevere,  in  these 
times  of  great  and  complicated  danger,  in  inflexibly  opposing  all 
measures  tending  to  infringe  the  sacred  Rights  of  the  People, 
by  subjecting  them  in  an  undue  degree  to  the  power  anft  in- 
fluence of  ministerial  cabals,  and  to  sap  the  basis  of. our  secu- 
rity and  happiness,  by  violating  that  matchless  constitution 
which  ouf  ancestors  established  by  their  blood." 

November  25,— At  a  meeting  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  an  association  for  suppressing  riots,  and  effectu- 
s&yr  protecting  all  farmers  bringing  in  grain,  &&  irito  the  mar- 
kets, and  other  dealers  in  provisions,  was  unanimously  agreed 
to.  On  the  Saturday  following,  another  town-meeting  was  heUJ 
at  the  market-house,  at  which  it  was  resolved,  that  to  render 

the    "    above-mentioned    association   immediately  effectual 
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for  the  purpose  it  is  intended  to  answer,  eighteen  mem- 
bers of  it,  with  a  captain,  a  sergeant,  and  drummer,  be  directly 
appointed  by  the  sovereign  to  mount  an  armed  guard  at  the 
market-house,  and  that  the  drum  of  the  guard  beating  to  arms  ^ 
shall  be  the  signal  for  calling  the  whole  associated  body  to- 
gether." On  Sunday  night,  one  of  the  persons  concerned  in 
the  hots  alluded  to  was  apprehended  and  coMmed ;  but  on  the 
following  day,  information  being  received  that  the  rioters  were 
assembling  to  rescue  the  prisoner,  the  alarm,  drum  was  beat, 
and  on  less  than  half  an  hour,  200  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
appeared  in  arms,  and  an  order  being  signed  by  the  sovereign, 
and  another  justice  of  *he  peace,  they  marched  under  the  com- 
mand pf  Stewart  Banks,  Esq.  captain  of  the  guard,  through  the 
principal  streets  and  suburbs  of  the  town,  and  searched  the 
houses  of  several  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  late  riots,  against 
whom  examinations  had  been  lodged.  / 

December  8. — A  general  meeting  of  the  associated  inhstof 
tants  was  held,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  offer,  a  rewap*  of 
five  pounds  forthe  apprehension  of  each  of  the  priucj^  ring* 
leaders  in  the  late  riots. 

December  16V— A  numerous  meeting  of  ^principal  gen- 
tlemen of  Belfast  was  held  at  themwket-bo^  »«d  *  scheme  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  was  approved  of/  The  following,  gen- 
tlemen were  appointed  overseers  ofj&  poor:— 


Rev.  Mr  Saurin  * 

—  MrDrennan 

—  Mr  Kennedy 

—  Mr  Laird 

—  Mr  M'Cay 
Messrs  Stewart  Bank^ 

• -  Samuel  Mcl«r 

— -  James  Ge^y 

—  Samuel  ^mith 

—  Gilbert  Orr 


yL —  William  Wallace,  Jun, 

V  -■»—  VaL  Jones 
— 1—  Stephen  Haven 
— —  James  Adair 
— —  Jojin  Hyde 

. Doctor  Haliday 

— —  James  Hamilton 
— .  Hugh  Donnaldson 
_  John  Clark 
— —  George  Ferguson 
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Dec  17-— Pursuant  to  adjournment,  a  genera)  meeting  of 
the  Patriot  Club  of  the  County  of  Antrim,  was  held  at  .Belfast, 
Bernard  Ward,  Esq.  in  .  the  chair,  when  the  following  tftasfta 
were  drank  ?— The  King, — The  glorious  memory  of  King 
William,— The  Patriot  Clubs  of  Ireland,— May  the  Patriots  of 
Ireland  never  suspend  thfetr  vigilance  and  activity  under  any 
administration,— 4|>eedy  depression  to  any  faihily  which  has 
been  made  dangerously  great  at  the  expeaoe  of  this  county— 
Increase  of  honour  and  confidence  to  those  who  remain  firm 
and  inflexible  in  timer  of  defection,— A  revival  to  that  public 
spirit  which  is  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  liberty  and 
happiness  of  the  county,— Memory  of  John  Hampden*— of  Lord 
Russel  and  the  Exclusionersy— of  the  incorruptible  Andrew 
Marvel,  &c.  &c. 

i  1757i  June  1. — The  first  census  of  the  population  of  Belfast 
was  taken  this  year.  By  this  account  it  appears  to  have  con- 
&ned  1779  houses,  containing  7993  Protestants,  and  556 
Sofeinists.  Total  8549.  Of  these  1S00  were  able  to  bear  anna. 
The  number  of  looms  was  399. 

April  16*^A  meeting  of  the  Patriot  Club  of  the  County  of 
Antrim  washes  in  town*  and  another  meeting  an  the  1st  of 
August,  at  which  t^  usua]  sentiments  in  favour  of  liberty  were 
expressed  m&  drank  .—May  the  freemen  of  Ireland  ever  exert 
their  constitutional  right  0f  judging  of  the  conduct  of  their  re- 
juesentatives;— A  speedy  sv>p  to  luxury  and  corruption,  which 
if  allowed  to  increase,  must' inevitably  destroy  the  liberty  and 
happiness  of  these  nations ; — May  the  loyal  Protestants  of  Ire- 
land have  it  in  their  power,  by  being  properly  vrmed,  and  dis. 
ciplined,  to  defen$  his  Majesty's  and  then  rights  and  possessions 
against  all  invaders. 

September  29.— Stewart  Banks,  Esq.  was  sworn  sovereign  of 
this  borough.    Immediately  after,  his  company  of  volunteers 
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received  him  undo?  arms;  when  three  of  their  number,  deputed 
by  the  rest,  presetted  him  with  a  foe  sword,  with  a  gold 
tassel  airf  scarlet  silk  bate,  on  which  were  wrought  in 
gold  twist  the  following  words :—"  The  Compliment  of 
the  Yoofce  Volunteer  Company  or  Bslvast  to  Stiwv 
art  Banks,  Esq.  their.  Captain,  Sept.  29,  1757V/  In 
their  address  they  declare,  that  they  had  it  first  made  choice 
of  him  for  their  captain,  "  from  regard  to  the  puMic  spirit 
w&cb-he  discovered  on  maftyttxasions,"  and  return  him  thanks 
«  for  his  distinguished  and  zealous  attention  to  the  honour  of 
tfcek  association,  and  his  care  to  have  his  Company  properly 
disciplined  and  trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  that  they  may  be  of 
reed  and  effectual  service  token  there  may  be  occasion,  so  that 
they  can  boost,  that  through  his  uncommon  care  and  diligence 
they  are  every  way  in  as  flourisliing  a  condition  as  any  com- 
pany in  the  kmgdom/' 

Dee.  17. — The  Patriot  Clab  of  the  County  of  Antrim  met 
at  the  Donegall  Arms ;  James  Adair,  Esq.  in  the  chair*  The 
following  toasts  were  drank:  May  a  speedy  establishment  of 
an  effectual  Militia  m  these  kingdoms  prove  the  bulwark  of 
our  liberties  against  danger  of  every  kind.— The  Ljnen  Trade, 
mid  may  that  source  of  our,  independency  never  become  an  en* 
gzne  of  subjection.— May  we  never  see  an  ecclesiastic  in  the 
government  of  Ireland,  nor  a  suspected  Protestant  in  the  privy 
council.— May  out  state  undertakers  never  accomplish  that 
gainful  job,  the  interment  of  parliamentary  independency.— te*y 
,  insolence  never  pass  for  curdling,  nor  servility' to  ministers  for 
due  respect  to  the  throne.— May  seats  in  parliament  hecome 
less  desirable  for  lovers  of  themselves,  and  more  so  fir  lovers  of 
their  country*— May  those  who  voted  against  unmerited  pen- 
sions, never  take  them,  and  those  who  did  not,  never  have  it 
in  their  powers-Setter  cultivation  to  the  heirs,  as  well  as  the 
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estate*,  of  the  great  ones  of  Ireland— May  the  people  of  Ha* 
never  and  Hesse  be  able  to  recover  their  own  country,  but 
never  haive  it  in  their  power  to  defend  outs. — The  glyious  me- 
mory of  King  William.— The  first  of  July  1690,  &c.  &e. 

1758.— The  first  Rope-walk  company  was  established  this 
year,  by  Capt  John  M'Cracken,— whose  death  is  recorded  to 
have  happened  on  the  20th  of  December,  1803* 

1760.— The  French  had  long  meditated  an  invasion  of  this 
country,  but  iheir  plans  were  completely .  defeated  by  the  skill 
and  bravery  of  Lord  Hawke.  ,  The  little  squadron  of  Thurot 
reached  the  Irith  coast,  and  on  Thursday  the  gist  of  February 
1760  entered  the' bay  of  Carrickfergus;  it  conertsted  of  three  . 
frigates  only,  witjb^bout  600  men.  Thurot,  in  a  council  of  war, 
advised,  that  without  attending  to  '  Carrickfergifs  they  should 
sail  up  to  Belfast,  but  M.  de  Flobert,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  whole  embarkation^,  differed  from  bis  colleague,  and  insist- 
ed, that  to  leave  behind  them  such  a  fortified  place  as  Car* 
rickfergus  (an  old  half-dismantled. castle)  would  be  against  all 
military  rules  and  precedents.  To  these  arguments  Thurot  at 
length  gave  way,  and  thus  was  Belfast  saved  from  complete 
plunder.  »  - 

On  the  following  day,  after  the  surrender  of  Carrickfergus, 
the  French  sent  up  one  of  their  officers  with  a  flag  of  Truce 
and  a  letter  to  the  Sovereign  (of  Belfast,)  in  these  teems  :-*- 
~"  Send  us  SO  hogsheads  of  Wine,  40  of.  brandy^  60  barrels  of 
Beer,  6000  lb  of  Bread,  and  60  Bullocks;  if  you  don't  do  this 
immediately,  we  intend/  burning  Carrickfergus,  afterwards  to 
proceed  to  Belfast,  and  behave  there  in  a  similar  manner." 

With  this  request  the  inhabitants  thought  it  prudent  to  com- 
ply* and  part  of  the  requisition  was  immediately  sent  off,  but 
the  weather  being  tempestuous,  the  lighter  could  not  sail  down 
the  lough  on  that  day. 
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-  Saturday. — This  morning  a  flag  of  Truce  was  dispatched 
from  this  town  to  the  commander  of  the  French  forces  at  Car* 
rkkfergus,  acquainting  him  of  the  reason  why  the  provisions 
stipulated  were  not  sent  down ;  and  that  the  same,  being  ship- 
ped on  board  the  two  lighters,  would,  sail  with  the  evening 
tidtfvif  possible.  In  the  afternoon  ode  of  the  lighters  with  part 
of  the  provisions  sailed,  having  been  with  no  small' difficulty 
manned,  from  a  general  reluctance  the  people  conceived  of 
supplying  the  enemy :  but  in  her  passage  down,  she  was  brought 
to,  and  stopped  by  a  tender  in  the  road. 

This  day  men  under  arms  continued  to  arrive,  and  at  night 
the  whole  amounted 'at  least  to  3000.  An  entrenchment  com* 
menced  yesterday  near  the  Mile- Water-Bridge,  was  finished 
this  day,  and  planted  with  some  small  ship  cannon. 

About- 9  o'clock  at  night  a  messenger  arrived  from  Carrick- 
fergus,  with  a  letter  to  the  Sovereign  from  Mr  Fullertan,  Dis- 
senting Minister  of  that  town,  (by  whom  the  flag  of  Truce  was 
carried  down  from  hence  this  morning,)  giving  notice,  that  the 
French',  observing  the  provisions  were  stopped,  bad '  seized 
him,  add  swore  that  if  the  provisions  were  not  sent  on  1x>ard 
by  8  o'clock  the/next  morning,  they  would  hang  him,  put  to  the 
sword  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  reduce  the  town  itself  to 
ashes,  and  then  march  to  Belfast.  .To  avert,  if  possible,  the 
execution  of  these  threats,  early  on  the  following  morning  8  or 
10  carts  were  sent  off  laden  with  provisions;  but, only  two 
were  suffered  to  proceed,  the  rest  being  stopped  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  town,  by  a  party  of  armed  men :  however,  about 
the  same  time,  the  master  of  the  tender  gave  permission  to  the 
lighter  to  proceed  to  her  destination. 

On  this  day  and  the  fallowing  Sunday,  the  troops  collected, 
ia  Belfast,  matched  si*  miles  down  the  shore,  and  remained 
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there  till  night ;  but  the  enemy  kept  close  within  the  walls  and 
made  preparations  to  embark,  and  on  Thursday  they  embarked 
and  took  their  departure. 

M.  Thurot,.  a?  a  Gentleman  of  Belfast  writes  to  his  friend 
in  Limerick,  was  highly  provoked  at  missing  his  prey,  the 
town  of  Belfast,  which  he  declared  he  would  have  obliged  to 
pay  £f>0,0QQ9  besides  provisions,  and  swore  by  the  holy  Trini- 
ty, he  would  have  most  of  the  land  officers  broke  as  soon  as 
they  got  to  France,  for  not  agreeing  with  bis  opinion,  to  land 
within  four  miles  of  the  town,  and  march  up  directly  to  it ;  by 
which  means  they  dost  so  rich  a  prize,  for  the  town  of  Car- 
Hckfergus  was  not  worth  sixpence.  * 

Doring  the  stay  of  those  irregular  farces  in  Belfast,  Lord 
Charlemont  arrived,,  and  found  the  town  as  well  defended  as  the 
time  and  circumstances  would  permit.  "  Theappearance  of  the 
peasantry,  who  had  thronged  to  its  defence,  many  6f  whom  were 
my  own  tenants,  was  singular  and  formidable.  They  were 
drawn  upin  regular  bodies,  each  w^th  its  own  chosen  officers, 
and  formed  in  rhartial  array  ;  some  few  with  old  firelocks,  but 
the  greater  number  armed  with  what  is  called  in  Scotland  the 
Lochaber  axe,  a  scythe  fixed  longitudinally  to  the  end  of  a 
long  pole,****  desperate  weapon,  and  which  they  would  have 
made  a*  desperate  use  ofi  Thousands  were  assembled  in  a 
small  circuit;  but  these  thousands  were  so  thoroughly  impress* 
edwith  the  necessity:  of  regularity,  that  the  crowd  was  per- 
fectly undisturbed  by  tumult,  by  riot,  or  even  by  drunken- 
ness." f 


•  Skater's  Public  Gazetteer,  1760,  from  whence  the  above  particular* 
are  taken, 
f  *«&'«  life  of  Lord  CkarUmont,  Lond.  #12^  Vol.  1.  p,  112." 
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LUt  of  the  Volunteer  Companies  and  Militia  that  marched  to  Bttfast  to  oppose 
the  French  f  set  damn  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  each  respective  Corp* 
arrived,  from  Friday  the  22d,  to  Tuesday  the  26th  of  February,  1760— i 
Theet  marked  thuttf)  did  not  accept  of  pay  frm  . 

COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM. 

't)  Antrim  Volunteers.— Lieutenant  James  Finiston  commandant ; 
4  sergeants,  4  corporals,  and  2  drums,  inarched  into  Belfast  on  Fri- 
day erening ;  all  uiufbrmly'  clothed  and  completely  armed,  with  25 
rounds  of  cartridges •        .  96 

(f)  Lisburn  Volunteers.— Edward  Smith,  Esq.  captain  (who  being  at 
Parliament,)  Lieutenant  Abraham  Crommelin  commandant,  receiv- 
ed the  French  prisoners  on  Thursday  evening  (being  then  under 
armi  ready  to  march  to  Belfast,)  guarded  them  all  night,  went  off 
with  them  on  Friday  morning  to  Moira  and  Dromore,  and  came  to 
Belfast  about  five  the  same  evening,  after  a  march  of  21  miles        -130 

(J)  Killulta  Volunteers.— Arrived  in  several  parties  at  different  times, 
and  incorporated  with  Lisbura  company  on  Saturday  (these  and 
Lisburn  company  were  Lord  Hertford's  tenants  t)  68  received  pay    198 

Tempk$ateick  Volunteer*— Arthur  Upton,  Esq.  captain  (who  being 
at  parliament,).  Heary  Shaw,  Esq.  first  lieutenant,  commandant, 
arrived  on  Saturday,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  continued  till  the    ' 
French  sailed        •  *        . 70 

Shane's-Castle  Volunteer**— Charles O'Neill,  Esq.  captain  (who  being 
at  parliament,)  Kennedy  Henderson,  Esq.  first  lieutenant,  com- 
mandant,.arrived  on  Saturday  night,  well  armed,  with  9  rounds  of 
cartridges,  and  followed  next  day  by  7  pieces  of  small  cannon  from 
Shane's-Castle,  which  were  planted^on  the  breast-work  at  Mile- 
Water 94  ' 

(t)Carrickfergus.— Mr  James  M'Ilwean»  captain,  40  ;  and  Cam- 
money— Mr  Ifcnry  Langford  Burleigh,  captain,  55,  guarded  the 
French  prisoners  from  that  town  to  Belfast ;  arrived  in  Belfast 
early  in  the  morning  after  the  French  landed         .         .         .         95 

(f)  Killead.— Roger  Moore,  Esq.  captain,  arrived  on  Friday,  all  armed    40 

|n  fed  near  Antrim.— Mr  Thomas  Thompson,  captain,  Volunteers 
formed  on  the  occasion  (of  which  81  armed,)  arrived  on  Saturday : 

<  but  one  half  recaived  pay        .         .        ,         .        .        .  133 

ftallymena,  two  Companies.— Hugh  Campbell  and  Blainy.  Adair,  cap- 
tains, arrived  on  Saturday  ;  and  on  Tuesday  a  party  of  them  were 
sent  down  tBe  water,  to  reinforce  Captain  Dingey,  where  they  re- 
ffiain«4^mtil  the  French  sailed •       108 

fcoughshane,  Mr  John "#hite,  captain,  arrived  on  Saturday  nights 
nine  of  &em  with  scythes  fixed  on  pole*        .        •        •       •       4* 
*•  ...    # 
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(f) Ballyinoney,  Charles  0'Hara,,Esq.  captain  (received  pay  but  for 

30  men,)  arrived  on  Sunday,  at  two  ©'Clock  in  the  afternoon,  after 
a  march  of  38  mile*  in  14  hours.   Mr  O'Hara  could  have  marched 
600  brave  men  had  there  been  arms  for  them         .         .         .         75 
Ballymoney.— John  Henry,  Esq. captain,  arrived  on  Monday        .        60 
Donegorr— - .Rev.  Patrick  Bennett,  captain,  arrived  on  Sunday  38 

(f )  Ballycastle  Volunteers.— Hugh  Boyd,  Esq.  colonel,  commandant, 
'  arrived  on  Monday,  all  armed ;  and  meie  afterwards  joined  by  up- 
wards of  150  more,  in  several  parties        ....  KX) 
Rasharkin— John  Rowan,  Esq.  captain,  arrived  on  Tuesday        •         75 
(f)  Belfast  town,  three  companies*—- James  Ross,  Esq.  89  ;  Stewart 
*    Banks,  Esq.    189;  and  Mr  John  Brown,  98,  marched  to  Three- 
Mile-Water  on  Saturday  morning,  as  did  all  the  companies'  that     i 
were  then  arrived ;        309 

Tie  Corps  thai  m—mbled  at  BaUatillone  mile  and  a-hfilf  nortk-eaai  e/Car- 
rkkfcrgtu,  nadir  the  care  and  direction,  of  Robert  Dalway,  jfftg. 

Islemagee,Raioo,  Gfen,Templecorran,  KSBreot,  Baflahil},  amtGarriek- 

1  ffergus  Liberties.— Marriot  Dalway,  Bsq.  captain  :_-Bev.  James 
' Dunbar,  Mr  Patrick  Allen,  and  Mr  Edward  Hudson,  lieutenants; 
assembled  on  Friday,  Ac  most  part  wekT  armed ;  and  part  of  Lord 
Antrim's  regiment        .  *        .        4        .        .        .        909 

Lame— Adam  Johnston,  Esq*  captain  :— *f  r  James  Agnew  and  Mr 
James  Blair,  lieutenants,  arrived  at  fcaHahill  on  Friday        .        11* 

(Glenarm.— James  Myers,  Esq.  captain  :—  Mr  John  Mitehefi,  and 
Mr  William  Higginson,  Heutenants,  and  the  Rev*  Thomas  Reed, 
ensign,  arrived  at  Ballahill  on  Sunday,  all  in  good  uniform,  arid 

.    wan  armed;  with  three  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  on  carriages     '  120 

Totai*  Coohty  or  Aw  taut  2249 

COUNTY  OF  DOWN. 

IfOrd  Hillsborough's  Regiment* 

<t)  Purdy's-Bum— James  Willson  (for*his  father,  Hill  Willson,  Esej^ 
appointed  paymaster  to  the  King's  forces  on  that  occasion,)  captain  : 
.^Alexander  Legg  and  Thomas  Stewart,  Esqrs.  lieutenants;  arrive^ 
in  Belfast  on  Friday  morning,  well  armed,  being  the  first  consi- 
derable body  that  came  in ;  entered  forthwith  on  duty^  and  con- 
tinued bo  until  the  French  sailed         •         •         •         •  196 

Castlereagh— Thomas  Pottioger,  Esq.  captain,  arrived  on  friday 
forenoon'  .  .  •  .  \         80 

Hillsborough.— ^Lieutenant  Daniel  Hull,  commandant,  arrived  on 
Friday  evening,  at  four  o'clock       .       .       .       .        .  J84 
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£onf  Randan's  Regiment,  under  kit  Lordship's  command. 
i  Lordship's  company,  215,  abd  John  Stothard  Esqrs,  40, 
arrived  on  Friday  forenoon  •  136 

Dromore,  two  companies.  ■■Coalet  Stothard,  and  James.  Waddett, 
«n»tains,  guarded  the  French  prisoners  to  Banbridge,  and  arrived 
in  Belfast  on  Saturday ;  sixty  of,  these  armed  with  back  swords 
and  pikes 183 

Gilford.  Achreon  Johnston  Esq.  captain,  arrived  on  Saturday  morn* 
ing,  only  one  half  had  guns         ......         90 

Waringstown— -Samuel  Waring,  Esq,  captain,  arrived  on  Sunday     60 

Mngheratin^  Charles  Douglas  Esn..  captain,  arrived  on  Sunday  30 

Btrmard  Ward  RfrU  Regiment :  te  Aw  absence  (being  at  parliament,)  M* 
SckUn  Esq.  lieutenant-colonel,  commandant. 

FromDownpatrick,  Castteward,  Bangor,  Newtown,  th0  Ards,  Locale, 
and  Gfflhall. — Henry  Waring,  Charles  EchHn,  Steele  Hawthorne, 
David  Caddell,  and  John  Magfil,  Esq**,  captains ;  these,  with  the 
'lieutenants  and  ensigns  of  each  respective  company,  arrived  on 
Saturday       -     .         •  .  .  .  .  j    .       $*q 

WaringsfonL— A  Company  joined  said  Regiment;  arrived  tame  day    #0 

James  Stevenson^  Eiqfs  Regiment* 

Ifflilwgh,.    In  hit  ntymnr  fhe  btipg  at  parliament,)  Robert  Black- 
wood, Beq*  tttutenant-coldoel,  commandant,  arriyed  on  Saturday    W7 
Cumber  andBaUybeen^-*BDhtrt  Gillespie,  James  Patterson,  and  Ro- 
bert Kyle,  captains :  these  three  companies  .arrived  on  Friday 
feeenoon        .        .        .        .        •        ...        •         .       135 
Camber.— John  White,  captain,  arrived  on  Saturday         .  47 

Setford.— 'Matthew  Forde,Eaq.  colonel,  commandant,  arrived  same 

day 144 

fautfieldV-^Henry  Savage,  Esq.  lieutenant,  arrived  same  day    *  10 

Aids  Regiment.— Francis  Savage,  Esq.  colonel,  commandant,  arrived 
on  Monday  at  noon,  divided  into  three  companies,  raited  at  Porta* 
lurry,  Greyaobey,  and  Ballywalter;  and  same  day  marched  to 
Bangor  to  guard  the  coast  .  •  ....  •  22Q 

Newtown.— Arthur  Kennedy,  Esq.  captain,  arrived  on  Friday  forenoon    8f 
Hollywood.— James  Hamilton,  Esq.  captain,  arrived  same  day  at  two 
in  the  afternoon     ...  .  .  .,        v  .  60 

Dtnaghadee  Voluateers«~*Hugh  Boyd,  Bsq.  captain,  arrived  on  Se- 
tarday$  and  on  Monday  marched  with  several  other  companiei  to    . 
guard  the  toaat  between  Heir/wood  and  0oa«gnadee>       .  13B 
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•  Downpatrick,  three  companies  Volunteers— John  Trotter,  Charles 
Johnston,  and  William  Hamilton,  Eaqrs.  captains,  arrived  on  Sa- 
turday .......  ISO 

(f)  Newry  Volunteers.— Captain  Thomas  Braddock,  arrived  same 
morning,  on  hcrssback  .  ,    .  '  .  90 

Total,  County  or  Down  267S 

COUNTY  OF  AftMACH. 

Lurgan  Volunteer  troop  of  Dragoons.— Wifliam  Brownlow,  Btfq. 
captain,  who  left  Dublin  on  the  first  advice,  and  put  himself  at 
their  head  on  Tuesday,  received  an  account  at  ten  o'clock  on  Thurs* 
day  night  of  the  French  being  landed ;  marched  on*  •>  quarter  after 
twelve,  and  arrived  at  eleven  oh  Friday  forenoon,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  James  Forde,  Esq.  first  lieutenant  •  ".  )40 

Lylo  Volunteers.— William  Robinson,  Esq.  captain,  arrived  on  Sa- 
turday morning  •  •  .  •  73 
Rich-Hill  Volunteers,  Thopoas  Roe,  Esq.  captain,  arrived  on  Sunday, 
'  on  horseback            •            •            •            .            .            •             lieY 
Of)  Armagh  Volunteers.— Thomas  M'Cann,  Esq.  (as  sovereign  of  Ar- 
magh,) captain,  set  out  from  Armagh  on  -Saturday  evening,  on 
horseback,  all  armed,  and  arrived  in  Belfast  on  Sunday  morning  at 
ten  o'clock        .        .         .        >        .          .         .         .     -  ;  .     *  ](& 
(f)Tandragee— Samuel  Blacker,  Esq.  captain  (in  whose  absence, 
being  in  Dublin,)  Rev.  George  Cherry,  lieutenant,  commandant*;    - 
marched  on  Saturday  morning,  and  arrived  at  Belfast  on  Sunday 
morning,  led  all  the  way  by  Mr  Cherry,  on  loot,  after  a  march  of 
twenty-five  miles        .        .         .        .        .        .        ,        .       .101 

Total,  Couxty  or  Aaiuaa  662 

(Total  of  the  three  Counties,  5U52.J 

1766,  February  5.— Address  of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast*  ! 

to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  on  the  Bill  for  prohibiting  the  expbr-  ~ 

tation  of  Corn :  .  .  • 

«•  TokU  Excelhnc^PmncitStymour^Eadof  Hertford,  Lord  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland. 

W  E  the  Merchants  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Belfast  im 
the  County  of  Antrim,  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  your  Excellency, 
with  a  tender  of  our  .grateful  and  unfeigned  thanks,  for  your  great  readi- 
ness in  promoting  and  expediting  every  public  measure  for  the  benefit  and 
advantage  of  this  kingdom    and  in    artisular  for  dispatching  the  biH  to 
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prohibit  the  exportation  of  Corn  for  a* limited  timet  so  wall  calculated  to 
reUere  bur  apprehenatona  of  scarcity :  And  well  knowing  from  tbit  in- 
stance, among  many  others,  your  tender  concern  to  relieve  the  distress- 
es of  the  poor 5  we  beg  leave  just  to  mention  to  your  Excellency,  that  if 
the  duty  payable  on  Wheat  and  Flour  imported  into  this  kingdom  wa* 
taken  off,  at  this  time  of  dearth,  and  when  quantities  are  daily  expected 
to  arrive  from  America,  these  commodities  could  be  afforded  so  much  the 
cheaper  to  the  poor  consumers. 

Your  Excellency's  great  goodness  in  these    particulars,  must  render 
your  name  and  adminstration  ever  dear  to  this  country." 

*  * 

ma—"  TO  TBS  COMMITTEE  for  conducting  the  FE&E.PXESS, 
.    IN  DUBLIN. 

Belfast,  April  20. 

▼WEDNESDAY  las|  being  the  day    when  Ministerial  op- 
.    pression  was  to  find  itself,  in  some  measure,   coatrouled  and 
limited  l>y  law,  in  the  case  of  John  Wilkes,  'Esq.  Member 
for  Middlesex,  many  Assemblies  of  Gentlemen  were  held  in 
this  Town  and  Neighbourhood  on  the  Occasion.   • 
At  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting,  at  the  Donegall  Arms, 
v         .the  following  Toasts  were  drank : 
The  King  and  the  People. — The  Queen  and  Royal  Family* 
Long  Life  and  increasing  vigour  to-  the  Constitution  ;  speedy  . 
Reformation  or  Destruction  to  those  who  would  injure  it- 
Wisdom  8«4j7ustice  to  our  Rulers;  Freedom  and  Prosperity, 
to  the  whole  JftriUsh  Empire*— The  Petitioners  of  England.—^ 
The  Remonstrants  ofr  England.— More  Remonstrances  and 
less  ndfed  of  them— The  Minority  of  the  British  Parliament. 
The  Majority  of  the  Irish  house  of  Commons.  Quick  Dissolution 
te  the  British,  a  speedy  dissolution  to  the  Irish  Parliament  The 
Protesting  Lords.  The  Freeholders  of  Middlesex.  The  Lord 
Mayor,  Sherife,and  livery  of  London.  A  speedy  and  total,  change  of 
mbistryandmeasares.  Maytneaiinister,whosotamelyandinglo-. 
riously  suffered  the  gallant  Corsicans  to  be  enslaved^  never 
again  be  trusted  by  the,  yet,  free  People  of  England.— The  1 5th 
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of  June  1S15— The  Bill  of  Rights  and  its  Supporters.— The 
glorious  and  immortal  Memory  of  King  Wifliam^— The  Re- 
volution of  1686,  and  may  we  never  need  another.— The  t  1st 
iof  August  1714.— The  16th  of  April  1796  and  the  Memory 
of  the  Duke  of  Caciberland.-^The  Memory  of  Old  Steady.  * 
The  .Memory  of  King  George  the  Second*— The  Wooden. 
Walls  of  England.— Increase  of  Spirit,  of  Liberty;  and  Im- 
portance to  the  People  of  Ireland, — The  16th  of  February 
1768.— The  American  Colonies,  and  may  the  Descendants  of 
those  who  fled  from  Tyranny  in  one  Country,  never  be  forced 
to  submit  to  its  galling  Yoke  in  another.-— The  Memory  of 
John  Hampden; — The  Memory  of  Algernon  Sidney*— The 
Memory  of  Lord  RuBseH  and  the  Exclusioners.— The  Memory 
of  the  Middlesex  Jury,  who  presented  the  Duke  of  York  as  ft 
Papist,  when  Jiis  Brother  sat  on  the  Throne.— May  the  30th 
of  January,  1649,  *  be  held  In  perpetual  Remembrance.— A 
more  equal  Representation  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.—- Short  Parliaments  without  Placemen  or  Pensioners, 
Disgrace  and  Punishment  to  those  who  advised  the  Dismissal 
of  the  first  and  greatest  Ornament  of  the  Law,  for  his  inflexi- 
ble Integrity.— Jtmius.— May  every  Minister,  who  despises 
the  honest  Voice,  and  neglects  the  just  Complaints' of  the  Peo- 
jie,  be  warned  by  the  Example,  or  meet  the  fate,  of  Lord 
Strafford*— May  the  sacred  elective  Rights  of  the  People  ever 
be  preserved,  and  no  Attempt  to  violate  them  escape  with  Im« 
piMwty.r~As  Britain  hath  ever  disdained  to  submit  to  the  Ty« 
isnny  of  one,  may  she  successfully  resist  the  still  more  odious 
tyranny  of  Many— May  the  persecuted  Prisoner  t  soon  eat* 
change  tip  King's  for  the  People  a  Beach^Health  and  Hok 
nour  to  the;  Man,  whose  Firmness  hath  stood  the  Shade  fef 

•  Su  pt  S7  of  thtn  Cdlwtim.  t  John  Wilk«* 
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Power*  «nd  ^rumpled  general  warrants  under  Foot. — May  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Army  imitate  the  truly,  noble  Commander 
in  Chief;  and  ever  remember  that  the  only  constitutional 
Meaning  of  the  Good  of  the  Service*  must  be  the  Good  of 
the  Community*— May  Oppression  never  be  carried  so  far,  as 
to  Make  it  necessary  for  the  People  to  resume  the  Powers  do* 
"  legated  |o  the  Magistrate  for  their  Good ;  but  if  it  should,  may. 
their  Efforts  for  the  Restoration  of  Liberty,  prove,  irresistible/ 
All  these  who  would  rather  die  m  Jack-boots,  than  live  i» 
wooden  shoes.— Health  and  Joy  to  ail  who  axe  celebrating  this 
day— Lord  Donegall  and  the  Town  of  BeUast. 
,  This  very  Loyal  Town,  gave  Birth  to  the  Right  Honoura- 
ble Sir  George  Macartney,  Knight  of  the  illustrious  Order  of 
the  White  Eagle  of  Poland,  principal  Secretary  to  his  Excel- 
lmey  th6  Lord  Townshend,  our  most  Gracious  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, and  Son-in-law  to  the  Right  Honourable  and  renowned 
John  Earl  of  Bute,  late  private  Preceptor  to  his  Majesty/'  • 
.  I77L— Belfast  became,  this  year,  tie  scene  of  an  exfcraor- 
dinary  riot,  the  immediate  cause  of  which*  prbdtieed  in  the, 
end,,  effects  extremely  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  North' 
of  Ireland*:  ^An  Estate  in  the  County  of  Antrim  a/ part  of  tbfr 
Taet  possessions  of  the  Mavquis  of  Donegal^  (ari  absentee)  wa*. 
proposed  when  its  leases  had  expired,  to  be  let  only  to  those 
who  could  pay  large  fines  ;  and  the  agent  of  the  Marquis  wa* 
said  to  have,  exacted  extravagant  fee*  oa  his  own  account  alee. 
Numbers  of  the  farmer  tenants,  neither  able  to  pay  the  fines* 
nee  the  rents,  demanded  by  these  who,  on  payment  of  lues* 
and  fees,  took  leases  over  them,  were  dispossessed  of  their  to- 
nemaafia,  and  left  without  means  of  subsistence-    Rendered* 

thus  desperate,  they  maimed  the  cattle  of  those  who  had  taken 

■\  ' 

•  Sw/Y^man't  Jwrnnl,  Dublin,  IT 70. 
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the  lands,  committed  other  outrages,  and  to  express  a  firmness 
of  resolution,  styled  themselves  Hearts  of  Steel;  One  of  their 
number,  charged  with  felony,  was  apprehended  and  confined 
in  Belfast,  in  order  to  be  transmitted  to  the  County  goal- 
Provided  with  offensive  weapons,  several  thousands  of  pea-' 
sants  proceeded  to  the  town  to  rescue  the  prisoner,  who  was 
removed  to  the  barrack,  and  placed  under  a  guard  of  Soldiers. 
Shortly  after  the  Steel  boys  ai rived,  and  pressed  forward  to* 
the  barrack,  and  several  shots  were  actually  exchanged  be*, 
tween  them  and  the  Soldiers;  .  The  consequence  in  all  proba- 
bility, would  have  been  fatal  to  many  on  both  sides,  and  to ' 
the  town ;  had  not  a  physician  of  highly  respectable  character, 
and  leading  influence  interposed,  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  and 
prevailed  with  those  concerned  to  set  the  prisoner  at  liberty.— 
Being  delivered  up  to  his  associates,  they  marched  off  in  -tri- 
umph. One  house  only  experienced  the  effects  of  their  resent- 
ment ;  the  effects  of  this  insurrection  which  extended  into  the 
neighbouring  counties  proved  highly  prejudicial  to  the  countyL 
So  great  and  wide  was  the  discontent  that  many  thousands  of 

,  protectants  emigrated  from  those  parts  of  Ulster  to  America, 
where  they  soon  appeared  in  arms  against  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  contributed  powerfully,  by  their  zeal  and  valour,  ta 
the  separation  of  the  American  Colonies  from  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain.*  "—Further  particulars  relative  to  ihe  above. 
Monday  December  24,— -A  Number  of  people  entered  the 
town  of  Belfast,  to  demand  the  release  of  one  Dmoid  thuglasp 
who  had  been  apprehended  on  suspicion  of  maiming  seme  cat- 
tle, belonging  to  Mr  Thomas  Gregg,  which  being  refused,  they 
set  fire  to  Mr  Cunningham's  dwelling-bouse,  and  threatened 

x    to  do  the  same  to  that  of  Mr  Gfeggfs,  but  on  the  release  of 

•  See  Crawford**  Hist,  of  Inland,  Vol  Hi 
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tCe  person  they  desisted ;  one  man  was  killed  in  attempting  to 
force  into  the  barrack,  where  Douglas  was  confined.  It  is  said, 
these  people  have  been  made  desperate  by  being  dispossessed 
of  their  holdings,  where  they  and  their  families  had-Iong  resid- 
ed, many  of  whom  are  forced  to  betake  themselves  to  the  con- 
tinent  of  America,  where  in  a  few  years  (by  the  numbers  that 
V  leave  this  kingdom  from  like  circumstances,)  a  rival  may  arise, 
that  may  lower  the  value  of  those  very  possessions  they  art 
shriven  from."  * 

1771. — This  year  the  foundation  of  the  Poor-house  was  laid. 

1771-&  The  astonishing  extent  to  which  emigration  from 
the  province  of  Ulster  to  America,  was  now  carried,  may  be 
estimated  from  the  following  statement  published  in  the  Belfast 
News-Letter  in  1773.— 
"  The  Number  of  Ships,  and  their  Tonnage,  thai  sailed  with  Pas* 

sengersjrom  the  North  of  Ireland  for  North-America  in  the 

last  two  Years  ;  taken  Jrom  the  Advertisements  published  in 

im%  Paper,  viz. 

In"l772 


Ships              In  1771 

Tonnage 

Ships 

IS  from  Londonderry 

3,650 

9 

7          Belfiut        — , 

1,750 

10 

9          Newry        »m 

2,800 

5 

1         Pertnuh        — 

250 

1 

2         Larns        — 

450 

6 

32  8,9  0  SO  8,45a 


Total  in  1771    32  Ships    8,900  Tons. 
1772    30  8,450 


62  17,350 

N,  B.  It  may  be  supposed  on  a  moderate  computation  that 
the  Number  of  Passengers  were  equal  to  the  Tons. 

The  greatest  part  of  these  Emigrants  paid  their  Passage, 
which  at  31.  1  Os.  each,  amounted  to  6o,725L— most  of  them 

•  Gent.  «ju*  Lend.  Magatim  1771. 
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people  employed  in  the  Linen  ftfanufact*/e,  or  farmers,  and 
of  some  property,  which  they  turned  into  Money  and  carried 
with  them :  In  evidence  of  this,  it  was  computed  that  one 
Ship,  last  year,  had  no  less  than  4,0001.  in  Specie  on  Board. 
,  Their  removal  is  sensibly  felt  in  this  Country.  This  preva- 
lent humour  of  industrious  Protestants  withdrawing  from  this 
once  flourishing  corner  of  the  Kingdom,  seems  to  be  ihcreat* 
ing;  and  it  is  thought  the  Number  will  be  considerably  larger 
this  Year,  than  ever; 

The  North  of  Ireland  has  been  occasionally  used  to  Emi- 
gration, for  which,  the  American  Settlements  have  been  much 
beholden :  But,  till  now,  it  was  chiefly  the  very  meanest  of 
the  people  that  went  off,  mostly  in  the  station  of  indented  ser- 
vants, and'  such  as  had  become  obnoxious  to  their  mother  coun- 
try. In  short,  it  is  computed  from  many  concurrent  circum* 
stances,  that  die  North  of  Ireland  has  in  the  last  five  or  six 
years  been  drained  of  one-fourth  of  Its  trading  cash,  awl  the 
like  proportion  of  the  Manufacturing  people.  Where  tife  evil 
will  end,  remains  only  in  the  womb  of  time  to  determine." 

1773.— The  Nutnber  of  Ships  and  their  Tonnage,  that 
sailed  with  P^ssengers'from  the  ftorth  of  Irelaftdfor  Xmerta, 
in  the  year  1773,  taken  from  the  advertisements: 

Ships  "  Tonnage,  I 

13  from  pelfast  -        '      \  8,400 
8            Ndwry            -                -  2,660 

14  L,  Derry       -  -  4,060 
4            Larne            ■*    .            ?  1,300 


30,  11,300 


1774,  March\^A  petition  was  presented  to  the  Hotfse  of 
'Commons,  from  flie 'Town  of1  Belfast,  agairist  a  bill  for  remov* 
jng  the  Assizes  of  the  County  of  Antrim !  from  tfie'totta  of 
Carrickfergus  to  the1  WWn  of  Antrim. 
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April  15.— "On  Friday  last  sailed  from  this  port,  for  New* 
cattle  apd  Philadelphia,  the  Prosperity,  M'Culloch,  Master, 
with  upwards  of  470  full  Passengers,  supposed  to  be  equal  to 
JWO  eooje." 

May  7«— The  Church  of  this  town  (situated  in  the  old  church* 
yard  Hjgh^strjeet,  on  the  site  of  the  present  (Chapel  of  Ease,) 
.lias  throw*  down,  and  on  Mqnday  following  the  foundation  of 
a  new  one,  (in  Donegall-street,)  was  begun  to  be  sunk. 

August  K— 'Account  or  xsi  dinner  gu*n  by  T^E  INHA- 
BITANTS TO  JWBERT^TEWAJLT,    A1*D   JAJI^S   WILSON,   TH^. 
jTOMgll/A  ^BFBJlS^NTATrfE  (OF   THE   COUNTY     OF*  DOWN* 
(pOW  JKARWIB   OF  LONDONDERRY,)  THE    LATTER  OF   TJtfc 
COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM  :«— . 

"OnJJoncJay  last,  b$ng  the  first  <?f  August,  the  principal 

Jjjhafe^tapts  of  Belfast,  a*  well  those  of  the  Church  of  England 

ai  of  Jfyt  S^seoting  Interest,  entertained  at  dinner  Robert 

t  aqd  Janies  Willson  Esqra,  (Arthur  Johnston  and  Jo}m 

wood,  Esqrs.  )*ho  had  likewise  Ijeen  invited  being  pre* 

^^tedrfroni  amending  by  very  necessary  business,)  in  testis 

#Wjrf  v$}eir  high  and  grateful  sense  of  the  parliamentary 

conduct  of  those,  Gentlemen ;  and  in  particular  of  their  spirit* 

fidfleftnce  of  those  constitutional  and  inherent  rights  of  Pro- 
$$a#ts  of  every  denomination,  which  have  sustained  a  tern* 
>JWW  MP**!*  JV  ^  hte  iU-timed  and  inconsiderate  Act  for 

t^  Impairs  of  Churches  ;,— the  dinner  was  splendid,  and  the 
,5c^oa^y  numerous,  apt  fewer  than  an  hundred  ;— the  clay  was 
0|j>pn|{with  the  most  cordial  harmony,  and  with  that  cheerful* 

WiWd  festivity,  which  a  c<)n£dence  of  their  being  sooA  i* 
J^ve4  from  titus  unprovoked  grievance,  by  the  wisdom  and  jua- 

t^eof  the  legislature,  naturally  inspired.    After  dinner  the 
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Health  and  long  life  to  Mr  Stewart,  and  thanks  for  his  com- 
pany .—Health  and  long  life  to  Mr  Willson,  and  thanks' for  bis 
company.— -The  King,  Constitution,  and' real  friends  of  both. 
The  Queen,  Piince  of  Wales,  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Fa* 
mily.— Prosperity  to  Ireland.— -The  glorious  and  immortal  me- 
mpry  of  King  William.— The  revolution  of  1688,  and  may 
we  never  need  another.— The  glorious  1st  of  August,  and  may 
we  long  have  reason  to  jrejoice  on  that  day.— The  memory  of 
*tnat  wise  and  consistent  Protestant,  and  true  friend  to  a  liberal 
toleration,  King  George  the  First.— The  memory  of  King 
,  George  the  Secondhand  may  his  defendants,  through  a  long 
line,  be  commemorated  as  the  guardians  of  that  liberty  the  fa- 
mily was  called  in  to  support-— The  15th  of  June  1215,  and 
perpetuity  to  Magna  Charta«— The  Protestant  interest  all  the 
world  over.,— Perpetual  harmony  to  Protestants  of  all  denomi- 
nations ;  repentance  and  contrition  to  those  who  attempt  to 
break  it— May  those  who  are  equally  the  friends  of  the  consti- 
tution, equally  enjoy  the  benefits  of  it — Religion  without  Priest- 
craft.— Success  to  the  petitioning  clergy*— -May  no  law  ever 
pass  the  legislature  without  their  conscious  and  considerate  ac- 
quiescence.—Speedy  repeal  or  amendment  to  all  partial,  un- 
constitutional acts. — May  the  Dissenters  who  exerted  every 
nerve  in  support  of  the  Hanover  succession,  never  be  depress- 
ed by  the  arm  they  so  zealously  helped  to  raise.— May  the  Dis- 
senters who,  by  their  distinguished  share  in  bringing  about  the 
revolution,  so  nobly  forfeited  an  illegal  toleration  from  James 
the  Second,  never  find  their  legal  toleration  invaded  under  Geo. 
the  Third. — A  farther  progress  to  the  Reformation.— May  the 
rights  of  conscience  be  properly  respected,  that  no  man  may 
suffer  for  exerting  them.— The  cbuntenance  and  support  of  all 
nonest  men  to  thoie  who  sacrifice  emoluments  to  the  genuine 


im]  THE  HISTORY  OF  BELFAST.  11? 

msssmamssssmssssmim^  s^=aa 

dictates  of  conscience. — May  the  2000  ministers  who  embraced 
poverty,  rather  than  violate  their  conscience,  on  the  day  of  St 

Bartholomew  166?,  be  held  in  lasting  and  honourable  remem- 
brance.—The  memory  of  Mr  Locke.— The  memory  of  Bishop 
Hoadly^-The  memory  of  King  Alfred.— The  memory  of  Sir 
John  Elliots— The  memory  of  John  Hampden.  The  memory  of 
John  Pjpm.— The  memory  of  Algernon  Sydney.— The  memo- 
ry of  Lord  Basel  and  the  Exclusioners. — The  memory  of  An* 
drew  MarveL  A  speedy  revival  of  public  virtue  and  public  ' 
spirit— Few  placemen  in  parliament,  and  no  pensioners. — ,. 
The  1 6th  of  February  1768,  and  a  further  limitation  to  par- 
Saments^—A  good  memory  and  suitable  spirit  to  the  electors  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — The  liberty  of  the  press,  and  a 

v  speedy  repeal  to  the  Stamp- Act— May  no  reasonable  cause  be 
ever  given  to  increase  those  discontents,  which  have  already 
proved  so  ruinous  and  depopulating  to  this  country. — Modera- 
tion to  landlords,  spirit  and  industry  to  tenants,— Lord  Cha- 
tf  am.— Sir  George  Saville.— Wisdom  and  firmness  to  the  Ame- 
rican Assemblies,  justice  and  moderation  to  the  legislature  of 
Britain,  that  their  disputes  may  be  happily  settled.— Disappoint- 
ment to  those  who  cry  out  against  tumults,  yet  would  avail . 
themselves  of  them  to  establish  their  very  worst  consequences, 
despotism.— May  the  tyranny  and  persecution  the  fathers  fled 
from  in  Europe,  never  fasten  on  the  sons  in  Ameriau— AH 
those  who  would  rather  die  in  jack-boots  than  live  in  Wooden 
ihoes.— Lord  and  Lady  Donegall.— Sir  Edward  Newenham,— 
Counsellor  Johnston.— John  Blackwood  Esq.— George  Mont- 
gomery, Esq.  of  Cavan. — County  of  Down. — County  of  An- 
triin.— Town  and  trade  of  Belfast. — May  his  Majesty^  know 
his  true  friends,  and  unmask  his  pretended  ones." 
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1775,  September.— America  had  now  begun  4o  stand  ibr* 
ward  in  defence  of  bar  injured  rights,  whtothaBeftsast  News* 
tester  advocated  witb  the  moat  undauatedaealandoGoaedttit 
For  this  inflexible  attachment  to  the  cause  of  JUbeity ,  m$ 
the  Newsletter  vilified  by  tfcose  who  srikmd  to  the  ofqwjtt 
principles,  as  appears  fromthe  folfowrog  paragraph. 
"  The  following  Rhymes,  copied  from  thelhtblt*  .tftFWp  qf 

the 36th  ult published  by  James  Ho6yt*vaeum  NSW8-Mg*a« 

bb,  are  presented  to  our  Readers  for  their  amftwinjsjat  jnpt  ' 

animadversion.        : 

On  the  accounts  published  in  the  Belfast  Journal,  relative  to  the 

present  state  of  America.  s 

*      The  puritan-Journal,  impress'd  at  Belfast, 
'Exhibits  fhe  printer's  onnplesjon  and  cast  x 
'Whasftipejrtfel  account*  af  each  p»>Uc  trjinstction 
Proclaim  kiln  the  infamous  tool  of  a  faction. 

From  worthy  old  Faulkner,  to  give  him  his  due, 
Koagfat  isaaes.i  *Ufr  what  is  anthsttfao  aad  Uses; 
•  Saeh  foreign  report  Mad  ^amesti*  relation 
ApproVd  and  admitted  on  good  information. 

But  •••,f  the  low  scribe  of  a  party  caske  fraatk 
With- »«al  for  their  brethren,  teyend  the  Atlantic, 
Discreetly  and.  piously  chases  to  tell 
No  tidings,  but  such  as  come  posting  from  Ult, 

Thence  famished;  with  news,  it  is  easy -to  guess, 
1  Whf  nothing  but  fastaheods  proceed  fl?m  Jii*  press  ; 
Of  which  he  is  sore  to  have  constant  supplies, 
Who  stfll  corresponds  with  the  VatAer  of  Ue*.n 
\ 

-ifcrveniber  A~-»Gb*sbai.  ..nsjavwNO^  of  4  the  ,  ti&fABiTAjgra, 

.UN9T«X&A99BKSS  TO  T&B.  *4NG  ON  ^*?BJf8jBNT  ST4TB 
OB  AFFAIRS,  ABB, WE  BJJPTORB  WITH,  ^HE  A*BKICAN  CO- 
LOUIES. 

"  In  consequence  of  an  application  from  many  respectable  ' 
inhabitants  of  this  town  to  George  Black!  Esq.  sovereign  of  the 

tJoy. 
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,  painted  handbtHs  wwi  distributed  yesterday,  da* 
■ring  a  general  meeting  of  the  prinopel  inhabitants  at  the ' 
toinrhoissfb  to  bonder  of  to  address  or  petition  to  his  Majes- 
ty ;  which  mm  accoiwftigky  M*  this  day  at  iwen,  Geoi^  Btes* 
£sq.  in  the  chair,  when  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that 
an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty  from  the  mere 
efantft,  trede*8,and  other  principal  kmabhants  of  the  tow*  of 
Belfast,  stating  their  grievances  and  apprehensions  resulting 
Asm  the  fj remit  unnatural  state  of  things ;  their  concern,  as 
members  of  the  British  empire,  for  its  present  disturbed  and 
endangered  state :  their  feelings,  as  men,  for  the  horrors  of  ci?il 
war  now  raging  in  America :  their  hopes  in  the  royal  mercy 
for  a  speedy  termination  of  these :  and  their  prayers  for  a 
restoration  of  the  old  congtkutumal  lysUm.  Which  being 
agreed  to  wKhout  a  dissenting  voice,  a  suitable  address  was 
produced,  and  signed  by  almost  every  person  present,  and  after 
each  as  were  toot  present  have  had  an  opportunity  of  signing 
it,  it  is  to  be  transmitted  to  his  Majesty. 

TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

Tie  kumiU  Addreee  and  Petition  of  tU  MercUnU,  Trader $,  and  other  ftin, 
c*f*l  Inhabitant*  of  tie  Town  o/Belfatt. 

,  Most  Gaicious  Soversiq*. 
a^fB.  y«ur  Majesty's  «o«  duti&d  and  loyal  Subjects,  the  WeBtfcaata, 
Trade**,  and  ether  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Belfast, 
isAfiore  ye**  Majesty  to  land  an  attentive  and  favourable  ear  to  these, 
ma  humble,  though  earnest  supplications. 

Universally  interested  in  the  fate  of  Trade,  we  eannot  but  lamest  the 
decay  of  it -already  occasioned  by  the  preeant  unnatural  Mate  of  things 
limited  and  restruned  as  the  commerce  of  this  country  Is  by  the  policy  of 
the  British  Legislature,  any  obstruction  in  .the  few  channels,  which  bar* 
been  left  open  to  your  industry,  must  be  sensibly,  felt,  and  cannot  by  any 
efforts  6f  Ours  he  compensated ;  the  injury  done  to  our  staple  manufac- 
ture, by  the  cessation  of  all  intercourse  with  America ;  the  danger  With 
which  Che  remains  of  it  are  threatened,  we  conceive  to  be  truly  grittous 
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and  alarming : in  the  next  considerable  branch  of  out  exports  we  are 

likewise  distressed,  by  the  operation  of  the  same  ruinous  cause  ;  and  to 
look  forward  to  the  probable  event  of  an,  unfruitful  year,  when  we*may 
be  deprived  of  'that  support^  which  this  country  hath  often  derived  from 
America,  611s  our  minds  with  the  mo*  gtbamy  apprehensions. 

But  we  must  feel  also  as  members  of  this  oncefiourUhing  empire,  for  its 
present  distracted  and  endangered  state,  we  saw  it  to  wards  the  close  of  your  il- 
lustrious grandfather's  reign,  andunder  the ausjrtciouft commencement  ofyour 
Majesty's,  raised  to  the  summit  of.  prosperity  and  of  glory  ;  united  with- 
in itself.  Its  magnitude  and  splendor  awed  the  world.  We  now  see  its 
lustre  obscured,  and  the  mighty  fabric  rent  to  its  foundations. 

And  we  must 'deeply  feel  as  men :  as  such,  .nothing  can  give  u*  greater 
anguish  of  soul,  than  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  now  raging  in  one  exten- 
sive part  of  your  Majesty's  dominions ;  but  we  wish  to  avert  our  eyes 
from  these,  and  raise  them  up  to  that  Royal  Benignity  and  Mercy  r  which 
w*  eannot  but  hope  will  yet  interpose  for  the  preservation  of  millions.; 
of  millions,  Who  have  been  threatened  with  destruction,  and  driven  to 
extremities  by  sanguinary  men,  for  the  mere  suspicion  of  political  er- 
ror; and  that  in  questions  so  involved  and  dubious,  that  many  of  the  x 
greatest  names,  many  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  who  here  ever  adorned 
these  lands,  together  with  large  important  communities  of  the  people, 
are  firm  in  their  opinion,  that  the  error  is  not  chargeable  on  them  ;  with 
sach  we  join  in  humbly  vand  fervently  imploring  your  .Majesty  to  sheath 
in  mercy  the  sword  of  civil  war;  that  a  foundation  may  be  laid  for  a 
speedy  and  happy  restoration  of  that  old  con*tiluti<mal  system,  under  which 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  united  in  affection  as  in  interest,  grew  in 
strength',  till  they  became  the  admiration  and  envy  of  other  nations* 

Remote  as  our  situation  is  f  inconsiderable  as  we  may  be  deemed,  we 
would  not  presume  to  approach  the  throne  with  these  our  fervent  prayers, 
did  not  our  old  and  acknowledged  attachment  to  the  free  British  Constitution, 
to  the  Protestant  Religion,  to  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  to  the  il- 
lustrious House  of  Hanover,  and  to  your  Majesty's  most  sacred  person 
and  dignity,  give  us  a  distinction  which  we  are  proud  of;  and  embolden 
us,  with  hearts  warmly  and  zealously  devoted  to  the  Constitution  and  to 
your  Majesty,  to  lay  ourselves  at  your  feet ;  praying,  that  you  may  be 
-protected  at  all  times,  and  in  all  things  directed,  by  that  Sovereign  of 
the  Universe,  by  whom  Kings  reign,  and  Princes  decree  justice^ 

November  9,  1^75.  v 
Thomas  Gregg  George  Ferguson  William  Brown 

Val.  Jones  James  Magee  Jesse  Taylor 

Wad.  Cunningham  Henry  Joy  John  Caldwell 

James  Kenley  James  Getty  Robert  Stevenm 
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Jaiam  Ferguson 
James  Crombie 
Henry  M«K?dy 
JohnBolsemmiB- 
Wflliam  Boyle 
William  Beatry 


I  Mite 
Waham  Irwine 

.Janies  Park 

«"•■«  -     »»  *  ■  - 
wiejami  i-mro 

Wffliam  Anderson 

Charlea  Bride 

Charlea  Mitchell 

John  M'llveen 

James  Moor 

John  Hamilton 

Alexander  Orr 

John  Gait  Smith 

Alex,  H.  Haliday 

Hercules  Heyhukl 

Thomas  Stewart 

Frauds  Hamilton 

John  Greg  . 

Jas.  Ferguson.  Jon. 

Charlea  Boberta 

John  Campbell 

AL  Ledgerwood 

Wm.  Gregg,  Jon* 

John  Templeton 

Bicharjl  Seeda 

Jamea  Barnett  •• 

Thomas  Fletcher 

Jamea  HamiU 

WaiiamM*Bride 

Jamea  Hughe* 

Valentine  Joyce 

Hugh  Mil  wane 

Jamea  Crawford 

Alex.  Stephenson 

David' Thoburn 

William  Wilffii 

4. 


John  Bryeon     • 
Bobert  Smith 
Jamea .  Matthewa 
John  Brown 
Bobert  Jameson 
Samuel  Brown 
Samuel  Ashmore 
Patrick  Gaw 
William  Burgess 
Bo.  Montgomery 
Edward  M*Cormick 
Stewart  Bemtty 


IaaaaMuler 

JohoHuasel 

John  Mitfbrd 

Matthew  Garnet 

William  Laird 

John  Smyth 

Thomas  Lyone 

Samuel  Brown 

William  Neill 
Henry  Ingram        • 

Thomas  Harper  . 
Hugh  Montgomery 
Samuel  Scott 
Thomas  Johnston 
WiBiam  Young 
Robert  Knox 
WiUiam  Eeclea 
William  Harrison 
Robert  Wilson 
Holmea  Ramsey 
John  Scott 
James  Graham* 
Thomas  Lyle 
Jamea  Templeton 
John  Carson 
Jamea  Stevenson 
Francis  Hamilton 
Jamea  Carson 
Robert  Smith 


Alexander  White 

John  Henderson 

WiBiam  Wilson 

William  Douglaa 

Peter  Dumay 

Joseph  M*Common 

WiUiam  Wilson 

Arab.  Martin 

John  Ewing 

John  Mattear 

Robert  Scott 

Thomas  Ross 

William  Seed  M.  D. 

Jamea  Suffern 

John  Montgomery 
.  WiUiam  BlackweU 

Thomas  M*Cabe 

John  Sykea 

Joseph  Wilson 

John  Vaght 
Andrew  Hyndmas* 
John  Stewart 
Andrew  Simma 
Gilbert  M'llveen 
Francis' Taggart. 
John  Kyle 
John  Young 
John  Barron 
David  M'Tfer 
John  May 
James  Dunn 
Robert  Scott 
Alexaader  Ross 
Stephen  Wilson 
William  Holmes 
James  Murray 
William  Miilford 
James  Brown 
John  Baabford 
David  Logan 
Samuel  Hyde 
Hugh  Miller 
Samuel  Robinson 
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Isaac  Ramadge 
Richard  Martland 
AndV  M*Clenaghen  ' 
John  Holmes,' Jan. 
Alexander  Brown 
Hugh  M«Master 
Andrew  Taylor 
William  PoJluck 
Thomas  Scott 
John  Wilson 
John  Spratt 
James  Eady 
Daniel  Blow 
Francis  Graham 
John  Marshall 
James  Cunningham 
George  Ferguson 
John  Bra&shaw 
William  Stevenson 
WUliam  Stewart 
John  Luke 
Hngb  Lyndon     • 
William  Lyons 
Robert  Simms 
Robert  Satt 
Robert^Hyndnian 
Robert  M'Cleery 
Gawn  M'Tter ' 
S.  Trail  Kennedy 
Robert  M*Dowell 
Ralph  TinsdcU 
Alexander  Jones  ' 
Joseph  Stevenson 
Robert  Thomson 
Thomas  Sinclair 


Bavid  Mansos 
David  Tomb 
Jamee  Patrick 
Thomas  Jameson 
James  M4Ilwrath 
Alex.  Montgomery 
Jamet  Wilson 
William  Crawford 
Hugh  Henderson 
James  Bryson 
James  Boyle 
John  Forcade 
Matthew  Donaldson 
Thomas  Grahams 
Henry  Parkinson 
'  John  Stewart 
James  Dunn 
Thomas  Fit*patrkk 
James  Baggs 
William.  Thompson 
Samuel  Stewart 
Richard 'Armstrong 
Jasper  Ourry . 
George  M'Quoy 
John  Gregg 
John  Carlfle 
Hercules  MTJomb 
(George  Mitchell 
John  Kennedy.' 
James  Corry 
William  Beggs 
WUliam  Wills 
Robert  Douglass, 
William  Hlldltch 


John  Mage*      .  . 
John  Liriston 
David  Park 
George  Wells 
Nathaniel  Graham 
Thomas  Hamilton 
Robert  Wallace 
William  Watson 
Andrew  Hannah 
Hugh  Hathom 
Thomas  M«Cadain 
Robert  Din&moro 
David  binsmorsV 
John  Mitchell 
John  Getty 
Samuel  Birr 

i    Robert  M'Crea 
Archibald*  Scott 
John  M*Kelvey 
Robert  Afoor 
James  Mickey 
James' Murphy 
$fc1^att  M'Clure 
William  Byrtt  ' 

Thomas  Milleken 
Robert  Gordon 
Upton  Scott 
$rvce  Smith 
William  M'Uwrath 
James  Montgomery 
John  Harper 
William  Craughton 

n    Samuel  Robinson 
Samuel  Eddey 


ELECTION  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM. 

Tbe  canvas  for  a  general  election  had  bow  commenced,  and 
the  Count j  of  Antrim  (in  fthich  alone  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast 
enjoy  their  rights,  as  electors)  was  summoned  to  delegate  re- 
presentatives to  tbe  new  parliament.    The  candidates  were 
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Jatnet  Willson,  H.  Seymour  Conway,  John  O'Neill,  Hugh 
SMBogton,  and  Marriot  Dalway.  The  addresses  of  Mr 
Willson  are  here  published  entire,  and  the  particular  attention 
o£  the  public  is  solicited  to  his  sentiments,  as  they  contain 
several  most  admirable  suggestions  for  the  restoration  and 
preservation  of  the  purity  and  independency  of  Elections.    % 

TO  TRK 
INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM, 

"  From  a  perfect  assurance  of  your  readiness  to  adopt  any  measure 
which  may  tend  to  preserve  those  tights  and  privileges  which  were  pur* 
chased  by  the  blood  of  your  ancestors  ;  but  from  the  corruption  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  credulity  of  electors,  have  been  so  dangerously  encroached 
on,  as  to  convince  every  discerning  man,  that  without  the  intervention. 
of  some  vigorous  effort,  the  ruin  of  this  once  happy  kingdom  must  be 
inevitable ;  I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  myself  a  candidate  for  the  honour, 
of  representing  your  County  in  the  next  Parliament*  And  although  my 
conduct  in  Parliament  has,  I  hope,  been  such  as  to  give  me  some  claim 
to  your  confidence  ;  yet,  as  we  find  from  daily  experience,  that  even  the/ 
xpost  extensive  affluence  is  not  sufficient  to  countervail  the  infatuating 
power  of  ministerial  tcduction,  and  that  those  to  whom  fortune  has  beei* 
noost  liberal  in  the  dispensation  of  hex  favours,  are  often  the  very  first  to\ 
trample  on  the  rights  of  the  subject:  In  order  to  remove  any  possible 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  and  disinterestedness  of  my  views,  and  the  real 
independence  Of  my  principles,  I  beg  leave  to  propose  the  following  Test 
to  your  consideration*  which  I  shall  take  on  the  day.  of  election  before. 
the  assembled  County,  with  the  Holy  Evangelist  in  my  hancL— -A  Test 
which  can  only  be  the  result  of  a  zealous  anxiety  for  the  interest  Of  my 
country,  and  the  fullest  conviction  that  without  a  firm  and  virtuous  exer- 
tion of  the  democratic  part  of  our  constitution,  the  electors  of  this  kingdom 
will  become  the  instruments  of  their  own  perdition,  and  representatives 
the  slaves  or  minions  of  arbitrary  power. 

"  I  do  solemnly  declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  if  I 
shall  be  to  fortunate  as  to  represent  the  County  of  Antrim  in  the  ensuing 
Parliament,  /  wiU  not  accept  of  any  place,  petition*  title,  or  emolument  under 
government,  for  myself  or  any  other  person  ;  either  by  transference,  re* 
version,  or  any  other  species  of  equivocal  collusion,  not  only  during  the 
existence  of  the  Parliament  in  which  I  now  seek  to  represent  you,  but  an 
long  ea  I  shall  have  the  honour  to  be  continued  a  representative  of  the 
County*" 
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And  with  a  design  as  far  as  it  is  in  my  power  to  restore  the  influence 
of  the  people  to  its  original  consequence  and  weight  in  the  scale  of  legs** 
lation,  and  to  give  it  that  vigour  to  which  it  is  entitled  upon  the  principle* 
of  nature  and  our  constitution,  I  submit  to  your  judgment  a  short  and 
easy  method  of  collecting  the  tease  of  the  whole  County  in  owe  day.  It  it 
this :— rA»  soon  as  I  shall  know  of  an  intention  to  enact  any  new  law,  or 
to  repeal  or  amend  an  old  one,  I  shall,  without  loss  of  time,  give  public 
notice  thereof  to  my  constituents,  by  an  advertisement  in  the  Belfast 
News-Letter.  Then  let  the  ministers,  or  any  other  person  in  the  several 
Protestant  congregations  in  the  County,:  on  the  Sunday  following  inform 
the  congregations  by  advertisement  or  otherwise,  of  the  design  of.  the 
legislature,  and  desire  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  on  the  first  convenient 
day  to  give  their  opinion  of  the  intended  measure,  which,  when  trans- 
mitted to  me  by  post,  shall  regulate  my  parliamentary  conduct.  Thus  I 
•hall  be  fully  informed  of  the  real  sense  of  the  whole  county ;  and  if  there 
should  be  any  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  (which  can  never  probably 
happen  on  any  point  of  constitutional  importance)  I  shall  endeavour  to 
act  the  part  of  a  conscientious  umpire,  according  to  the  best  of  my  abilities. 
If  this  mode  should  meet  with  your  approbation,  and  I  have  success  on 
my  election,  I  do  solemnly  promise  it  shall  be  most  faithfully  observed 
on  my  part.  Should  I  be  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  derive  success  from 
this  application  for  the  high  trust  and  honour  which  I  solicit,  I  shall  yet 
he  ablet  to  support  my  disappointment  with  the  conscious  satisfaction  that 
I  have  sought  your  favour  and  protection  from  the  purest  motives  of 
public  virtue ;  and  that  I  have  set  before  you,  and  the  kingdom  at  large, 
the  plainest  and  most  effectual  method  of  making  the  people  judge*  of 
their  own  happiness,  and  of  giving  them  a  proper  power  in  the  framing  of 
those  laws  by  which  they  are  to  be  governed.  The  baseness  of  parliamentary 
measures  is  often  justly  ascribed  to  the  venality  of  electors,  who  art  either 
too  timid,  or  too  sordid  to  return  members  who  will  represent  the  sense 
of  the  nation.  This  is  the  trying  crisis  of  your  virtue.  /  have  put  it  out 
of  my  power  to  misrepresent  or  deceive  you.  You  have  the  power,  and  I 
hope  and  am  confident  will  have  the  resolution  to  enable  me  to  render  you 
and  the  whole  kingdom  the  most  essential  services  within  the  reach  of 
a  man  who  wishes  only  to  obtain  support  from  the  honesty  of  his  intention » 
and  the  approbation  of  a  free  people  4  which  that  you  may  ever  be,  is 
the  sincere  wish  of 

, "  Your  obedient  Servant, 

«  JAMES  W1LLSOK." 
GMgorm,  QictmkcrU.  1775. 
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TO  THE 
INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM. 

Gektlemex,— From  the  most  determined  resolution  to  be  uniformly 
consistent  in  the  principles  on  which  I  ground  my  expectations  of  yens 
support' on  the  general  election,  I  am  induced  to  offer  as  an  apology  for 

-  omitting  the  usual  personal  application  as  a  candidate  for  your  votes  and 
interest,  the  sentiments  which  alone  prevent  me  from  adopting  every 
honest  mode  which  has  at.  any  time  been  pursued,  to  solicit  the  counte- 
nance and  protection  of  a  free  people.  The  very  spirit  and,  basis  of  our 
constitution  is,  that  representatives  should  be  chosen  by  the  unbiassed 
9*f  rages  of  the  community.  In  strictness,  theiefore,  instead  of  any  sort 
of  address  to  electors,  the  invitation  should  come  from  them.  But  as  the 
decay  of  our  constitution,  and  the  relaxation  of  those  privileges  which  can 
only  eosure  our  security,  have  gradually  taken  place,  and  variety  jol . 
interests  and  opinions  have  sometimes  prevented  that  unanimity  which 
might  be  wished  among  constituents,  it  has  been  found  necessary  for 
gentlemen  to  offer  themselves  to  the  consideration  of  the  public  aa  candi- 
dates for  the  trust  of  representation ;  so  for  I  have  presumed  to  go,  from 
no  other  claim  than  attachment  to  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom  9  and  if 
with  any  other  view  than  your  service,  and  support  of  your  constitutional 
inheritance  as  free  subjects,  may  1  become  the  object  of  your  contempt 
and  detestation,  as  much  as  I  wish  to  be  a  guardian  of  your  rights  to  the  . 
best  of  my  abilities.  As  to  the  confidence  of  some  people  in  the  priority 
of  solicitation,  I  must  declare  it  is  so  far  dissonant  to  my  own  feelings, 
and  repugnant  to  the  system  of  our  government,  that  I  cannot  insult  the 
people  I  am  so  ambitious  to  represent  so  for  as  to  suppose,  that  ^however 
they  might  express  their  approbation,  they  would  positively' engage  both 
their  votes  before  they  know  mho  were  to  be  candidates  ;  for  at  the  very  day 
of  the  poll,  a  person  may  appear  more  worthy  than  any  who  have  already 
offered.  It  has,  to  the  disgrace  of  mankind  been  .said,  that  landlordr 
have  in  some  places  threatened  their  tenantry  with  severity  in  case  of 

-  opposition  to  their  will  on  elections.  For  the  sake  of  human  nature  I  wish 
not  to  credit  the  insinuation.  However,  the  law  now  in  being  for  regulat- 
ing elections  is  such,  that  policy  will  prevent  such  practices  for  the  future; 
was  it  not  so,  what  would  be  the  purpose  of  an  election,  if  the  votes  of 
five  thousand  were  to  be  disposed  of  by  an/  number  of  gentlemen  of  large 
property,  however 'respectable  ?  As  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  property 
In  the  County  of  Antrim,  my  knowledge.of  the  generosity  of  their  minaV 
and  their  regard  to  every  principle  of  honour  and  justice,  convinces  me 
that  however  they  may  recommend  a  candidate  for  one  voice,  they  will 
be  as  incapable  of  using  any  undue  influence  as  landlords,  as  I  am  of 
tampering  with  their  tenantry,  as  «  candidate.    Permit  me,  then,  once 
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more  to  assure  you,  that  I  stand,  single  an^  unconnected,  a  candidate 
for  this  county.  And,  in  justice  to  myself,  to  convince  you  that  I  prefer 
the  prospect  I  have  of  representing  a  free  people  to  any  other  object,  I 
have  entirely  rejected  a  seat  in  parliament  for  a  borough  in  another 
county,  which  was  offered  to  me  by  a  gentleman,  who,  for  certain  reasons, 
was  obliged  to  have  my  definitive  answer,  which  was,  that  no  interest  or 
emolument  would  ever  prevail  on  me  to  give  up  the  election  for  this 
County,  while  there  is  a  man  to  give  me  a,  vote  who  is  a  friend  to  consti- 
tutional freedom  and  independence.  I  therefore  hope  that  the  Electors! 
of  this  County  will  consider  of  the  proposal  which  I  hav  e  made,  and  that 
If  any  doubt  with,  regard  to  my  principles,  intentions,  or  any  matter  X 
have  set  forth,  should  arise  in  the  mind  of  any  elector  or  inhabitant  of 
this  county,  1  will  personally  wait  upon  them  if  they  will  be  so  friendly 
as  to  give  me  an  opportunity,  by  letter,  of  satisfying  him  with  respect  to 
any  point.  I  therefore  entreat  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  freeholders  of 
the  County  of  Antrim,  to  impute  the  method  I  take  of  requesting  their 
favour,  to  the  high  opinion  I  conceive  of  their  candour  and  integrity,  and 
not  to  any  want  of  the  most  perfect  respect  with  which  1  am,  and 
ever  shall  be,  their  devoted  humble  servant, 

"JAMES  WILLSON." 

i 

Mr  WiLLSorfs  Resignation  of  his  military  commission  in  the 
King's  service,  as  being  inconsistent  with  the  character  of 
an  Independent  Representative  oft  the  People. 

TO  THE  PRINTERS  OP  THEJ  BELFAST  NEWS-LETTER. 

*  Sms.— By  giving  a  place  in  your  paper  to  the  copies  of 
a  Letter  and  Memorial,  which  were  transmitted  by  me  on  the 
17th  of  this  month  to  Lord  George  Germaine  (Secretary  of 
State,)  you'll  oblige  your  obedient  servant, 

_     t  JAMES  WILSON. 

March  80,  1776. 

My  Lord, 
It  is  not  without  concern  that  I  find  my  self  obliged  to  ad* 
dress  your  Lordship  on  this  occasion,  as  one  of  his  Majesty's    ' 
Secretaries  of  State.    J  uu»t  your  Lordship  will  not  require  , 
any  apology  for  the  requisition  of  that  fevomy  which,  in  your 
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official  chai-acter,  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to  comply  with. 
Presuming,  therefore,  that  you  are  the  person  by  whose  means 
my  sentiments  may  be  most  regularly  conveyed  to  his  Majesty, 
I  beg  leave  to  entreat  that  your  Lordship  may  lay  before  his 
Majesty  the  enclosed  memorial. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Lordship's  moft  obedient 

Humble  Servant,  • 

Gittgorm,  March  17, 1776-  JAMES  WILLSON. 

TO  TUB  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY, 

The  humble  Memorial  of  James  Willson, 

SlIEWEtH, 

«  That  Memorialist  has  served  your  Majesty  for  upwards  of 
fifteen  years  as  a  Captain  in  your  Majesty's  marine  forces, 
during  which  time  Memorialist  discharged  his  duty  with  fidelity, 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power ;  and  that  Memorialist  has  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  during 
the  present  parliament,  in  which  capacity,  as  a  servant  of  the 
people,  his  conduct  has  been  uniformly  directed  by  the  best  of 
his  understanding  to  promote  the  interests  of  this  kingdom,  , 
humbly  conceiving  the  well-being  of  this  island  essentially  con- 
ducive to  the  honour  and  support  of  your  Majesty's  govern- 
ment That  Memorialist  is,  by  every  binding  influence  <fi 
allegiance  and  inviolable  inclination,  ready  to  risk  his  life  anjl 
property,  if  required,  to  maintain  those  inestimable  principles, 
by  which  your  Majesty's  family  obtained  the  sovereignty  of  ' 
these  realms ;  but  it  is  with  the  most  poignant  concern  that 
Memorialist  finds  himself  compelled,  by  the  pernicious  measures 
of  jour  Majesty's  ministers,  and  the  indelible  dictates  of  nature, 
to  implore  your  Majesty  to  withdraw  him  from  the  rank  and 
faqpour  he  enjoys  under  your  Majesty,  as  Captain  on  half-pay; 


ItS  THE  HISTORY  OF  BELFAST.  [17T6 

Memorialist  thinking  it  inconsistent  with  fidelity  to  your 
Majesty  as  a  subject,  or  the  people  as  a  representative,  to 
receive  wages  which  render  him  liable  to  the  command  of 
ministers,  the  perpetration  of  whose  designs,  death  would  now 
be  as  much  preferable  to  it,  as  it  ever  has  been  in  the  mind  of 
Memorialist  to  hesitate  in  the  "support  of  your  Majesty's  real 
glory  and  happiness.  Memorialist  therefore  humbly  entreats 
^rour.  Majesty,  in  your  royal  clemency,  graciously  to  take  this 
his  dutiful  memorial  into  consideration,  and  as  the  only  reward 
for  his  service,  that  Memorialist  may  be  emancipated  from  the 
distressing  apprehen$ioB,;which  the  present  military  preparations 
against  America  suggest,  of  being  obliged  to  disobey  the  com-  < 
mands  of  his  Sovereign,  or  adopt  ike  horrid  alternative  of  stifling 
every  impulse  of  humanity ,  and  rushing  into  the  blood  of  his 
kindred Jelfotv-subjects and  countrymen*' 

May  1776**— More  than  six  months  had  now  elapsed  since 
the  commencement  of  the  canvass,  and  it  was  not  till  May  1776. 
that  preparations  began  to  be  made  for  the  election.  The  fol- 
lowing particulars  relative  to  that  great  event,  for  the  genuine 
sprit  of  independence  the/  exhibit,  and  as  holding  out  to  us  an 
admirable  model  for  "the  future  management  of  elections,  merit 
our  closest  attention. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  of  Belfast,  on  Monday  the 

6th  of  May, 

F.  Hamilton,  Esq.  in  the  Chair; 
Delegates  were  appointed  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Dele- 
gates from  the  several  parishes  of  the  barony  of  Belfast,  at  the 
Donegall  Arms  on  Friday  the  10th  inst." 

"  At  a  meeting  of  Delegates  from  several  parishes  in  the 
barony  of  Belfast,  at  Belfast,  the  10th  of  May,  1776.—— 

•  John  M'Cance,  in  the  Chair, 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to:—* 
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ld$.  B4SQlv*dr-Th*t  a*  the  stability  of  the  epiiatitution  d*n 
penda  on  the  free fcm  of  Election,  we  are  unanimously  deter* 
ipined  to  support,  tfa*  free*"**  jn  opposition  to  every  influence 
that  m v  tend  tft  weaken  or  destroy  it ;  wither  Jt  proofed* 
firom  the  inct eating  famr  of  the  crotyn,  or  the  woc*^'^'^ 
spfrj^renee  gf jpeer*  This  wo  apprehend  to  be  incumbent  on 
Vt,  as  our  duty  to  God,  to  our  Winery,  tp  ourselves,  994  tfc 

84  &*|oAi*<^^  Jam**  Willeoji,  ^ 

m  the  candidate  who  both  offered  himself  to  thfe  county  e*| 
constitutional  grounds,  conducted  himself  by  constitutional 
prippBje*  and  offend  tfitHfirtw/  atww?**  m  to  Ms  folpre 
conduct  in  parliament;  i*hjob  have  eyejry  pesajhJo  degree-  o* 
credit  a^datatyfcty  «>en  tp  thej)  by  ouj  experience  of bjs  put 
ejeaduikao  the,  steady  ^  - 

34f  9#ohe4,*rTh*  *e>  angiof*  fte  resohuions  of  ft*  be* 
ronies  c*T  Toone,  Cikojwfjb  Antrim,  m$  Majsereero ;  and 
tltftt  W4  vffl  most  hear*%  concur  wfch  thejbin  wgffxA  flf  tim 

4th,  Jtafi^-rrThAt  M?  John  Hobntfc  Jun.  bo  uppouUt* 

trejuurer  of  tins  barely, 

JOHN  M'CANCIi.w 

'  #"AT*Mej^g/|beI>eiegate*ft^^ 
theConntyof  Antrim,  *tBal)y»ena,  the  lift  of  Mty+mmm 
TutKan  Ifanpso  Jo***  Esq,  in  the  Chair. 
Resolved,  That  o  cowoittee  be  appointed  to  ait  at  Cftnicfc* 
ferga*4uring  th*  ejection,  to  conduct  the  business,  and  to  jMy 
#*  txprnce*  qf  it,  for  which  purpose  they  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  call  on  tbe  treasurer  lor  whet  sums  they  **J  «*ot; 
•nd  the  said  enmmjtte  o  was  appointed* 

Resolved,  That  Mr  John  Holmes,  Jua.  be  appointed  gene* 
ral  treasurer  for  the  county,  and  that  the  treasurers  for  tbesf  * 
S  m 
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veral  baronies  shall  pay  to  the  general  treasurer,  as  soon  as 
possible^  the  several  sums  they  hate  received 

Resolved,  That  the  general  committee  do  meet  at  Antrim 
on- Wednesday  the  22d  inst.  at  11  o'Clock,  and  that  they  do 
then  .fix  the  time  and  place  of  their  subsequent  meeting. 

Resolved;  That  the  convenience  of  the  independent  electors 
depends  upon  the  regularity  of  our  proceedings,  and  that  it  i* 
of  importance  that  the  delegates  of  the  baronies  do  make  out 
lists  of  the  freeholders  of  their  severaf  parishes,  and  send  du- 
plicates of  them  to  the  committee  at  Antrim,  on  Wednesday 
next 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  shall,  before  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, prepare  a  Test  to  be  proposed  to  the  Candidates. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  love  of  liberty,  zeal  for  the  constitu* 
tion,  and  unbiassed  integrity  in  the  disposal  of  his  vote,  arc 
the  first  virtues  of  an  elector,  and  the  great  duties  which  he 
owes  to  his  country,  to  his  conscience,  and  to  posterity :  We 
therefore  think  ourselves  called  upon  to  take  this  public  method 
of  declaring  the  heartfelt  pleasure  we  derive  from  the  manly 
spirit  of  freedom  and  independence,  which  is  so  widely  dif- 
fused through  the  different  parts  of  this  county,  in  opposition 
to  the  frowns  or  favours  of  the  interested  and  great ;  and  Bona 
the  virtuous  attachment  to  our  venerable  Constitution,  whic£ 
such  numbers  of  all  ranks  discover  upon  this  trying  occasion-, 
notwithstanding  the  venality  and  corruption  which  too  clearly 
characterize  the  present  age.  .  These  are  circumstances  which 
must  give  delight  to  every  friend  of  Irish  liberty,  which  will 
reflect  the  highest  honour  upon  this  long  enslaved  country  ; 
arid  which  in  the  mean  time  give  us  the  most  confident,  assii-* 
ranee,  that  this  glorious  struggle  shall  be  crowned  witk 
success. 
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Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  printed  in  the  Belfast 
News-Letter. 

,   THOMAS  MORRIS  JONES.'* 

/  \  Carrickfergus,  May  SO. 

"  ThefbUomng  Constitutional  Temt,  which  had  been  unani* 
mously  approved  by  numerous  bodies  of  independent  electors, 
was  this  morning  proposed  to  the  candidates  for  the  county, 
to  he  subscribed  by  them  before  the  people  :— 
*'  I,  A.  B.  do  most  solemnly  promise  and  declare,  that  if  I 
shall  have  the  honour  of  representing  this  county  in  the  ensuing 
parliament,  I  will  not  accept  any  place,  pension,  title,  or  emolu* 
ment  under  the  crown ;  for  myself  or  any  other  person,,  either 
by  transference,  reversion,  or  any  species  of  equivocal  collusion, 
sm'  long  as  I  sljall  sit  in  such  parliament.  '  - 

*  I  do  further  solemnly  promise,  and  engage  myself  to  my 
constituents,  that  1  will  endeavour  to  the  utmost  of  my  power 
to  promote  and  procure,  and*  having  procured  to  maintain  and 
continue,  acts  of  the  legislature  :— 

For  establishing  a  more  fair  and  equal  representation  of  the 
people  in  parliament 

For  vindicating  all  the  legal  rights  of  the  people ;  especially 
their  grand  privilege,  absolute  freedom  of  election: 

For  subjecting  each  candidate  for  a  seat  in  parliament  to  an 
+ath  against  his  having  used  bribery $  or  any  other  illegal  or  tm* 
eonsHtu tional  means  of  gaining  his. election. 

For  excluding  pensioners  from  sitting  in  the  House  of  Com* 
mens ;  and  for  reducing  the  number  of  placemen  there,  as  much 
*§is  consistent  with  the  public  service. 
•  Jr&r  explaining,  amending,  or  if  it  shall  be  found  necessary, 
repealing,  the  law  of  Henry  the  7th  commonly  called  Poyning's 
Lamf'm  order  to  restore  to  Ireland  her  rights  as  a  free  country. 
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For  securing  ^xQfW//*^  to  die  people  of  Ireland,  by 
means  of  an  adequate  Habeas  Corpus* 

I  do  further  promise,  and  kind  myself  to  my  constituent, 
by  every  assurance  that  a  man  of  honour  can  give  or  expect, 
that  I  shall  at  all  times,  and  on  all  occasions,  exactly  pursue 
such  instructions  <ts  they,  constitutionally  assembled,  think 
proper  to  give  me* 

We  are  authorised  to  inform  the  public,  that  Mr  Conway 
refused  to  subscribe  the  above  test ;  Mr.  Skeffington  also  refused 
it :  but  Mu  Wilson  and  Mr.  Dqlway  most  cheerfully  agreed  to 

Belfast,  June  18. 

«  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  conducting  the  inde* 
pendent  interest  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  it  was  unanimously 
resolved: 

That  Marriot  Dalway,  Esq.  deserves  the  niost  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments ftom  the  friends  of  freedom,  for  his  ready  con- 
currence with  their  wishes  in  embarking  it*  their  cause  as  a 
candidate  for  the  county  of  Antrim;  a  concurrence,  which  availed 
equally  to  confirm  the  independent  character  he  has  always 
sustained  and  to  aid  the  independent  interest,  which  he  has 
always  promoted  by  truly  respectable  conduct,  both  in  public 
and  private  life. 

Resolved  therefore,  That  this  Committee  do,  on  behalf  of 
themselves,  and  the  free  electors  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  return 
their  warm  and  sincere  thanks  to  Mr  Dalway ;  entertaining  a 
full  sense  of  his  noble  and  disinterested  principles,  in  under* 
taking  the  fatigue  and  anxiety  of  an  election  so  long  and  so  closely 
contested ;  happy,  however,  in  the  consciousness  that  to  aj*w 
like  his,  the  signal  success  of  the  cause  of  liberty  in  the  person 
of  her  constitutional  champion  James  Willson,  Esq,  mUft  m*re 
than  counterbalance  eyery  other  consideration. 
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Resolved,  That  these  Resolutions  be  published  ki  the  Newi* 
papers."  , 

««  At  a  very  numerous  and  respectable  meeting,  assembled  at 
Belfast,  'on  Tuesday  the  19th  inst.  to  celebrate  the  success 
of  the  independent  interest,  the  following  constitutional  toasts 
were  drank:— 

The  King.    The  fligh  Sheriff  of  the  county;    Our  new  eon* 

stitutional  representative,  James  Wiftson,  E$q.   His  worthy  and 

independent  colleague,  Marriot  Dal  way,  Esq.  Tfaeindependent 

electors  of  the  County  of  Antrim.     The  delegates,  who  con* 

ducted  the  independent  interest.     The  county  of  Antrim,  and 

may  it  always  have  constitutional  representatives.     Prosperity 

to  Ireland,  and  may  her  other  counties  imitate  our  example, 

and  partake  our  success*    May  the  electors  of  Ireland  never 

choose  those  to  represent  them  who  are  hired  to  betray  them. 

May  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  live,  and  may  we  never  be 

hatmted  by  the  ghost  of  it    Disgrace  arid  punishment  to  those 

who  would  *  build  their  greatness  on  their  country's  ruin  * 

May  the  King  lose  his  bad  servants,  and  the  people  get  good 

Ones.    May  the  spirit  of  the  people  increase  in  proportion  to 

their  danger.     More  tests  to  members  of  parliament,  and  less 

need  of  them.    A  House  of  Commons  to  Ireland,  chosen  by, 

not  imposed  upon  the  people.    May  the  distinctions  of  the 

Constitution  be  preserved,  and  disappointment  to  those  Lord* 

who  would  encroach  on  the  rights  of  the  people.    Equal  liberty 

to  all  parts  of  the  British  empire.    The  British  flag,  and  may 

it  never  fly  in  the  face  of  i,ts  maker.    The  glorious  memory; 

The  memory  of  Andrew  Marvel     The  memory  of  Algernon 

Sidney.    The  memory  of  John  Hampden.    The  memory  of 

liord  Russel  and  the  exclusioners.    The  Middlesex  Jury,  who 

..  presented  the  Duke  of  York  as  a  pdpfet,  and  ^formation  to 
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those  who  established  popery  in  Canada.     The'  l6th  of  Febru- 
ary, 176?.     The  1st  6f  July,  I69O.    The  15th  of  June,  1215.. 
The  18th  of  June,  1776;  and  may  it.be  to  the  county  of 
Antrim,  what  the  15th  was  to  the  British  empire,  its  complete 
enfranchisement.    May  the  honest  triumph  which  we  now  en- 
joy, excite  others  to  the  same  means  bf  obtaining  it    John 
O'Neill,  Esq.  and  freedom  of  election.     Hercules  Langford 
Rowley,  Esq.  and  freedom  of  election.     Mr  Dawson,  and  the 
independent  electors  of  Armagh.    Mr  Richardson,  and  the 
independent  electors  of  Deny.     Mr  Tennison,  and  the  inde- 
pendent electors  of  Monaghan.     Sir  Edward  Newenham,  and 
the  independent  electors  of  the  county  of  Dublin.  ,  The  free 
~  citizens  of  Dublin*    The  memory  of  Dr  Lucas.     Permanence 
and  security  to  "the  independent  spirit  and  the  constitutional    . 
rights  of  the  people.     Liberty  to  those  who  dare  contend  for 
it,  and  to  those  who  dare  not.    May  the  governors  of  count iee 
never  govern  the  elections  of  them.     The  County  of  Downy 
and  may  it  and  every  other  county  of  Ireland  rather  imitate  a 
good  example  than  continue  in  an  evil  habit.     A  speedy  and 
happy  reconciliation   between   Great.  Britain    and  America. 
Lord  Chatham ;  increase  of  health  to  him,  and  may  his  wisdom 
again  save  us.    Lord  Camden.     Sir  George  Saville.     General 
Conway.     The  protesting  Lords  of  the  present  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  the  late  parliament  of  Ireland.    May  we 
ever  have  hearts  to  love  the  constitution  and  hands  to  defend 
it/' 

BECEPTION  OF/  JAMES  WILLSON,  ▲.  RIAL  REPRESENTATIVE  OF 
.  THE  PEOPLE,  AT  BALLYMENA. 

"  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  BaUynuna,  June  22.' 
On  Thursday  the  20th  instant  Mr  Willson  dined  here  on 
his  return  from  being  elected  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  this 
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cototy.     His  entrance  into  this  town  was  truly  pleasing  and 
magnificent,  being  escorted  by  at  least  20,000  persons,  whose 
acclamations  and  countenances  bore  the  most  expressive  testi* 
mony  of  heartfelt  transport,  which  exceeded  any  thing  I  ever 
saw  or  heard  of  in  this  kingdom.     The  order  and  regularity . 
which  was  observed  in  the  arrangement  of  so  great  a  number, 
gave  additional  grandeur  to  their  appearance.     Ten  thousand 
men,  with  blue  cockades,  and  hearts  elated  by  the  restoration 
of  Liberty  to  the  county,  went  foremost  in  array  :  next  to  these, 
400  free-masons,  attired  in  their  jewels,  armed  with  carabines 
for  the  purpose  of  saluting,  and  preceded  by  a  large  band  of 
music,  and  colours  made  for  the  occasion, '  descriptive  .of  their 
different  lodges,  and  embroidered  with  various  emblematical 
figures;  to  these  succeeded  500  young  women,  habited  in  white, 
ornamented  with  blue  ribbons,  and  carrying  green  boughs  in 
their   hands ;  the  leader  of  those  patriot  virgins  bore  a  large 
garland  richry  decorated ;  and  the  animated  daughters  of  liberty 
closed iheir  fair  train  with  a  female  band  of  music,  who  with 
infinite  spirit  and  address,  played  "  Britons  strike  home,"  and 
Several  other  tunes   suited  to  the  joy  of  a  happy  multitude. 
Immediately  after  followed  Mr  Willson,  attended  by  the  Dele- 
gates from  the  several  baronies,  who  so  gloriously  conducted 
the  independent  interest,  and  will  be  revered  by  the  latest 
posterity  for  their  firm  and  virtuous  exertjons  in  the  cause  of 
liberty.     A  thousand' horsemen  terminated  the  procession; 
,  which,  exclusive  of  the  multitudes  that  crouded  through  the 
fields,  occupied  at  least  a"  mile  and  a  half  of  the  road.     The  / 
masons  lined  the  street  from  the  entrance  into  town,  to  the  / 
tavern,  where  dinner  was  prepared.     During  the  entertainment, 
many  .patriotic  songs  were  performed  by  the  fair  choir,  in  whose 
vivid  looks  the  blushing  glow  of  rural  health,  and  the  genial 
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fire  of  Liberty  seemed  contending  to  emulate  ejch  other,  tyt 
evening  was  concluded  with,  bonfires,  universal  iUiunirmt*Qn% 
and  festivity," 

"   TO  T«B  FREE  AITO 
INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM. 

GfiNTLEMfiN, 

The  unremitting  and  undismayed  exertions  of  your  free 
spirits  have  elevated  me  to  the  highest  and  most  Honoured 
summit  of  my  ambition.  It  is  impossible  to  express  Or  describe 
the  feelings  of  my  heart  in  this  unparalleled  situation.  Let 
me  therefore  rely  on  the  virtuous  sympathies  of  your  minds, 
that  you  will  believe  me  perfectly  possessed  of  the  awful  im- 
portance of  the  trust  you  have  reposed,  thoroughly  conscious 
of  the  honourable  distinction  you  have  conferred,  and  deter- 
mined to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities  to  deserve  it. .  Bound  hy 
every  tie  of  public  and  private  obligation,  I  devote  myself 
totally  to  you,  and  shall  eve?  studiously  pursue  the  constitu- 
tional independent  line  of  conduct,  which  you  have  sanctioned 
by  your  approbation,  and  signalized  by  your  successful  support. 
,  "  Permit  roe  to  add  my  sincere  congratulation  to  all  the 
friends  of  constitutional  independence,  in  every  other  county 
of  this  kingdom.  From  your  exemplary  success  the  inde-' 
pendent  interest  in  general  derives  new  vigour ;  and  feels  with 
you  the  congenial  triumph  of  freedom.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obKged, 

And  faithful  servant, 

JAMES  WILLSON." 

Aug.  25.—*'  Lord  Camden  returned  from  Dublin  to  Bangor, 
%nd  on  the  SOth  he  honoured  the  gentlemen  of  Belfast  with 
his  company  at  a  public  dinner,  at  which  about  eighty  persona 
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w^re  present  On  leaving  the  room^  bis  Lordship  was  pleased 
to  express  in  a  straiitof  pecaSar  politeness  and  elegance,  tha 
satisfaction  he  felt  in  this  mark  of  attention  and  regard  on  tha 
part  of  so  respectable  a  body,  which  could  not  be  equivocal,  as 
he  no  longer  possessed  any  offisjai  powers  ;•  and  at  the  same 
time  hia  attachment  to  this  kingdom*  which  from  his  connections 
and  acquaintance  with  it,  he  should  ever  consider  as  a  part  of 
his  native  country.  Many  loyal  and  Whig  toasts  were  m 
usual  drank  after  dinner  " 

Sunday,  Oct..  26.—"  The  elegant  new  Church  erected  hers 
by  the  Earl  of  Donegall,  was  consecrated  by  the  Bishop  of 
0ownmA€onnor/9 

CELEBRATION  OP  THE  ANNIVERSARY" OF  THE 
COUNTY  ANTRIM  ELECTION. 

June  19.  1777.— <c  Yesterday  a  respectable  number  of  tha 
.  Delegates,  and  other  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Antrim,  . 
met  at  the  Donegail- Arms,  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the 
late  free,  constitutional  election  for  said  county,  when  the  choice 
of  the  people  triumphed  over  all  opposition.  The  Delegates 
came  to  the  following  resolutions  :— 

1.  Resolved,— That  they  will  continue  to  exert  themselves 
in  support  of  the  freedom  of  election. 

2.  Resolvedr-ThsX  the  ancient  mode  of  supporting  the  rt+ 
presentatives  0/  the  people  by  a  voluntary  subscription  of  the 
electors,  is  most  excellently  adapted  to  secure  the  integrity  of 

*  Lord  Camden  had  enjoyed  the  dignity  of  Lord  Chancellor,  until  the 
year  1T70,  when  the  aeala  were  taken  from  him,  on  occasion  of  his  having 
•1  in  f  mid  his  opinion  decidedly  against  the  court,  in  the  case  of  the 
Middlesex  election.  In  the  whole  of  the  American  war,  he  constantly 
took  tfce  side  of  his  great  friend  (Lord  Chatham)  in  resisting  the  coercive 
measures  of  government*— Hi*  eldest  son  exercised  to*  inlet  ef  Lord 
Lieutenant  <tfjrelan4  from  the  year  1795  to  lift,    «  ,     »  * 
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ike  *fcdted.    th^y  wit  nkfay  the  necessary  expencea  of  1 
<txm&8toti&M  repres«i*a*ive  James  Wiilson,  Eaq.  daring  hi* 
fctteadafyfe  on  parliament. 

3.  St*ofo«$,— That  Mr  Robert  CttnpteM  *nd  Mi-  Job* 
Hofates  be  appointed  Treasurers  to  take  in  aqbserifptio»s  fiptr 
*he  above  purpose  !from  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the 
^county." 

I*  £        1T78.-J0»I^IN  OF  THBVOLUOTEER  SYSTEM. 

As  the  coasts  of  this  country  hrfd  bee*  insulted,  and  her 
trading  msels  captured,  wkfeft  sight  of  bfcrports,  by  Ameri- 
$aq  prSvdteers,  anfc\^sbn-wasiijatly^^rete|i<Jed>  when  tb* 
power  of  France  became  openly  leagued  with  ibafyAimegtem 
States  in  the  War  against  Great  Britain.  %  In  this  alarming  cri- 
sis, rendered  more  so  by  the  utter  inability  of  the  government 
to  afford  protection,  the  towns  men  of  Belfast,  entered  into 
v  armed  associations^  for  defence  against  the  'foreign  enemy.—  ^ 
^Hence  the  origin  ot  the  celebrated  Volunteer  System. 

.  March  2?  to  31. — «  A  number  of  gentlemen,  inhabitants  of 
^  this  place,  nave  associated  to  "learn  the  Military  exercise,  wKh 
a  design  of  forming  a  Volunteer  CompanjrJ" 

April  13.— «  The  Ranger,  privateer,  Captain  Paul  Jones,  olf 

America,  'mounting  18    6  pounders,  sailed  round  the  Drake 

Sloop  of  war,  lying  in  this,  liarbour,  and  afterwards  sheered 

off.     On  the  24th,  'she  was  engaged  by  the  £>rake  about  mid- 

charinel  between  Donaghadee  and  the  Scotch  shoTe,— -but  after 

an  obstinate  engagement  of  43  minutes,  the  Sloop  Was 'dbligei 

1    to  strike.    The  latter,  mounted  only  20  guns,  4  pounders. " 

.    "April  16  being  th#  Unnirer«try  of  the  battle  or  <ewuo* 

fcfefc,  fke  stfrVivora  of  %fefe  tolottteer  C6mpethy  of  tMd  tairn  It 

the  number  of  sixteen,  dined  together  at  the  Donegal!- Arms. 

*  The  intention  of  their  meeting  Was  *©-give  .their  countenance 

and  approbation  to  tfe  spirit  now  fringing  trp  inthii|Jbce  for 
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sesMefenoo,  ssmibnr  to  Ant  which  appeared  hero,  a*d  in  most 
towneittlbeNerthef  Jreiend  in  the  year  1745;  anchhe  toast* 
after  <£nner  were  expressive  thereof  and  of  loyajty  an£  en**  * 
stitntioiial  liberty.  lnj»  company,  6a  the  S8fh  of  Qetoh*** 
1745,  in  number  110,  marched  into  the  garr»on  of  Carrie^ 
feigne,  together  with  the  independent  company  of  this  piece,  of 
nearly  the  same  number,  by  direction*  of  the  late  Lord  An- 
trim, then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  die  county,  on  an  alarm  spread 
that  a  large  body  of  Jiighland  Rebels  bad  collected  a  nurnber 
of  fitbtng  boats  on  the  treat  coast  of  Scotland  with  intention 
to  land  in  our;  bay.  The  two  companies  remained  in  {feat  gar- 
risen  ten  days,  and  performed  the  doty  of  regulars,  with  great 
military  order.  Both  these  companies  w*re  uniformly  well 
armed,  clothed,  and*  disciplined^  at  their  own  exnence.  beside 
which,  there  were  then  under  arms  in  this  town,  one  company 
caned  invalids,  uniformly  clothed,  and  two  companiea  of  rai- 
Ktia*  * 

There  are  now  two  companies  of  volunteers  in  tibia  town 
training;  one  consists  of  about  90,  the  other  60;  and  the  num- 
bers of  both  daily  increasing. 

COMMEMORATION 
OF  THE  ELECTION  FQ*  THE  COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM. 

June  18.-*-«Tl)e  Delegates,  and  other  free  and  independent 
electors  of  the  County  of  Antrim,  dined  together  at  the  Do* 
■egafl  Arms,  in  commemoration  of  the  signal  victory  with 
wkieb  the  honest  and  spirited  efforts  of  the  people,  to  break 
ftrsugh  an  unconstitutional  domination,  were  crowned,  on  the 
^th  of  June,  1776.  Among  many  excellent  Whig  toasts, 
tfefcftewing  were  o>ank  :-*A  new  edition  of  Magna  Cbarto, 
and  the  BDl  of  Rights*  with  corrections  and  airiendmeats.— 
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May  toleration  only  be  limited  by  the  safety  of  the  Consti- 
tution.—May  public  spirit  awake,  and  public  virtue  revive.— 
.  The  Protestant  interest.— Whig  interest— The  glorious  me- 
mory of  King  William^— of  John- Hampden  &c— The  1st  of 
July  1690,— 12th  do,  1691." 

June  28-—"  On  Sunday  last  the  first  Belftst  Volunteer  Com- 
pany paraded,  and  marched  to  church  ia  their  uniform,  which 
is  scarlet  turned  up  with  black  velvet,  white  waistcoat  and  bree- 
ches. After  the  sermon,  which  was  delivered  by  the  Rev  Mr 
Graham,  a  very  sensible  and  polite  address  was  made  from  the 
pulpit,  in  commendation  of  that  laudable  spirit  which  had  so 
early  occasioned  the  formation  of  the  company,  and  pointing 
bui  the  very  valuable*  purposes  it  was  calculated  to  proniote. — 
The  cL  thing  of  the  majority  of  the  Company  was  of  Irish 
manufacture  ;  and  the  whoje  made  a  brilliant  and  pleasing 
sjppearance."  '   , 

July  1.—"  The  two  Volunteer  Companies  (the  first  of  which 
consists  of  100  men,  and  the  second  of  74>)  paraded,  and 
fired  S  vollies  with  the  greatest  regularity. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Richard  Heron,  (Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,)  to  Stewart  Banks  Esq.  Sovereign  of  Belfast.  • 

Dublin  Castle,  August  14,  1778. 

*f  Sir.— -My  Lord  Lieutenant  having  received  information,  that  'there 
is  reason  to  apprehend  three  or  four  privateers  in  company,  may  in  a  lew 
days  make  attempts  on  the  Northern  Coasts  of  this  Kingdom ;  by  his  Ex- 
aeUency's  command,  I  give  you  the  earliest  account  thereof  in  order  that 
there  may  be  a  careful  watch,  and  immediate  intelligence  give  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Belfast,  in  case  any  party  from  such  ships  should  attempt  to 
land. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  troops  being  encamped  near  Clonmel  and  Kia~ 
sale  his  Excellency  cannot  at  present  send  no  further  military  force  to  Bel-, 
fast,  than  a  troop  or  two  of  horse,  or  part  of  a  Company  of  invalids  ;  and 
his  Excel^ncy  desires  you  wilt  acquaint  me,  by  express,  whether  a  troop 
•r  two  of  horse  may  J>e  properly  accommodated  in  Belfast,  sp  long  a&  it 
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xnmj  be  proper  to  continue  them  in  that  town  in  adddltion  to  the  two  traps 
now  there. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  &c 

RICHARD  HERON." 

A  fejr  da ya  after,  (18th  August,)  the  Sovereign  received 

another  letter  from  Mr  Heron,  informing  him  that  "  routes 

were  dispatched,  by  express,  last  night,  for  the  immediate 

march  of  a  proper  force  to  Belfast,  and  other  parts  of  the 

Northern  coast,  for  their  protection  and  defence ;  and  his 

Excellency  has  further  commanded  me  to  say,  that  he  very 

much  approves  of  the  spirit  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Belfast,  who 

have  formed  themselves  into  companies  for  the  defence  of  the 

town." 

' "  Theatre,  Ann  Street— By  desire  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer*— -To-morrow 
•  Evening,  being  Wednesday  the  4th  of  November,  in  commemoration  of 
the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  King  William  ///.  if  gldrwut  and  im~ 
mortal  memory,  will  be  performed  the  Tragedy  of 

TAMERLANE  THE  GREAT; 

WITH    THB 

Fallygf  Bqjazet,  Emperor  of  the  Turkic 

With  the  Farce  of 
CATHERINE  AND  PETRUCCHICV 

"  Nov.  4,— Being  the  anniversary  of  the  birth^of  the  glorious 
and  immorta)  King  William,  III.  the*same  was  observed  here 
with  every  demonstration  of  joy— About  one  o'clock  the  three 
Volunteer  companies  paraded  in  their  uniforms,  and'  fired  three  . 
vollies  each,  with  all  military  exactness ;  ,and  same  time  the 
Amaztm  privateer  fired  nine  guns  in  honour  of  the  day.— The 
evening  concluded  with  illuminations,  &c. ;  and  the  Tragedy 
of  Tamerlane  (as  is  usual  on  that  evening)  wa3  performed"  at 
our  new  theatre,  before  a  numerous  and  splendid  audience." 

Nov.  5.— "Two  of  the  volunteer  companies  fired  three  vollies 
each,  in  commemoration  of  the  happy  frustration  of  the  gua» 
powdfTplot."    . 
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- 1779.  J*n.  S.-f-"  T&is  evening,  about  4  o'Clock,  the  Amaxom 
Privateer,  Captain  Robert  Moore,  got  under  way,  and  sailed 
hence  on  her  first  cruise.  This  is  the  first  vessel  of  the  kind 
ever  fitted  out  from  this  place.  ^  She  mounts  14  double  forti- 
fied 6  and  4  pounders,  and  is  manned  with  80  brave  fellows, 
whose  personal  courage,  (if  put  to  trial  on  equal  terms,)  must 
ensure  them  success." 

The  Amazon  was  unfortunately  wrecked,  at  Groomsport, 
in  March,  1780. 

February  2p.— ,"  The  news  of  the  acquittal  of  the  truly 
great  and  honourable  Admiral  Keppel  was  received  in  this 
place  with  universal  pleasure.  The  Volunteer  companies 
paraded  in  uniform,  and  fired  as  usual  on  days  of  public  re« 
joicing ;  at  night  the  town  was  ffluminated.  A  ludicrous  repre-  ■ 
sentation  of  the  Malicious  Admiral  (Sir  Hugh  Patther,  his 
accuser,)  hanging  from  a  gallows,  was  carried  through  the 
streets ;  and  after  receiving  every  suitable  mark  of  dishonour, 
served  at  last  for  fuel  to  a  bonfire  that  burned  in  honour  of 
KeppeJ,  surrounded  by  the  principal  inhabitants,  who  drank 
many  toasts  expressive  of  their  sense  of  such  a  dark,  malicious, 
and  ill-grounded  prosecution."  "" 

March  22.—"  On  receiving  the  news  of  the  taking  or  row* 
dicherry  from  the  French,  the  three  Volunteer  companies  fired 
.  three  vollies  ;  and  in  the  evening  the  town  was  illuminated." 

April.—"  Last  week  two  brass  fi$ld-pieces  (6  pound- 
'    era,)  belonging;  to  one  of  our  Volunteer  companies,  were  lan<U 
ed  from  Liverpool." 

May  .—A   descent  was,  at  this  time  expected  to  be  made 
by  the  French,  dn  the  Coast  of  the  County  of  Antrim.    A 
^  .  largo  body  of  troops  was  in  consequence  ordered  to  this  quarter* 
"  It  is  certainly  incumbent  (Belfast  News-LetterJ  on  the  dif- 
ferent Volunteer  Corps,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  have,  pro- 
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per  supplies  of  ball  cartridges,  so  as  to  be  prepared  on  the 
shortest  notice*  The  three  companies  of  this  place,  haVe  every 
thing  already  provided*" 

COMMEMORATION  OF  THE  BATTLE  QF  THE  BOYlfR. 
July  I.— "  Our  three  Volunteer  companies  paraded  in  their 
uniform,  with  Orange  Cockades,  and  fired  three  vollies  with 
their  usual  steadiness  and  regularity,  in  commemoration  of  the 
Battle  of  the  Boyne." 

"     State  of  the  Volunteer*  in  the  Counties  of  Antrim  and 
Dowto,  September,  .1T79-  • 
"  As  the  public  may  be  desirous  of  knowing  the  state  of 
jhe  Volunteer  Corps  in  the  counties   of  Antrim  and  Down ; 
the  following*  though  in  many  instances  incorrect,  is  inserted 
as  the  best  we  have  yet  been  able  to  obtain. 

COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM. 

*  Sixty  of  which  armed^-f  Those  marked  thus  were  unarmed.— 
$  Unarmed,  but  asm  daily  exjtected. 

Place.  Captains.  Number  <fMmu 

Bel/art         .  .         ;         ;         •.      Batiks      .        .        .       190. 

*  .         .         .  Saunders        •     '    •        100" 

i  ■         .  #    '    .         .         .        Brown        ...  'K  .        #60 
■  ■      ■■   Train  ;         .  .  .  «.  •  €0 

*    4  *  -      ' 

Total  of  Betfast  .  ^          .            ...  340 

LittBurn,  2 -companies       »  .       •        Stewart,  &c.       •        •  100* 

Laafwg        .        ..         •  .          .        Bell        .                 '  50f 

*<fcirrickfergus         «•        •  >.          *          .         .         .          .  70 

fcaaae        .        .        «        ,  ;      .       -Shaw        .                .00 

Gleaarm.    •  ' --            .  *          .  •    Stewart       "•.          .  *0 

C*fccasile           .           •  .        •.'•■..•...  50t 

B«Hycastle,<&o       •    .  .•       .•      Boyd        *        .        •  '  60+ 

Ba&jrmoney            ••           ;  .       .    •«  Leslie       ....  40 

Btaiiunfils           .  *        .".  ••      .-       Duncan        •        .  ♦    SO 

Bs&yagbMn  and  Portrush  #         •                       *           •  **0 

Rhftiarkin            .  ♦         .  \    ;     .     n  Bristow          '•  t* 

FWtglenone,  %  comj^anjea  .        «       Simpson' and  Hill       •     00 


* 
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Collybackey        •           ...        Dickey  .  .        45. 

Ballymeaa                      ♦            •               Lendrick  .  •        SO 

Broughshane        •          •           •  •            •  .60 

Bttckna,    '     ' ^ 

Connor,  Kclls,Doagh,  &Ballyclare         .           .  .  .83 

Ciough   i                                .          •            •            •  •  *° 

Crumlin            .            •            •  •            •  •            .40 

Dervock         <  .     .       .            .         .         Moore  .  .        25 

Ballylease,  nearColerain'        .         •        Crombie  .  .        SO 


Adjoining  County  of  Antrim. 


Colerain,  2  companies 

• 

/ 

Lloyd  and  Lyle        •    . 

ISO 

Somerset 

• 

• 

Richardson' 

40 

Baldrushane  '        • 

• 

• 

Lyle 

Gait            •            t . 

30 
40 

210 

* 

COUNTY  OF  DOWN. 

Newtown 

. 

, 

Stewart 

115 

Comber,  2  companies 

*   . 

• 

Stewart  and  Andrews 

100+ 

Kitfileagh 

•    . 

• 

Blackwood 

w* 

Castleward 

• 

■•     *. 

Hon.  Edward  Ward 

so 

Portaferry            . 

* 

. 

Savage 

so 

EchlinviUe 

. 

• 

Echlin           '•  - 

so 

Bangor.           • 

• 

-    • 

Crawford              • 

50 

Gilford,  &c 

• 

• 

SirJSL  Johnston 

150 

Downpatrick,  2  companies 

. 

West  and  Trotter  * 

100 

Kfllinchy 

• 

• 

Hamilton              •" 

50 

Castlewdtlan            • 

•'    • 

„  . 

Lord  Glerawly 

70 

KJlmore,  &c«         '. 

• 

• 

Fergie          ^         '    • 

40 

Seaford 

» 

4 

JPsrde           «            • 

70 

Donaghadee           . 

• 

.     _. 

M'Minn        .            . 

40 

Bailywalte/ 

• 

• 

Cochran         ..        .  *  * 

40 

Bathfrfland 

• 

• 

Lord  QanwOJiam 

70+ 

III  the  neighbourhood 

• 

•              #    •    ^     •  . 

so* 

Ardmillan 

• 

- 

Knox            «     «      •     r 

so 

Waringsfprd          t 

* 

• 

.  —   *     ~  \ 

40 

Magherally            « 

; 

5 

^^•^            •       .  .  •  - 

f o 

» 

^^^                         •» 

40 

Mborehatl 

• 

J 

Moore           »            t 

40 

Springfield            ; 

• 

• 

Waddel           :    ,      f 

SO 

Ssintfield           f 

^. 

• 

Fnei  .       V         i 

so 

BottrcTot           i 

* 

• 

*«*•  v         -     .  .    v  ■ . 

m 
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&0+ryJ  Zcompamek 
,,            Train    \     . 

Scott  and  Bristow  lftOt'^ 

Banbridge  and  Loughorickland           '.            .  *         ;  _         *        IcOf 

Gl&scar    J       •    - 

.       ■'       *              .               .              *P 

4jfo*kfe  :            . 

•     .•    ■    .       •'      \  Wo 

Near  KiUinchy 

Potter           5           .30 

Mourne             •             ? 

•'   *     .    •     Boss           .            -.'    '•     100 '* 

Total  CouWtt  or  bow*                  2,241 

f Total'  County  of  Atrial*        '    i  1,At4 

t 
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October.— By  the  decrease  of  trade,  and  increase  of  expenr 
dittire,  the  nation  was  now  reduced  to  the  most  dfeplarable 
atefee;  and  the  discontents  of  tfijs  people  were  augmented-  by 
Abe  refusal  of  the'  British  Xegiskture,  to  relax  the  regulation  on 
Ibish  'Tba\dc';  but  the  formidable  aipect  which  the  Volunteers 
had  nowassmnad,  and'  the  bold  remonstrancas  of  die  Irish1 
Parliament  produced  such  an  eftet  on  the  British  govern- 
seent,  thai  the  relaxation  of  the  Commercial  Ristraints 
was  at  length  acceded  to  without  opposition.    The  following* 
AmbMss  and  iNSTirocTiofrs,  relative  to  this  transaction,  WW* 
tiuismittediro^itbe  inhaMtants  of  Belfast  to  the  repesen-* 
tatires  of  the  borough,  in  the  Rouse  of  Commons; 
^  To  the  JSfon.  Henry  Shffingkm,  ami  Alexander  Crookshank, 
Esq.  Representation for ike  Borough  tf  Belfast. 

Wlr  the  Sovereign,  Burgesses,  and  other  principal  Iohe- 
bitanu  of  the  town  of  Belfast,  whose  names  ate  hereunto  an- 
nex**, fufly  convinced  of  the  attention  and  sespact  which  the 
repreaentative  body  owes  to  the  opinion  of  their  constituents, 
and  entertain**-*)*  strongest  confidence,*  yoar  public  spirit 
andfidelity  to  ike  important  tniet  reposed  in  you,  beg  leave 
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"  That  we  think  ourselves  most  loudly  called  upon,  by  the 
present  crisis*  to  express  our  sense  of  the  distresses  and  cala- 
mities in  which  this  ill-fated  country  is,  involved,  by  the  decay 
ef  trade,  by  the  want  of  manufactures,  and  by  the  impolitic 
restrictions  on  our  commerce,  under  which  we  labour. 

^.Jjthat  the  condition  of  this  kingdom  is  so  truly  affecting 
and  depjorable,  thai  our  manufacturers,  even  in  this  time  of 
cheapness  and  pleaiy;  are  yet  starving  for  want,  and  that  the 
littkf  shipping  which  we  formerly  had  employed,  are  rotting  in 
,  our  ports. 

<!  That  nothing  can  relieve,  tos  from  impending  ruin,  but 
the  enjoyment  of  a  free  and  unrestrained  Trade ;  a  right-  to 
which  we  are  entitled  by  the  laws  of  nature,  by  the  principle* 
of  our  constitution,  and  by  the  interest  which'  the  empire  at 
large  must  ever  have  in  tour  strength  and  happiness.    *         ' 

We  therefore  take  the. liberty  of  requesting;  that  you  will 
4st  every  means  in 'your  power. to  accomplish  this  desirable l 
egd ;  and  particularly,  that  unless  you  have  the  most  sdtisfec 
taqr  reason  for;  believing  that  if  shall  be  otherwise  immediately 
secured.;  you  will  oppose  every  Money  Bill  for  giori  than  six 
months  after  the  expiration  of"  those  now  in  being,  till  oar 
grievances  be  redressed,  and  a  free  trade  pbtaiqed-  ■  ■  ■  ■■Gfogn. 
at  Bel/a*  ikU  28th  of  October,  1779-* 

To  the  address  inserted  above,  our  representatives  sent  the 
following  answer  5  —  .  .    ^ 

To  the  Sovereign,  Burgesses,  mnd  other  principal  Ithatoanh  of- 
AeT^tm  of  Belfast, 

GsNTLBMsn^-fttasiUsi  of  {he  present  ffttmsed  state  of 
this  country,  H  is  with  pleasure  we  receive,  also  critical  a 
period,  the  sentiments  of  them,  on  whose  integrity  and  good 
sense,  we  have  the  firmest  reliance- 
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Permit  as  to' assure  you,  that  we  shall  attentively- regard 
those  instructions  with  which  you  have  honoured  us ;  end  that 
we  wiD,  to  the  utmost' of  our  power,  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
enjoyment  of  a  free  toad  unrestrained  trade,  on  which  the  web* 
Hune  arid  happiness  of  this  kingdom  so  much  depend. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  much  obliged,  and 
Faithful  humble  Servants, 

HENRY  SOlFFlWrON, 
Dublin,  Nov.  9,  1779-  ALEX.  CROOKS&ANK." 

1780.«—Progbbdings  or  the  Inhabitants,  on  tbbfass* 
img  or  thi  Bill  fob  the  F&udom  of  Trade,  with  thxiu 
Abmkss  to  the  Kihu. 

Monday,  March  6.—"  In  consequence  of  the  British  act  of 
Parliament  being  received  here,  granting  Ireland  a  free  liberty 
of  trading  with  the  American  Colonies,  &<v&a  this  town  was 
elegantly  .illuminated,  and  every  other  demonstration  of  satis* 
„  faction  was  testified  on  that  agreeable  occasion.  OnWednesj, 
day  the  BeUast  Battalion  (with  two  pieces  of  Artillery)  fired  three 
vollies  in  honour  of  Admiral  Rodney's  Victory  over  the  Spajuak 
squadron,  off  Cape  St  Vincent," 

«  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Sovereign,  Burgesses,  and  principal 
/Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Belfast,  o$  the  13th  instant,  the  4 
following  Address  of  Thanks  to  his  Majesty,  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

Tmtke  King's  Mmt  Excellent  MQesty* 
WE,  your  Majesty's  most  dutlfel  anAteyal  srigect*  tfleSeW 
vereign,  Burgesses,  and  principal  In&altitailsW  the  Towntvf 
Belfi^t,  Beg  teate  hmfcMy  to  assure  your  Majesty  of- our  in- 
*mtM  atftte&toeht  to  your  royal  person  tod  government. 


To  relieve  the  distresses  of  bis  subjects, ,  is  the  true  glory  of 
.the  father  of  ;nis  people ;  and  when  justice  *n.d  generosity  .  ajce 
copspicuouj,  gratitude  cannot  be  anient. 

Permit  us,  therefore,  most  gracious  sovereign,  to  express 
our  unfeigned  thanks,  and  Jieart-felt  .sat jsfaction,  for  your  Ma- 
jesty's goodness;  manifested  by  your  concurrence  with  the  Bri- 
tish parliament,  in  abolishing  several  of  the  principal  restric- 
tions on  our  Trade,  anfl  liberally  opening  to  us  new  sources  of 
commerce ;  by  admitting  us  to  a  participation  of  the  trade  of 
-   Great  Britain. 

The  adoption  of  these  wise  and  salutary  measures,  the  bene* 
fits  °f  which  we  trust  will  be  for  ever  secured  to  us,  fills  ujs 
with  the  most  pleasing  hopes,  that  your  Majesty's  kingdom  of 
Ireland  will  be  thereby  raised  from  a  state' of  poverty  and  wretch- 
edness,  to  a  prosperous  and  flourishing  condition ;  and  that  ex- 
perience will  convince  our  British  fellow  subjects,  who  have 
given  us  the  most  unequivocal  proof  of  their  affection,  that 
the  true  interest  of  the  whole  British  empire  will  be  eminently 
promoted  by  the  extension  of  our  commerce. 

These  happy  effects  must  powerfully  tend  to  increase  that 
reciprocal  confidence  and  harmony,  which  should  ever  subsist 
Unimpaired,  between  your  Majesty's  subjects  of  both  kingdoms ; 
and  indelibly  fix  in  their  minds  this  indisputable  truth/  that' 
Britian  and  Ireland  must  rise  or  fell  together. 

-  We  trust  that  we  shall  ever  presevere  in  demeaning  ourselves 
to  your  Majesty,  with  duty,  and  filial  obedience ;  and  conse- 
quently be  blessed  with  an  uninterrupted  continuance  of  your 
Majesty's  paternal  care  and  attention.  - 
-£cjft*,  Mar&fy  17*0:'  v 

Marcb^NotwithsUnding  tlie  iajporijance  of  tf  ese- cooi?es^ 
sions,  .^s^i^pervadedihe  public,ana'  an  Qpjnio^d>^  ga^pj^v 
ground,  that  without  a  Legislator!  to*jxi»t  Imbpsmbm* 


/ 
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.  of  the.  British  parliament,  the  privileges  of  a  commerce  granted 
to  this  country  would  be  quite  precarious.  Declarations  to 
this  purpose  were  now  published,  and  instructions  transmitted 
to  the.  national  representatives.  Among  others,  the  following 
iKSTaccTioNS  were,  sent  to  the  Delegates  for  the  county  of 
Antrim,  and  the  borough  of  Belftst. 

"Atameeting  ofihe  Freeholders  of.  the  county  of  Antrim,  on 
Thursday,  the  23d  of  March,  1730,  at  the  market-house  of 
Belt  AST,  pursuant  to  public  notice,  from  the  high  sheriff,  the 
following  instructions  were  unanimously  agreed'  to :<r-JoHir 
Bbowk,  Esq.  in  the  chair,  the  sheriff  being  prevented  by  in- 
disposition from  attending. 
To. tie  Honourable  Henry  Seymour  Conway  and  James  Will* 

son,  Esqrs.  Knights  of  the  Shire  for  the  County  of  Antrim. 
s  Gbntlex EN.-~-With  every  suitable  impression  of  gratitude 
Jbr  that  degree  of  commercial  emancipation  which  we  have 
obtained,  we  must  necessarily  feel  an  anxiety  for  its  per- 
manence. 

That  anxiety  can  only  be  quieted  by  our  constitution's  re- 
sumingits  true  and  native  vigour,  as  this  alone  can  give  secu- 
rity to  any  blessings  we  may  enjoy. 

And  independently  of  thjs  consideration,  our  enjoyment  of 
the  most  unbounded  prosperity  would  be  incomplete,  while  em- 
bittered .by  the  humiliating  reflection  that  we  are  not  free ;  which 
must  ever  be  the  case  so  long  as  a  controul  over  us  is  exercised 
or  assumed  by  an  J  legislature  or  body  of  men,  in  which  we  are 
not  represented.  -..<-../ 

'  On  these  principles,  gentlemen,  we  instrdct  you  to  co-ope- 
ratewfch  the  friends  of  this  kingdom,  and  its  constitutional 
rights,  in  removing  the  noxious  interposition  of  the  privy- 
council,  between  our  King  and  Parlmment;  ati  ihterpositioa 
which  crept  V/  against  the  spirit  awl  essence  of  the  constitm 
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tfon,  in  times  of  comparative  ignorance  and  limited  representa- 
tion, on  a  particular  occasion  which  was  soon  over,  and  under 
the  shelter  of  circumstances  which  were  transient  and  of  a  na- 
ture never  to  return  :  We  therefore  earnestly  enjoin  you,  %y 
every  constitutional  means,  the  most  efficacious  of  which  is 
the  power  over  the  national  purse,  to  exert  yourselves  (though 
we  cannot  see  from  whence  an  opposition  should  arise)  for  the 
repeal  of  that  well  known  and  most  offensive  act  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Poyning ;  or  such  modification  of  it  as  may  restore  to 
the  two  houses  of  parliament  the  sole  right  of  originating  all 
legislative  acts  without  alteration  by  any  power  whatsoever  ;  at 
the  same  time  that  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  crown,  of 
assenting  to  or  rejecting  such  acts,  may  be  effectually  secured. 
And  we  likewise  instruct  you  zealously  to  concur  in  assert* 
fag,  in  the  fullest  and  most  effectual  manner  which  may  be 
found  practicable,  the  independency  and  exclusive  rights  of  the 
King,  Lords;  and  Commons,  of  Ireland,  in  the  great  work  df 
legislation*" 

"  TkeJbUomng  Address  and  Instruction*  were  transmitted  to 
ike  Honourable  Henry  Skeffington,  and  Alexander  Crookskank, 
Esq.  representatives  in  parliament  for  the  borough  qf  Belfast. 

Gentlemen.— We,  the  Sovereign,  Burgesses;  and  Inhabit 
tants  of  the  town  of  Belfast,  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  our 
wannest  thanks,  for  your  spirited  conduct  in  tjt»  present  me* 
morable  session  of  parliament,,  evinced  by  y#ur  co-operating 
with  a  virtuous  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  their 
firmness  and  seal  to  procure  a  restoration  of  those  commercial 
rights  which  restrictive  laws  hao1  so  long  withheld  from  us. 

We  are  strongly  impressed  with  gratitude  to  our  most  gra- 
cious Sovereign  and  the  British  Parliament*  for  their  justice  in 
removing  the  principal  causes  of  our  commercial  complaints, 
and  their  liberality  in  granting  to  us  a  partiripattpn  of  Uw  trade 
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of  Great  Britain.    But  we  cannot  be  persuaded  that  the  free* 
.  dom  of  our  trade  will  be  secure,  at  the  emancipation  of  our 
country  complete,  unless  our  legislature  be  restored  to  its  ancient 
dignity  and  independence. 

We,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  call  upon  you  at  this  critical  : 
time,  and  instruct  you,  strenuously  to  exert  the  constitutional ' 
powers  with  which  you  are  invested,  in  forwarding  and  sup- 
porting an  act  for  the  modification  of  a  law  called  PoYnihg's 
Law, — which,  in  its  present  form,  is  inimical  to  the  pm> 
ciples  of  our  constitution,  and  which  was  passed  at  a  period 
when  many  counties  in  this  kingdom  were  not  permitted  to 
send  representatives  to  parliament.  And  alsp,  that  you  will 
endeavour  to  procure  such  a  declaratory  law,  as  Will  ascertain 
and  confirm  to  us  and  our  posterity  our  natural  birthright— we 
mean  the  privilege  of  being  bound  only  by  laws  enacted  by  the 
King  and  Parliament  of  Ireland,  which  alone  can  promote  and 
strengthen  that  reciprocal  confidence,  and  cement  that  amity 
and  affection  which  should  ever  subsist  between  Ireland  and 
her  sistet  Iringdom. 

To  ike  Sovereign,  Burgesses,  and  Inhabitants  qfthe  Town  if 
Bdf*#. 
GsKTiMZN*— Sensible  of  die  importance  of  the  subject  on 
Which  you  have  honoured  us  with  your  instructions,  we  receive 
them  with  great  pleasure,  as  the  sentiments  of  nten  whose  good ' 
lease  and  understanding  we  entertain  the  highest  opinion  o£ 
Permit  us  to  assure  you,  we  will  pay  the  utmost  attention  to 
tbexsfcjectB  which  you  offer  to  our  consideration ;  and  that  we 
shall,  on  every  occasion,  concur  in  such  measures  as  may  tend 
to4he  true  interest  of  this  kingdom. 

HENRY  3KEFFINGTON, 
Dublin,  April  Xlt  1780.  ALEX  CBQOKSHANK." 
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3f<ry  22.-— Declaration  of,  the Belfast  Volunteers  on  the  Inde<* 

pendent  Bight*  of  Ireland, -pith  their  Addreu  to  Henry  GraU 

tdh  and  Barry  Yelvertpn,  and  the  Answers.       ♦,    . 

"At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Belfast. United  Volunteer  Com* 
paoies,  at  Belfast,  the  22d  of  JMfey,  1780.— fWi-DDUi, 
Cunningham,  Esq.  in  the  chair :  ,   ,  .      • 

Resolved  Unanmpusly.— That  we  utterly  reprobate  the  doc- 
trine, that  questions  respecting  the  liberties  and  constitutional 
rights  of  Ireland,  are  improper  subjects  of  debate  for  armed- 
cit  izens,  associated  in  the  manner  and  on  the  principles  pf  the 
Irish  Volunteers,  who  are  equally  the  soldiers  of  the  constitu* 
tion  and  of  the  kingdom,  bound  alike  to  assist  in  rescuing  the    , 
one  from  abuse,,  and  in  defending  the  oljuer  from  forejgji 
enemies*  . 

That  we  think  it  incumbent  on  us  at  this  time,  to  exnres* 
the  gratitude  we  feel,  for  the  steady,  spirited,  and  abteparlia*  . 
mentary  conduct  of  Henry  Grattan,  Esq, ;  and  particularly, .% 
for/his  patriotic  exertions  .on  .the  lgth  of  April,  to  procure  & 
declaration  of  our  rights;  which,  though  In  some  measure  de* 
feated,  on,  what  we  think,  frivolous  considerations,  called  forth 
ancavowal  from  the  members  of  the  Hduse  individually,  abat 4' 
the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of  Ireland,  are    exclusively 
competent  to  every  act  of  Irish  .legislation" and —government 
and  by.  this  we  are  determined  to  abide  :— 

That  we  likewise  think pt  our  duty  to  express  -our  thanks  4a' 
that »  eminent  senator,  Barry  Yelverton,  Esq.  for  ^is  conduct  >-• 
in  f*rliameot*Aad  in  particular,  for  his  endeavours  on  the  S&b  -. 
of  Aprils  to  redeenflLth^  constitution  from  the  usurpations  intro»  - 
duoed  jbyt  Sir  Edward  Poybmg :  and  also  for  every  worthy  re- 
presentative of  the  people,  who  supported  thesequestionsj  and 
the,  rights  of.  Ireland,  "bnvthose  days  of  great  and  anxious 
expectation*!** .  ~     .    . 


rtwy  rSi  ms*b#P  d»  Belfast,  iw 


l%dtf  we  ail*  confident  the  time  mti&ts6on  aitive,  When  the 
representative,  like  the*  coiisdtnent(lkwily  of  Irelahd,.¥rill  disdain' 
to  rest  its  prosperity  on  tftti'ftirturftirig  bottom  of  totpediencyy 
or  to  suffer  nice  and1  scrupulous*  notions  of  inexpediency  to  stand 
in  the  way,  when  our  rights  are  to  be  asserted,  and  the  constk 
tution  vindicated*  • 

That  it  is  our  firm  opinion,  that  nothing  short  of  equal  coh*~ 
*litutional  and  commercial  liberty,  can  effectually  consolidate 
Ireland  with  Britain,  by  extinguishing  those  suspicions  and 
jealousies,  which  are  the  bane  of  that  mutual  confidence,  the 
establishment  of  which  we  ardently, wish  for,  and  will, r to  the' 
utmost  of  ouf'ptfwey,  en'deavdur  ttt  promote: 

That  our'chairman',  and' Mr*  Jdnn-Frowri,  dd  wait  upon  Mr 
dfriCttan  and  Mr'  ifermtori,  and  present  these  resolutions. 

WADDtiLt  CftfNtflNGHAM,  Cttitttk*; 

T*  Oie  Belfast  Untied  Volunteer  Companies.        *       ■ 
Gl*raEs**N,-k-You  have  done  me  much  honour  by  your 
apyirobifrion  '%•  I  rejoice  W  find  the  people  of  Ireland  adopt  so 
gpnftaHp  trueTOnstrtutioaal  principles: 

Toot  right*  as  Crikensy  W  think  and  speak  upon  political 
liberty;  ie-ribties^bat  secured  and  rendered  effectual  by  your 
beiea^tl^vcteitafy" sorters  of  the  nation:  With  pleasure. 
Ls^yoin- opiatoas  end  tlfcir  propagation. 

Jg  have  the  honour  t*  be>  with  ufoch  respect, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

HENRY  GRATTAN. 
lfcjriM&  17i0>i  BoneVetrect. 

Gentlemen.— I  am  much  honoured  by  your  resolution  of 
the  ?2d 'instant,  returning,  me  thanks  for  my  conduct  in  parfia« 
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meat.  You  must  be  very  diligent  in  seeking  for  the  appear- 
ance  of  merit,  and  anxious  to  reward  it,  when  even  my  endea- 
vours are  thought  worthy  of  your  notice.       x  * 

v  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obliged,  and 
N  .  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

May  27.  17S0.  BARRY  YELVERTON/' 

July  4st— "  The  Volunteer  Battalion  of  this  town  paraded 
in  uniform,  and  fired  three  vollies  in  commemoration  of  the 
Battle  of  the  Boyne ;  and  at  night/  the  town  was  grandly  il* 
luminated." 

BEVIEW  OP  THE  VOLUNTEERS  AT  BELFAST. 

July  12.—"  Or  Monday  the  10th  instant,  several  of  the  as- 
sociated  volunteer  corps  marched  into  town,  preparatory  to  the 
grand  review,  and  Mr  Dobbs,  with  Mr  Hamilton  and  Mr 
Stewart,  (ncto  Marquis  qf  Londonderry,)  hit  Aid-du-camp> 
went  as  far  as  Hillsborough  to  receive  the  reviewing  general* 

Thelltb,  the  remaining  companies  arrived,  and  were  all 
(except  one  which  encamped  near  the  review  ground,)  ac- 
commodated by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  The  same  day, 
about  three  o'clock,  the  Karl  of  Chartemont  (the  Reviewing 
General)  arrived,  escorted  by  the  troop  of  Newry  hgfet  horse 
His  arrival  was  announced  by  a  salute  of  seven  guns  from  the 
Belfast  artillery,  which  was  answered  by  die  ships  in  the  har- 
bour, and  the  three  Bel&st  companies  were  drawn  up  to  re- 
ceive him.  His  Lordship  was  attended  by  Sir  Annestey 
Stewart  and  Mr  Grattao,  as  Aid-du.caraps ;  aad  Mr  Dobbs 
(the  Commanding  Officer)  introduced  the  principal  ofiters  to 
his  Lordship. 

The  l^th,  in  the  morning,  the  stiveraLcompanies  paraded 

at  nine  o'clock;  and  marched  to  the  field,  about  a  mile  and  a 

half  distant.    The  field  extends  near  half  an  English  mile  in 
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length,  and  is  intersected  by  a  rivulet,   on  the  west  aide  of 
which  the  line  was  formed.     The  line  consisted  of  1400  men, 
divided  into  four  battalions.     The  remaining  body,  consisting 
of  nearly  the  same  number,  was  distributed  around  the  field 
to  keep  the  ground  clear.  The  spectators  occupied  a  hill,  which 
rises  with  a  gentle  ascent  from  the  field,  in  such  a  manner  that 
30,000  persons  of  both  sexes  were  gratified  with  a  complete 
view  of  whatever  was  done,  without  confusion  or  danger.     On 
the  most  central  part  of  the  hill  there  were  boxes  erected,  which 
accommodated  near  a  thousand  persons  with  seats.    The  Gene* 
ral  was  received  by  the  discharge  of  cannon,  and  passed  along 
the  line,  which  from  the  beauty  and  choice  of  the  men,  the 
uniformity  of  their  dress,  and  the  perfection.of  their  appoint* 
•  meats  in  every  particular,  was  no  less  a  subject  of  wonder  than 
exultation,  to  those  who  examined  it  most  critically.     The 
performance  of  the  men  did  not  belie  their  appearance.    They 
executed  their  motions  with  steadiness,  their  firings  with  ex- 
actneso  >and  whether  they  advanced  in  line,  formed,  or  re- 
duced columns,  or  marched  in  divisions,  by  battalions,   and 
companies,  they  equally  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of 
their  most  decided  friends.    When  the  common  firings,  ma- 
noeuvres and  evolutions  were  over,  a  mock  engagement  was 
executed,  in  whiahthe  four  battalions  who  had  hitherto  re- 
mained spectators,  were  to  attack  and  defeat  those  already  re- 
viewed.   The  plan  was  admirably  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the 
ground. 

The  attack  was  made  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  to 
that  where  the  line  stood;  there  the  ground,  swelling  into  a 
hill,  exhibited  the  troops  formed  fpr  the  attack,  at  the  same 
time  with  those  to  be  attacked,  in  the  most  picturesque  point  of 
view.  The  movements  of  the  attacking  troops,  the  well  tf- 
reeted  and  well  supported  fire  on  both  sides,  the  fording  the 
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river,  and  passing  the  brjdge,  jthe»fonmog  in  line  after  passing 
the  river,  the  manoeuvres  to  outflank  the  ene*»y>  the  partial 
retreat  of  the  yielding  anny,  and  Abe  £nal  success  of  a  wejk 
planned  scheme  of  attaefe,  altogether  exhtyi£ed  as  perfect  an 
.  image  of  war  as  can  well  be  conceived.    The  spectators*  jas 
Well  as  the  soldiers,  for  a  moment  seemed  to  be  possessed  by 
the  ardor,  the  hopes,  and  fears,  which  attend  a  real  action. 
This  added  much  to  the  spirit  anc>  effect ;  it  luckily  addad  «o- 
thing  to  the  danger-    It  is  difficult  to  say  which  called  most 
for  admiration,  the  spectacle,  or  tfie  spectators  f  Three  tbour 
sandmen  in  arms,  steady,  unifonp,  obedient,  tne*thingthc 
spin*  qf  loyalty  vfld  liberty  !  or  thirty  thousand  spectator*, 
building  their  hopes  tif  peace  and  security  on  Jfte  skill  and  ac- 
tivity displayed  by  their  neighbours,  frjepds,  ap4  eJ#lr*»>  *n 
the  field ;  obliged  to  adquire  those  wbptn   tfeey  ^a£  *!*«*» 
laved ;  and  entitled  to  commend  £he  very  persons  whose  merit 
reflected  honour  on  themselves  !  la  that  vast  multitude  not  a 
snan  disturbed  t{ie  general  harmonj?,  by  any  act  of  indecency  or 
violence.    At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  tie  troops' pisjrcbpp! 
back  to  fown,  after  having  bpen  njne  hours  under  arms. 

The  ISth,  fjhe  troops  marched  aga,in  to  the  fielp!*  when  thofit 
who  had  kept  the  lines  the  preceding  day  passed  ^n  review  be- 
fore the  General;  and  in  the  engagement  which  succeeded, 
were  attacked  and  routejl  by  those  battalions,  which  they  had 
before  attacked  and  defeated.     The  merit  of  the  two.  days  was 
equal,  but  the"  concourse  of  people  on  the  last  was  vastly  great-* 
«  er«    Arapng « the  persons  of  distinction  present  #as  apy  l*ord 
Camden,  who  seemed  to  be  affected  with  the  saqpe  pfeasurQ 
w%ich  possessed  every  friend  to  the,  House  of  Hanover,  and  to 
those  principles  which  that  illustrious  House  was  called  J>ver  to, 
assert — TKytsaw  beforefbem  a  body  of  men,  ready  to  spill 
the  last  drop  of  their  blood  in  mafoitajning  the  dignity  and 
independence  of  the  crown,  and  liberties  of  the  empire. 
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The  i&th,  the  several  companies  marched  out  of  town  to 
their  respective  homes,  expressing  the  highest  satisfaction  at 
their  kind  andhospitatfe.treatinenk  Mr  Cunningham  accommo- 
dated a  whole  company,  officers  and  men— and  the  inhabitants 
in  general  left:  nothing  undone  that  care,  kindness,  and  atten- 
tion could  effect*  During  three  days  that  the  companies  con-  ' 
tinued  in  Belfast,  there/  was  not  the  smallest  tendency  to  dis- 
order—not a  drunken,  man  to  be  seen  in  the  streets— »no  acci- 
dent either  m  the  town  or  in  the  field. 

Among  the  commanders  of  battalions  at  the* late  review  were 
three  county  members,  Mr  Brownlow,  Mr  Stewart,  and  Mr 
-'Dawson. 

Lord  Charlemont,  in  his  way  to  Belfast,  was  received  by  * 
the  companies  of  the  several  towns  and  villages  through  which 
he  passed  under  arms ;  and  his  departure  was  marked  by  simi- 
lar honours  with  his  arrival. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  volunteer  corps,  assembled 
'    at  Belfast  the  l$th  of  July,  the  following  resolutions  were 
entered  into : 

jBfJofoei,— That  the  captains  of  the  several  companies  as- 
sembled, or  their  deputies,  do  meet  at  the  Donegall  Arms  on 
the  17th  of  March  next,  to  fix  on  the  time  and  regulation  of 
their  next  annual  review. 

itteohed, — That  the  address  to  the  reviewing  general  now 
agreed  to,  be  signed  and  presented  by  the  commanding  officer, 
and  the  officers  commanding  battalions. 

.iResofoed, — That  the  thanks  of  the  Volunteer  officers,  and 
of  their  corps,  be  presented  to  the  Sovereign  and  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Belfast,  for  the  great  and  polite  attention  paid  to 
them,  and  for  the  excellent  accommodation  with  which  they 
were  provided,  and  that  the  commanding  officer  do  communi- 
cate the  same. 
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Resolved,— That  tftfe  warmest  thanks  of  the  volunteer  com* 
panies-  be  given  to  Francis  Dobbs,  Esq.  their  commanding 
officer,  for  a  plan  of  review  digested  with  extensive  military 
knowlddge,^  regulated  with  uncommon  assiduity,  and  executed 
with  an  ability  that  found  its  best  illustration,  and  its  merited 
reward  in  the  behaviour  of  the  assembled  corps  on  tlte  late  oc-  ' 
ctision. 

The  commanding  officer,  and  the  several  officers  commanding 
battalions,  waited  on  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Charlemont, 
their  reviewing  general,  with  the  following  address  :— * 
My  L4*d, 
We  cannot,  without  sensible  pleasure,  remark  a  fortunate 
gradation  of  persevering  virtue  in  the  regular,  yet  rapid  progress 
made  by  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  from  their  first  formation  in 
small  and  scattered  companies,  to:an  union  of  more  large  and 
effective  military  bodies,  not  unworthy,  we  hope,  the  honour 
*  to  have  {iad  your  Lordship  bur  reviewing  general ;  and  it  is 
with  much  self-satisfaction  we  reflect,  that  by  being  among  the 
first  who  have  accomplished  so  general  a  meeting  of  the  volun- 
teer corps,  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  we  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  setting  an  example  in  the  choice  of  a  nobleman,  who 
on  all  occasions,  has  so  fully  approved  himself  a  guardian  of 
the  constitution  and  the  friend  of  the  people.         N 

If  want  of  experience  m  meetings,  so  numerous  as  the  present, 
the  short  time  as  yet  spent  in  the  exercise  of  arms,  i  and  the 
necessary  avocations  of  civil  life,  have,  in  many  particulars, 
prevented  us  from  displaying  the  scrupulous  regularity,  and 
mechanical  exactness,  observable  in  men  of  military  profession ; 
your  Lordship  we  are  confident  will  recollect,  that,  except  in 
periods  of  extreme  danger,  rigor  of  discipline  among  citizen*  in 
arms,  though  practicable,  would  be  inexpedient ;  but  if  ever  a 
period  so  urgaut  should  arise,  we  will  not  hesitate  to  adopt 
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such  necessary  regulations  as  may  most  readily  and  effectually 

enable  us  to  withstand  and  repel  every  enemy  to  the  rights  and 

liberties  of  Irishmen.  ^ 

Your  Lordship  will  allow  the  assembled  volunteer  corps  to . 

seize  the  present  favourable  occasion,  of  expressing  in  the  united 

and  consistent  character  of  free  citizens,  and  voluntary  soldiers, 

their  heartfelt  satisfaction  in  viewing  the  rising  prospects  of 

their  native  country;  prospects  that  make  us  anticipate  the 

happy  period,  when  posterity  enjoying  the  much  wished  for 

consummation  of  civil,  political,  and  religious  freedom,  shall 

consecrate  in  grateful  remembrance,  the  names]of  those  patriots 

(the  name  of  Charlemont  conspicuous  in  the  number!)  who 

laboured  to  secure  them  these  invaluable  blessings :    and  when 

this  island,  filled  with  freemen,  and  rich  in  the  bounties  of 

heaven,  shall  demonstrate  to. Britain,  that  our  firm  purpose 

never  to  acknowledge  or  acquiesce  in  the  right  of  any  power 

to  bind  this  country,  save  only  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons 

ef  Ireland,  is  consistent  with  her  interests,  by  increasing  our 

wishes  to  add  our  united  efforts  to  repel  the  numerous  and 

powerful  attacks  against  the  constitution"  and  prosperity  of  the 

empire. 

FRANCIS  DOBBS,  Commanding  Officer,' 
ROBERT  STEWART, 
WILLIAM  BROWNLOW, 
THOMAS  DAWSON, 
ALEXANDER  M'MANUS, 
STEWART  SANKS,  -t 
vTHOMAS  SAUNDERS, 
POINTZ  STEWART, 
JOHN  BROWN. 

To  which  his  Lordship  was  pleased  to  give  the  following  answer : 
Gentlemen, 
You  have  conferred  on  me  an  honour  of  a  very  new  and 
distinguished  natuie,*i-tQ  be  appointed,  without  any  solicitation 


Officers  Commanding 
Battalions. 
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oti  my  part,  the  reviewing  general  of  an  independent" army, 
raised  by  no  other  calF  than  that  of  public  virtue1;  an  army* 
which  costs  nothing  to  the  state,  and  has  produced  every  thing1 
to  the  nation,  is  what  no  other  country  has  it  in  her  power  to 
bestow.  Honoured  by  such  a  delegation,  I  obeyed  it  with- 
cheerfulness- — The  inducement  was iiTesistible;!' felt  if  the*' 
duty  of  every  subject*  to  forget  impediments  which  would  have 
stood  in  the  way  of  a  similar  attempt  in  any  other  cause. 

I  see  with  unspeakable  pleasure,  the  progress  of  your  disci- 
pline and  the  increase  of  your  associations.  The  indefatigable, 
steady,  and  extraordinary  exertions  to  which  I  have  been  a* 
witness,  afford  a  sufficient  proof,  that,  in  the  formation  of  an 
army,  public  spirit,  a  shame  of  being  outdone,  and  the  arri- 
bition  to  excel,  will  supply  the  place  of  reward  and  punishment, 
can  levy  an  army  and  bring  it  to  perfection.  ' 

The  pleasure  I  feel  is  increased,  when  I  reflect  that  your  as« 
sociations  are  not  the  fashion  of  a  day,  but  the  settled  purpose 
and  durable  principle  of  the  people :  from  whence  I  foresee, 
that  the  advantages  lately  acquired  will  be  ascertained'  and  es- 
tablished, and  that  solid  and  permanent  strength  will  be  added 
to  the  empire. 

I  entirely  agree  in  the  sentiment  you  express  with  regard  to 
the  exclusive  authority  of  the  legislature  of  this  kingdom.  I  agree 
also  in  the^xpjediency  of  making  the  assertion*  It  is  no  more 
than^he  law  will  warrant,  and  tt»  ml  frienisVof  both  nations 
subscribe. 

;      I  have  the  honour  4abey} 
Gentlemen* , 
Your  most  obliged, 
<  faithful  and  obedient 

humble  servant, 
July  15,  1780.  CHARLEMOKT. 
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Major  Dobbs  waited  on  Samuel  Black,  Esq.  Sovereign  of 
Belfast,  and  addressed  him  in  the  following -terms : 
9  "  Ma  Sovereign!— I  am  directed  by  the  Volunteers  assem- 
bled here  to  return  their  most  sincere  and  grateful  thanks  to  yon, 
45ir,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  for  the  great  and  po- 
lite attention  paid  to  them,  and  for  the  excellent  accommodate 
tion  .with  which  they  were  provide*!. — Give  me  leave  to  add 
my  warmest  acknowledgments  to  theirs*  and  to  express  the 
high  respect  1  entertain  for  you,  and  for  the  town  of  Belfast" 

To  which  the  Sovereign  was  pleated  to  make  the  following  reply* 

'  "  Sir,— To  receive  the  thanks  of.  \he  Volunteers  lately  as- 
sembled here,  for  my  attention  to  tbe'm,  is  truly  pleasing  to 
me ;  and  I  am  rejeiced  to  find  that  the  accoimnodations  furnish-* 
ed  by  the  inhabitants  have  met  with  the  approbation  of  -those 
corps  and  the  commanding  officer. 

The  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  and  a  multitude  of  spectators 
was  so  minutely  proper,  that  there  was  so  occasion  for  my  ex- 
ertions as  Chief  Magistrate;  and  therefore  I  beg^you  will  re* 
turn  my  sincere  thanks,  and  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
place,  to  the  different  corps  for  their  peaeeable  demeanour,  and 
the  polite  manner  in  which  they  have  been  pleased  to  express 
their  satisfaction  with  such  accommodations  as  they  met  with/' 

The  eight  Battalions  lately  Rem*toed>  consisted  of 

FIRST  BRIGADE* 

First  Battalion      -     -    -     -    Banks,  commander     .-  .  -  -     -     309 

Second    -------     Saundew      -      ..-..-  *    -  •  ,311 

Third        -       -       -        -      P.  Stewart  =     -      r       -  -       336 

Fourth      -    ,  ■  -       »      *-     Colonel  Dawson       .       -  i       30$ 

\  Totsl  fW*~ 

6  *•        ''"'■,    ";.. 
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SECOND  BRIGADE. 

Fjrst  Battalion        -         -         Colonel  Stewart     .  -        -        -  406 

Second  *  -        -        -  .     -       Colonel  Brownlow  ....  32S 

Third        -"  -  Brown       -         -  -        -         -  38p 

Fourth        -        -        -        -     Major  M*Manus  -        1        -  ,  3t$ 

Total  1446 

Two  Brass  FieUUPieces,  Six-Pounders,  of  Belfast,— 7Vom  -       -       32 

Newry  Horse     -        n       -    -    -        -        -        -        -  -        -SO 

General  Knox's  Troep - >  - -        26 

■     ,  Geand  Total  S78S 

August  ^.-^Declaration  of  the  Belfast  Battalion,  on  the  subject 
cfa  Standing  Army  and  a  Free  Trade* 

"  BELFAST  BATTALION,  AUGUST  28,  1780.  • 

'  At  a  meeting  of  the  Battalion,  in  the  market-house  of  Bel- 
Fast,  Lieutenant  Samuel  MTier  in  the  chair,  a  committee  war 
appointed,  who  withdrew,  And  returned  with  the  following  de- 
claration, which  was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  battalion  :— 

•*  Equally  interested  with  our  countrymen  in  the  sacred  and  fundtfmen* 
tal  principles  ot  the  constitution,  which,  to  vindicate  is  loyalty  in  all,  and 
Jo  violate  we  account  treason  in  any ;  and  convinced  that  these  principles, 
far  from  being  subverted,  must  be  more  firmly  established,  when  laws 
made  by  the  accountable  Few  are  freely  and  thoroughly  canvassed  by  the  , 
'  Many,  for  whose  good  alone  they  are  designed :— We  are  not  afraid,  and 
.-while  we  have  the  sense  of  injury,  or  the  spirit  to  resent  it,  we  wiU  not 
.  be  afraid,  individually  and  collectively,  ever  to  maintain,  that  what  the 
voice  of  the  Irish  nation,  our  dear  and  much  respected  country,  declares 
to  be  true,  is  not  false,  scandalous,  seditious,  or  libellous.    If  the  resolute 
defence  of  national  rights  and  liberties  be  sedition  ;  if  to  assert,  that  a 
perpetual  standing  army  is  unconstitutional,  and  a  free  trade,  without 
'equalized  duties  is  nominal  and  delusive,  be  subversive  of  the  constitution, 
and  an  insult  to  the  legislature,  we  will  not  then  scruple  to  denominate- 
the  Volunteers  oMreland  traitors,  the  Bill  of  Rights  a  libel,  and  the  pre- 
sent House  of  Commons  the  most  upright,  uncorrupted,  and  consistent 
assembly  en  the  face  of  this  earth* 

fre  most  heartily  concur  with  our  countrymen  in  resolving  :— * 
jfsrrf.-9.That  by  the  constitution,  the  standing  army  is  a  parliamentary      ? 
army,  limited  in  duration,  and  dependent  on  our  legislature  alone  for 
^PWKtft  3  »*  that  whatever  ivmlits  a  subversion  tf  this  first  principle  of 
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the  constitution,  is  an  act  of  hostility  against  the  liberties  both  of  this 
and  the  sister  island. 

SattmHy.— That  the  free  trade  held  out  to  this  kingdom,  as  at  present 
curtailed  by  the  alteration  in  the  Sugar  Bill,  is  unsubstantial  and  unpro- 
ductive, delusive  to  the  wisfeea,  and  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  nation. 

Unanimous  concerning  the  end,  and  earnestly  solicitous  for  the  means 
of  attaining  it,  we  call  upon  the  minority  of  the  House  of  Cosun/ms,  on 
whom  the  eyes  of  a  whole  people  are  anxiously  turned,  to  point  out  seme 
^lan  of  redress,  worthy  of  their  abilities,  the  public  spirit,  and  the  great- 
-vess  of  the  occasion.  We  beaeech  our  fellow-countrymen  in  general,  to 
be  firm,  united,  and  determined  ;  and  as  the  future  designs  of  the  enemies' 
of  this  kingdom  may  be  pre-aupposed  from  the  declarations  wftttch  two  of 
them  have  so  recently  made,  we  adjure  our  fellow- Volunteers  to  continue, 
as  we  ourselves  resolve  to  continue.  Steady,  Vigilant,  and  Prepared. 

Resolved.— That  a  committee  of  correspondence  with  other  Volunteer 
aorps  be  appointed. 

Resolved.— .That  the  above  declaration  be  published  in  the  Belfast  News*. 
tetter,  and  Dublin  Evening  Post."  ~~ 

SAMUEL  METIER,  Chairman." 


November  15.  v 

««  An  hour— a  day  of  virtuous  Liberty, 
Is  worth  a  whole  eternity  in  bondage." 

"  Struck  with  just  Abhorrence  at  reading  an  advertisement  in 
the  Belfast  News- Letter,  dated  from  Bond's  Glen,  wherein  a 
gentleman  (in  a  land  of  liberty)  presumes  to  advertise  a  Reward 
for  an  Indian  Black,  as  he  styles  him,  profanely  calling  his 
ftllow-creature  his  property,  and  treating  a  human  being  m  as 
oavalier  a  manner  as  he  would  his  horse,  his  dog,  or  any  othqr 
animal  whatsoever ;  at  the  same  time  threatening  a  prosecution 
against  any  person  who  should  dare  to  hire  or  harbour  him. 

We,  the  members  of  ihe  Amicable  Society  of  Belfast,  do 
hereby  pledge  ourselves  to  our  unfortunate  fellow-creature,  the 
aforesaid  Indian  Black,  that  we  will  afford  him  every  protection 
in  our  gower,  and  that  we  will  hot  only  harbour  him,  but  enable 
him,  by  pecuniary  donations,  to  carry  on  a  legal  prosecution 


164  THE  HISTORY  OF  BELFAST.  [17$1 

against  his  intended  enslaver,  who<{provided  said  Indian  was 
not  indented  to  him  by  his  own  free  will  and  consent,  or  the 
approbation  and  desire  of  his  parents,)  feas  committed  a  most 
daring  outrage  on  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  has  wantonly 
'  '  attempted  the  perpetration  of  a  deed  repugnant  to  human 
nature,  or  to  civil  society.  And  we  further  give  it  as  our 
opinions,  that  the  abbve  mentioned  black  (provided  he  is  not 
an  apprentice  as  aforesaid)  can  recover  a  quantum  meruit  for 
bis  past  services  from  his  late  master  and  advertiser.    - 

If  the  aforesaid  Indian  Black  will  apply  at  Mrs  Hemy's,  aft 
the  Phoenix,  High  Street,  Belfast,  he  will  meet  with  tjie  neces- 
sary assistance." ' 

December.-*-"  The  merchants  of  this  town  are  now  fitting 
out,  as  a  Letter  of  Marque  to  cruise  against  the  Dutch,  the 
remarkably  fast-sailing  schooner,  the  Harlequin,  and  will  have 
her  ready  to  sail,  in  ten  days*  This  vessel  was  formerly  the 
*  Battlesnake  privateer  of  Philadelphia,  which  took. so  many 
prizes  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  is  reckoned  as  fine 
a  sailer  as  swims." 

1781.  Jan.  25.—"  A  chest  of  arms,  intended  as  a  present 
to  the  Rathfriland  volunteers,  from  the  Belfast  battalion  and 
the  two  united  companies  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of 
Lisbum,  was  escorted  to  the  last  mentioned  place  by  a  lieute- 
nant's guard,  and  forwarded  from  thence  by  a  captain's  guard 
of  the  Xisburn  True  Blues." 

March.—"  Great  rejoicings  took  place  in  town,  on  account  of 
the  taking  of  the  Island  of  Eustatia  from  the  Dutch ;  the 
Belfast  battalion  and  their  artillery  fired  a  feu  dejoy,  and  in  the 
evening  there  were  bonfires,  the  town  was  elegantly  illuminated, 
and  other  demonstrations  of  joy  were  shewn  on  the  occasion." 
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BELFAST  REVIEW. 
20th  of  July,  1781— "  On  Tuesday  the  17th  insUtbe  Earl 
of  Chaiiemont  arrived  in  this  town  preparatory  to  tfie  general 
review.     He  was  escorted  by  the  Newry  and  Belfast  troops  of 
light  dragoons,  and  attended  by  the  exercising  officer,  Major 
Dobbs,  whose  aid-du-camps  were  Captain  Crawford  and  Mr 
Bali     His  Lordship,  as  reviewing  general,  ^was  received  by  the 
different  corps  as  he  passed  through  the  country,  and  his  arrival 
in  Belfast  announced  by  a  salute  of  the  Belfast  artillery.     His 
aid-du-pcamps  were  Sir  Annesly  Stewart,  and  Arthur  Brown- 
low,  Esq. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  whole  body,  consisting  of 
eighty-two  corps,  marched  in'  fourteen  battalions  and  four  bri- 
gades to  the  review  ground,  where  the  first  brigade  with  two 
troops  of  cavalry  were  drawn  up,  the  remainder  of  the  army 
surrounding  the  line  to  keep  the  ground  clear. 

After  the  first  brigade  was  reviewed,  the  second,  which  had 
formed  in  rear  of  the  former,  immediately  occupied  its  ground, 
and  had  performed  the  same  salutes,  firings,  and  evolutions,  at 
half  past  five  in  the  evening, 

'  On  Thursday  the,  troops  marched  off  as  on  the  preceding  day  ; 
those  battalions  which  had  passed  undf  r  review  the  first  day 
now  keeping,  the  lines  for  the  remainjttr  of  the  cavalry,  the 
whole  train  of  artillery,  and  the  third  and  fourth  brigades  of 
infantry. 

The  manoeuvres  for  the  occasion  wer6,— 1.  Forming  columns 

on  the  two  centre  sub-divisions  of  battalion.— »2.  Retiring  in 

\    column  through  a  wide  defile.— 3.  Advancing  in  columns,  on 

tko  four  centre  files  of  each  wing  of  battalion.— -4.  Retiring  in 

two  lines,  sub-divisions  firing  alternately. — 5.  Brigade  formed 

.     into  two  lines ;  to  represent  the  fir3t  line  of  an  army  retreating 
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in  disorder  through  intervals  in  a  second  one,  the  latter  moving 
forward  to  sustain. 

The  extraordinary  degree  of  improvement  in  the  body  at 
large  since  their  last  Annual  review,  was  Matter  of  universal 
joy  and  wonder;  and  many  of  the  corps  exhibited  a  perfection 
"  of  discipline  which  would  do  honour  to  the  most  experienced 
troops.  Did  we  consider  it  within  our  province,  we  might  here 
enumerate  the' particular  companies  which  in  our  apprehension 
principally  signalized  themselves  in  the  marchings,  firings,  &c. 
but  that  task  we  must  beg  leave  to  decline,  as  the  testimony  of 
a  multitude  of  admiring  spectators,  calculated  at  45,000,  has 
already  assigned  a  degree  of  credit  to  those  corps,  which  it 
were  useless  and  vain  in  us  to  attempt  to  increase,  by  the  ad* 
dition  of  our  feeble  applause.  ' 

On  Friday  morning  the  exercising  officer  formed  the  army 
into  four  distinct  bodies,  two  to  act  in  an  attack  and  defence 
on  the  county  of'  Antrim,  and  two  on  the  county  of  Down 
shores.  Of  the  movements  of  the  former  the  reader  has  a  par- 
ticular account  subjoined ;  and  the  printers  will  be  thankful  to 
any  gentleman  who  may  be  pleased  to  furnish  them  .with  a 
circumstantial  narrative  of  what  passed  on  the  other  side. 

^ACTION  ON  THE  ANTRIM  SHORE. 

At  an  early  hour  the  assailants,  consisting  of  about  1500, 
beside  artillery,  marched  upwards  of  four  miles  down  the  shore, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  O'Neill,  and  a  number  embarked 
in  boats,  which  rowed  alongside  the  shipping,  and  there  waited  - 
the  first  appearance  of  the  opposite  party.  '  ' 

On  the  alarm  of  an  enemy's  appearance  in  the  bay,  the  drums 
of  the  garrison  beat  to  arms,  and  the  cavalry,  appointed  to  act 
en  the  Antrim  side,  reconnoitered:    The  body  allotted  to  the 
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defence  of  this  side,  amounting  to  1200,  with  artillery,  marched 
down  the  shore  in  column,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Brown- 
low,  with  an  intention  e£  preventing  the  enemy's  debarkation, 
and  appeared  on  the  heights  behind  Mr  A.  Stewart's  house, 
immediately  opposite  to  the  place  of  landing.  The  landing 
was  covered  by  a  number  of  armed  vessels,  some  of  considerable 
force,  which  kept  up  a  constant  and  warm  fire,  .until  it  might 
be  supposed  that  the  coast  was  cleared  for  the  debarkation  of 
the  assailants ;  this  was  effected  from  a  number  of  boats,  and 
other  small  vessels  provided  for  the  occasion,  with  much  regu« 
larity  and  appearance  of  vigorous  exertion,  on  their  part  They 
formed  near  the  point  where  they  landed,  and  were  joined  by 
a  considerable  body  which  were  supposed  to  have  effected  a 
landing  lower  down  in  the  bay.  The  action  began  on  the  part 
of  the  defensive  army,  which  was  ported  in  a  most  advantageous 
manner  for  preventing  the  progress  of  die  enemy.  The  ground 
they  occupied  rose  boldly  from  the  water,  and  was  bounded  by 
a  pretty  close  copse  towards  the  point  where  the  landing  was 
ejected.  On  the  ridge  and  declivity  of  this  hill  three  lines 
were  formed,  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  stood  de- 
rated the  one  above  the  other,  in  a  manner  at  once  beautiful  to 
the  eye,  and  safe  to  the  troops  which  composed  them.  On  the 
opposite  extremity  of  the  bank  from  the  copse,  and  on*  the 
▼cry  summit  of  the  ridge,  the  artillery  wjas  posted*  consisting 
of  two  brass  field-pieces,  and.  two  six-inch  howitzers,  which 
were  well  served  and  well  directed.  .  From  the  howitzers  were  • 
discharged  shells,  of  such  a  composition  as  to  afford  the  ap- 
pearance of  real  shells,  without  the.  danger.  As  the  enemy 
advanced  from  the  landing  place,  the  fire  of  the  defensive  army 
became  more  general  and  more  steady,  and  the  enemy  availing 
themselves  of  the  coyert  of  a  bank  of  earth  which  had  been 
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neglected  to  be  levelled,  and  which  was  co-extensive  with  the 
front  of  the  defending  anriy,  supported  a  warmth  of  fire,  which 
proceeding  from  three  Hnes  so  advantageously  posted,  must, 
without  such)  cover,  have  infallibly  obliged  them  to  retreat     In 
these  circumstance  a  constant  fire  was  kept  up  on  bod}  sides, 
and  the  lines  remained  unbroken  until  a  battalion  of  the  enemy's 
light  troops  having  got  possession  of  the  thicket  near  the  point, 
directed  a  most  galling  fire  on  the  left  flank  of  the  third  line  of 
the  defensive  army.     This  changed  the  chance  of  the  day,*— the 
part  of  the  line  so  galled,  after  some  necessary  disorder,  formed 
. '  a  front  towards  the  thicket,  and  returned  the  fire  of  the  assail- 
ants with  much  spirit  and  torder;  but  a  detachment  of  the  same 
battalion  having  gained  the  rear,  and  the  defensive  army  by 
this  means  becoming  exposed  to  three  several  fires,  it  was  re- 
solved to  retreat,  ai\d  choose  a  more  favourable  moment  «f 
opposition ;  and  accordingly  the  army  retreated  by  files  from 
the  right  of  battalions  ma  regular  manner^  while  their  retreat 
was  covered  by  the  artillery,  which,  as  the  enctoiy  had,  a  steep 
and  difficult  hill  to  ascend,  and  had  not  yet  established  them- 
*  aelves  in  force  on  the  flank  or  rear  of  the  fine,  was  allowed  to 
escape,  without  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  cut  it  off.    The 
assailants  having  now  established  a  footing  in  'the  country, 
turned   their  eyes  towards  Belfast,  the  object  of  their  expe- 
dition ;  and  after  a  shdft  halt  advanced  hi  two  grand  divisions, 
one  along  .{he  sibre,  and  the  other  by  interior  passages,  in 
pursuit  of  tirretreatin  g  army. 

The  deWkation  having  been  tfatis  effected,  the  defendants 

retired  towards  Belfast  in  excellent  order;  three  battalions, 

_    when  about  two  miles  distant  from  the  place  of  landing,  lined 

a  strong  extensive  ravine,  whi  c6  runs  in  from  &e  road  tQWsaA 

the  country.  * 
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A  battalion  of  grenadiers  and  light  infantiy,  with  a  piece  of 
artillery,  occupied  Fort  William,  which  lies  at  some  distance 
in  front  of  the  left  flank  of  the  ravine,  the  right  jlank  covered 
by  cannon,  from  a  mount  commanding  the  road. 

The  enemy's  column  having  halted  at  the  avenue  leading  to 
the  fort,  their  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  were  detached  to 
its  attack,  when  a  conflict  ensued  which  was  maintained  on  both- 
-sides  with  singular  ability.  The  defendants>  from  the  superi- 
ority of  artillery  being  against  them,  were  obliged  to  abandon 
the  fort,  leaving  their  cannon  behind  them,  and  retreating 
through  the  country  to  rejoin  the  main  body. 

At  this  critical  junpture,  the  column  moved  on  to  attack  the 
troops  in  the  ravine,  forming  their  line~on  the  heights  oa  the 
side  opposite  that  which  their  opponents  occupied,  having  the 
ravine  in  their  front  also. 

The  post  was  defended  for  a  considerable  time,  till  a  battery 
opened  on  it  from  the  fcrt  that  had  been  just  abandoned ;  this 
with  a  well  directed  fire  by  the,  enemy's  Jine  across  the  ravine, 
forced  the  defending  troops  again  to  retire  towards  Belfast, 
leaving  one  battalion,  with  the  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  and 
artillery,  to  oppose  the  passage  of  Mile- Water  bridge, — after* 
wards  well  v  defended,  till  superior  numbers  and  artillery 
rendered  a  retreat  from  thence  unavoidable. 

The  two  brigades  then-formed  their  respective  lines  near  the 
Poor-house,  and  a  general  action  took  place ;  the  issue  of  which 
turned  on  the  circumstance  of  the  enemy's  left  flank  being  gained 
by  a  body  just  thrown  in  tothe  relief  of  the  town.  Thechamadc 
was  then  beat,  and  firing  ceased. 

The  action  on  the  Down  shore,  in  many  respects  similar  to 
this,  being  concluded  nearly  at  the  same  time,  the  whole  army 
drew  up  in  tw#  lines  in  the  streets  of  the  town,  and  saluted  the 
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genera]  as  he  passed  along  their  front — the  day  terminating  with 
a  feu  dejoye. 

A  virtuous  pride  of  numbers  and  of  discipline,  and  the  am- 
mating  presence  of  the  reviewing  general,  a  nobleman  whose 

,  political  principle  ana1  private  virtue  have  added  to  his  heredi- 
tary honours  another  of  a  nature  which  no  nation  in  any  other 
period  could  have  conferred ;  inspired  every  breast  with  the  sa- 
cred love  of  its  country  and  of  her  unalienable  rights,  and  gave 
a  finishing  to  the  great  scene,  which  cannot  fail  of  producing 
the  most  glorious  and  happy  effects.  ' 

.  Of  artillery  there  were  nine  six-pounders,  two  one  pounders, 
and  two  howitzers  ;  the  whole  .completely  mounted. 

There  is  probably  nothing  which  could  mark  the  spirit  of 
the  times  more  strongly  than  Councellor  Caldbeck's  bringing 

.  down  from  Dublin  on  this  occasion  two  light  field-pieces,  and 
two  howitzers^  cast  at  his  volunteer  foundery. 

We  can  declare  from  information  perfectly  authentic,  that 
the  number  of  men  under  arms,  with  their  officers,  drummers, 
and  lifers,  actually  amounted  to  5,300*  The  returns  at  May 
were  for  no  more  than  5,381. 

July  21,  1781. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  officers  and  deputies  of  the  Volunteer  s 
aorps  reviewed  at  Belfast,  on  the  18th,  19th,  and  20th  days 
ef  July  instant, COLONEL  DAWSON  in  the  chair, 

Resolved.—- That  the  chairman  do  present  to  the  reviewing- 
general,  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  oTCharlemont,  the 
following  Address  :  ■       .         t 

My  Load.— It  id  with  the  most  heartfelt  pleasure  that  we 
embrace  this,  our  second  opportunity,  of  addressing  your  Lord- 
ship in  that  language  rf  esteem,  respect,  and  veneration,  which 
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we  think  due  to  your  Lordship's  exalted  character,  and  which 
we  feel  heightened  by  the  happy  conclusion  of  that  glorious     v 
display  of  arms  and  freedom  which  the  late  review  has  afforded 
to  so  many  thousands  of  admiring. citizens.   'We  feel  with  gra*     ' 
titude  the  readiness  and  politeness  with  which  your  Lordship 
•omplied  with  our  wishes  to  be  reviewed  by  your  Lordship :  we. 
also  thank  your  Lordship  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken,  in 
communicating  to  us  the  sentiments  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Lawyer's  Corps.     We  entertain  not  a  doubt,  that  in  every 
situation,  the  Volunteer  corps  of  this  country,  and  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  will  behave  and  conduct  themselves  as  they  .have 
hitherto  done,  iu  a  manner  suitable  to  the  character  of  good       > 
citizens,  and  true  friends  to  their  country. 

THOMAS  DAWSON,  Chainnaa. 

To  which  hisLordshipwas  pleased  to  give  the  following  answer: 

To  the  Officers  dnd  Deputies  of  the  Volunteer  Corps  reviewed  at 
Beffcuty  on  the  iStk,  l&h,  and  20th  days  of  July,  1781. 

Gentlemen.-— When,  in  consequence  of  the  honour  of  your 
choice,  I  was  last  year  witness  to  the  amazing  exertions  of  my 
brave  and  virtuous  countrymen  :  when  I  beheld  in  the  field  a 
powerful  army,  self-raised,  self-clothed,  self-paid,  and  discip* 
lined  by  its  own  efforts,  my  astonishment  was  so  great,  and  my 
satisfaction  so  perfect?  that  with  difficulty  I  found  words  to  ex- 
press my  sentiments  upon  the  interesting  occasion,  or  to  return 
due  thanks  for  the  happiness  afforded  mex,  and  the  high  honours 
conferred  upon  me.  What  then,  gentlemen,  must  be  my  pre* 
sent  situation  ?  How  can  I  expect  to  find  expressions  adequate 
to  explain  the  feelings  of  my  heart,  when  my  obligations  are 
redoubled  by  this  your  second  election,  ihd  when  the  great     \ 
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-  efforts  of  last  year  are  obliterated  and  lost  in  the  miraculous 
exertions  which  I  have  now  beheld  ?  When  your  numbers  are 
increased  twofold,  and  your  discipline  is  brought  to  a  degree 
of  perfection  which  the  most  experienced  veteran  must  admire. 
Silent  astonishment  can  alone  express  my  admiration — heartfelt 
gratitude  must  stand  in  the  place  of  thanks  \ 

Such  are  my  sentiments  when  I  reflect  6n  your  goodness 
towards  me— such  are  my  feelings  on  the  bare  contemplation 
of  your  strength  and  military  skill.  But  how  are  ^|pse  senti- 
ments exalted  when  I  consider  the  glorious  purpose  which  has 
called  you  together,  and  for  the  attainment,  of  which  you  have 
cheerfully  submitted  to  every  inconvenience  incident  to  the* 
v  self-raised  soldier ;  when  I  reflect  on  the  effects  which  your 
/  associations  have  already  produced,  and  upon  those  which  must 
follow  from  that  perseverance  of  which  there  can  now  be  no 
shadow  of  doubt.  When,  in  the  midst  of  war,  and  that  to® 
Accompanied  by  circumstances  of  the  most  alarming  nature,  I 
behold  my  country  fearless  of  invasion,  formidable  to  her  ene-* 
spies,  respected  by  her  sister  kingdom^and  an  object  of  vene- 
'ration  to  all  Europe  ;  when  in  this  unhappy  period  of  general 
confusion,  I  behold,  under  the  influence  of  your  arms,  internal 
tranquillity  restored,  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  firmly  es- 
tablished, commerce  released  from  those  unworthy  chains  by 
which  she  had  been  so  long  and  so  unjustly  bound,  and  con- 
stitutional Freedom  emerging  from  that  dark  abyss  into  which 
she  had  been  plunged  by  lawless  and  absurd  oppression  on  the 
one  lianclj  and  by  folly  aniL  corruption  oh  the  other. 

Go  on  then  my  virtuous  country  men — Persevere  in  the  line 
tvkichyou  have  hitherto  pursuei — Continue  to  join  every  virtue 
of  peace  to  all  the  abilities  of  war — Let  your  prudence  he  ani- 
mated by  patriotic  zeal,  and  your  spirit,  qs  heretofore,  be  regie- 
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lated  hy  cautious  wisdom,  and  by  a  thorough  sense  of  all  your 
duties  as  citizens— Go  on — Persevere — Oppression  is  impossible, 
and  Ireland  must  be  happy  ! 

Such,  gentlemen,  are  the  sentiments  of  my  heart,  which  I 
have  now  laid  before  you  as  an  offering  far  more  acceptable  to 
you,  than  a  vain  effort  to  express  my  gratitude  by  a  useless  • 
profusion  of  thanks.— J  say  useless,  because  I  am  confident, 
"that  knowing  the  benefits  you  have  bestowed  on  our  Country, 
and  the  honours  you  have  heaped  on  me,  and  thinking  of  my 
heart  as  I-hope  and  trust  you  dp,  you  cannot  for  a  moment 
doubt  how  ardently  ^nd  sincerely  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen,  your  most  obliged,  faithful, 
And  obedient  humble  Servant, 

CHARLEMONT. 

Resolved.— That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
address  to  our  exercising  officer,  Major  Dobbs,  expressive  of 
oar  thanks  for  his  most  excellent  plan  of  a  review,  and  for  his 
great  attention  and  judgment  in  the  execution  of  it, 

Resolved  unanimously.— That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  an  address  of  thanks  to  the  sovereign  and  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Belfast,  for  the  uncommon  hospitality  they  dis- 
played in  entertaining  the  different\orps  that  were  assembled 
here  during  the  late  review. 

Resolved.— That  such  corps  as  shall  choose  to  be  reviewed 
near  this  town  next  summer,  do  send  deputies  here  on  the  17th 
day  ofMarch  next,  to  choose  a  reviewing  general  and  exercising 
officer,  and  to  appoint  the  time  for  the  review. 

.     THOMAS  DAWSON,  Chairmah. 

•  Pursuant  to  the  above  resolution,  the  following  Addbesj 
%  was  preserved  to  Samitl  Black,  Esq.  Sovereign  of  Bkufast. 
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Sir.— We,  should  think  ourselves  devoid  of  every  principle 
that  distinguishes  gentlemen  and  citizens,  if  we  left  this  town 
without  expressing  the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  the  attention, 
hospitality,  and  public  spirit,  exerted  by  its  inhabitants  in  en- 
tertaining the  numerous  Volunteer  army  lately  reviewed  here. 
The  exertions  of  many  individuals  were  such,  as  in  less^mi- 
mated  days,  would  'find  difficulty  in  gaining  belief.  The  exer- 
'  tions  of  all,  we  are  convinced,  were  fully  equal  to  their  abilities, 
and  the  occasion.  To  you,  Sir,  and  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Billeting  Committee,  we  owe  our  particular  thanks.  We  beg 
youvmay  communicate  them  to  these  gentlemen,  and  make  oar 
gratitude  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  in  general 

We  are  not  without  hopes",  that  through  the  prudence  of 
the  officers  and  deputies  appointed  to  meet  in  Belfast  on  the 
17th  day  of  March  next,  and  through  the  gradual  progress  in 
equipment  that  maybe  expected  to  be  made  by  our  Volunteers, 
it  may  be  f  ontrived,  that  reviews,  so  necessary  to  encourage 
the  excellent  spirit  of  our  countrymen,  may  be  annually  conti- 
nued, and  may  be  sufficiently  numerous  to  answer  their  pur-» 
pose,  without  making  it  necessary,  in  future,  to  call  upon  those 
most  zealous  In  the  cause  of  freedom  and  their  country  for  ex- 
ertions, which,  however  willing  they  may  be  to  make  them, 
it  would  be  highly  ungenerous  and  inexpedient  in  us  to  give 
•ccasion  to.— $igned  by  order, 

THOMAS  DAWSON,  Chairman. 

To  Thomas  Dawson,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

Sib,— I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  very  polite  address 
•f  thanks,  which  I  immediately  communicated  to  the  inhabit 
ants  of  Belfast!  - 
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I  am  requested  by  them  to  assure  you,  that  they  .feci  pecu- 
liar satisfaction  in  finding  that  their  exertions  to  provide  enter- 
tainment and  accommodations  for  the  Volunteers  at  the  late 
Beview,  have  been  so  successful  as  to   merit  the  approbation. 
and  thanks  of  your  Committee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
SIR, 
With  respect,  ' 

Your  mos  t  obedient, 
and  most  humble  Servant, 

SAM*  BLACK,  Sov. 
Belfast,  Julp25,  1781. 

September  10.— PREPARATION  OF  THE    BELFAST  VOLUNTEER 
COMPANY  AGAINST  FOREIGN  INVASION. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company  at  Belfast, 
Tuesday  loth  September,  1781.— ^-Captain  Saunders,  in 
the  Cbair.  _ 

Resolved  unanimously,— That  in  the  present  alarming  crisi* 
•f  public  affairs,  when  a  hostile  fleet  is  hovering  upon  our  coasts, 
we  deem  it  necessary  to  put  ourselves  immediately  in  such  a 
condition  as  may  enable  us,  should  occasion  require,  to  take  the 
field  with  expedition  and  effect. 

Ordered,— That  the  Treasurer  do  with  all  possible  dispatch 
provide  camp  equipage  sufficient  for  the  whole  company,  with 
10,000  ball  cartridge,  and  every  other  requisite  that  may  ap- 
pear necesaary  for  the  above  purpose/' 
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Septem}**  11— ADDRESS  OF  THE  BELFAST  BATTALION  TO 
THE  LOtfb  LIEUTENANT,  WITH  OFFER  OF  MILITARY 
SERVICES.  ,  * 

u  To  his  excellency,  Frederic,  Earl  of  Carlisle,  Lieutenant 
General,  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland. 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency. 
We,  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  Belfast  Battalion  of 
Volunteers,  think  ourselves  called  upon  by  the  present  gene- 
ral alarm!  occasioned  by  the  enemy's  hovering  on  our  coasts, 
to  testify  our  loyalty  and  zeal ;  aud  therefore  we  beg  leave  to 
assure  your  Excellency  that,  in  case  of  invasion,  we  are  firmly 
.  determined  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  appear  to  be  most 
conducive  to  the  general  protection  and  safety  of  this  kingdom. 
Signed;  by  desire  of  the  Battalion,         v 

STEWART  BANKS." 

i 
To  which  Secretary  Eden  returned  an  answer  expressive 
of  the  high  satisfaction  received  by  his  Excellency  "  in  the 
loyaj  and  zealous  offers  of  service"  the  address  contained. 
-  October  8«,— "  Such  members  of  the  Knott  as  intend  dining 
together  at  Mr  Begg's  on  Friday,  the  12th  instant  (being  the 
anniversary  of  the  day  on  which  the  Commons  of  Ireland  de- 
clared that  "  it  is  not  by  temporary  expedients,  but  by  a  Frek 
Trade  alone  that  this  nation  is  now  to  be  saved  from  intoend* 
ing  ruin/')  are  requested  to  leave  their  names  with  Mrs  Beggs 
to-day  or  to-morrow,  that  Dinner  may  be  provided  according  ly» 
—Dinner  to  ba  on  the  table  at  four  o'clock. 
'  (Signed  by  order,)  AMYAS*  GRIFFITH." 

Ocldber  15. —Instructions  of  the  Inhabitants  ofjBelfek  to  the' 
Representatives'ofthe  Borough,  on  the  independency  of  the  Le- 
gislature 'and  the  Judges,  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  Jtyenditur* 
qf  Public  Money  fa  ( 
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*«  At  a  meeting  of  the  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Belfast,  n  the  town-house  of  Belfast*  • 
on  the  15th  day  of  ^October,  1781,  duly  convened  by  public 
notice  from  the  sovereign,  in  consequence  of  a  requisition  mad* 
to  him,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  representatives  in 

parliament  of  said  town : GEORGE  BLACK,  Esq.  Sov* 

reign,  in  the  Chair. 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  the  following  instructions  be 


To  the  Han.  Henry  Skeffington  and  Alexander  Crookshank, 
Esq.  Representative?  in  ParUamentJbr  the  Borough  of  Belfast. 

<jentlem?n* — At  the  commencement  of  a  session  of  parlia*  ' 
ment,  in  which  we  trust  that  our  civil  and  commercial  rights 
will  be  established  on  'a  solid  and  permanent  foundation,  we 
should  think  ourselves  wanting  in  duty  to  our  country  and  our 
posterity,  if  we  neglected  to  exercise  the  constitutional  right 
of  conveying  to  our  representatives  our  instructions  and  senti- 
ments, with  respect  to  some  points  which  we  conceive  to  be 
of  the  highest  national  importance. 

The  experience  of  your  zeal  and  vigilance  in  former  sessions 
precludes  the  necessity  of  urging  you  in  this  critical  juncture 
of  affairs,  diligently  to  attend  your  duty  in  parliament. 

We  instruct  you,  gentlemen,  to  use  your  most  strenuous  en* 
deavours  to  support  a  full  and  unequivocal  declaration,  that  the 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of  Ireland  constitute  the  only  au« 
thority  competent  to  make  laws  to  govern  this  kingdom. 

We  also  instruct  you  to  exert  yourselves  to  the  utmost,  to  , 
obtain  a  proper  modification  of  that  law  of  Sir  Edward  Foywg, 

6  .    ""      '  z 
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by  which  a  dangerouB  breach  is  made  in  the  most  interesting 
part  of  our  constitution. 

The  gerieifel  spirit  of  our  laws  obviously  intends  to  preserve 
the  liberty  and  property  of  every  individual  in  the  communis . 
tyt;  we  thertfore-iastnuct  you  to  endeavour  to  procure  ai}  Ha-  ' 
beas  Corpus  Act,  similar  to  that  in  our  Sister  Kingdom,  which 
is  justly  considered  as  the  most  perfect  security  of  the  personal , 
freedom  of  the  subject* 

\We  instruct  you  farther,  to  employ  your  best  abilities  and  . 
influence/  to  have  a  law.  passed,  by  which  the  Judges  will  hold 
their  places  during  their  good  behaviour  : — A  law  which  wilt* 
render  men  in  those  high  offices  more  respectable  and  indepen- 
dent; *Bd  consequently  ensure  a  due  and  impartial  administra- 
tion of  public  justice.'  .  > 

We  strongly  recommend  to  you,  ta  procure  a  revisal  of  the 
i&rtiny  Bill ;  which  in  its  present  form,  we  apprehend,  may 
be+of  dangerous  tendency,  because  it  is  unlimited  in  its  dura* 
tiorii 

We  reflect,  with  singular  satisfaction,  on  the  removal  of 
jriany  of  those  restrictions,  which  long  fettered  and  confined 
our  trade,  and  fomented  jealousies  and  animosities  between 
Great  Britain  and)  Ireland ;  but  we  must  observe  to  you,  Gen* 
tlemen,a  that  unless  a  fair  and  just  equalization  of  duties  is  ob- 
tained, we  shall  lose  some  of  the  most  material'  advantages 
which  we  expected  to  derive  from  the  extension  of  our  com-- 
xnme; 

The  expenditure  of  the  public  money  affords  an  ample  fiekj 
for  necessity  inquiry  J  we  instruct  your  diligently  to  promote 
that  inquiry ;  and  if  such  expenditure  shall  appear  to  have  beenv 
profuse  or  corrupt,  we  expect  jtou  will  use  your  utmost  ability 
to  reform  it  in  future. 
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When  we  see  our  coasts  insulted  and  our  trade  plundered 

y  by  pirates  and  hostile  privateers,  we  lament  that  the  present 
situation  of  Great  Britain,  environed  by  enemies,  incapacitate*! 
t>ur  gracious  sovereign  from  affording  to  bis  faithful  /Subjects. 
of  Ireland,  that  protection^  which  we  are  confident  he  .wishes  to 
grant;  and  on  that  account,  it  is  our  earnest  desire  to  see  a 

'  lew  frigates  speedily  fitted  out  and  employed,  at  the  expence, 
of  this  kingdom,  fin-  the  protection  of  the  Irish  trade,  and  under. 
the  command  of  the  Irish  government :  .this'  object  we  most 
warmly  recommend  to  your  attention,  atd  instruct  you  .taexert 
yennelves  to  promote  it— 'If  new  funds  aire  wanted  for  this 
most  salutary  purpose!  we  conceive  they  will  be  amply  produced 
by  appropriating  thereto  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  of  the 
new  duties  that  are  now  to  be  laid  on  West  Indian  and  Ame- 
rican produce. 

The  nndeviating  integrity  which  has  marked  your  conduct 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  entitles  you  to  our  fullest  confidence; 
and  assures  us  of  that  attention  to  these  instructions  which  it 
due  to  their  weight  and^knportance. 

-  We  are  encouraged  to  hope,  that  the  present  parliament  will 
hold  forth  an  eminent  example  of  judicious  determination,  firm*1 
ness  and  unanimity ;  which  will  secure  our  inestimable  rights 

N  and  privileges;  add  lustre  to  die  dignity  ptthe  national  assmfity, 
and  command  .the  gratitude  of  the  present  and  succeeding 
generations,   i  'vwBythe  direction,  and  at  ike. request  vf  the 

*  Corporation  dnd  principal  Inhabitants  assembled  in  the  Tontn* 
House.   . 

GEORGE  BLACK,  Sovereign.", 

To  these,  and  similar  instructions  and  remonstrances,  little 
attention  wfts  in  general  paid,  and  measures  of  a  more  decisive 
nature  began  now  to  be  adopted. .  On  the  28th  of  December 
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1781,  assembled  the  officers  and  delegates  of  the  Southern 
battalion  of  the  1st  Ulster  regiment,  commanded  by  Lord  Char- 
lemont,  and  having  declared  that  they  beheld  with  the  utmost 
concern,  the  ljttle  attention  paid  to  the  constitutional  rights  of 
Ireland,  by  the  majority  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  e*» 
tablish  and  preserve  them,  they  invited  every  Volunteer  assc~ 
ciation  throughout  the  province  of  Ulster  to  send  delegates  *6 
deliberate  on  the<alarming  situation  of  public  aflairs,  and  .fixed 
pn  Friday  the  15th  of  February  1782  fbrsuch  assembly  of  de- 
legates  at  Dungannon.  The  following  resolutions  were  adapt- 
ed, and  the  proceedings  subsequent  to  this  event  are  recorded 
in  chronological  prder ':— «   * 

«  ULSTER  VOLUNTEERS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  143  corps  of  Volun- 
teers, of  the  province  of  Ulster,  held  at  Dungannon,  on  Fxiday 
the  15th  of  February,  1782.— «Coconel  William  Iryinje, 
in  the  chair. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  asserted  that  Volunteers,  -as  such* 
cannot  with  propriety  debate,  or  publish  their  opinions,  on 
political  subjects,  or  on  the  conduct  of  parliament  or  puUio 
,  men* 

Resolved,  unanimous!*/)— That  a  citizen  ty  learning  the  use 
$f  arms  does  not  abandon  any  of  hi*  civil  rights* 

Resolved,  unanimously, *—Th&t  a  claim  of  any  body  of  men, 
other  than  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of  Ireland,  to.  make 
laws  to  bind  tlus  kingdom,  is  unconstitutional,  illegal,  and  a, 
grievance* 

Resolved,  (with  one  dissenting  poke  only,)— That  the.  power* 
exercised  by  the  Privy  Councils  of  both  kingdoms,  tinder,  or 
un^er  colour,  or  pretence  of,  th,e  law  of  Poyning's,  are  uncon* 
stitutional,  and  a  grievance,  * 


ifeS]  THE  HISTORY  OP  BELFAST.  ^sj. 

Resolved,' unanimously, —That  the  ports  of  this  country  are 
by  right  open  to  all  foreign  countries  not  at  war  with  the  King, 
and  that  any  burden  thereupon,  or  obstruction  thereto,  save 
only  by -the  parliament  of  Ireland,  are  unconstitutional,  illegal, 
and  a  grievance. 

Resolved,  (with  one  dissenting  voice  only ,J— That  a  Mutiny 
Bill,  not  limited  in  point  of  duration,  from  session-  to  session, 
is  unconstitutional,  and  a  grievance. 

Resolved,  unanimously^— That  the  independence  of  Judges  is 
equally  essential  to  the  impartial  administration  of  justice  in 
Ireland  as  in  England,  and  that  the  refusal  or  delay  of  this  right 
to  Ireland,  makes  a  distinction  where  there  should  be  no  disi 
tinction,  may  excite  jealousy  where  perfect  union  should  pre* 
Tail,  and  is  in  itself  unconstitutional,  and  a  grievance. 

Resohed,  (mth  eleven  dissenting  voices  only,  J— -That  it  is 
our  decided  and  unalterable  determination  to  seek  a  redress  of, 
these  grievances,  and  we  pledge  ourselves  to' each  other  and  to 
our  country,  as  freeholders,  fellow-citizens,  and  then  of  honour, 
that  we  will,  at  every  ensuing  election,  snpport»those  only  who 
have  supported  and  will  support  us  therein,  and  that  we  will 
use  all  constitutional  means  to  make  such  our  pursuit  of  re- 
dress speedy  and  effectual. 

Resolved,  f  Keith  one  dissenting  voice  only,}— That  the  Right 
Hon.  and  Hon.  the  Minority  in  Parliament,  who  have  support* 
ed  these '  our  constitutional  rights,  are  entitled  to  our  most 
grateful  thanks,  and  that  the  annexed  Address  be  signed  by 
the  Chairman,  and  published  with  these  Resolutions. 

Resolved,  unanimously,— That  four  members  from  each 
county  of  the  province  of  Ulster,  eleven  to  be  a  quorum,  be 
and  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee,  till  the  next  general 
meeting,  to  act  for  the  volunteer  corps  here  represented,  and, 
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as  occasion  shall  require,  to  call  general  meetings  of.  the 
province,  viz.  - 


province,  viz. 

The  Lord  Viscount  Enniskillen, 
Colonel  Mervyn  Archdall, 
Colonel  William  Irvine, 
Colonel  Robert  M'Clintock,     . 
Colonel  John  Ferguson, 
Colonel  John  Montgomery,    • 
Colonel  Cfaarlea  Leslie* 
Colonel  Francis  Lucas, 
Colonel  Thomas  Morris  Jones, 
.Colonel  J ume$  Hamilton, 
Colonel  Andrew  Thompson, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  Nesbitt, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  Stewart, 
Major  iames  Patterson, 
Majpr  Francis  Robbs, 
Major  James  M'Clintock, 


Major*  Charles  Duftfen, 
Captain  Jon.  Harvey, 
Captain  Robert  Campbell, 
Captain  Joseph  Pollock,    \ 
Captain  Waddel  Cunningham, 
Captain  Francis  Evans, 
Captain  John  Cope, 
Captain  James  Dawson, 
Captain  James  Acheson, 
Captain  Daniel  Eeeles, 
Captain  Thomas  Dickson, * 
Captain  David  Bell, 
Captain  John  Coulson, 
Captain  Robert  Black, 
Rev.  William  Crawford, 
Mr  Robert  Thompson. 


JR&dved  unanmowly*— That  said  ^qmqoittee  do  appoint 
nine  of  their  xnernbers  to  be  a  committee  m  Dublin*  in  order 
to  coflanwnLctfe  with  such  other  volunteer  associations  in.  the 
other  provinces  *s  may  think  proper  to  come  to  similar  resolu- 
tions, and  to  deliberate  with  them  on  Ahe  most  constitutional 
means  of  carrying  them  into  effect. 

Inconsequence  of  the  above  resolution*  the  Committee  have 
appointed  the  following  gentlemen  fiar  said  committee,  three  to 
he  a  quorum,  vjz. 


Colonel  Mervyn  Archdall, 
Colonel  William  Irvine, 
Colonel  John  Montgomery, 
Colonel  Thomas  Morris  Jones, 
Major  Francis  Dobbs, 


Captain  Frariciar  Evans, 
Cajrtam  Jame?  Dawson, 
Captain  Joseph  Pollocks 
Mr  Robert  Thomson. 


Resolved  unanimausly~-That  the  Committee  be*  and  are 
hereby  instructed  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  Province, 
Within  twelve  months  from  thw  day,  or  in  fourteen  da/s  after 
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the  dissolution  of  the  present  Parliament,  should  such  an  event 
sooner  take  place.  \ 

Resolved,  unanimously,— That  the  Court  of  Portugal  hare 
acted  towards  this  kingdom,  being  a  part  of  the  British  Em- 
pire, in  such  a  manner,  as  to  call  upon  us  to  declare,  and: 
pledge  ourselves  to  each  other,  that  we  will  not  consume  any. 
Wine  of  the  growth  of  Portugal^  and  that  we  will,  to  the  ex- 
tant of  oar  influence,  prevent  the  use  of  said  Wine,  save  and. 
except  the  Wine  at  present  in  this  kingdom,  until  such  time  aa 
our  exports  snairbe  received  in  the  kingdom  of  .-Portugal >  as 
the  manufactures,  of  .part  of  the  British  Empire. 

Resolved,  (with  two  dissenting  voices  only,  to  this  and  the 
Mowing  resolution, )'  That  we  hold  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment* in  matters  of  religion,  to  be  equally  sacred  in  others  as, 
ourselves. 

Resdhed,  therefore^  that*,  as  men  and  as  Irishmen,  as  Chris*/ 
tiansand  as  Protestants,  we  rejoice  in  the  relaxation  of. the 
penal  laws  against  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjects,  and 
that  we  conceive  the  measure  to,  be  fraught  with  the  happiest % 
consequences  to  the  union,  and  prosperity  of  the  inhabitants  of 

Resolved,  -unanimously,  That  the  Dundalk  Independent 
Troop  of  Light  Dragoons,  commanded  by.  Capt.  Thos.  Read, 
having  joined  a  regiment  of  this  Province,  the  1st  ^Tewry  re- 
giraent  or  ^Sctfry  Legion,  and  petitioning  to  be  received  as 
part  of  this  body,  and  under  its  protection,  is  accordingly 
hereby  received. 

Whereas  a  letter  has  been  received  by  the  Chairf*au  of  this  . 
acting,  from  the  united  Corps  of  the- county  of  Cavan,  Cofc 
Eneryin  Of*  Chair,  declaring  their  readiness  to  co-operate 
with  their  brother  Votaafteifftr  in  ewry  coneututianal  support 
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Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
presented  to  the  said  united  Corps  of  said  county  of  Cavan, 
for  their  spirited  resolution,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  meeting  be  inclosed  by  the  Chairman  to  ColJ  Enery, 
to  be  by  him  communicated  to  the  said  united;  Corps,  and  that 
they  shall  have  a  right,  if  they  choose,  to  be  associated  with  the 
corps  represented  at  this  meeting,  to  nominate  four  members  to 
act  with  those  already  appointed  as  a  Committee  by  the  Dele- 
gates at  this  meeting. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
presented  to  Capt.  Richardson  and  the  Dungannon  Light  Com- 
pany, for  their  politeness  in  mounting  guard  this  day. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
presented  to  the  Southern  Battalion  of  the  1st  Ulster  Regiment, 
commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Charlemont,  for  that  patriotic  zeal, 
which,  we  are  convinced,  induced  them  to  call' this  meeting; 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting 
be  presented  to  Col.  William  Irvine,  for  his  particular  proprie- 
ty and  politeness  of  conduct  in  the  chain 

Resolved,  unanimously  y  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
presented  to  Capt  James  Dawson,  for  his  readiness  in  under' 
taking  the  office  of  Secretary  to  this  meeting,  and  for  his  par- 
ticular attention  and  ability  in  the  laborious  duty  thereof.  . 

To  the  Right  Hon.  and  Ron.  the  Minority  in  both  House* 

of  Parliament 

Mr  Lords  and  Gcntlsmen, 

We  thank  you  Jbr  your  noble  and  spirited,  though  hitherto 

ineffectual  efforts,  in  defence  of  the  great  constitutional  and 

sommerciai  rights  of  your  country.     Go  on*    The  almost  unanU 

mous  voice  of  the  people  is  tvithyou;  and  in  a  free,  country  the 

tote  tf  the  people  muW  prmii.    We  kw  our  d$Uy  to  our 
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.  £toerogf»,.aj«i  are  foyail     JFe  feum  our  duty  to  ourselves,  and 
are  resolved  to  be  free.-    We  seek  Jot  our  rights,  and  no  more 
than  our  rights  ;  and,  in  so  just  a  pursuit,  toe  should  doubt  the 
being  of  a  Providence  if  we  doubted  of  success. 
Signed  by  order, 

WILLIAM  IRVINE,  Cbairnuu. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Resolved,  unanimously. —That  the  corps  of  this  province,  not 
represented  at  the  meeting  held  this  day,  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by  invited  to  join  in  the  ^solutions  of  said  meeting,  and  to  be- 
come members  of  the  said  association  oh  the  most  equal  footing. 

Resolved. — That  such  corps  as  may  choose  to  join  the  said 
association,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  communicate 
their  intentions  to  our  secretary,  Captain  Dawson,  Union-Lodge, 
Loughbrickland,  who  will  lay  the  same  before  the  chairman  and 
committee.  (Sighed  by  order)  x- 

WILLIAM  IRVINE,  Chairman* 

Haxefc  1— ADDRESS  OF  THE  BELFAST  BATTALION  OF  VO- 
LUNTEERS TO  TRAVKRS  HARTLEY,  ONE  OF  THE  RE- 
PRESENTATIVES FOR  THE  CITY  OP  DUBLIN  ;  WITH  HIS 

-    ANSWER. 

u.  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Belfast  Battalion,  on  Friday,  the 
1st  of  March,  1782.  ' 

The  Rev.  James  Bryson,  ib  the  Chair. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  following  Address  be  trans* 
mitted  by  our  Chairman,  Major  Brown,  and  Captains  Cun- 
ningham and  Bateson,  to  Travers  Hartley,  .Esq.  one  of  the 
Representatives  in  Parliament  for  the  City  of  Dublin. 

Sir,— When  you  were  called  forth  by  your  fellow-citizen?  to 

«  2  a 
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stand  as  a  candidate  at  the  late  election  of  a  representative  for 
the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom,  we  felt  the  greatest  satisfaction.' 
The  invitation  did  honour  to  their  discernment  and  wisdom; 
and  no  more  than  justice  to  your  excellent  and  acknowledged 
character.  When  the  attempt  to  send  such  a  member  to  the 
House  of  Commons  was  crowned  with  success,  through  your 
perseverance,  and  the  firmness,  integrity,  public  virtue,  and 
unconquerable  independence  of  the  electors,  our  satisfaction 
was  raised  into  emotions  of  a  more  exalted  qature :  such  emo- 
tions as  the  triumphs  of  struggling  virtue  must  ever  inspire* 

As  the  patriotic  conduct  of  yofcr  fellow -citizens  has  done  ho- 
nour to  the  metropolis,  we  hope  that  the  illustrious  example 
wil^convey  instruction  to  the  whole  kingdom,  and  universally 
excite  that  spirit  qf  freedom  and  independence  in  the  choke  qf 
the  representative  body,  which  alone  can  restore  to  us  our  in/tired 
rights,  find  preserve  usjromthe  destructive  influence  qf  senato- 
rial influence  and  court  dependence* 

Permit  us  therefore  to  congratulate  you,  Sir,  to  congratulate 
die  city  of  Dublin,  to  congratulate  the  whole  kingdom  on  this  ' 
happy  event ;  an  event  which  has  done  you  the  greatest  honour, 
addfed  one  man  more  of  unsuspected  virtue  to  i  the  senate,  and 
taught  the  nation  how  to  struggle  with  success  for  liberty.  May 
your  parliamentary  conduct  reflect  back  on  your  constituents 
as  much  honour,  as  they  have  already  conferred  on  you. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servants: 

(Signed  ty  order  of  the  Belfast  Battalion,  J 

JAMES  BfcYSON,  Chairman,  Chaplain  1st  company, 
JOHN  BROWN,  Major  of  Belfast  battalion. 
WADDELL  CUNNIHGHAM  Captain  1st  company." 
RICHARD  BATESON,  Capt  Whit*Houw  Veto**. 
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To  which  Mr  Hartley  returned  the  following  answer. 

To  the  Gentlemen  composing  the  Belfatt  BaUaUon. 

Gentlemen, 
I  do  not  wonder  that  a  body  of  men  formed  not  only  for 
the  protection  of  their  country  against  foreign  enemies,  but 
tot  the  constant  assertion  of  its  constitutional  rights,  should 
highly  enjoy  the  triumph  of  the  free  and  independent  electors 
of  the  metropolis  over  the  exertions  of  power  and  undue  influ- 
ence;—there  Is  a  sympathy  between  virtuous  minds.  The 
favourable  idea  which  you  have  conceived  of  me,  correspondent 
to  that  of  my  worthy  fellow  citizens,  does  me  great  honour. 
In  acting  a  part  agreeable  to  the  sense  of  my  constituents, 
winch  I  shall  ever  invariably  do,  I  shall  be  secure  of  your  ap* 
probation,  and  that  of  every  friend  to  his  country  throughout 
the  wnole  kingdom.  With  the  heart-felt  satisfaction  attending 
a  consciousness  of  integrity,  to  find  my  conduct  approved  of  by 
the  wisest  and  best  of  my  fellow  subjects,  will  ever  yield  ta 
me  the  highest  enjoyment 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 
v  Your  most  obliged 

And  obedient  servant, 
TRAVERS  HARTLEY." 
DubUn,  6th  March,  1788.  • 

March  1<— Address  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company  t+ 
Trovers  Hartley,  and  the  Free  and  Independent  Electors  of  the 
City  of  BubUn,  %c 

\  "  At  a  meeting  of  die  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  held  at 
tbe  Donegal!  Arms  the  first  of  March,  1788.— —Lieutenant 
Joam  Galt  Suit*  in  the  Chair. 
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Resolved,  unanimously,— That  the  delegates  of  the  Ulster 
Volunteers,  who  met  at  Dungannon  the  15th  of.  last  month, 
are  entitled  to  our  warmest  thanks  for  their  conduct  on  that 
day,  and  we  request  they  may  accept  of  the  same,  as  a  tribute 
justly  due  to  their  wisdom,  temper,  spirit,  and  firmness,  ok 
that  important  occasion ;  and  that  the  thanks  of  this  corps  be 
given  to  the  gentlemen  who  represented  us  at  that  meeting  foe 
the  propriety  of  their  conduct,  so  perfectly  coinciding  with  the 
sentiments  and  instructions  of  their  constituents.  v 

Resolved,    unanimously, — That  the    following    address    t» 

Traverg  Hartley,  Esq.  and  the  free  and  independent  elector* 

'"of  the  city  of  Dublin,  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  and  published 

with  these  resolutions,  and  that  the  Chairman  do  enclose  a 

copy  of  said  address  to  Mr  Hartley; 

JOHN  GALT  SMITH,  Chairman. 

To  Travers  Hartley,  Esq.   and  the  Free  and  Independent 
Electors  qfthe  City  of  Dublin.. 
Gentlemen, 
At  a  time  when  the  instructions  of  constituents  are  by  so 
many  of  the  representative  body  treated  with  contempt,  when 
the  delegate  on   great  national  questions  presumes  to  act 
eontrary  to  the  directions  of  Ihose  who  sent  him,  and  from 
whom  alone  he  derives  his  power ;  and  when  the  mandate  of  a 
minister,  not  the  interest  of  a  nation,  forms  the  only  rule  of 
conduct  to  so  many  of  those  who  ought  to  guard  the  people's 
rights,  we  rejoice  to  see  a  man  of  known  virtue,  and  incor- 
ruptible integrity,  chosen  a  representative  in  parliament  for  the 
metropolis  of  the  kingdom,  we  honour  the  wisdom,,  the  perse- 
verance, and  the  firmness  of  the  electors,  we  severe  the  many 
▼irtues  of  the  elected.     With  sanguine  hopes  we  marked  the 
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progress  of  the  contest  in  which  you  have  been  engaged,  your 
success  has  been  answerable  to  our  earnest  wishes.*— Accept 
then,  on  the-auspicious  occasion,  the  congratulations .  of  the 
Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  a  body  of  men  whose  bejuts,  like 
your  own,  beat  warm  in  your  country's  cause.  We  sincerely 
congratulate  you,  ourselves,  and  the  nation,  on  the  glorious 
triumph  you  have  obtained  over  the  undue  influence  exerted 
against  you ;  and  we  offer  you  our  warmest  thanks  for  the 
noble  struggle  you  have  made  in  favour  of  Freedom  of  Election, 
the  success  which  has  crowned  that  struggle,  we  hail  as  a  happy 
omen,  and  hope  your  bright  example  will  be  followed  by  all 
the  electors  of  Ireland.— We  live  in  a  county  which, 4rom  its 
past  conduct,  merited  to  be  well  represented  in  the  present 
parliament ;  and  may  we  be  no  longer  admitted  among  free 
citizens  and  free  soldiers,  if  we  do  not  strive  to  be  better 
represented  in  the  next  By  order  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer 
,  Company.  i 

JOHN  GALT  SMITH,  Chairman. 

To,  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company. 
Mr  HARTLBY'i  Answer. 

Gentlemen, — In  your  truly  patriotic  Address,  ybd  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  connect  me  with  the  free  and  indepen- 
dent Electors  of  the  City  of  Dublin ;  the  most  honourable 
'  connection  I  can  possibly  have,  and  which  by  my  conduct  I 
shall  be  ever  careful  to  preserve.  Those  virtuous  citizens,  as 
you  justly  observe,  have  set  a  bright  example  to  their  fellow- 
subjects  throughout  the  kingdom  worthy  of  their  general  imi- 
tation; they  have  manifested  their  sense  of  the  importance  of 
Freedom  of  Election,  and  their  firmness  in  that  great  cause 
has  been  attended  with  suitable  success ;  may  your  future  ex- 
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ertions  of  a  similar  nature  be  attended  with  equal  success— *I% 
remains  now  for  roe  to  evince  by  roy  parliamentary  conduct, 
that  my  professions  to  my  fellow-dtizens  nave  been  sincere, 
and  to  maintain  in  practice  that  doctrine,  which  I  have  al- 
ways held  in  opinion,  that  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  con* 
stituents  is  the  indispensible  duty  qf  representatives.  The  very 
favourable  opinion  you  have  conceived  of  me  personally,  does 
me  great  honour ;  and  you  may  be  assured  I  set  a  just  value 
on  it,        I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

your  obliged  and     . 
obedient  servant, 
Dublin,  March  6, 1783.  TRA VERS  HARTLEYS 

/ 
?  To  Tracers  Hartley,  Esq.  omecfthe  Representatives  in  Farm 
UamaUforiheCityg/DuUin. 
Sir,    ^ 

We,  the  merchants  and  other  principal  inhabitants  rf  th» 
town  of  Belfast,  take  this  earliest  opportunity  to  offer  you  our 
sincere  congratulations  on  the  happy  event  of  your  being 
i  elected  a  representative  ofthe  City  of  Dublin.  We  consider  is 
•s  a  proof  of  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  electors  of 
that  city.  We  rejoice  in  it,  as  an  addition  to  the  wisdom  and 
virtue  of  the  senate;  from  the  'choice  of  such  men  we  foresee 
the  confirmation  of  all  our  national  rights;  and  we  behold  it 
,as  a  pledge,  that  the  principles  of  trade,  and  facts  regarding  our 
commerce,  shall  be  more  clearly  explained,  and  more  folly 
stated  to  the  commons  of  Ireland,  than  they  ever  can  be/ 
without  the  aid  of  men  possessed  of  real  commercial  know, 
ledge.  x  ; 

We  most  sincerely  wish,  that  on  every  future  occasion  the 
rest  of  the  kingdom  may  Mow  the  illustrious  example  of  the 
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city  of  Dublin,  both  in  the  uninfluenced  wisdom  of  their  choice, 
and  die  incorruptible  freedom  and  Independency  of  their  pro* 


We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
SIR, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servants, 


*aL  Jones,  CMrman, 

Thomas  Sfrudan*,.^ 

James  Weir, 

Thomas  Hyde,  - 

Bicfaud  Bateson, 

W»  Jt  J.  Brown, 

Thomas  Lyons, 

J.  &  J.  Holmes, 

W.  Cunningham, 

Thomas  Gregg, 
'  J.  Campbell  &  Co. 

William  Ramsey, 

William  Irvin, 

James  Hamfll, 

Hugh  M'lhrain,    v 

WflUam  Seed, 

Robert  Linn, 

Hercules  M'Comb, 

James  Stevenson, 

Alexander  Armstrong, 
'  Hugh  Crawford, 

James  Pinkerton, 

James  Ferguson, 

James  Gait  Smith,      * 

Daniel  Blow, 

David  Tomb, 

Henry  Joy, 

Samuel  M'Tier,  ' 

.John  Mathers,  : 

T.  Bateson  &  Co. 

T.  Harding  &  Co. 

#lewarts»Thomson&Co 


R.  H.  &  A.  Hyndman, 
Samuel  Brown, 
Brown,  Cunningham  & 

Co. 
Aaneaty  &  Lilly, 
Robert  Getty, 
Isaac  Miller, 
Thomas  Stewart, 
Robert  Wallace, 
John  Kwing, 
Andrew  Hyndman. 
Alexander  Arthur, 
Cunningham  Gregg, 
Samuel  Ashmore, 
Robert  Carson, 
John  NeUson, 
J.'  Henderson, 
Archibald  Scott, 
James  Graham, 
Francis  Taggart, 
Patrick  Qaw, 
Joseph  Stevenson, 
Cavan  &  Seed, 
Thomas  Hardin, 
William  Bryson, 
James  Park,  Jun. 
Alexander  BlackwelJ, 
James  Park, 
John  Bashford, 
Thomas  Andrews,  .  , 
,M*Kedy  &  Stevenson, 
Crawford&CHnningbam 


Thomas  Lyle, 
John  Smith, 
Alexander  Orr, 
Robert  Gordon, 
William  Magee, 
James  Magee, 
John  Hay, 
John  Luke, 
John  Cra|g* 
Michael  Linn, 
David  M'Tier, 
Thomas  MflUken, 
John  Campbell, 
Robert  Thomson, 
Luke,  Murphy.  Hay* 

lett.  &  Co. 
William  Boyle, 
Duke  Berwick/,  &  Co. 
Robert  Knox, 
Robert  Lylburn, 
Walter  Crawford, 
Wilson,    Joyce,    & 

Kennedy, 
James  Ferguson, 
Robert  Stevenson, 
William  Harrison, 
John  Brown, 
NatftWiiel  WOsOn, 
Robert  Joy,   , 
John  Carson, 
Jdhn  Clarke, 
James  Begg*" 


*  March  1.— «  The  Belfast  Troop,  the  Belfast  Battalion,  and 
the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  pa/aded  and  fired  three  yd* 
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lies,  to  testify  their  joy  at  the  triumph  obtained  by  freedom 
and  independence,  over  Cpurt  influence,  venality  and  corrup- 
tion, by  the  election  of  Mr  Hartley.  From  parade  they  march* 
ed  to  the  principal  inn— drank  Mr  Hartley  and  jthe  free  and 
independent  electors  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  may  their 
bright  example  ba  followed  by  the  whole  kingdom  with  equal 
sacce^s,— The  Minority  of  both  Houses  of  .Parliament*  and  a 
speedy  confirmation  jto  the  rights  of  Ireland.— The  Delegates  ' 
of  the  Ulster  Volunteers!  and  may  their  example  be  universal- 
ly followed.-— With  a  few  more  patriotic  toasts.  And  they 
agreed  unanimously  to  address"  Mr  Hartley  and  the  free  and 
independent  electors  of  Dublin  on  the  occasion. , 

The  Merchants  and  Principal  Inhabitants  also  assembled  in 
the  evening,  and  agreed  unanimously  to  a  similar  address  ;  and 
the  evening  concluded  with  a  bonfire,  illuminations,  &c" 

March  7.— MEETING  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  TO  ADOPT  THE 
.  DUNGANNON  RESOLUTIONS,  Ac.  - 

"  To  the  Sovereign,  and  Burgesses,  the  Gentlemen;  Clergy, 
Freeholders,  anil  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bel- 
fast.       :  .  , 

GENTLEMEN, 

As  we  conceive  our  fellow  citizens,  relations,  and  friends,  the 
brave  and  virtuous  Volunteers,  the  assertors  of  our  rights  and 
liberties,  the  protectors  of  our  properties  and  lives,-  entitled  to 
every  countenance  and  support  which  the  pepple  at  large  can 
give ;  as  we-know  not  any  better  mode  of  affording  that  coun- 
tenance and  support,  than  by  acceding  to  the  resolutions  en- 
tered into  by  their  delegates,  on  the  15th  of  last  month  at' 
Dun'gannon,  and  exerting  every  constitutional  means  in  our 
power  to  render  the  same  effectual ;  and  as  it  is,  in  our  opinion, 
a  duty  incumbent  on  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  the  Capital  rf 
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Xyster,  to  be  amongst  t^ie  first  in  every  measure  tendipg  tq 
national  good ;  We  request  your  attendance  at  the  Market- 
boose,  on  Thursday  next,  at  noon*  to  deliberate  on  these  mat* 
ftctrs,  And  ^etsrmjne  jrhat  is  proper  to  be  ojone  On  the  occasion^, 
^JFe  fire  jnost  respectfully. 
Gentlemen, 

Xqur  obedient 
Humble  Servants^ 


James  Ferguson, 

Sinclare  Kelbarn, 
James  Carson, 
Francis  Hamilton, 
Valentine  Jones, 
James  Magee, 
GeargeFergnson, 
WilHainBu|5ess, 
James  Bryson,, 


William  Lair4, 
Thomas  Stewart, 
John  Bwing, 
John  Mathers, 
Alexander  Orr, 
Behert  WaUace 
Jpjin  M'Cracken, 
James  Patterson, 
Archibald  Scott, 


Thomas  Sinclaire, 

John  Campbell, 

James  Park, 

Joseph  Stevenson., 
Patrick  Gaw,   . 

Hobert  Gordon^ 
James  Crombie, 
Samuel  Ashmore, 
James  Carson. 


Belfast,  M*roh  4,  1782- 


TOWN-HOUSE,  BELFAST,  March  J,  1T83. 

At  a  very  numerous  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  called  by 
pubHjy  notice,  dated  the  4th  instant,  signed  by  *5  of  th*  pro* 
«pal  inhabitants,  and  published  in  the  Belfast  NewsfLettfir. 

*  ?ioM4«.SaiCLA^ap,  Esq.  jn  fhe  qhair. 

^Tie  requisition,  calling  the  meeting  and  stating  the,  business, 
-  ^pp^d.for  deliberation,  being  read  fcy  the  Chairman;  the 
^€5eli^op<mtered  into  by  the  Ulster  Volunteers  at  Dungan* 
m^  the  ISth  ult  irere  read  paragraph  by  paragraph. 
7  ?  B 
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1st.  Resolved  unanimously*— Th&f  we   highly    approve  of, 
and  cordially  accede  to  the  said  Jresolutions,  a*  calculated  to 
promote  the  just  rights,  and  no  more  than  the  just  rights  of- 
Ireland ;  as  conceited  with  temper  and  moderation,  yet  animat- 
ed with  a  spirit  becoming  men  determined  to  be  free. 

2d.  Resolved  unanimously That  the  said  Volunteers  are  . 

entitled,  to  our  warmest  thanks,  which  we  request  they  may 
accept  as  a  tribute  justly  due  to  their  wisdom,  temper  and 
firmness  on  that  important  occasion. 

3d.  Resolved  unanimously.— That  it  is  our  decided  and  un- 
alterable determination  to  seek  a  redress  of  the  grievances  in 
said  Resolutions  mentioned,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  said 
Volunteers,  and  all  others  who  have  acceded,  or  shall  accede, 
thereunto,  as  well  as  with  our  fellow-electors  and  .the  people  ' 
at  large,  by  every  constitutional  means  in  our  power,  to 
render  such  our  pursuit  of  redress  speedy  and  effectual. 

4th.  Resolved  unanimously.— That  we  will,  and  we  hereby 
do  pledge  ourselves,  to  each  other  and  to  our  country,  as  free* 
holders,  fellow-citizens,  and  men  of  honour ;  that  we  will,  at 
every  ensuing  election,  support  those,  and  only  those,  who 
have  supported  and  will  most  solemnly  and  unequivocally  en- 
gage to  support  us,  in  our  pursuit  of  such  redress.    . 

5th.  Resolved  unanimously.— That  the  Right  Hon!  and 
Hon.  the  minority  in  Parliament,  who  have  supported  our  con- 
etitutional  rights  are  entitled  to  our  wannest  thanks :  that  we 
honour,  esteem,  and  revere  them,  as  the  guardians  of  our 
liberties  and  rights  ;  that  we  most  cordially  approve  of  the  Ad- 
dress to  them  published  by  the  Ulster  Volunteers ;  that  it  speaks 
.our  thoughts  in  language  which  cannot  be  mended,  and  there- 
fore we  desire  to  be  considered  as  sincere  subscribers  to  it. 

6th.  Resolved  unanimously* — That  the  members  of  the  house 
ef  Commons  art  the  Representatives  ©F,  and  derive  their, 
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power  solely  from  the  People  ;;  and  that  a  denial  of  this 
principle  by  any  of  them,  or  a  conduct  directly  contrary  there* 
to,  would  be  to  abdicate  the  representation. 

.  7th.  Resolved  unanimously. — That  if  any  Irishman  has  been,  N 
or  shall  be,  hardy  enough  to  assert,  that  any  body  o£  men, 
Other  than  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of  Ireland,  had, 
have,  or  ought  to  have  a  right  to  make  laws  to  bind  this  realm, 
in  any  case  whatsoever,  every  such  man  insults  the  Majesty 
of  the  King  of  Ireland,  the  dignity  of  its  Parliament,  and  the.' 
whole  body  of  its  people,  is  an  enemy  to  this  kingdom,  and 
ought  to  be  reprobated  as  such  by  every  friend  of  Ireland. 

8th.  Resolved  unanimously. — That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is, 
most  earnestly  recommended  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince, to  assemble  in  their  several  towns  and  Parishes  to  delibe- 
rate on  these  matters,  and  in  case  they  shall  approve  thereof, 
to  enter  into  similar  associations;  as  yre>  are  fully  convinced  that  v 
nothing  is  now  wanting  to  establish  and  secure  the  freedom 
and  prosperity  of  Ireland  but  the  avowed  union  of  its  People* 
THOS.  SINCLAIRE,  Chairman." 

March  14.-— Address  to  the  Earl  of  Don  kg  all,  on  tin) 

ZKAX  IN    PROMOTING  THE  LAGAN  NAVIGATION,   &C* 

"  At  a  very  full  meeting  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and. 
principal  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  called  by  public  notice,  and 
held  at  the  Market-house,  on  the  14th  of  March,  17*2. 

Valentine  Jones,  Esq.  in  the  Chair.     - 

A  letter  from  Charles  Henry  Talbot,  Esq.  to  George  Portis 
Esq.  having  been  communicated  to  this  meeting,  by  which 

*  The  Lagan  Navigation,  or  canal  between  Belfast  and  Lough  Neagh. 
was  commenced,  pursuant 'to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  in  1753.  See  th« 
>tf  eft  of  Parliament  relative  to  Lagan  &Lvigation9  Printed  ty  Joseph  Snyth* 
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letter  we  *re  informed,  that  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of 
Donegall  has  engaged  an  able  Engineer  to  Come  over  here  im- 
mediately and  superintend  the  Lagan  Navigation ;  that  hid 
Lordship  has  determined  to  advance  money  sufficient  entirely 
.  to  complete  the  same,  and  to  set  apart  such  annual  sum  fot 
that  purpose,  as  may  be  requisite  to  finish  the  whole  from  betice 
to  Lough  Neagh  in  lour  years.  -  " 

Resolved  Unanimously. — That  we  [entertain  the  highest  ani 
most  grateful  sense  of  his  Lordship's  liberality  and  kind  atten- 
tion to  the  interest  and  welfare  of  this  town,  oil  thirf  and 
many  former  occasions ;  and  that  we  deem  it  odr  indispfcrisi 
a'ble  duty,  in  the  most  respectful  and  most  public  manner,  to 
toffet  to  his' Lordship  our  sincere  and  warmest  thanks,  for  hift 
hiany  acts  of  munificence  towards  us,  and  above  all,  on  this 
most  important  occasion,  wherein. the  Improvement  and  pros- 
perity of  his  Lordship's  town  of  Belfast,  and  his  estate  con- 
tiguous thereunto,  as  well  as  of  the  country  m  general^  are  so 
Very  deeply  interested, 

Resolved  'unanihtously.—Thzt  the  following  Address  be  sign* 
*d  by  the  chairman,  in  the  name  of  this  meeting,  and  forwarded} 
Wiethe  foregoing  and  this  resolution,  to  the  Right  Honour- 
*bfe  the  Earl  of  Donegall. 

To  ike  flight  Honour abte  fhe  Eari  ofDontgmtL 

'  MV  LoW>.— We,  the  Merchants,  Traders,  and  principal  ftw 
habitants  of  your  Lordship's  Town  of  Belfast*  deem  it  our  in* 
'dispensable  duty  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  acknow* 
^  Ted|j[ng  ^our  Lordship's  mdst  liberal  intention,  communicated 
by  Charles  Henry  Talbot,  Esq.  of  immediately  tending  oVer 
Wa  able  engineeV  to  superintend  the  Lagan  havigatiD0,nnd  of 
Vdvancing  moiiey  sufficient  to  complete  the  same  from  htehcetd 
tough  Neaghinfou^years;.  With  gratitude  we  afcknowteilge  tbi 


ifti]  tfcft  HISTOnV  to  TOLFAS'h 

many  instances  We  have  already  experienced  of  your  Lordship"* 
generous  attention  to  the  prosperity  of  this  town  and  neighbour- 
hood ;  die  magnitude  and  extent  of  the  favour  you  are  now 
pleased  to*  hold  forth  td  as,  inspired  our  breasts  with  the  high- 
est sense  of  yoof  Lordship's  munificence  ;  the  advantages  that 
tnust  result  from  this  great  work,  to  the  commerce  and  manu- 
factures of  this  par*  of  the  kingdom,  we  contemplate  with  joy ; 
^  and  we  trust  that  they  will  be  remembered  by  posterity  with 
gratitude.  Permit  us,  my  Lord*  in  this  public  manner,  to  re- 
turn you  our  warmest  ackndwledgttftentft  for  an  instance  of  li- 
berality hitherto  unexampled  in  this  kingdom,  and  to  assure 
.your  Lordship,  that  by  a  wise  improvement  of  the  favours  you 
have  conferred,  and  are  still  continuing  to  confer  upon  us,  we 
shall  be  ambitious  to  render  ourselves  worthy  of  them.— That 
your  Lordship  may  live  long  to  enjoy  the  heartfelt  satisfaction 
of  doing  good,  and  of  being  the  indulgent  landlord  of  a  grate- 
fad  tenantry*  is  the  ardent  wish  of 

My  Lord*  your  Lordship's 

Most  respectful  and  obedient  Servants* 

■  >  • 

$fy  the  instruction^  and  in  the  name  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Belfast 

VAL.  JONES,  Chairman* 

Rtsohed  unanim&usly.— That  the  chairman  do,  in  the  name 
Of  this  meeting,  inform  Charles  Henry  Talbot,  Esq.  that  wis 
are  fully  sensible  of  the  obligations  we  are  under  for  his  activity 
and  diligence  in  bringing  this  great  business  to  a  state  of  such 
forwardness,  as  well  as  for  those  inclinations  to  promote  Lord 
Donegairs  interest,  and  the.  good  of  this  town  and  estate  (at 
all  times  inseparably  united, )  which  first  induced  him  to  take 
an  active  part  in  this  affair,  and  we  request  he  may  accept  our 
thanks  for  the  \ 
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Resolved  unanimously. — That  the  address  to  Lord  Donegall, 
and  these  Resolutions,  be  published  in  the  Irish  and  English 
Papers.  ,    VAL.  JONES,  Chairman. - 

«  Comparative  View   of  the  Linrnb  Shipped  at  Belfast  and 
Netvryfrom  '25th  March,  1781,  to  25th  March,  1782.   * 

From  Belfast ' 4,196,714  Yards 

FromNewry 2,*68,586  Ditto. 


l,«38,189.w 

April  6.— Address  of  the  three  Belfast  Volunteer  Companies  to 
the  Larne  Independents,  on  their  secession  from  the  same 
Volunteers. 

«  At  a  full  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  held 
on  the  6th  of  April,  1782,  for  the  annual  election  of  officers    ■    ■ 
>  Mr  JAMES  FERGUSON  in  the  Chair. 

The  Resolutions  of  the  Larne  Independents,  published  in 
the  Belfast  News-Letter  of  yesterday,  being  read  : 

Resolved  unanimously.— That  this  Company,  originally  form- 
ed upon,  and  uniformly  governed  by  principles  the  most  inde- 
pendent, view  with  singular  pleasure  and  high  approbation, 
every  measure  calculated  to  support,  or,  where  lost,  to  restore 
that  freedom  and  independence  so  essentially  necessary  to  be 
maintained  in  every  corps  of  the  Volunteer  Army,  towards 
'  which,  their  being  commanded  only  by  men  of  independent 
principles,  and  invariably  attached  to  the  rights  of  Ireland,  is, 
in  our  opinion,  absolutely  needful. 

Resolved  unanimously*— That  our  chairman  do  request  the 
Larne  Independents  to  favour  us  with  their  company  at  the 
ensuing  review  at  Belfast,  and  at  same  time  inform  them,  that 
as  we  presume  they  cannot  yet  be  provided  with  camp  equipage, 
this  company  will  think  themselves  honoured  in  accommodating 
them  during  the  same* 

JAMES  FERGUSON;  Chairman. 


*  X 
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To  Mr  Thomas  Moore,  Chairman  of  a  Meeting  of  Privates 
of  the  Royal  Lame  Volunteers,  held  on  the  %d  Aprils  1 782. 

Sir. — We  have  observed  in  the  Belfast  News  Letter,  Reso- 
lutions of  "  a  respectable  meeting  of  privates  of  the  Royal 
Lame  Volunteers,"  declaring  a  secession  from  that  company, 
and  the  formation  of  a  new  one  under  the;  name  of  the  Larne 
Independents. 

The  exalted  principle  on  which  that  secession  is  founded, 
*  claims  at  all  times,  but  particularly  "  at  this  important  crisis, 
when  the  spirit  of  the  nation  seems  roused  to  a  proper  sense 
of  its  dignity,"  the  warm  approbation  of  every  corps  determined 
like  the  Larne  Independents  to  be  free ;  and  detesting  every 
attempt  to  stifle  the  liberal  sentiments  of  Freemen  and  Volun- 
teers, on  public  measures. 

As  it  cannot  be  expected  the  Larne  Independents  will  be 
provided  with  camp  equipage  in  time  for  the  ensuing  Belfast 
Review, — if  it  should  be  the  intention  of  that  company  to  at- 
tend, we  should  deem  ourselves  highly  honoured  by  their  ac- 
cepting such  accommodation  on  that  occasion  as  is  in  the  power 

•f  this  company  to  provided 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Belfast 

First  Volunteer  Company, 
WADDELL  CUNNINGHAM,  Chairman. 

BELFAST  BATTAJLION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Battalion,  held  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  of 
April,  1782— Lieutenant  Colonel  BANKS  in  the  Chair: 
.  From  various  recent  instances  in  this  country,  it  appears  ex- 
pedient now  to  declare,  that  it  is  totally  subversive  of  the  spirit 
of  Volunteer  associations,  that  officers  should,  in  any  case  re- 
garding political  measures,  pretend  to  determine  for  their  corps, 
«r  ia  any  maj*ner  prevent  ^.obstruct  their  free  deliberation* 


% 
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Resolved,  therefore,  unanimously.— Thfit  as  no  part  of  t$? 
Battalion  ever  has  hew,  so  it  never  shall  be,  bound  in,  such 
cases,  by  any  act  which  has  not  first  been  proposed  to,  delibe-j 
rated  on,;  and  approved  by  the  Privates  of  the  several  compa* 
nies,  or  by  the  whole  body  in  its  collective  capacity. 

Resoleed  unanimously.*— That  the  following  Address  be  trans- 
mitted to  Mr  Thomas  Moore!  chairman  of  a  meeting  of  Privates 
'  of  the  Itoyal  Larae  Volunteers,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1782  ;  when 
they  declared  a  secession  from  that  corps,  and  the  formation, 
of  $  new  one,  under  the  name  of  the  La^nb  Independents. 


Sir.— We  behold  with  admiration  the  noljle  example  e^bi* 
frited  by  the  Lflrne  Independents  to  the  community  gfelarge*  by 
a  public  avowal  of  their  abhorrence  qf  certain  "attempts  t% 
shackle  their  minds,-  and  to  rob  them  pf.Qne  qf  the  highest 
pritjlegqs  of,their  n^ure— the  right  of}private  judgment. 

We  are  w<ejl  wured  tjbpt  ,bq  spirited  *n  effort  of  jfttriotic 
jejdjn/tbe  town  of  .Larae,  wjll,  at  this. era  of  Mali  virtue,  en- 
d*ar  ibem  tO)ev^ry  gpod  citizen,  and  papUcularly  (o  the,Ulstcr 
^ofamteer  Awnjifttion ;  which  they  have  hpnpuDsd  by  the  ^o 
cession  of  a  corps  raised  on  the  ruins  of"  a+restraint"  too.ig* 
nominious  "  for  the  ranks,  of  Freemen  and  Volunteers,"  and  fit 
pnly  '*  for  the  stalls  of  asses  or  beasts  of  burden.*1 

'We  entertain  the  strongest  hopes  that  in  a  short  time  not  a 
jingle  company  will  be  found  sq  servile \and  6ase  as  on  any  con- 
sideration to  decline  the  honour  of  contributing  to  the  approach- 
ing emancipation  of  this  ancient  kingdom-^-a  kingdom,  whose 
loyalty  can  only  be  equalled  by  her  unmerited  distresses,  And 
whose  warmest  wishes  never  extended  beyond  a  compteta  en- 
joyment of  the  British  constitution ;  of  which  no  power  on 
earth  ceuld,  without  evident  ty Fanny,  attempt  to  deny  or  di? 
vtit  her.  , 


r; 
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With  hearts  fall  of  gratitude,  the  Lame  Independent  return 
their  unfeigned  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Belfast  first  Vo« 
luateer  Company,  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  and  Belfast  Bat- 
talion, for  their  flattering  Addresses ;  and  the  two  former  in 
particular,  for  their  polite  and  generous  offer  of  accommodation 
during  the  intended  review,  which  they  with  infinite  pleasure 
accept  . 

They  beg  leave  to  assure  those  very  respectable  corps,  that 
it  gives  them  the  most  exalted  satisfaction  to  find  that  their 
conduct  has  merited  the.  approbation  of  gentlemen  who  have 
ere*  stood  foremost  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  in  support  of 
the  rights  of  mankind,  and  to  whose  spirited  example  this  long 
oppressed  kingdom  owes  the  means  of  her  "  approaching  eman- 
cipation." w 

(Signed  by  order  of  the  Lame  Independents) 
Lame,  April  12,  HU2.  JOHN  WHITE,  Secretary." 

April  6.— Address  of  the  Committee  of  the  Dungannon  Dele* 
gates  to  the  Electors  and  Members  of  Parliament  in  Ulster,  on 
their  duties,  and  the  conduct  to  be  pursued  by  them  at  the  aj>+ 
froaching  General  Election. 

"  ULSTER  VOLUNTEERS. 
By  the  subscribing  Members  of  the  Committee,  * 
To  the  Electors  and  Members  of  Parliament  in  the  Province  of 
Ulster. 
Gentlemen, 
Delegated  by  the  Volunteers  assembled  at  Dungannon,  we 
ea&  on  you  to  support  the  constitutional  and  commercial  rights 
of  Ireland ;  to  exert  the  important  privileges  of  freemen  at  the 
ensuing  election,  and  to  proclaim  to  the  world  that  you  at  least 
itservetobejree.  '     '        ' 

Regard  not  the  threat!  of  landlords  or  their  agents,  when 
'7  2  c 
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tKty  require  you  to  ftil  in  your  duty  to  your  country,  .to 
ydurseIvesrto  your  posterity.  He  fir*  privilege  vfa  man  it 
tie  right  gf judging Jhr  himself,  end  now  .is  the  time  for  you  to 
exfert  that  right  It  is  a  time  pregnant  with  circumstances, 
which  revolving  ages  may  not  .again  so  favourably  combine. 
The  spirit  of  Liberty  is  gone  abroad,  it  is  embraced  by  the 
people  at  large,  and  every  day  brings  with  it  an  accession  of 
strength.  *The  timid  have  laid  aside  their  fears,  and  the  vir- 
tuous sons  of  Ireland  stand  secure  in  their  numbers.  Uridfag 
influence  is  now  as  despised  as  it  has  ever  been  contemptible  ; 
and  be  who  would  dare  to  punish  fin  elector  fbu  exerting  the> 
rights  of  a  freeman,  would  meet  what  he  would  merit^-publfe 
detestation  and  abhorrence. 

Let  no  individual  neglect  his  duty.  The  nation  is  an  aggte* 
gate  of  individuals,  and  the  strength  of  the  whole  is  composed 
of  the  exertions  of  each  part ;  the  man,  therefore,  who  dmtt* 
what  is  in  his  power,  because  he  has  not  more  in  his  power, 
and  will  not  exert  his  utmost  efforts  for  the  emancipation  of 
nis  country,  because  they  can,  at  best,  be  the  efforts  of  but  one 

,  man,  stands  accountable  to  his  God  and  to  his  country,  to  him* 
self  and  to  his  posterity,  for  confirming  and  entailing  slaver^ 
on  the  land  which  gave  him  birth.  / 

.An  upright  House  of  Commons  is  all  that  is  wanting,  and 
it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Electors  to  obtain  it. — Vote  only  for 
men  whose  past  conduct  in  parliament  you  and  the  nation  ap* 
prove,  and  for  such  others  as  will  solemnly  pledge  themselves  to 
support  the  measures  which  you  and  the  nation  approve;— fc)o 
your  duty  to  your  country,  and  let  no  consideration  tempt  ypu 
to  sacrifice  the  public  to  a  private  tie,  the  greater  duty  to  a 
less. 

We  intreat  you  2n  the  name  of  the  'great  and  respectable 
body  we  represent-— We  implore  you  by  every  social  and  ha» 


im] 
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nourable  tie — We  conjure  you  as  Citizens,  as  Freemen,  as 
Irishm en,  to  raise  this  long  insulted  kingdom,  and  restore  to 
her  her  lost  rights.  One  great  and  united  effort  will  place  us 
among  the  first  nations  of  the  earth ;  and  thq?e  who  shall  have 
the  glory  of  contributing  to  that  event  will  be  for  ever  recorded' 
as  the  Saviours  of  their  country  , 


William  Irvine, 
Bobert  M'CUntock, 
Jokn  Ferguson, 
Charlea  Powell  Leslie, 
FrandsTiUcas, 
Thomas  Morris  Jones, 
ApArew  ttpmpson, 
Charles  Nubitt, 


Alexander  Stewart, 
Francis  Dobbs, 
James  MfClkitoek, 
John  Harvey, 
Robert  Campbell, 
Joseph  Pollock  » 
WaddeJK 
Francis  Evans, 


Afrit,  pth4  178*. 
James  Dawson, 
James  Atcheson, 
Thamas  Dickson, 
David  Bell, 
John  Coulson, 
Bobert  Blacky 
WiBiam  Crawford, 
Robert  Thomson." 


^prfl  Vti—Aidrm  qf  the  Belfast  Volunteer  tympany  to 
Benty  Grattan,  xoith  his  Reply. 

«  BELFAST  TOLUNTBER  COMPANY. 

On  Parade,  Saturday  27th  April,  1782. 

Resolved,  unanimously, — That  the  Mowing  address  to  Mr 

Chrattan  be  signed  and  forwarded  by  our  Captain,  and  that  the, 

-same  be  published  iff  the  Belfast  Newspaper,  and  the  Dublin 

'Svening^ost. 

SAMUEL  M'TIEa." 


*  To  fhMRY  Grattan,  Esq. 


Sir, 


We  sincerely  thank  you  for  your  steady,  uniform,  and  *t- 
last  successful  exertions  in  favour  of  the  liberties  of  Ireland 
To  your  animated  and  persevering  endeavours,  aided  by  tbos* 
worthies  who  so  nobly  supported  you  in  the  glorious  pursuit, 
*t«tmi  sddflhtadfo;  m*  ewMWapation  f«pm  tht  intoleraN# 
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yoke  of  a  foreign  legislature.*— May  Heaven  preserve  your 
invaluable  life,  long  to  watch  over  that  liberty  you  fep  early  and 
so  firmly  asserted,  long  to  enjoy  the  satisfaction  arising  from 
the  applause  of  admiring  millions,  and  the  still  greater,  pro* 
oeeding  from  the  consciousness  of  having  deserved  it 

We  aim  not  to  confer  honour,  but  to  derive  it,  by  declaring 
to  t}ie  world  that  we  shall  ever  revere  yeu  as  The  Deliverer 
6f  your  Country  /  and  that  whilst  Ireland  is  a  nation  your 
name  must  be  remembered  with  gratitude. 

Those  rights  which  you  have  laboured  to  establish,  which 
the  people  have  unanimously  claimed,  and  which  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  have  now  .declared,  we  are  determined  to  sup* 
port  to  the  utmost,  and  never  to  yield  but  with  our  lives. 

We  rejoice  that  the  time  is  arrived  when  the  voice  of  the 
senate  and  the  voice  of  the  people  is  one.  Our  just  claims  thus 
enforced  will  not  be  refused,  our  rights  will  be  established  on  a 
permanent  basis,  and  our  grievances  fully  redressed.-- When 
that  sera  shall  arrive,  all  jealousies  will  cease;  Britain  and 
Ireland,  though  distinct  kingdoms,  will  become  one  people, 
inseparably  united  by  interest  and  affection,  by  equal  liberty 
and  the  same  constitution.  Our  lives  and  fortunes  will  be 
gladly  dedicated  to  the  defence  of  our  beloved  Sovereign,  and 
his  illustrious  house ;  Ireland  will  then  cheerfully  bleed  for  , 
Britain,  and  sharing  her  liberty  will  share  her  fate. 

SAMUEL  MTIER." 

u  To  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company. 
t  Gentlemen, 
You  feel  with  justice  that  the  bonds  of  union  are  to  be 

?  See  the  Binary  <f  IrOa^pmMby  George  Berwick,  I61&  p.  20*. 
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strengthened  only  by  the  removal  of  jealousy,  and  that  Great 
Britain  acquires  power  when  Ireland  obtains  liberty. 

We  have  ever  wished  to  bleed  in  the  general  cause,  and  in 
securing  our  own  liberty,  have  sought  a  safe  opportunity  to 
.indulge  the  next  most  powerful  affection  of  our  mind,  a  sisterly 
regard  for  the  British  nation. 

A  4inanimous  parliament,  breathing  the  sense  of  a  united 
people,  and  founding  its  claim  on  uncontrovertible  rights,  must 
prevail.    Tour  strong  expressions  in  my  favour,  I  am  very 
*  sensible  of,  and  shall  never  forget    Your  principles  give  au- 
thority to  your  commendation.       '  -** 
I  am,  Gentlesifn, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 
HENBY  GRATTAN." 

BELFAST  VOLUNTRER  CLUB. 

May  25.—"  At  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  the  Volunteers  of 
the  different  corps  in  the  town  of  Belfast, 

Lieutenant  CoLoftEL  Banks,  in  the  Chair. 

Resolved,*— That  a  Club  be  formed  under  the  name  pf  Thb 
Volunteer  Club,  of  which  all  the  members  of  the  corps  of 
1745  and  1756  as  well  as  those  of  the  present  time,  are  not 
only  admissible,  but  considered  as  members,— and  that  as  the 
sole  intention  of  this  meeting  is  to  promote  information  and 
■nanimity  among  Volunteers,  this  club  shall  be  conducted  on 
principles' of  frugality  and  moderation."  -n 

June  4>.— Celebration  of  the  Kings  Birth  Dag. 

"  Tuesday  last,  being  his  Majesty's  birth-day,  was  celebrated 
here  by  all  rranks  and  descriptions  of  men,  with  every  possible 
demonstration  of  heartfelt  joy.^Love  and  gratitude  beamed 
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from  every  eye,  and  the  consciousness  of  our  ntwly  acquired 
freedom,*  made  every  individual  exult  in  the  pleasing  scerje. 

The  Belfast  troop  of  light  dragoons,  and  the  Belfast  volun- 
teer company  paraded  in  the  morning  in  uniform,,  fully  ac- 
.  eoutred,  the  latter  with  knapsacks,  and  every  man  a  day's  pro- 
vision.—After  firing  three  vollies,  they  marched  to  the  Deer 
Park  rCave4iiir]  being  joined  in  Donegall  Street  by  the  Bel- 
fast artillery  company,  who,  upon  their  arrival  in  die  park, 
fired  a  royal  salute  of  twenty-one  guus,  the  effect  of  which  was 
amazingly  grand,  the  report  of  each  gun  beiqg  so  often  reverbe- 
rated among  the  rocks,  that  it  seemed,  during  the  whole  time 
of  the  firing,'  to  be  one  continued  peal  of  loudest  thunder.  The 
^Belfast  volunteer  company,  having  stacked  their  arms,  pitched 
their  tents  on  a  fine  flat  op  the  mountain  side,  commanding  a 
most  beautiful  and  wide  extended  prospect,  and  then  practised 
the  plan  of  the  ensuing  review;  after  which  the  three  corps, 
and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen  from  the  town,  dined  together 
on  the  grass,  eating  their  pkia  simple  repeat  with*  degree  of 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  oat  to  be  found  from  the  moas>  4dK» 
cate  viands  sorted  up  at  the  tables  of  taxing  After  dinner 
,$t  following  toasts  were  dwtfc  ux  native  wfwskey,  dilated  with 
water  issuing 'from  one  of  the  finest  spiji*js  aa  fte*  tmuwie. 

His.  Majesty,  and  long  may  be  live  tbe  prUrjql  kuig  cf  a 
free  people.  Health  and  happiness  te  tbe  Queen  etfd  Rapal 
Famjly.  That  friend  of  liberty  and  of  mankiad,  tfe*  UmA 
JUiejuteaant  of  Ireland,  [Duke  of  Pcrtfefld/J  General  hmd 
Charlemont.    The  Volunteers  *f  Iceland.    Haasy  Gattfta, 

*  Alluding  to  the  law  which  had  tysen  lately  exacted,  placing*!**  par^ 
liament  of  Ireland  in  the  same  state  of  independence,  with  respect  to  its 
Isgislacfei,  as  that  of  Britain.    See  TJU  Bfotory  <f  Ireland,  p*M*ed  ay    ' 
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tfttd  fte  people  of  Ireland.  The  Ministry,  and  the  people  of 
dreat  Britain.  Lord  Keppel,  and  the  British  flag.  The  brafe 
Admiral  Rodney,  and  his  gallant  and  victorious  fleet.    Wooden 

Walls  to  Ireland.  All  those  distinguished  Senators  who  have 
so  aftfy  and  successfully  asserted  the  rights  of  Ireland.  Freedom 
ff  election,  short  parliaments,  and  an  equal  representation  of 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  May  Britain  and 
Ireland  ever  share  each  other's  fate.  The  humane,  virtuous, 
and  steady  General  Conway,  and  the  British  army.  ;  General 
Bragoyne,  and  the  army  of  Ireland.  The  19th  of  June,  1215. 
The  15th  of  February,  1782.  The  16th  of  April,  1782. 
May  27th,  17*2.  The  Dungannon  Delegates.  May  the 
harapnjp  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be  as  lasting  as 
it  is  now  cordial  and  complete.  May  the  Island  of  Samts 
mwer  give  bread  to  political  staters.  The  Protestant  ikierest, 
*Mt*mit>er9*I  toiertOi^tu  Liberty  «*  aU  mankind.  A  speedy 
and  cordial  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  sj|d  North 
America.  May  a  successful  war  soon  terminate  in  a  lasting 
«nd  honourable  peace.  The  Volunteers  of  Britain.  A  speedy 
and  eternal  death  to  corruption,  that  honest  frugality  may  sup* 
port  national  generosity.  The  glorious  memory  of  King 
"WilHam.  The  memory  of  William  Molyneux,  the  first  as* 
setter  of  Irish  rights.  Lotf  Donegall,  and  the  town  of  Belfast. 
Colonel  X«rd  Donegall,  and  the  Belfast  battalion.  May  that 
hour  in  which  we  jiart  with  our  liberties  be  the  last  in  our  lives. 
^jfay  this  anniversary  be  celebrated  through  a  length  of  years 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  grateful  hearts  and  un- 
feigned joy* 

-     The  tests  were  then  struck,  and  the  whole  marched  back 
to  town  in  the  evening,  manceuvering  and  firing  all  the  way. 

;  On  Tuesday  last  the  Belfast  first  volunteer  company  and 
Belfast  Union  paraded  and  fired,  in  honour  of  the  King's  birth 
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Although  the  British  Act  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  I.  had  been  re*, 
pealed,  yet  it  was  now  contended  that  sufficient  security  was 
not  thence  derived  to  the  independence  of  the  Irish  legislature.  J 
The  claim  of  right,  in  the  British  Parliament,  to  enact  Laws 
for  Ireland,  still  remained  in  full  force.     An  express  benun« 
ciATiONof  this  claim  was  now  loudly  called  for,  in  order  to. 
give  complete  security  to  Ireland:     It  passed,  at  length,  una* 
nimously,  in  the  British  parliament,  on  the*  22d  of  January, 
1783,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  nation. 

< 
June  27^-ADDRBSSES    OF    THE    BELFAST    1st    VOLUNTEER 

COMPANY,  TO  HENRY  GRATTAN,    &  HENRY  FLOOD,  RE- 
COMMENDING AN  EXPRESS  RENUNCIATION  BY  THE  BRI- 
TISH PARLIAMENT,  OF  ALL  LEGISLATIVE  CLAIMS  OVER 
,  IRELAND.  ■   '. 

u  At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  first  Volunteer  Company,  on 

the  27th  of  June,  1782,  the  following  Addresses  were  unani* 

mously  agreed  to. 

TO  COLONEL  HSNlir  GHATTAN. 
Sir.— The  grateful  feelings  of  a  Volunteer  corps,  which  claim* 
the  honour  of  being  the  firs*  association  formed  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  general  defence,  will  not,  we  hope,  be  unacceptable.-— 
You  have  the  distinguished  merit  of  early  conceiving,  that  the 
period  was  arrived  when  Ireland  might  dexnand  her  rights; 
and  not  far  distant  when  she  might  secure  them.  The  great* 
ness  of  the  idea  marks  the  enlargement  of  yeur  soul ;  and  your 
unwearied  perseverance  in  a  succession  of  years  and  a  variety 
of  forms,  to  realise  that  great  idea,  is  the  clearest  proof  of  your 
incorruptible  integrity  and  unspetted  patriotism.  Doubts  hav« 
ing  been  entertained,  which,  in  our  opinion  are  well  founded, 
whether  the  mere  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  by  the  parti** 
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ment  of  Britain,  is  in  itself  a  sunfcient^Mtinciation  of  Hie  pewes 
,  formerly  exercised  over  this  kingdom  $  we  apprehend  it  would 
tend  to  general  satisfaction,  were  the  legislature  of  Ireland  to 
enact  a  law  similar  to  the  late  addresses  to  his  Majesty;  as 
its  receiving  the  assent  of  a  King  in  whom  the  two  crowns 
are  united,  would,  in  our  opinion,  be  an  additional  security  to 
those  others,  in  the  acquisition  of  which  you  have  already  with  , 
*o  much  ability  and  perseverance  assisted.  If  the  4dea  meet 
your  approbation  (which  from  some  expressions  of  yours  in  the  ' 
House  of  Commons  we  have  reason  to  hope,)  we  cannot  doubt 
<  your  willingness-  to  bring  it  forward* 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Tour  faithful  humble  Servants. 
(Signed  by  order) 

WADDELL  CUNNINGHAM,  Chairman. 
July  17,  1782. 

THE  FI&ST  BELFAST  COMPANY. 

Gentlemen.— I  have  delayed  to  return  an  answer  to  your 
ftddrass,  that  I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  it  the  fullest 
^Consideration. 

I  have  done  so— *i  am  sorry  to  differ  from  you— I  conceive 
your -doubt  to  be  ill  founded. 

With  great  respect  for  your  opinions,  and  unalterable  attach- 
meat  to  your  interest,  I  adhere  to  the  latter. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 
HENRY  GRATTAN. 

&}  CQLO&EL  HENRY  FLOOD. 

J&ibu — Your  unequalled  abilities,  your  unrivalled  eloquencs> 
your  kpowkdge,  which  seems  bounded  only  by  the  limits  which 
7  2  b 
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the  author  of  our  natureinis  prescribed^  to  the 'greatest  of  our 
kind,  and  the  sacrifices  you  have  made  to  serve  yomr  country, 
oblige  us  to  look  up  to  you  as  one  of  the  first  of  men.  W* 
have  seen  your  remarks  on  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I. 
y&nch  perfectly  coincide  with  our  sentiments;  and  we  thank 
you  for  the  clear  and  eitensive  view  you  have  given  us  of  that 
subject  In  your  unremitted  vigilance  and  attention  to  the 
final  adjustment  of  our  constitution*  and  of  our  commercial 
right*,  we  place  the  highest  trust ;  as  your  great  natural  endow* 
ments  mark  you  out  as  a  man  from  whose  wisdom  and  pene- 
tration we  have  much  to  hope. 

Let;  not  the  popularity  of  any  administration!  however  great 
its  merits,  tempt  you  to  abate  your  watchfulness  over  its  co»* 
duct— If  Ireland  is  ever  to  obtain  the  blessings  of  a  consti- 
tution completely  free,  this  is  probably  the  moment;  and  to* 
much  circumspection  cannot  possibly  be  used  to  found  that 
settlement  on  so  broad  a  base  as  will  prevent  its  being  in 
future  easily  ^disturbed*, 

Even  the  popularity  ofthe  present  ministry,  and  our  con* 
fidence  in  its  justice,  may  lead  to  a  neglect  of  those  wise  se- 
curities, the  want  of  which  might  in  a  future  administration, 
Jess  attached  to  the  rights  of  human  nature,  be  ruinous  to  the 
freedom  of  this  kingdom. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  faithful  humble  servants, 
(Signed  by  order,) 

WADDELL  CUNNINGHAM,  Chainim* 

To  which  Address  the  following  Answer  was  received. 
"  To  the  Belfast  Fir*  Volunteer  C&tnpany. 

Fannlay,  July  6,  1782. 
GstfTLBMEtf,— I  have  deceived  your  address,  and  am  happy 
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to  have  the  honour  of  coinciding  with  you  in  opinion  as  to  the 
Inadequacy  of  a  simple  repeal ;  as  also  in  a  wish  to  mix  every  vi« 
gilance  as  to  your  rights,  with,  every  duty  to  our  Sovereign,  and 
with  every  respect  to  his  ministers.  Could  construction  have  sa- 
tisfied us,  we  might  have  been  satisfied  before.  But  we  sought 
for  the  certainty  ef  express  law,  and  we  have  not  attained  it ; 
and  surely  it  were  never  enough  to  be  lamented,  when  the 
Sovereign,  the  Parliament,  and  the  Nation  of  Great  Britain 
were  prepared  to  gratify  your  utmost  wishes,  if  we  were  to 
forfeit  our  security  by  any  failure  of  our  own. 

The  dignity  of  public  feeling  has  communicated  an  exaltation 
and  energy  to  your,  style  to  which  my  humble  efforts  are,  I  fear, 
too  unequal    Such  however  as  they  are,  they  are  wholly  at 
your  service.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  faithful,  and 
Obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  FLOOD. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Belfast  First  Volunteer  Corps  on  P*. 
rade,  July  3,  1782, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Right  Hon.  Hknhy  Flood 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  admitted  a  member  of  this  corps  ;  from, 
die  high  sense  we  entertain  of  his  transcendent  abilities  as  a 
Senator,  and  the  decided  part  he  has  taken  in  favor  of  the 
lights  of  Ireland. 

r 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  .Flood. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  confer  honours  on  you,  loaded  a*  you 
are  with  the  admiration  of  the  world.  We  mean  only  to  boW 
honour  from  you,  and  to  render  our  sense  of  your  vigilarice 
and  patriotism  as  acceptable  as  possible. 
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Permit  as,  therefore,  Sir,  to  consider  you  a  member  of  ft 
corps,  the  first  in  Ireland  that  armed  on  the  principle  of  gen* 
ral  defence.    . 

Signed  by  order, 

DAVID  TOMB,  lieutenant 

"  To  the  Belfast  First  Volunteer  Company. 

Gentlemen, 
It  is  difficult  for  me  to  express  (he  satisfaction  I  receive  from 
your  redoubled  approbation.  You  render  Belfast  more  dear 
to  me  than  ever ;  and  I  have  always  honoured  her  as  an  emi- 
nent seat  of  commercial  and  constitutional  spirit,  and  as  the 
fruitful  parent  of  men,  worthy  to  be  called  so,  by  being  such 
as  you.  I  accept,  with  many  thanks,  of  the  honour  of  your 
enrollment,  and  am)  Gentlemen, 

With  great  respect, 
Your  most  faithful 

And  obedient  Servant, 
July  6.  1782,  HENRY  FLOOD.0   , 

'  July,  9.— ADDRESS  OF  THE  SECEDING  CONGREGATION  OF 
.BELFAST  TO  MESSftS  O'NEILL  AND  CORRY,  WITH  TH  EI* 
ANSWERS. 

"  To  the  Rigid  Hon.  Jobs  O'Neill,  and  the  Han.  laid* 

Corry,  Esqrs. 

Gentlemen, 
We,  the  ministers,  elders,  and.  other  members* of  the  seceding 
congregation  of  JBelfast,  animated  with  sentiments  of  the  warm- 
est gratitude,  beg  leave  to  offer  you  our  most  humble  and 
thankful  acknowledgments  for  ^our  very  generous,  protection 
of  the  body  to  which  we  belong,  by  presenting  and  supporting 
our  petition  to  parliament,^  rekff  respecting  the  legal  form  of 
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making  oath  ;  introducing  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  and  carrying 
it  successfully  through  the  Honourable  House  of  Commons— 
Sensible  that  the  favourable  ear  which  the  Honourable  House 
of  which  you  are  members  have  given  to  our  petition,  is  entirely 
owing,  under  God,  to  your  influence  and  exertions,  and  that 
the  prosperous'  issue  of  our  application  to  parliament  must  in  a 
great  measure  depend  on  the  same :  relying  therefore  on  your 
goodness,  of  which  you  .have  given  us  the  most  convincing 
proofs,  we  beg  leave  to  indulge  the  pleasing  hope,  that  the  same' 
influence  and  endeavours  which  you  have  already  exerted  with 
so  great  attention  and  efficacy,  will  not  be  wanting  to  promote 
the  success  of  the  bill,  which  naturally  claims  the  patronage  of 
its  authors,  with  the  other  branches  of  the  legislature.    And  if, 
through  the  divine  blessing  on  your  efforts,  and  the  liberality 
of  a  parliament  to  whom  we  look  up  with  confidence,  as  to  the 
Undoubted  guardian  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  we  shall  be 
<o  happy  as  to  obtain  the  object  of  our  petition— the  granting 
of  which,  we  humbly  presume,  could  not  prove  the  smallest 
detriment  to  the  nation  or  any  individual— we  shall  receive  the- 
favour  with  the  most  grateful  hearts,  and  ever  regard  it  as  a'. 
*  binding  obligation  to  demean  ourselves  as  we  have  always  done 
from  principle,  like  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects.     But  whether  N 
your  efforts  for  obtaining  our  wishes  shall  succeed  or  prove 
abortive,  we  shall  ever  consider  your7 claim  to  our  gratitude  to 
fee  in  either  case  the  same ;  and  we  shall  always  rejoice  in  every 
opportunity  of  shewing,  that  we  are,  with  trutjh,  and  the  pro- 
Grandest  respect, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obliged, 
Most  obedient, 

.      And  most  Humble  Servants, 
(subscribed  by  mors  thaw  99  namu.) 
JB*lfiul,mj*hf,  176% 
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To  the  Minister,  Elders,  and  other  Members  of  the  Seceding 
Congregation  of  Belfast.     (  , 

Gentlemen. — We  are  much  honoured  by  your  Address, 
And  shall  be  happy  to  see  the  bill  brought  by  us  into  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  pursuance  of  your  petition,  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  other  branches  of  the  legislature :  and  we  trust 
that  the;  liberality  of  the  parliament  will  approve  of  a  measure 
not  unconstitutional  aor  unprecedented,  which  will  contribute 
to  the  satisfaction  of  so  large  a  body  of  loyal  and  peaceable 
subjects.— —We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem, 
:      '  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

JOHN  O'NEILL, 
ISAAC  CORRY." 

"  1782,  July  15.*— A  party  of  the  Belfast  Battalion,  and  an* 
other  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  "beat  up  for  recruits 
for  the  aavy." 

July  18.—"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company, 
held  at  "the  town-house  on  Thursday,  1 8th  July,  178^. 

Mr  Nathaniel  Wilson  in  the  Chair. 

'  Resolved  unanimously. — That  an  account  of  the  late  very 
extraordinary  bill  introduced  by  the  Earl  of  Abingdon  into  the 
British  House  of  Lords,  this  corps  will  not  enlist,  or  in  any 
manner  countenance  the  raising  any  part  of  the  20,000  men 
voted  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain  by  the  Irish  parliament 
unjil  the  rights  of  Ireland,  with  respect  to  her  external,  as  well 
as  her  internal  legislation,  be  fully  ascertained/* 

July  22.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company, 
a  declaration  was  read/expressive  of  their  dissatisfaction  at  the 
simple  repeal,  and  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  «  «n  Irish  law  de* 
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claratory  of  the  rights  of  Ireland,  of  the  independ  ency  of  our 
parliament,  *nd  of  their  exclusive  right  to  external  as  well  as 
internal  legislation."  It  was,  adopted  as  the  declaration  of  the 
company,  on  the  25th  of  July,  Robert  Stevenson  in  the . 
chair,  and  approved  of  on  the  28th  following,  by  the  Belfast. 
troop  of  light  dragoons,  Francis  Jordan  in  the  chair.  On.  the 
31st,  a  spirited  Address  to  the  same  purpose,  from  the  Belfast 
1st  company  to  the  oorps  to  be  reviewed  at  Belfast  on  that  day, 
was  published ;  but  it  is  too  long  for  insertion  in  this  place. 

Wednesday,  July  31,  1782,  the  annual  review  commenced, 
said  was  concluded  on  Friday  evening:1  the  camp  was  under 
the  command  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  O'NciU,  and  the  garri- 
son under  that  of  Colonel  Robert  Stewart.-r-The  review  was, 
honoured  with  the  presence  of  Henry  Flood  and  Lord  Pembroke. 

Sept.  9,— PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BELFAST  VOLUNTEER  COM- 
PANY,  RELATIVE  TO  THE  MEASURE  SET  ON  FOOT  BY 
GOVERNMENT  OF  RAISING  FENCIBLE  REGIMENTS  IN  IRE. 
LAND,  WITH  THEIR  ADDRESS  TO  HENRY  FLOOD,  AND  HIS 
REPLY. 

«« TOW2T*HOUSE>  BELFAST. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  called  by 
public  notice  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  their  sentiments  re* 
lative  to  the  measure  of  raising  Fencible  regiments  in  Ireland, 
#n  the  9th  of  September,  1782, 

Mr  William  Sinclaire  in  the  Chair. 

The  resolutions  entered  into  by  the  County  of  the  town  of 
Galway  Independent  corps  of  Volunteers,  at  the  Tholsel  in  Gal- 
way  on  the  1st  instant,  were  read  and  considered  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  andf  are  as  follows : 

1st.  Resolv€dunanivHnulj/.—Th*t  the  defence  of  this  kingdom 
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cannot  be  so  well  secured  as  when  entrusted  to  those  who  are 
most  interested  in  her  safety. 

2d.  Resoked  unanimously. — That  the  Volunteers  of!  Ireland  r 
are  most  interested  in  her  safety,  and  must  tie  considered  ber 
most  faithful  protectors. 

3d.  Resolved  unanimously.-- That  we  understand  a  number  of 
regiments  are  to  be  raised  under  the  title  of  FenelMe  Regi- 
ments, to  be  supplied  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  accoutre- 
ments, and,  after  a  certain  date,  to  be  paid  by  government* 

4th.  Resolved  unanimously.-* That  we  consider  the  raising 
those  regiments  without  even  the  sanction  of  parliament,  to-be 
a  measure  not  justified  by  necessity,  the  idea  of  which  must 
have  been  suggested  by  the  people  unacquainted  with,  er  ioi* 
mical  to  *>ur  constitution. 

5th.  Resolved  unanimously.— That  it  would  be  much,  more 
constitutional  to  entrust  the  defence  of  this  kingdom  to  the  Vo- 
lunteers, whose-  rise  and  fall  are  inseparably  connected  wifcb 
the  fate  of  Ireland,  and  who  are  themselves  sufficient  to  protect 
her  against  all  foreign  and  domestic  enemies,  than  id  encumber 
the  nation  with  the  additional  weight  of  new-raised  mercenaries, 
who  may  become  dangerous,  but  whose  assistance  will  never 
be  of  material  advantage. 

6th.  Resolved  unanimously.— Th&t  we  shall  consider  any  Vo- 
lunteer wjio  shall  accept  of  a  commission  in  any  regiment  of 
Fencibles  to  be  raised  in  Ireland,  justly  entitled  to  eur  severest 
censure. 

7th.  Resolved  unanimously. — That  as  we  have  reason  to  ap- 
prehend, that  the  scheme  of  raising  these  Fencible  regiments  is 
(calculated  to  lessen  the  force  of  the  Volunteer  army,  we  earnestly 
entreat  our  brethren,  the  Volunteers  of 'Ireland*  to  declare,  im 
the  speediest  and  most  public  n#mner,  their  sentiments  on  this 
alarmirig  occasion. 
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A  motion  being  road*,  that  the  said  resolutions  of,  the  Gal- 
way  Volunteers  do  meet  our  highest  approbation,  that  they 
speak  our  sentiments,  and  therefore  we  adopt  them  and  make 
ibem  our  own.  The  question  w*a  separately  put  upon  each 
of  the  said  resolutions,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative  as  follows ; 
No*  1*A  3,  and  5,  unanimously— No.  4add  7,  one  dissen- 
tient to  each ;  and  No.  6,  two  dissentients.  . 

Reselptd,  uwfiimQUfily,— That,  our  Chairman  do,  by  letter 
directed  to  lieutenant  Colonel  Patrick;  Blake,  at  Galway,  con* 
^ey  to  the  Galway  Volunteers  a  copy  of  our  foregoing  reso* 
lutions.  and  at  same  time  present  to  said  Tolunteers  our  sincere 
thinks:  for  their,  tery  proper,  wise,  and  spirited  resolutions  on 
this  very  e^raofdinary^and  atarmiftg  occasion. 

Rawbed*  (three,  diuentient,  J -~That  the  following  address. 
.  to  Colonel  Henry  Flood  be  forwowteeVby  our  Chairman,  and: 
glMwhed  with,  those  resolutions.  ^     • 

WILLIAM  SfNCLAIRE,  Chatf0m. * 

To  Colonel  Henry  Flood. 
Sir.— Though  we  trust  that  the  Intentions  of  Great  Britain 
are  liberal  and  siocece,  yet  wo  are  decidedly  of  opiniou,  that 
the  simple  repeal  of  a  declaratory  law  is  no  security  against  a 
folgre  revival  of  that  system  of  foreign  tyranny  which  so  long 
oppressed  this  Injured  nation,  and  that  an  unsolicited  ^remmci* 
ation  of  the  principle,  in  express  words*  is  the  only  unequivocal 
pssttf  of  sincerity  that  Britain  can  give* 

'  Beepiy  interested  in  Ireland's  welfare,  and  anxious  to  have  . 
all  ground  of  present  jealousy  or  future  contest  removed;  we 
ardently  wish  to  see  the  Freed**  and  Independence  of  our 
much  loved  country  estabttsfeed  on  a  solid  and  permanent 
basis  byjia  Iftieas  Bua  or^RiUHts,  instead  of  resting,  as  at 
7  2b  '    • 
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present,  on  the  slender  foundation  of  disputed  construction, 
and  dubious  implication.  '        . 

Possessed  of  those  sentiments,  we  view  with  gratitude  and 
admiration  the  man  whose  integrity  coalo^  not  be  warped,  whose 
wisdom  could  not  be  deceived,  and  who,  though  almost  single, 
boldly  stood  forth  In  the  critical  moment,  the  real  assertor  of 
the  nation's  rights.  , 

By  resigning  one  of  the  most  lucrative  offices  of  the  state, 
Father  than  co-operate  with  administration  in  their  hostile  at*  . 
'  tempts  against  your  country,  you  have  incofttestibly  proved 
your  sincerity. 

Accept  then,  Sir,  our  wannest  thanks. — Persevere  in  die 
glprious  cause  you  have'  undertaken,— Be  assured  of  our  con- 
fidence.—-Be  assured  of  our* -support— Every  uninfluenced 
Irishman  will  support  yotu— ^Success  ntust  crown  your  endea- 
vours ;  and  we  pray  you  may  live  long  to  enjoy  that  grateful, 
trJbutqythe  applause  of  your  admiring  countrymen. 

By  order  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company, 

WILLIAM  SINCLAIRE,  Chairman.'' 

COLONEL  FLOOD'S  AKSWfilt  v 
i      f  To  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company. 

Oentlbmbk.— -No  man  has  a  greater  confidence  in  the  lihe* 
rality  of  Great  Britain  than  myself,  and  I  am  ready  to  contemn J 
plate  the  conduct  of  her  ministers  with  every,  indulgence^ 
Yet  I  perfectly  agree  with  you,. that  an  express  and  permanent . 
recognition  of  our  rights  hath  not  been  obtained,  and  that  the 
giving  it  is  the  only  unequivocal  proof  of  sincerity.  As  such 
I  have  sought,  and  shall  continue  to  seek  it;  nor  am  I  afraid 
to  accept  of  your  confidence,  because  I  will  not  betray  it* 

I  embrace  the  first  opportunity,  why*  my  return  to  Jrelaad 
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affords  me  of  transmitting  my  answer,  and  assuring  yon  that  I 
in,  Gentlemen* 

Your  very  faithful, 

And  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HENRY  FLOOD." 

October  5. — Proceedings  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Belfast  on 
the  subject  of  British  Renunciation,  and  the  Feneiblc  Regi* 

«  BELFAST  TOWN  MEETING. 
At  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  regularly  con- 
vened  by  public  notice,  and  held  in  the  Town  House  the  5th 
ef  October  1782, 

Thomas  Lyons,  Esq.  in  (he  Chair ; 
The  requisition  calling  the  meeting  and  stating  the  business 
proposed  for  deliberation  being  read  by  the  Chairman,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  agreed  to  :— 

1.  Resolved,  unanimously,— That  the  Crown  of  Ireland  being 
an  Imperial  Crown,  and  this  kingdom  a  Free  Sovereign  Inde- 
pendent State,  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  ought  not 
to  rest  on  the  act  or  acts  of  any  foreign  legislature ;  none  such 
having  any  power  or  authority  of  any  kind  whatever,  either 
externally  or  internally,  over  this  realm ;  for  which  reasons, 
the  interference  of  the  British  Parliament  is  extra-judicial, 
and  of  course  inadequate. 

2.  Resolved,  uMnimously9~TTh*t  we  cannot  therefore  con- 
sider the  repeal  by  the  British  Parliament  of  their  act  claiming 
a  right  to  bind  Ireland  as  any  security  for  our  liberties,  but 
only  as  an  apology  for  their  former  usurpation ;  which  apology 
would  haye  been  still  more  complete  and  satisfactory,  .had  a. 
renunciation"  of  the  principle  accompanied  the  repeal  of  the 
declaration9  as  that  would  Jiare  been  the  strongest  proof  of 
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the  sincerity  of  our  sister  kingdom— and  on  that  principle 
only  such  a  renunciation  would  still  be  pleasing  and  grateful 
to  us.      '  ' 

Si  Resolved,  unanimously,— -That  it  is  our  decided  opinion,  • 
that  an  ample  and  comprehensive  Irish  Bill  of  Rights,  passed 
by  our  Parliament  and  assented  to  by  our  King,  is  not  only 
highly  proper,  but  absolutely  necessary,  both  as~*  solemn  re- 
cord to  posterity  of  the  restoration  of  Irish  freedom,  and  as 
the  best  security  thereof  against  future  violation. 

4.  Resolved,  unanimously, — That  we  highly  approve  of  the 
liberality  of  our  Representatives  in  granting  5000  men  of  our' 
establishment  as  an  aid  to  our  sister  kingdom ;  convinced  with 
them,  that  this  country  was,  is,  and  will  be  sufficiently  pro- 
tected, by  the  spirit,  number,  and  discipline  of  its  Volunteer 
army. 

5*  Resolved,  unanimously,— That  no  change  has  since  hap- 
pened to  increase  our  danger  from  foreign  enemies,  or  to 
lessen  our  security.  ' 

6.  Resolved,  unanimously,— That  we  cannot  therefore  con- 
aider  the  raising  of  Fencible  Regiments,  without  the  cpnsent 
or  sanction  of  Parliament,  in  any  other  light  than  as  an  insult 
to  our  Parliament,  and  as  an  Infamous  Job,  calculated  to  re- 
ward the  supple  Tools  of  administration,  at  the  expence  of  a 
nation  they  had  laboured  to  deceive ;  to  seduce  members  of 
parliament  from  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  constituents ;  to 
defeat'  that  scheme  of  retrenchment  we  were  taught  to  expect, 
as  the  pay  of  the  5000  men  spared  to  Great  Britain  might 
have  been  better  applied  to  lessen  the  expences  of  a  nation 

.     already  burthened  by  too  many  useless  establishment;    to 

/     prevent  the  enlisting  of  the  20,000  seamen  promised  by  our 

parliament  to  Great  Britain,  though  it  must  be  evident  that 

the  mahni  ng  of  one  ship  of  the  line  would  be  of  more  real 
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service  to  the  common  defence  and  benefit  of  the  empire, 
than  the  raising  of  fifty  fencible  regiments;  to  disunite,  to 
weaken,  and,  were  it  possible,  even  to  annihilate  the  Volun- 
teer army,  those  gloridus  independent  defenders  of  their 
country,  and  to  introduce  in  their  o  lace  a  mercenary i  force, 
which  the  experience  of  ages  has  proved  baneful  to  the  liberties 
qf  mankind— and  to  increase  the  influence  of  the  crown,  already 
much  too  great ;  for  even  if  an  additional  military  force  had 
been  necessary,  it  had  surely  been  much  more  regular  and 
economical  to  have  completed  the  regular  regiments  on  this 
establishment,  where  no  new  commissions  would  have  been, 
necessary, — but  then,  indeed,  no  new  source  of  corruption 
would  have  arisen,  which  was  no  doubt  deemed  a  sufficient 
reason  not  to  adopt  that  measure. 

7.  Resolved,  unanimously,— That  we  fherefore  think  it  a 
duty  ^we  owe  to  ourselves  and  to  our  country,  to  reprobate  this 
Invidious  attempt  in  the  strongest  manner,  and  to  express  our 
detestation  of  it  in  the  most  unequivocal  terms ;  to  declare* 
that  we  will,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  discountenance 
and  discourage  the  raising  of  fencibles  in  our  district ;  that 
we  will  hold  in  contempt  and  abhorrence  every  man  who  shall 
engage  in  any  fencible  corps  as  officer  or  private,  or  who  shall 
in  any  degree  aid  or  abet  the  raising  therepf ;  that  we  will 
hold  no  intercourse, or  communication  wit j/sHch men,  whom 
we  ^shall  deem  unworthy  the  name  of  Irishmen,  and  enemies 
to  their  country. 

8.'  Resolved,  unanimously,— That  it  was  with  great  pleasure 
and  satisfaction  we  beheld  the  cordiality  that  subsisted  between 
our  armed  citizens  and  the  regular  army—and  were  not  a 
little  surprised  to  find  a  new  species  of  military  force  insti- 
tuted under  the  name  of  fencible  regiments,  in  which  the  for- 
mer regulation  of  honours  is  entirely  inve  rted,  and  young  in> 
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fledged  soldiers  invested  with  rank,  without  passing  through 
the  customary  progress,  to  the  prejudice  of  a  number  of  vete- 
ran officers,  whose  standing  and  character  in  the  regular  army 
marked  them  out  as  much  more  eligible  for  such  employments. 

9.  Resolved,  unanimously, — That  our  abhorrence  and  /de- 
,  testation  of  fencible  regiments  is  in  no  degree  lessened  by  their 

being  now  called  provincial  regiments. 

10.  That  we  will  petition  parliament,  and  in  the  moat 
pointed  terms  instruct  our  own  representatives,  to  exert  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  procure  an  ample  and  comprehensive 
Irish  Bill  of  Rights,— to  refuse  any  provision  for  fencible  or 
provincial  regiments,  and  to  impeach  the  advisers  of  that  un- 
popular, pernicious,  and  detested  measure. 

11.  Resolved,  unanimously,— That  we  shall  consider  such 
members  of  parliament,  and  only  such,  entitled  to  our  support 
at  future  elections,  as  shall  exert  their  utmost  abilities  to  gratify 
the  people  of  Ireland  by  procuring  such  Bill  of  Rights,  by 
refusing  such  provision,  and  by  impeaching  such  advisers. 

12.  Resolved^  unanimously, — That  our  Chairm$n,  Messrs* 
Waddell  Cunningham,  William  Brown,  Robert  Thomson, 
Henry  Joy,  Jun.  James  Bryson,  William  Sinclaire,  and  David 
Tomb,  or  any  five  of  them,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a 
petition  or  petitions  to  parliament,  and  instructions  to  our 
Representatives,  agreeable  to  the  resolution ;  the  same  to  be 
reported  at  a  town  meeting  previous  to  the  next  session  of 
Parliament. 

/  IS.  Resolved  unanimously. —That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is 
most  respectfully,  but  at  the  same  time  most  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  all  the  inhabitants  of  .this  province,  to  assemble 
without  delay  in  their  several  counties,  cities*  towns,  and 
parishes,  to  deliberate  on  these  matters,  and  if  they  shall  ap- 
prove thereof  to  enter  into  similar  associations ;  perhaps,  at  a 
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moment  so  critical,  and  on  an  occasion  so  urgent,   we  may 

not  be  deemed  too  presumptuous  should  we  extend   bur  res- 

pectful  but  earnest  recommendation  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 

Ireland. 

THOS.  LXONS,  Chairman, 
t 
Mr  Lyons  having  left  the  Chair : 

Resolved  unanimously**- -That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting 
be  given  to  our  worthy  Chairman,  for  his  very  proper  conduct 
in  the  Chair." 

Resolutions  of  a  similar  nature  were  entered  into  by  the  six 
corps  of  the.  Belfast^  Battalion,  on  the  7th  of  the  same  mouth. 
Colonel  Banks,  in  the  Aair.— But  those  of  the  5th  were  far 
from  being  embraced  with  unaaimity  by  a])  the  inluiliilmlH       . 
On  the  11th,  a  protest  against  thenar  was  published,  signed  by 
George   Black,   John  Holmes,    Alexander    Halliday, .  John 
Alexander,  Charles  Brett,  Samuel  M'Tier*  Joseph  Wallace, 
Richard  Seed,   James  Ferguson,  William  Bristow,  and   32 . 
others.     In  a  short  time,  two  addresses  were  published,  signed 
by  a  numerous  body  of  the  inhabitants,  calling  on  the  Protes- 
ters to  declare  their  opinion  on  the  subject,  but  it  does  not. 
appear  that  the  controversy  proceeded  any  farther. 

PROCEEDINGS  RELATIVE  TO  THE   ERECTION  Otf  THE  WfilTE- ' 

Linen-Hall.  < 

«  Town.H<me,  Belfast,  November  15,  17S2-, 

At  a  numerous  Meeting  of  the 'Linen  Drapers  and  other 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  BeU 
fast,  called  by  public  notice,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  under . 
consideration  the  establishment  of  a  marked  for  White  Linens, 
Auhe  Town  of  Belfast, 
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George  Black,    Esq,  Sov.  in  the  Chair. 
1st.  Resolved,  unanimously.— -That  it  appears  to  us  that  the 
establishment  of  a  White  Linen  Market  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
and  would  be  attended  with  great  advantages  to  the  Linen 
Trade. 

2d.  Resolved,  unanimously.— That-the  town  of  Belfast  ap- 
pears  to  us  the  most  eligible  situation  for  such  a  market. 

3d.  Resolved,  unanimously.— .That  we  will  give  every  aid  and 
encouragement  in  our  power  towards  erecting  a  Linen-Hall 
amply  sufficient  for  the  comfortable  accommodation  of  the 
White  Linen  Trade  of  the. Kingdom,  and  taWaxd*  ptfbvidfcg 
every  requisite  for  establishing  such  a.  market ;  land  that  we 
have  every  reason  to  be  convinced  that>Lofd  Donegal  will  with 
his  u#wai  munificences,  give  very  great  endommgement  to  the 
same*    -.  ;  -• 

4th.  Resolved,  unatfmpttsly.~-ThsLt  a  subscription  be  opened 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Linen-Hall  in  this  town,  and  (hat 
every  present  or  future  subscriber  shall  have  a  vote^tt"  &*  *** 
pendUure  of  the  money,  in  the  appointment  of  such  coooimifc- 
tees  and  officers  as,  shall  be  found  needful  for  carrying  those 
resolutions  into  effect,  and  in  every  other  other  business  re- 
lative thereunto. 

5th.  Resolved,  unanimously. — That  the  Sovereign,  Messrs 
Waddell  Cunningham,  John  Holmes,  John  Alexander,  and 
John  Browo,~-»Waring-street;  Robert  Thomson,  JbhnEwing, 
and  Thomas  Stewart,— Castle-street;  John ,  Qampbell,  JameJ 
Patterson,  and  Henry  Joy,  or  any  five  of  them,  be  a  commiU 
tee  to  represent  the  merchants  of  Belfast  at  the  meeting  of 
Linen  Drapers  at  Armagh,  on  the  2d  of  December  next;  and 
said  committee  are  hereby  instructed  to  consider  of  ways  and 
lAeansfonmmedtetely  establishing  a  Discounts-Office  in  the 
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tqvrn,  for  the  accoppnoctytoa  of  the  linen  merchants  who  may 
Attend  the  white  linen  market  here; 

6th.  Resolved,  tma«iWw$/y.~Thatthecommittee  be  instruct* 
td  to  write  to  the  neighbouring  towns,  to  invite  their  attendant^ 
at  the  meeting  in  Armagh.   - 

Adjourned  till  this  day  jse'nni^ht,  at  same  place,  at  noon. 
GEORGE  BLACK,  Chairman, 

The  sovereign  having  left  the  chair,  and  William  Stewart, 
?sq.  having  taken  {he  (aame  :— 

Resolved,  unmunKwsfy.-rTh&t  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
|iven  to  'the  sovereign  of  Belfast  for  calling  us  together,  add 
for  his  very  proper  conduct,  in  the  chair*  . 

WILLIAM  STEWART. 

Subscriptions  for  btfHding  a  Linen-Hall  for  the  «*»  of  white 
linens  in  the  town  of  Belfast,  pursuant  to  the  resolutions  eft* 
lered  into  at  the  town-house  on  the  15th  of  November,  1732. 

.  .  .    -X  «•  ,      fi* 

William  Stewart'  apO  Hugh  M'llwain  10O 

John  Russell  '  900  James  Magee  100 

William  Lejg ,  «  900  John  Elliott  10O 

Robert  Stewart  300  Robert' Linn  100 

Francis  Turnly  »   800  Valentine  Jones  100 

John  Barclay       •     .  900  John  Cunningham  lOO 

W.  Cunningham  900  Hn^h  Crawford           "       »    100 

John  &  James  Hotats  300  Alexander  HallidAy  100 

John  Hamilton         '  $p0  Robert  Apsley  10O 

f nomas  Lyons  ..UPO  William  Burgess  100 

WilKam  Stevenson.  "■  100  Thomas  Jameson  _    100 

Ikhard  &  Wuliam  Ba4e#0tt    *p0  James  Murphy          ^  100 

John  Henderson  *      *00  Robert  Knox  100 

100 


James  Ferguson,  .    \0O    y)  John  Murdoch 

^homaa  Qnf  «        100 
m*  Fergus**.  v  .100 

•  SB 


thorna*  Qnf  100    .Robert  Getty  .100 

J«aesFergu»a  .100   <„  James  Grabajn  19? 
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PW 


William  Irvin 

100 

Thomas  M*Cabe 

100 

Robert  Bradshaw 

900 

Jamea  Suuern 

100 

John  Ewing 

200 

Mary  Blizard 

100 

John  Stevenson 

10o 

Thomas  Major 

100 

Samuel  Allen 

100 

James  Weir                    -* 

100 

Hugh  Allen 

100 

Alexander  Stewart 

100 

Robert  Thornton 

100 

,  David  Dunn 

100 

John  Alexander 

1(XK 

Henry  Haslett 

100 

Samuel  Hyde 

200 

John  Craig 

100 

Thomas  Stewart. 

300 

William  Boyle 

100 

Henry  Joy 

100 

Tnomas  MiUiken 

109 

Robert  Joy 

100 

Hercules  M'Comb 

100 

Gilbert  M'llveen 

100 

Thomas  Lyle 

*X> 

Thos,  Andrews  &  Co. 

100 

David  Tomb- 

100 

Patrick  Gaw 

100 

Thomas  Harbin        , 

100 

Stewart  Banks 

200 

James  &  John  Ferguson 

loo 

Charles  Roberts    " 

100 

Cunningham  Greg 

9» 

John  Campbell  &  Co. 

200 

Robert  Gordon              *  ~ 

100 

,  Alex.  Orr             *  ;  * 

100 

J.  Mattear 

loO 

Daniel  Blow 

100 

Thomas  Sinclaire  &  sons 

300 

John  fc  James  Luke 

200 

Acpialtcfe)  Diosmore  &  Co. 

200 

v.  Wilson,  Joyce  &  Kennedy 

200 

Archibald  Scott 

,100 

fcdward  Brict 

100 

William  Anderson 

100 

M'Kedy  &  Stevenson 

200 

David  Watson        .       .. 

100 

David  M*Cormick 

100 

Jacob  Hancock 

100 

John  Bashford 

1G0 

•John  Hancock 

100 

Itobert  Stevenson 

100 

Henry  Bell 

100 

Samuel  Brown 

^100 

William  Sharman 

200 

Wni.  &  John  Brown  A  Co 

900 

Jacob  Hancock,  j*n» 

50 

John  Brown. 

100 

Robert  Burden    .-. 

£0 

George  M.  Portis 

200 

•  William  M'Cance 

10 

Samuel  Ashmore 

loo 

Rooert  Johnston 

50 

Charles  Brett 

v  lOO 

Nathaniel  Magee 

■  ft 

Alexander  BackweH 

loq 

Joseph  Gamer 

10 

John  Gait  Smith 

loo 

John  Burden 

50 

John  M'Cracken 

100 

John  Matkere 

100 

Joseph  Stevenson 

100 

ftobert  M'Cleery 

100 

John  Smyth 

100 

John  Rea 

100 

'  John  &  Robert  Scot! 

100 

Annesky  &-  Lilly? 

.100 

Robert  Lylburn 

100 

R.  &  W.  Simmsc 

.  100 

Iteuson,  Hyndman,  &  Co 

100 

'    Alexander  Sutherland 

100 

John  Buchanan      K 

lt)0 

Roger  Mulhollaad 

-.100 

Hugh  Graham 

}W 

WiJUaw  M'Caaet 

It 
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William  Wilton 

100 

Patrick  M'Kinty 

*>. 

William  Bryson 

100  . 

James  Templeton 

MO 

Robert  Moore 

100 

M-Kain  &  Blisard 

MO 

Stewart  Beattie 

100  v 

William  Laird 

60J 

John  Montgomery 

100 

Michael  Harrison 

MO 

James  Park  &  Son 

100 

John  Hay 

MO 

.  Robert  &  James  Wilton 

100 

Isaac  Miller 

MO 

Margaret  M'Tear  « 

ICO 

Conway  Carleton 

60 

James  Sheridan 

400 

John  Ferguson 

MO 

James  Patterson 

100 

Her.  Heyland 

$0 

Robert  Scott 

100 

Thomas  Clonnis    ' 

MO 

James  Carson 

100 

James  Crombla 

MO 

Rowley  Osborne 

100 

John  Russell 

Mb 

Margaret  M'Quoid 

100 

■     ■  ■ 

Barry  Yelverton 

3  0 

Total 

£.17,M 

Henry  M«Ca 

,       100 

Not.  25.— ADDRESS  OF  THE  BELFAST  FIRST  VOLUNTEER 
COMPANY  TO  LORD  VISCOUNT  BEAUCHAMP,  ON  OCCA- 
SION OF  HIS  "  LETTER"  TO  THAT  CORPS,  ON  THE  SUB- 
JRCT  OF  BRITISH  RENUNCIATION,  Ac.— Printed  m  Dublin, 
1782.  (39  pages  8vo.) 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  First  Volunteer  Company, 
tile  following  Address  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  / 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Bmauchjmp. 

The  flattering  notice  your  Lordship  has  been  pleased  to 
take  of  an  Address  from  oar  corps  to  the  military  associations 
in  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  has  made  a  most  grateful  impres- 
sion on  our  minds ;  whilst  the  great  truths  you  hare  unanswer* 
ably  established,  reflect  equal  honour  on  the  knowledge  and 
exalted  feelings  of  their  illustrious  assertor.    . 

We  are  happy,  that  our  early  ideas  of  British  renunciation 
had  the  sanction  of  an  English  nobleman  of  your  Lordship's 
comprehensive  talents,  and  that  they  are  not  only  the  idea* 
of  a  particular  body,  but  of  the  people  at  large)  who  conceive 
a*  explicit  disavowal  by  Great  Britain  of  the  unfounded  claim 
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of  a  right  to  legislate  for  this  kingdom  to  She  the  only  certain 
testimony  of  sincerity,  and .  ardently  desire  it  "  as  a  firrJi 
'  cpmpact  which  will  bind  the  two  pations  to  each  other  for 
ever ;  to  which  each  may  appeal,  and  which  can  never  be  mis* 
taken."  When  Great;  Britain  shall  thus  have,  evinced  a  liberal, 
wise,  and  just  policy^  we  humbly  presume  that  an  Irish  Bill 
of  Bights  will  then  secure  a  happy  and  permanent  connection 
between  two  islands,  which  from  this  sera  can  only  remain  i* 
friendship  on  the  basis  of  perfect  political  equality. 

The  inhabitants  of  our  sister  country  are  conscious,  that  in 
casting  off  shackles  which  stamp  their  wearers  slaves,  our  array  * 
of  citizens,  as  well  as  every  other  description  of  our  freemen* 
"  aimed* only  at  a  complete  enjoyment  of  a  Preje  Constitution 
to  which  they  were  by  charter  and  birth  amply  entitled  jr*-*bey 
are  confident  that  this  demand  of  our  righ'ts,  which  our  pari 
liament  declared  could  only  be  surrendered  with  their  lives, 
Was  made  by  a  nation  whose  attachment  to  England  no  length  - 
of  suffering  had  destroyed,  and  whose  steady  affection,  in- 
creasing with  the  public  calamities,  has  served  in  some  degree 
to  support  die  threatened  fabric  of  the  empire* 

It  is  pleasing  to  learn  from  an  authority  so  Fgsjgotabl*  as 
that  of  your  Lordship,  that  "  Great  Britain,  willing  to  con- 
cede th$  substance,  never  meant  to  dispute  about  the  mode/* 
"We  therefore  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  there  is  no  JRein* 
b*r  of  the  Britifth  Senate  to  wbicVtbe  attention  of  Ireland  is 
so  universally  turned  as  your  Lordship  On  this  i&teres^iiig  oc- 
•asidn ;  and  we  intreat  your  Lotfabip,  on  behalf  of  ou.rse}yes 
and  our  country,  to  take  the  Earliest  opportunity  Vbicfc  |h<o» 
approaching  session  of  the  British  parliament  wjU  a$pr4  of 
moving  for  a  law  expressly,  renouncing  all  claim'  ©/  Maging) 
this  kingdom,  either  external^  or  internally  ;-^-ar|  act  whjqfe 
will,  in  human  probability,  preserve  the  connection  between 
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the  tw6  Imperial  Crowns  for  many  ages ;  at  Jthe  same  time 
that  it  will  transmit  your  Lordship's  name  to  future  generatibns/ 
48  a  friend  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  of  the  solid  interests 
of  every  branch  of  the  British  empire;. 

Your  lordship  has  well  expressed  the  danger  to  which  we 
are  exposed  by  the  wishes  of  weak  men  to  divide  a  force  they 
could  not  break.  This  vain  wish  our  administration  has  mani- 
fested by  the.  most  flattering  measure  that  was  ever  employed 
to  deceive  a  loyal,  unsuspectin^nation.  The  name  of  .Foicfofef, 
and  the  more  deceitful  one  of  Provincial  Regiments,  were  held 
out  to  seduce  the  unwary,  to  corrupt  unprincipled  volunteer 
officers,  and  to  influence  indigent  senators,— while  the  standing 
regiments  were  not  filled  up,  the  sense  of  parliament  wa4  not 
attended  to,  and  the  malting  good  our  engagements  in  favour: 
of  the  British  navy  was,  in  a  moment  of  imminent  peri}*  ma*: 
tetially  obstructed.  We  hope,  however,  that  the  spirit  of  a 
generous  comrntmity,  which  has  completely  taken  the  alarm, 
wifi  not  only  retard,  but  finally  pre  veto  a  hired  ndUUa  from 
superseding  the  voluntary  unpaid  troops  of  the  institution. 

The  universal  applause  of  an  admiring  nation  will,  we  hope, 
urge  your  Lordship  to  act  the  glorious  part  of  a  mediator  be* 
tween  the  two  countries,*  by  moving  fbr  an  express  renunciation^ 
which  will  give  additional  energy  to  the  obligations  already 
conferred  on  your  Lordship's  faithful  and  obliged  Servants. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Company; 

WADDELL  CUNNINGHAM,  Chairman" 

Similar  Addresses  were :  transmitted  to  Lord  Beaucbaaip 
from  the  Belfast  .Vbkmteer  Company,  the  Light  Dragoon*^ 
and  the  Union  Volunteers ;  and  on  the  6th  of  January  17&3+ 
.  a  farther  explanation  of  their  sentiments  was  addressed  to  bis  ' 
Lordship  by  the  First  Volunteer  Company. 
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1TS3.  March  LICENSURE  OF  THfe  BELFAST  LIGHT  DRAGOONS. 
ON  THE  UNAUTHORISED  APPOINTMENT  OF  LORD  CHAR- 
LEMONT  TO  THE  OFFICE  OF  REVIEW  I NG-GENBRAL,  BY 
THE  DUNGANNON  DELEGATES. 

«  At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Light  Dragoons,— • 

John  Buiwen,  E$q.  in  the  Chair, 

The  following  paper  was  proposed,  unanimously  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  published  three  times  in  the  Dublin  Evening 
Post,  and  Belfast  News-Letter. 

Having  observed  a  publication  in  the  Belfast  News~Letteir, 
without  any  signature  or  mark  of  authenticity,  purporting  to  be . 
the  orders  of  the  Earl  of  Charlemont  to  the  Volunteer  army  of 
the  province  of  Ulster:  We  should  deem  ourselves  accessary 
to  the  subversion  of  those  principles  -  of  independence  under* 
which  the  mil&ary  societies  of  Ireland  have  flourished,  and  re-, 
gardless  of  the  true  honour  and  dignity  of  that  justly  respected 
nobleman,  were  we  to  decline  declaring  our  disapprobation  of 
the  circumstance  under  which  these  orders  originated*-— — -Oar 
Reasons  are : 

Because  the  delegates  who  met  $t  Duqgannon  the  £  1st  of 
June,  1782,  were  not  authorised  to  nominate  any  person  what- 
ever as  a  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  armed  force  of  the  pro- 
vince, nor  was  any  previous,  intimation  given  o!  any  such  in- 
tention, consequently  the- constituent  body  itf  not  bound  by 
their  decision.  , 

Because  vesting  any  individual,  however  revered,  m\hper- 
yetual  authority,  seems  totally  repugnant  to,  and.,  destructive 
of  the  spirit,  interest,  and  dignity  of  Volunteer  associations. 

Because  the  general  transactions  of  the  delegates  assembled 
on  that  day  in  Dungannon>  had  nearly  crashed  the  hopes  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  and  were  such  a  stain  on  the  history  of 
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Irish  emancipation,  that  even  their  promoters  were  ashamed  to 
produce  them  to  public  view. 

Because  it  is  more  grateful  to  derive  popular  honours  from 
.  Annual  disinterested  elections,  than  from  the  intemperate  re- 
solves 4§  a  day— -a  day  to  be  remembered  with  regret  by 
every  friend  of  the  empire. 

Because  An  appointment  of  unlimited  duration,  deprives  the 
elected  of  $ose  repeated  testimonies  of  regard  and  confidence, 
which  alone  can  render  such  offices  honourable,  or  worthy  of  , 
acceptance. 

Resofaed,  thcrefore.~(lt  being  the  glaring  abuse  of  delegated 
power,  and,  not  any  alienation  of  affection  from  the  nobleman 
.  in  question*  which  leads  us  to  make  these  public  objections ;) 
.that  our.  delegate  shall  be  instructed  to  vote  for, the  Earl  of 
Charlemont,  on  the  17th  of  March,  as  Commander-in-Chief 
far  the  present  year. .. 

JOHN  BUHDEN," 

'  The  above  Censure  was  shortly  after  adopted  by  the  Belfast 
Vnion  Volunteers,  John  Brown,  chairman  ;  and  by  the  First 
Company,  Waddell  Cunningham,  chairman. 

April  16.— «  At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Society,  the 
Ibllowing  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  w6re  drank; 

Our  King^— l!tie  Volunteer*  of  Ireland.— Speedy  justice  to 

Colonel  T 1  ZTalbotfi  and  his  gang  £of  Fencibies,]  who 

wantonly  fired  on  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  Kilkenny.— -May 
the  Fencibies  and  their  friends  never  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
freemen— May  Ireland  never  want  hemp  to  exalt  all  Fencible 
commanders  who  deserve  it— May  every  indignity  offered  by 
Fencibies  to  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  rouse  the  spirit  of  her 
Volunteers.-UMay  no  Fencible  ever  enjoy  a  fair  bedfellow— 
Unanimity  to  the  Volunteers  of  IreJand.^rMay  the  arms  of  the 
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Volunteers  of  Ireland  never  rust— -May  the  first  who  thought 
of  Fencibles  die  without  the  benefit  of  clergy. — The  freedom 
of  election.-— Colonel  Sharman,  Captain  Jones,  and  the  free 
and  independent  electors  of  the  boirough  of  Lisbum.— The 
virtuous  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Kerry,  who  are  determined 
never  to  re-elect  their  present  representatives,  who  have  shame- 
fully deserted  the  banners  of  freedom,  and  fled  to  a  Fencible 
standard.— The  free  and  independent  electors  of  the  county 
of  Antrim.— May  they  who  will  not  support  the  freedom  of 

'  election  never  have  the  command  of  a  ball-cartridge.»---May  *n 
enemy  to  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland  nevfcr  enjoy  a  seat  m  the 
trish  senate.— The  free  and  independent  ekctors  of  the  eoonty 
of  Armagh.— May  the  man  who  woulil  not  die  forte  county's 

'  fights,  never  die  in  his  bed. — May  {he  lovers  of  Liberty  netfer 
want  means  to  support  it.— May  freedom  of  efaftkm  sjtoer 
die.— May  the  moment  we  relinquish  our  liberties,  bfc  tie  last 
of  our  lives;" 

Aprlll-ADDRESS  OP  THE  MERCHANTS,  A*.  T^  THE  BARL  OP 
&DH&GALL,  WJTH  AN  ACCOUNT  QF  THE  LAYING  OF  TJiE 
FIRST  STONE  OF  THE  WHITE  LINEN  HALL. 

<*  Yesterday  the  merchants  Arid  after  principal  inhabitants 
of  this  town  waited  on  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Donegal, 
'  it  the  castle,  and  presented  the  following  Address.  .  v 

My  Lord.— .We,  the  merchants  and  principal  inhabitants 

of  Belfast,  take  this  early  opportunity  of  waiting  upon  your 

'  Lordship,  to  express  onr  warmest  congratulations  upon  yonr 

v  safe  arrival  in  this  kingdom.    It  is  with  the  highest  gratitude  t 

that  we  acknowledge. your  Lordship's  generous  attention  tb  the 

interests  of  this  community ;  aad  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your 

,  Lordship,  that  we  shall  ever  setain  a  most  grateful  sense  of 

youi  Lordship's  munificence,  exemplified  ia  ito  coble  work* 
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already  perfected,  and  now  carrying  ott.  under  your  Lordship's 
.patronage ;  from  which  this  town  and  country  must  derive 
great  and  lasting  advantages. 

They  met  with  a  very  polite l  reception;  and  his  Lordship 
returned  the  following  answer : 

Gbntlbmin,— I  ani  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  mark  of 
respect  you  have  shewn  to  me ;  and  I  shall  always  be  happy 
to  be  of  any  service  to  the  town  of  Belfast  and  country. 

At  the  laying  of  the  first  stone  of  the  Belfast  White  Linen 
Hall,  there'  were  deposited  (besides  the  copper-pkte  inscrip* 
tion)  a  quantity  of  new  shillings  and  halfpence,  together  with, 
a  large  glass  tube,  hermetically  sealed  at  both  ends,  so  as  not 
tQ  admit  the  smalfest  particle  of  air.  The  procession  was  con- 
ducted by  the  Orange  Lodge,  so  confessedly  acknowledged  to1 
be  the  first  in  Europe,  being  composed  of  150  gentlemen, 
among  whom  are  noblemen  and  commoners  of  the  very  first 
distinction.  The  Orange  Lodge  was  first  revived  in  September, 
1780,  at  which  time  it  merely  consisted  of  the  present  past- 
master,  and  two  other  gentlemen;  since  which  time,  147  gen- 
tlemen and  noblemen  have  been  admitted}  members  of  it,  and 
the  most  munificent  acts  of  charity  and  benevolence  have  arisen 
from  this  never  to  be  forgotten  phoenix •" 

27th  May,  1783.-V  At  a  meeting  of  the  Merchants  and 
Tracers,  Wadoell  Cubnikqham,  in  the.ChawyAci*A*B**; 
*r  commerce  was  established"  .  .* 

REFORM  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

The  friends  of  liberty  now  began  to  turn  their  attention  to. 
that  most  important  and  necessary  measure,  without  which,  all 
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the  blessings  w©  enjoy,  are  quite  precarious.— A  Reform  in 
the  Representation  of  the  People;  The  first  resole* 
lions  towards  this  salutary  measure,  in  the  North  were  adopted 
in  the  followiog  meeting. 

"c/tme  9/A,  178S.— At  a  meeting  of  Delegates  from  thirty* 
eight  Corps.of  Volunteers  reviewed  at  Beffast,  the  0tb  of 
June,  1783.  ' 

The  Hon.  Col.  Rowley  in  the  Chair. 

A  Committee  consisting  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  O'Neill, 
Captain  Black,  Colonel  Sharman,  Captain  Waddell  Cunning* 
fcam,  Rev.  Mr  Brison^Mr  Thompson,  and  Lieut.  Moore,  being 
.appointed  to  draw  up  an  Address  to  General  the  Earl  of  Do- 
negal!, reported- the  following,  which  was  read,  and  unani- 
mously agreed  to. 

Resolved  unanimously,— -That  at  an  sera  so  honourable  to  the 
spirit,  wisdom,  and  loyalty  of  Ireland,  A  MORE  EQUAL 
REPRESENTATION  of  the  People  in  Parliament  deserves 
the  deliberate  attention  of  every  Irishman ;  as  that  alone  which 
can  perpetuate  to  future  ages  the  inestimable  'possession  of  a 
free  constitution. — In  this  sentiment,  we  are  happy  to  coincide 
with  a  late  decision  of  ttte  much  respected  Volunteer  J^rmy  of 
the  Proyinee  of  Munster :  as  well  as  with  the  opinion  of  that 
consummate  statesman,  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham  ;  by  whom 
it  was  held  a  favourite  measure  for  checking  venality,  promot- 
ing public  virtue,  and  restoring  the  native  spirit  of  the  consfitu* 
lion.  - 

Resolved,  (with  one  dissenting  voice,)  That  the  enormous  sums 
annually  drawn  from  this  kingdom  by  individuals  or  corporal* 
bodies,  who  reside  generally  or  entirely  m  other  countries;  is 
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a  grievance  oiost  injurious,  and  almost  ruinous  to  Ireland;' 
and  as  such  ought  no  longer  in.  justice  to  be  tolerated  with 
impunity,  or  remain  unnoticed  by  the  Irish  Legislature* 
-  Resohed,  (with  one  dissenting  voice,)  That  we  most  hearti- 
ly concur  with  the  general  sense  of  the  nation.  J' That  an 
Irish  Bill  of  Rights  is  necessary,  as  a  great  national  record  to 
wbich  posterity  may  appeal  at  any  future  emergency." 

Resolved,  t/nammottf/y.—That  the  thanks  of  this  meetings 
be  retnrned  to  Captain  William  Todd  Jones,  oar  Exercising 
Officer,  for  the  singular  politeness  and  ability  with  which  he 
has  conducted  the  Review. 

Resolved,  wwmtmota/y.— That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting 
be  presented  to  Lieutenant  Brads^aw  for  the  accuracy  with , 
*which  be  executed  the  Office  of  Seoruary, 

HERCULES  ROWLEY,  Chairman. 
v         ColonTel  RowlxV  haying  left  the  Chair: 

Resolved.— Thzt  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented 
to  the  Honourable  Colonel  Rowley  for  his  impartial  conduct 
91  the  chair. 

Toiht  Earl  of  Donegal!. 

-  My  Lord, 
The  Corps  this  day  reviewed  by  your  Lordship,  beg  leave 
through  us  their  Delegates  to  return  you  their  warmest  thanks 
for  the  honour  you  have  conferred  upon  them  :  and  to  assure 
your  Lordship  they  felt  every  gratification  from  your  presence 
that  men  could  receive  in  beholding  a  nobleman  whose  charac- 
ter is  so  strongly  marked  by  public  spirit* 
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-  Amid  the  crowd  of  lam|ter4»  who*  living  io  another  king* 
dom,  draw  immense  repenugs  from  this  exhausted  country; 
Without  undertaking  or  contributing  to  any  public  work,  as  a 
compensation  .for  the  injury:  We  feel  the  highest  satisfaction 
«a  thus  addressing  to  yo^r  Lordship  the  due  tribute  of  our 
praise;  and  our  warmest  welcome  and  congratulations  on  your 
Lordship's  arrival  among  us* 

,May  you,  my  Lord,  very  long  enjoy  every  honour  and  ac-  . 
fcnowtedgment  so  justly  due  to  your  Lordship's  munificence^ 
and  consideration  of  tbfe  interests  of  this  country* 
Signed  by  Order, 
HERCULES  BOWLEY,  Chairman 
BdfaH>  Jme  &,  1*83. 

fo  which  his  Lordship  was  pleased  to  return  the  following 
R«pfy: 
Genti>*men,  f 

Words  can  but  feebly  express  my  feelings  on  tnis  occasion, 
or  convey  an  adequate  idtea  of  the  satisfaction  I  received  on 
reviewing  the  Volunteer  Corps  you  represent,  tiAiose  tattfitary 
appearance  and  manoeuvres  would  have  done  honour  4o  v£tto* 
rans.  The  approbation  given  by  so  respectable  a  part  of  the 
community  to  my  endeavours  to  facilitate,  and  promote,  the 
internal  commerce  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom  is  tighly  flat* 
tering  to  me.  JVfy  exertions,  and  I  trust  those  of  others  Who 
fcy  their  possessions  m  this  country  are  interested  fin  itswsfcf- 
Tare,  will  never  be  wfcnflng  towards  obtaining  those  advra- 
tages  which  {he  emancipation  of  its  trade,  and  peace*  Jiave 
brought  wrth^n  its  reach  :  I  **n  ptersuaded  by  a  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  ifcs»  maftufacUires,  and  the  cultiva- 
tion of  its  lands,  (which  now  ought  to  be  our  chief  object)  thisr 
.  kingdom  wi|J  daily  rise  in  wealth,  splendor,  and  consequence/* 
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Jfine  24— ADDRESS  FROM  THE  DELEGATES  OF  THE  ULSTER 
REGIMENT  TO  THE  VOLUNTEERS  OF  ULSTER,  ON  THE 
SUBJECT  OF  PARLIAMENTARY  REFORM. 

*  At  a  meeting  of  the  Delegates  6f  the  Ulster  Regiment,  at 
Hastfcg's,  mlifibttrtj,  the  24th  of  June,  1783,  ' 

r 

Colonel  Rowley,  in  the  Chair, 

Urt  flowing  Address  w*s  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  or^ 
•ered  to  he  printed. 

to  the  Volunteers  of  the  province  of  ulster. 

<€ountrjmen,  Friend*,  und  JFWfotu  Soldier*, 
•  While  most  of  the  nations  in  Europe  are  tamely  submitting 
to  whatever  torn  df  government  one,  or  a  few  despots,  think 
it  to  continue  or  impose  ;  it  is  the  pride  and  glory  of  this,  thai 
fecr  sons  bavte  awakened  From  the  slumber  of  ages,  and  asserfc- 
+d,  with  success,  the  birth-right  of  M  AN-r-ihe  right  of  being 
governed  onjj/  by  laws  of  his  own  making.  You,  our  friends* 
have  been  distinguished  labourers  in  this  great  work;  you  have 
reared  a  temple  to  liberty  whose  base  is  on  a  rock  which  time 
cannot  move.  Your  plan  was  that  of  a  master,  and  the"  execu- 
tion, hitherto,  equal  to  the  design  ;  but  permit  us  to  remind 
yon,  that  much  is  still  wanting  to  its  perfection.  The  people 
of  Ireland  are  now  free  from  the  controul  of  a  foreign  legisla* 
latere,  but  still,  there  are  defects  in  our  constitution  at  home. 
If  these  are  not  redressed,  aH  that  has  been  done  will  only  tend 
to  aggrandize  a  few. 

The  happiness  of  the  People  will  not  he  increased ;  nor 
ihe  burthens  under  which  they  laboured,  lightened  or  removed. 
'Among  these  defects,  the  present  state  of  parliamentary  repre* 
testation  loudly  cads  for  the  first  notice.    No  msn  in  this 
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kingdom  will  be  found  hardy  enough  to  affirm,  that  the  consti- 
tution of  that  assembly  is  perfect,  nor  stands  in  need  of  alter- 
ation  or  amendment.  To  this  reform  we  would  now  call  your 
attention.  There  is  a  wisdom  in,  the  nation  able  to  save  itself. 
Xet  the  sentiments  of  the  people  be  collected ;«  when  joined, 
there  will  be  an  efficacy  in  them,  salutary  and  irresistible*  As 
the  first  step  to  this  desirable  endt  we  take  the  liberty  to  invite 
you,  our  friends  and  fellow-labourers,  to  a  conference  and  ex- 
change of  sentiments  through  your  delegates.  In,  the  confi- 
dence of  our  past  conduct,  we  can  appeal  to  you  and  to  the 
world,  for  the  purity  of  our  motives.— We  have  a  property  in 
our  country,  and  are  enemies  to  eommotipns ;  we  are  acquainted 
with  the  blessings  of  equal  government,  and  will  never  be  the 
instruments  jpf  anarchy  or  confusion.  From  any  attendance  on 
such  a  meeting  be  not  intimidated  by  threats,  nor  cajoled  by 
cunning. — Remember  the  15th  of  February*  1782^— Cherish 
a  similar  spirit  of  wisdom,  moderation,  and  firmness,  and  lika 
success'  will  crown  your  efforts*  One  of  the  provinces  has 
already  led  the  way,-— let  the  others  follow,— let  the  People 
be  'unanimous,  and,  in  Ireland,  "  the  voice  of  the  people 

must  prevail," 

HERCULES  ROWLEY,  Chairman. 

Resolved,*~»Th&t  a  meeting  of  Delegates  from  every  Volun- 
teer Company,  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  counties,  who 
chooses  to  .depute  one,  be  held  at  Hasting's,sin  Lisburn,  on" 
Tuesday  die  first  of  July  next,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  to 
fix  a  proper  lime  and  place  for  a  general  meeting. 

HERCULES  ROWLEY,  Chairman? 

July  1.— On  the  first  of  this  month,  the  delegates  of  forty- 
five  Volunteer  Corps  assembled  at  Lisburn  to  deliberate  on 
measures  for  a  Pa*ijam£Nt.a&y  Reform,  and  a  committed 
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was  by  them  appointed  to  meet  at  Belfast,  at  the  head  of  which 
presided  Colonel  Sharman.  By  this  committee  letters  were 
addressed  to  many  persons  in  England,  most  distinguished  for 
their  talents,  and  their  zeal  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  requesting 
their  advice  and  opinion  on  this  important  subject :  among  these 
were  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  Lord  Effingham,  Mr  Pitt,  Dr 
Price,  Dr  John  Jebb,  Rev.  Christopher  Wy  vill,  (a  church 
clergyman,)  and  Major  John  Cartwiigbt.  On  this  interesting" 
occasion,  the^place  of  secretary  to  the  corresponding  committee 
was  filled  with  great. ability  by  Henry  Joy,  Jun.  of  Belfast.' 
The  answers  of  the  above-mentioned  celebrated  characters  to 
the  committee,  contain  a  valuable-  fund  of  information  on  the 
important  subjects  under  consideration,  but  are  too  long  to  be 
inserted  here. 

July  i 9— ADDRESS /TO  THE  VOLUNTEERS  OF  ULSTER  PROM 
THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE,  AT  BELFAST,  ON 
THE  SUBJECT  OF  PARLIAMENTARY  REFORM,  Ac. 

*  4  MORE  EQUAL  REPRESENTATION. 

BELFAST,  JULY  19,    1783. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  ap- 
pointed by  the  representatives  of  forty-five  Volunteer  corps 
'that  assembled  atLisburn  on  the  1st  instant :— Present,  Lieu* 
tenant  Colonel  Sharman,  Major  Burden,  Captain  Cunningham, 
Captain  Prentice,  Captain  Moore,  Captain  Crawford,  Lieut** 
sant  Tomb,  and  Mr  Robert  Thomson— 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Sharman  in  the  Chair* 

Ordered.— That  the  following  Address  be  published  in  the 
public  prints,  and  a  copy  of  if  sent  to  each  corps  in  the  pre* 
viace,  of  which 'our  secretary  can  get  information.  '  < 
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To  thsVdunieetsqf  Ulster.     ' 

* 

Gentlemen.-^ In  compliance  with  the  order  of  &rty*4ve 
corps  which  appointed  us  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  k 
the  purpose  of  promoting  a  Dungannon  meeting,  Uy  be  held 
the  8th  of  September  next ;  We  think  it  necessary  to  present  a 
view  of  this  several  Volunteer  bodies  who  have  already  declared 
their  determination  to  support  a  parliamentary  reform,  Viz. 

The  province  of  Munster,  by  a  unanimous  declaration  of 
their  representatives,  on  the  1st  of  March  last 

The  representatives  of  thirty-eight  corps  reviewed  at  Belfast 
on  the  9th  of  June  last,  by  a  unanimous  declaration. 

The  united  corps  of  True  Blue  and  Society  Volunteers  of 
the  city  of  Londonderry,  on  parade  the  3.0th  of  June,  by  unani- 
mous* declaration. 

The  Londonderry  Artillery  Company,  the  Londonderry  In- 
dependent Volunteers,  and  Liberty  Volunteers,  on  parade  the 
1st  of  July,  by  unanimous  declaration. 

The  representatives  orforty-five  corps  convened  at  Lisburn 
the  1st  qf  July  instant,  by  unanimous  declaration.   N 

The  representatives  of  34  corps  reviewed  at  Brougfcshane  on 
the  10th  instant,  by  a  unanimous  declaration. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  the  idea  of  a  parliamentary  reform  has 
already  received  the  sanction  of  15,000  Volunteers;  with  at 
warm  promise  of  support  from  the  great  patron  of  Irish  liberty, 
the  Earl  of  Charlemont;  and  has  received,  in  a  very  short 
time,  the  general  approbation  of  all  ranks  and  denominations 
of  independent  freeholders. 

Having  given  this  information,  it  only  remains  at  present  to 

*  assure  you,  that  we  are  diligently  applying  ourselves  to  thp 

discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  as ;  and  earnestly  to  request, 
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that  every  Volunteer  corps  in  Ulster  may  be  represented  at- 
Dungannon  on  the  Sth  of  September  next,  and  that  their  dele* 
gates  oajf  be  fiuonished  with  written  instructions  to  declare  ap« 
probation  or  disapprobation  of  the  measure  of  a  parliamentary 
reform  ;— leaving  it  to  the  united  wisdom  of  the  assembled 
delegates,  to  pursue  such  further  measures  to  promote  this 
jpsat  object^  as  shall  apppear  to  them  most  proper. 

WILLIAM  SHARMAN,  Chairman. * 


ELECTION  BOB  THE  COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM. 

«  T+%kt  Inhabitants  of  Belfast. 

Gbntlkmen.— »We,  whose  names  are  undersigned,  request 
you  to  meet  at  the  market-house  on  Wednesday  next,  at  1£ 
o'Clock,  in  particular,  to  determine  whether  you  will,  at  the 
approaching  election  for  the  county  of  Antrim,  vote  for,  or 
support  any  candidate  who  will  not  make,  subscribe,  and  pub* 
ljsh  a  declaration,  that  he  will  in  all  cases  vote  and  act  in  par* 
liament  agreeable  to  the  instructions  he  may  from  time  to  time 
receive  from  Am  constituents;  and  in  general  to  consider  of  and 
decide  upon  all  such  matters  as  may  be  then  and  there  proposed 
relative  to  said  election. 

*  We  are,  most  respectfully, 

Gentlemen, 
Tour  very  humble  Servants. 


Belfast,  July  14,  1^83. 
Wa^deU  Cumitagfiajn  .    James  T.'  Kennedy 


John  Brown 
Samuel  Brown 
W^Ham  Brown 
Jamea  Ferguson 

* 


David  Tomb     . 
John  M'Cracken* 
Thomas  Milliken 
Bobert  Thompson 
2*j 


Alexander  Orr 
William  Boyle 
James  Weir 
Joh»,  Campbell  W*ri» 
James  Graham 
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James  Magee  Hugh  M*  I]  wain  James  Park,  Jan. 

John  Henderson  Henry  Haslett  Francis  Hamilton  * 

Joseph  Stephenson  Isaac 'Miller  Thomas  Stoclaire 

James  Murphy  Sairuel  Carson  ..    Francis  Taggart." 

Patrick  Gaw  Thomas  M<Cabe 

"TOWN-HOUSE,  BELFAST,  July  14,  1783. 

At  a  very  numerous  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  convened  by 
public  notice. 

Thomas  Sinclaire,  Esq;  in  the  Chair* 

Resolved,  (\$  dissenting,)— That  bur  Chairman  be,  and 
kereby  is  requested  to  write  in  our  name  to  our  highly  respected 
landlord,  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Donegall,  and  to 
return  his  Lordship  our  most  cordial  thanks  for  his  Lordship's 
very  patriotic  and  constitutional  declaration,  so'  explicitly  made, 
and  so  often  repeated,  viz.  That  his  Lordship  would  not  in- 
terfere directly  or  indirectly  in  the  election  for  this  county. 

Resolved,  unanimously '.—That  in  order  to  ascertain  the  prin- 
ciples of  candidates  for  the  trust  of  representation,  in  parlia- 
ment, we  hold  it  an  indispensible  duty  that  previous  to  an  elec- 
tion they  explicitly  declare  the  great  outlines  of  their  political 
/sentiments. 

Resolved,  fll  dissenting.)— That  we  highly  "approve  the 
substance  of  a  declaration  which  was  submitted  to  the  free* 
holders  of  this  county  at  their  meeting  on  the  5th ,  instant—' 
As  it  contained  a  promise  of  compliance  with  the  instructions 
of  constituents,  wheir  convened  by  public  notice  from  the 
Sheriff  or  from  sixty  freeholders :— -of  a  faithful  attendance 
in  parliament  ;-f-and  an  engagement  to  use  every  effort  to  pro- 
cure an  act  or  acts  of  the  legislature  to  promote,  that  great, 
salutary,  and  necessary  msasur*— a  more  equal  representation 
if  the  people.  » 


17&]  THE  HISTORY  OP  BELFAST.  243 

•  i 

v  .  • 

Resolved,  (S  dissentient.) — That  we  will  at  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion, decidedly  prefer  and  support  such  candidate  or -candidates, 
who  shall  make,  subscribe,  and  publish  a  declaration  so  agree- 
able to  the  genius  of  our  free  constitution ;— a  declaration 
which  does  not  require  the  formality  of  an  oath,  but  only  a 
simple  adoption  of  the  said  declaration  in  an  address  to  the  * 
freeholders,  inserted  in  the  public  prints. 

Resolved,  unanimously.— That  as  a  dissolution  of  parliament 
is  every  day  expected,  and  as  it  was  neglected  at  the  late  county 
meeting,  we  most  earnestly  recommend  that  parish  meetings, 
similar  to  those  had  prior  to  the  last  glorious  election  for  this  s 

county,  be  held  without  the  least  delay ;  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
claring their  sentiments  to  the  public  on  the  preceding  -points, 
and  for  appointing  from  four  to  eight  delegates  from  each  pa- 
rish—that the  whole  aggregate  of  county  delegates  may  with- 
out loss  of  time  be  convened  to  concert  the  most  eligible  mea- 
sures for  promoting  the  freedom*  and  independence  of  the 
county. 

Resolved,  umnmousty.*-That  the  following  gentlemen  he, 
and  they  hereby  are  appointed  our  delegates  for  the  above 
purpose,  and  that  they,  as  soon  as  may  be,  do,  in  conjunction 
with  other  delegates  as  shall  be  appointed  for  some  of  the 
neighbouring  parishes,  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  delegates 
for  the  said  county,  viz. 

Messrs  Thomas  Sinclair©  Messrs  William  Brown 

W.  Cunningham  Robert  Thompson  *         ' 

James  Ferguson  Thomas  M'Cabe 

DaridTomb  John  Brown 

Resolved,  una*im(mly,--That  we  highly  admire,  approve^  n 
and  honour  the  virtuous  exertions  of  our  much  respected 
friends—the  inhabitants  of  Lisburn,  in  exercising  those  elec-        ( 
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tive  rights  with  which  the  constitution  vests  their  borough.; 
and  in  disclaiming  an  interference  which  directly  contradicts 
a  fundamental  principle  of  that  constitution. 

THOMAS  SINCLAIR^,  Chairman." 

<  "  DONEG ALL-ARMS,  July  **,  Iftt 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Delegates  appointed  by  the  town  of  Belt 
fast,  in  relation  to  the  approaching  Election.-— Ordered,  That 
tne  following  Address  be  published ; 

Tb  the  Inhabitants  cf  J$elfa*t. 

Gentlemen.— In  the  execution  of  the  trust  you  reposed  ia 
lis,  on  finding  .that  two  of  the  Candidates  who  had  not  subscribed 
and  published  the  Declaration,  intended  to  canvass  for  votes, 
we  cautioned  you  against  making  any  promise  to  any  candidate 
except  Mr  Rowley,  until  such  time  as  some,  other  candidate 
would  also  publish  such  declaration. 

The  manner  in  which  Mr  Rowley  had  anticipated  the  wishes 
of  the  independent  interest  of  the  county,  by  a  very  early,  a 
clear,  and  explicit  adoption  of  a  Declaration  which  gave  gene- 
ral satisfaction  to  that  interest— rendered  any  application  to 
liim  unnecessary ;  and,  in  our  opinion,  marked  him  in  the 
strongest  terms  THE  MAN  OF  THE  PEOPLE,  whadain* 
the  first  and  most  decided  independent  support. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  two  other  candidate*,  we  sent  ttte  fol- 
lowing requisition  to  each  of  tbem  : 

"  The  Delegates  appointed  by  the  town  of  Belfast,  request 
that  will  be  so  good  explicitly  to  declare,  Whether  he 

Ml  comply  with  theinstruetiohs  of  his  constituents,  prcYicteft 
•1»  be  returned  to  repreeentthe  county  bf  Antrim  in  parliament, 
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on  all  such  occasions  as  they  may,  at  any  meeting  or  meetings, 
convened  by  public  notice  from  the  Sheriff,  or  from  sixty.  Free- 
holders, tliink  it  proper  to  interfere  in. 

"  Mr  Cunningham tis  appointed  to  call  for  an  answer  in  wri- 
ling,  at  seven  o'Ctock  this  evening." 

«  Belfast,  %\st  July,  IWt? 

In  answer  to  which  we  have  received  the  following  replies  ; 
which  we  deem  it  our  indispensible  duty  to  convey  to  you  and 
the  electors  at  large,  for  your,  and  their  consideration. 

Thomas  Sinclaiie,  Robert  Thomson,  Waddcll  Cunningham, 

James  Ferguson,  Thomas  M<Cabe,  William  Brown, 

John  Brown,  David  Tomb. 

fo  the  Delegates  appointed  by  the  Town  qf  Belfas^ 

Gentlemen,— The  reason  I  assigned  to  you  some  hours  i 
since  fpr  not  answering  your  letter  before  seven  o'clock,  has,  I 
hope,  been  satisfactory.  I  will  trouble  you  with  as  few  words 
in  reply  to  the  application  with  which  you  honoured  me  as  art 
possible  for  me  to  use ;  and/I  sincerely  hope,  that  they  may 
be  sufficiently  explicit  and  satisfactory.  In  relation  to  every 
question  which  my  constituents  shall  judge  to  be  such  an  im« 
portant  question  as  may,  in  their  opinion,  affect  in  its  conae* 
quences,  the  constitution  or. the  commerce  of  this  kingdom; 
it  is  ray  principle,  and  I  will  adhere  to  that  principle,  that  the 
instructions  of  my  constituents,  convened  as  you  describe, 
shall  direct  my  conduct.  I  flattered  myself  that  J  bad  con- 
veyed these  sentiments  to  you  in  my  first  public  address,  I 
assure  you,  gentlemen,  it  wte  my  intention  mo  to  have  dene; 
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and  I  am  happy  that  this  occasion  has  given  me  an  opportunity 
of  making  myself  perfectly  understood  by  you:     I  am, 
.    Gentlemen,  N 

t  With  great  respect/ 

Your  obedient  and 

Faithful  humble  servant, 
*     Belfast,  July  21,  1783.  JAMES  LESLIE. 

To  the  Electors  of  the  County  of  Antrim. 

Gentlemen, 

'  When  at  the  county  of  Antrim  meeting,  I  stated  my  ob- 
jection to  that  part  of  the  Declaration  which  required  that  u  at 
all  time,  the  representative  should  obey  the  instructions  of  his 

»  constituents  regularly  assembled,"  I  omitted  one  .distinction 
en  the  subject,  which  is,  that  in  every  case,  in  which  the  con- 
stituents shall,  at  any  time  conceive,  that  the  constitution  or 
commerce  of  Ireland  is9  in  the  most  remote  degree,  affected, 
or  concerned  : — In  my  opinion  Representatives  should  implicit 
ty  obey  the  instructions  of  constituents ;  a  duty  which  I  so- 
lemnly  acknowledge  myself  bound  hy%  and  amenable  to,  if  I 
shall  have  the  honour  of  receiving  those  of  the  county  of  An- 
trim. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  mode  of  collecting  the  sense  of 
county  constituents,  to  which  I  will  be  amenable,  is  by  a  call 
of  the  sheriff— or  of  sixty  Freeholders,  a  previous  notice  of 

«  fourteen  days  bang  given.— For  a  substantial  reform  of  parlia- 
ment,' and  faithful  attendance  of  my  duty,  I  have  formerly,  in 
the  fullest  manner  declared. 

JOHN  O'NEILL,  (AJlenxards  Lord  ONeM.") 
Belfast,  %Ut7uly,m8.    l 
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To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the  County 
of  Antrim. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  had  the  honour  at  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders, 
convened  by  the  High  Sheriff  on  the  5th  instant,  to  be  put  in 
nomination  as  a  representative  for  this  county  on  the  ensuing 
general  electiop,  I  take  this  public  method  of  repeating  the 
high  sense  I  there  expressed,  of  this  very  flattering  mark  of 
thefr  approbation*;  and  of  d&claring,  that,  in  consequence 
thereof,  I  shall-  submit  myself  to  the  consideration  of  the 
county. 

The  uninfluenced  support  t>f  the  electors  of  this  great  and 
spirited  county,  (the  first  object  of  my  ambition,)  shall  evftr 
command  my  strenuous  exertions  in  forwarding  every  mea- 
sure tending  to  establish  the  constitutional  and  commercial 
rights  of  my  country  ;*  and  in  promoting  with  all  my  influence, 
such  a  radical  parliamentary  reform,  as  may  restore  io  the 
constituent  body  of  the  kingdom  that  weight  which  forms  the 
basis,  and  is  the  best  security  of  the  constitution.  .  ' 

.  r  JOHN  O'NEILL,, 

•      Shanee-Castle,  22d  July. 

August  5.—-"  At  a  full  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Amicable 
Society  :— 

Resolved,  unanimously,— Th&t  we  behold  with  admiration 
the  virtuous  endeavours  of  our  highly  esteemed  brethren  and 
fellow-citizens, — The  independent  electors  of  the  borough  of 
"  Lisburn. 

'  Resolved j  unanimously, — That  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power,  support  them  in  their  glorious  attempt  to  regain  their 
constitutional  rights. 

AMYAS  GRIFFITH,  Chairman:9 
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*«  At  a  meeting  of  The  Belfast  Society,  August  7,  n$S, 
the  following  Address  was  unanimously  agreed  upon :  - 

To  the  Independent  Electors  of  the  Borough  o/Lisburn.  , 
Friends,  Fellow  Soldiers,  Brethren,  and  Neighbours  ! 
We  behold  your  virtuous  and'  glorious  struggled  in  favour 
^f  tit* freedom  of  election,  with  a  degree  of  heartfelt  s^tisfacUoa 
more  easily  to  be  understood  than  expressed.-^ We  are  highly 
delimited  when  we  see  yon  resolutely,  standing  firm  to  you*; 
first  purpose  of  supporting  the  men  of  your  own  choice ;  re- 
gardleae  of  the  allurements  that  Aave  been  made  use  of  to  de- 
grade you,  and  render  you  more  contemptible  than  the  beasts 
of  the  field,  by  attempting  to  make  you  vote  contrary  to  your 
sacred  promise,  and  in  opposition;  toy  pur  own  signature*. 

Persevere  then  in  the  gloriou*cause }— continue  steadily  to 
support  your  rights,  and  your  wpitby  candidates  Shajwan 
*nd  Jokes;—* they  have  stepped  forth  on  the  sure  constitutional 
ground  of  freedom;— it  is  your  indispensiMe  duty  to  attaefi 
yourselves  to  them,  and  save  yourselves  and  your  posterity 
from  infamy  and.  detestation. 

'Tis  not  the  battle  of  your  forowgA  alone,  you  are  so  twwly 
fighting, — it  is  the  battle  of  the  nation,  and  all  good  men  who 
wish  well  to  freedom  and  independence,  ace  interested  in  the 
event,  and  will  support  each  injured  elector.  Above  200  of 
the  first  characters  in  Belfast  have  already  declared  it ;  and 
we,  on  our  parts,  do  most  sincerely  premise,  to  aid  and  assist 
such  of  you,  as  may  be  injured,  for  voluntarily  and  freely  voting 
as  your  consciences  dictate,  'to  the  utmost  extent  of  pur  power. 
JOSEPH  DRENNAN,  Chairman:' 

August  7.—"  The  sovereign  and  burgesses  of  the  borough 
•f  Ballast  re-elected  Counsellor  Crookshank  and  Major  Skef. 
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fington,  to  represent  them  in  the  ensuing  parliament.  A  rery 
large  body  of  the'm6st  respectable  inhabitants  attended,  and 
required  from  them* (through  a  barrister,)  a  similar  declaration, 
to  that  adopted  by  aH  ^candidates  fdr  the  county  of  Antrim, 
regarding  their  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  inha* 
tritants  of  the  town  ;-~attendance  in  parliament— and  a  mote 
equal  representation  of  the  people  in  parliament,  which  they 

«  BELFAST  MEETING. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  convened 
by  public  notice,  7th  August,  178$, 

James  Ferguson,  Esq.  M,  D.  in.  the  Chair. 
Resolved,  unanimously.— That  we  highly  approve  of  the  con-  '■ 
duct  of  our  committee  of  eight  delegates ;  to  whose  strenu* 
©us  efforts  we  conceive  that  the  inclfpendent  interest  of  this 
towji  has  been  materially  indebted/       •    '  ^*- 

Resolved,  unanimously.— That  we  warmly  coincide  with  our 
delegates  in  the  opinion,  that  Mr  ttowley*i  clear,  early,  and 
explicit  adoption  of  the  Declaration  proposed  at  the  County 
*  Meeting,  marks  him [  irir  the  strongest  terms,'  THE  H'aS  OF 
THE  PEOPLE ;«— and  we  will,  therefore,  exert  every  nerve 
in  his  support :  conceiving  that  in  supporting  him  we  support 
the  Independent  Interest  of  the  County  of  Antrim. 

Resolved  Unanimously.— That  we  think"  the  Independent 
Interest  would  be  strengthened  and  effectually  secured,  were  the 
"  second  votes  given  to  Mr.  ONeill,  which  we  conceive  from  his 
very  proper  conduct  in  the  glorious  election^ of  1776,  and  hoi 
late  solemn  engagements  to  the  county,  he  justly  m&i&fthete* 
fore,  we  will,  at  the  ensuing  election,  support  him  with  o*t 
second  totes  and  interest.   '  '    •'      t      v  - 

•      JAMES  FERGUSON/  tf.  D,  OWn***.* 
«  2i 
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PAETICULARS  relative  tq  the  election. 

,      '<  On  Tuesday  j|ast  caramon  *t  CwTickfeqgus,  theckctionfor 

,iIfrMgfatt  rf*b«  Shire  to  represent  ,th#.  County  of  Arxjum. 

„  The  Bight  Ho*.  John  Q\Neill  being  proposed  by  C.  R.  Dobbs, 

c  J^q.  seconded  by  R.  G.  Kerr,  Ess,,  and  the  question  pu^ it  wss 

.oarrfccl  unanimously  in  the  affinnative.    The  Hon*  Pereuks 

Rowley  being  proposed  by  Roger  Moore*  Eeqv  seconded  by 

Marriot  Dalway,  Eftj.-the-  same  unanimity  pervaded ;  after 

which  their  election  was  declared,  and  the,  formality  of  dishing 

duly  observed. ,        •  ,  ' 

The  meeting  broke  up  after  the  following  Resolution  was 
moved:  ...  .  .     ,- 

R&olved,  (t  tiismtitig  vwceJf—Tkrt  Mr  Willson,  by  to 
stepping  forth  as  a,  candidate  in  the  year  1776  to  represent 
the  county  of  Antrim  in  Parliament,  did  essentially  .serve  the 
Independent  Interest. 

Near  250  Freeholders  were  entertained  at  dinner  in  the 
Court-House  by  the  new  members.  The  following  selection  of 
,Ebe  toasts  drank  after  dinner,  convey  the  spirit  of  the  meet- 
ing:—   

Our  Members,  the  Honourable  Hercules  Rowley,  sjid  the 
Right  Honourable  John  O'NeUU  The  King  and  Constitution 
of  Ireland.  The  High  Sheriff  of  tfre  County  of  Antrim.— 
Captain  Willson,,  our  late  Representative,  who,  first  gave,  effi- 
cacy to  the  Independent  Interest,  The  Volunteers  of  Ireland, 
and  their  worthy  General,  Lord  Charlemont.  The  indepen- 
dent and  virtuous  Electors  of  the  Borough  of  Lisborn.  W«y 
the  glorious  example  of  the.  Borough  of  Lisburn  be  followed  b) 
every  Borough  in  Vie  kingdom  of  Irelmdl  .  Wjjiiam  Shar- 
*ajt  aoi  .ya$aorl\*M  Jgnes,  M&&. thetfndependent  M§*> 


b*K?  of  th$  Iodfpcndeiit  Borough,  of  Lisburn,  The  Constitu- 
te CM  ofLUbqrp,  (infa  <*wraj;  W^dj  <awuin$ia«t, 
J5*r*  ***4  *be'  QeUast  division  of  U^  ^nsti*u&>Q  CM  .<*?>' 
I#kun*<  The  L«nw  independents,  (?toe  ctattj.  4%: 
tie  possessor  of  every  Btfpv&b  ifi  thh  kj^<fa  Jtfto  th#s*r, 
<mk$f*W  patriot*  jpenejrd,  ford  Cf*affynQ#$  «fa  fe* 
decidedly  declared  that  he  will  most*  strewwfy  .st&pwt  a  «***.; 
e^It&mseMUtw  A  J^«E  $Q|JAk  ftfi- 

PftE^NJATIONi  Off  THE  PEQPife  Mm  <****>  ml* 
a^en^lurst  qf  applau^.J    TH&ISAJS&IY  QF  THB 
PEOPLE.    Mey  t&e  voice  of  th^Hpus*  of  Commons  be  fi¥^r  . 
directed  by  the  sense  of  $e  pWfifo  ~  The  15&  F<?briwy>j 
1K«.    M*y  tbe  *th,  &ptomfc«Hy  1W<  T*W:>W*Wrt  W*. 
gkxtou* as  the  150*  PeJ>nwy,  1/ftg.    The  toga,  and  |rade  qf . 
B*lfa£t,  and  prosperity  to  it    May  *haj  tirttiftm  «onro*Mfik 
rf  the  people;  which  haa,w<fere4  t&ft.  fcttgton  .  tb*  admir^ 
tion  of  Europe,  te  indissoluble.     May  every  mandate  tqf  ab 
Lord  toiitfhtenc*  tkeMofytf  his  tenantry  be,  trampled  on  apd 
treated  fiiih  the  contempt  if  faeces.     Tte  Hono^raWe  Mr%; 
Qt$m  as  a»  example  of  ipuWjp  and  pri* at*  iftty%- 

^faegenOeifta*  whog&ya  &e  lest  twtfHMfc**  **  1?J*  ifa* 
foflowing  efegant  and;  j***  *td<?ghun: 

i«Tbereisawowa4iathi*iaiig4ofltt»  fl^«*M«*ttW*fr 
torn  Cwrifekfcepw,  whose  soul  is  fraught  pwtfc  every  flpbfo. 
aid  prijafe  wtu*  *he*e .,WWf.  ptf*  ^^  %  .«fl4.  PW*/ 
nerve  is  strung  with  the  sentiments  of  liberty  that  unite  ,uf, 
tfeaday;  tbough Jt'-flMgL  |«  iafcrinni  iff  .pMtaea  a  htff* 
name  of  her  conaeqttew^  in  3  nwth»  9*  ^  W»<V  ?*U%* 
]freralitj»<tf  sentiment  which  is  *be  c^r^rirtio  of  t^  ^ 
lightened  age, dsriisa  our  rafuwag  a  tim<«  .of  adowtic^  $a\ 
any  sex,  when transcendent  meriu so  jaady  deinjp^it/*  ^  >v 
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*  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  manner  in  whichrit  was  re* 
ceived  ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  not  a  word  could  be  heard  for  full 
half  an  hour  together;  everybody  standing  up  (even  on  the 
benches)  huzzaing,  and  seeming  to  vie  with  each  ptber  whe 
should  shew  the  greatest  joy  and  admiration. 

Thus  terminated  an  election  which  it  was  expected  would 
hate  been  warmly  contested. 

-  On  this  occasion,  the  exemplary  conduct  of  the  eight  dele* 
'gates  of  Bblfast  in  insisting  on  a  solemn  engagement  of  com* 
pliance  with  the  sense  of  Constituents,— the  anticipation  of  the 
declaration  by  Mr  Rowley,— its  explicit  adoption  by  Mr 
O'Neill  and  Mr  Leslies— -with  the  very  polite  conduct  of  the 
latter  ia  withdrawing  at  a  time  and  in  a  manner  that  does  hint 
much  honour,— vire  such  testimonies  of  spirit;  freedom  and  in* 
dependency,  a*  will  be  long  remembered  with  virtuous  pride* 
by  the  freemen  and  freeholders  of  this  great  and  respectable 
county.  r 

The  former  glorious  election  of  1776,  drew  forth  the  latent 
pfcwers  of  an  independent  body  of  people,  inspired  by  their 
religion  and  education,  with  an  exalted  sense  of  the  blessings 
ofemi  liberty ; — and*he  determination  of  the  freeholdenRat 
ine  present  occasion,  to  elect  suefc  men,  and  such  only,  as* 
added  to  great-stakes  in  the  county; :  would  enter  into  engage- 
ments of  honour,  to  act  in  perfect  conformity  to  the  sense  of 
constituents,  Will  be  a  lasting  monument  of  their  wisdom,  ant) 
unanimity.  "  - 

;  Themanner  in  which*  Mr*Rowley  and  Mr  O'Neill  are  re- 
turned id  parliament,  is  an  honourable  testimonial  of  the  high 
respect  in  which*  their  conduct  is  deservedly  held— and  atrongly.  _ 
marks  rhem  as  natural  guardians  of*  the  rights  and  interests 
•f  this  county;  - 
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The  two  gentlemen  who  now  represent  this  high  spirited 
county,  wiB  become  the  most  popular  and  honoured  men  in 
the  kingdom,  by  giving  early  intimations  to  the  county  when 
any  matter  of  great  importance  is  likely  to  be  agitated  in  par-  ' 
Bament/— and  by  resting  their  claims  for  the  veneration  of  the 
people,  on  the  only  firm,  the  only  patriotic  basis— uniform 
compliance  with  the  desires  of  their  constituents' 

The  exultation  of  the  Town  or  Belfast,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  new  members  on  Wednesday,  was  universal.  The  inhabi- 
tants  insisted  on  chairing  them,  which  was  done  with  the  at- 
tendance of  the  greatest  multitude  we  have  seen  on  any  oc- 
casion in  this  place.  >  The  evening  concluded  with  bonfires, 
illuminations,  and  every  other  mark  of  joy. 

A  very  elegant  and  crowded  Ball  was  given  by  the  metnbera 
in  the  Exchange  Rooms.'* 

«  To  the  Electors  tfthe  County  Antrim.  '     .. 

Gentlemen, 
The  very  honourable  support  we  have  experienced  from  the    v 
independent  men  of  a  county,  which  in  general  spirit  and  the 
truest  political  principle  yields  to  no  other,  Remands  the 
warmest  acknowledgements  that  it  is  possible  to-offer.    The 
unanimity  which  prevailed  in  our  election,  we  shafl  ever  hetd  • 
an  honour  of  the  first,  magnitude,  but  our  sense  of  it  wH  be    K 
bqpter  expressed  by  an  honest  representation  of  our  constituents, 
than  by  any  other  return  we  are  capable  of  making.    Faithfdly 
to  convey  your  sentiments  and -wishes,  shall  be  the  first  object  of 
our  lives,  as  that  tenure  by  which'  alone  the  parliamentary  trust 
can  be  deemed  honourable  or  consonant  to  the  spirit  of  a  free 
constitution, ,  Permit  us  to  reflect  with  pride  on  the  glorious 
spirit  pf  independence  exhibited  4*y  this  county  h*  the  election 
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of  1776,  and  to  congratulate  you,  and  the  kingdom  at  large, 

on  its  rapid  growth  and  progress  from  that  to  the  present  mo- 

* 
menu    We  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  time,  when  a 

rising  generation,  whose  minds  are  strongly  impressed  with 
the  value  of  their  civil  rights,  will  infuse  such  a  portion  of 
spirit  into  the  community  at  large,  as  must  render  our  consti« 
tution  as  durable  as  in  its  principles  it  is  free.  Our  former  ex-* 
plicit  obligations  of  honour  it  would  be  unnecessary  here  to 
repeat;— we  shall  therefore  only  add,  that  we  are, 
Gentlemen, 
'   Your  most  obliged, 

And  faithful  humble  Servants, 
4  JEtBKCtEUe  ROWLEY. 

JOHN  O70EIUL* 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  BELFAST  m  THE 
ELECTION  FOR  THE  COUNTV  OF  DOWN; 

«  At  a  numerous  meeting  of  mhabitantB  of  the  town  of  Bel- 
fast, 2d  September,  1783,  * 

Waddell  Cunningham,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Mfsohedi  as;it  appear*  to  us  by  Mr  Stewards  advertisement 
of  this  day,  that  a  junction  of  interests  between  Lord  Kilwar- 
lint  and  tfee  Hon;  Mr,  Ward,  has  been  aiowed,  that  we.  thipk  it 
ourdttty,  *s  friends  to  independence^  to  express  out  dpapppo* 
ba^n^jsp  e*tjawdioflry  a  proceeding  of  & gefiticiwn*  wW 
set  hinlf&If  at  the  head  of  the  independent  invest,  without 
ei^ii  waiting,  for  their,  nomination. 

JtoofowJ.— That  Mr  Ward,  by  forming  such  ft  junction,,  b*t 
forfeited  the  sppportgof  every  friend  to  the  freedpm  pf  election, 
ha,vk^g  by  it  jebtwa  9  disposition  to- sacrifioe  the,  uidepende&c* 
of  the  county in  his  ow*  {tfwalc  views* 
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Resdtved.— that  as  Mr  Stewart's  conduct  irr  parliament  has 
been  uniformly  good,  supporting,  at  alt' times,  the  rignts,  pri- 

'  vileges,  and  interest*  of  the  people  of  Ireland ;  and  as  he  ha% 
with  the  strictest  honour,  resisted  all  offers  and  solicitations  of 

'  a  junction  with  the  Lordly  Interest,  he  is  entitled  tothe  godd 
wishes  and  support  of  all  honest  men,  and  the  friends  of  liberty 

'  and  independency.* 

ResolveiL— That,  while  we  lament  the  necessity  that  tenants 
think  themselves  under  of  giving  one  vote  to  their  landlord*, 
we  must  bold*  91  contempt  ap$  detestation  the  man  who  has 
not  spirit  enough  to  give  his  second  according  to  his  conscience, 
and  that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  support  those 
who  have  the  integrity  to  do  it,  against  all  oppressors. 

Resolved.— That,  at  this  time,  when  our  salvation  depends 
on  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  the  loss  of  such  a.  man  as  Mr 
Stewart  from  the  national  council  would  be  a  national  loss ;  and 
that  therefore  it  is  our  duty,  as  warm  friends  to  the  interests 
of  Ireland,  to  express  our  warmest  wishes  for  his  success  in 
the  present  election.   - 

WADDELL  CUNNINGHAM,  Chairman/' 

•  On  Monday  the  Sth  of  September,  was  beld  the  celebrated 
.MEETING  AT  DUNGANNON,  (when  there  assembled 
the  Delegates  from  272  Corps  of  Volunteers,.  Colonel  Jilwe 
St$waet  presiding  in  die  chair ;)  and  a  number  of  excellent  re* 
solutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to,  in  favour  of  4  Par- 
liamentary Rkfobv. 

September  16. — Approbation  of  the  Dungannon  Resolution* 
hy  the  County  of  Antrim  Grand  Jury. 

•  Mr  Stewart  ii  now  M*ry%i*  of  Londonderry,  lib 
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"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Antrim, 

at  Cartickfergus,  on  the  l6th  September  1783. 

Resolved,  unanimously.— .That  we  very  highly  approve  of 
the  mise— spirited— and  unanimous  Resolutions  of  ?our  fellow- 
citizens  assembled  at  Dungannon  on  Monday,  the  8th  instant, 
on  the  subject  of  A  MOftE  EQUAL  REPRESENTATION 
OF  THE  PEOPLE  in  Parliament :— that  we  heartily  accede 
to  lack  of  them,  and  willco-operafe  in  every  constitutional  eir- 
^rtion  necessary  to  render  them  effectual  . 

1  JOHN  O'NEILL,  Foreman, 

and  Fallows.* 

September  24.— -Approbation  of  the  Dungannon  Resolutions, 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  Belfast. 

.  «  To  tht  Inhabitants  of  Belfast. 

Gentlemen,  \ 

We  request  you  jnay  meet  at  the  Town-House  on  Wednes- 
day next,  at  12  o'clock,  to  take  under  consideration  the  Reso- 
lutions of  the  Volunteer  Army  of  Ulster  assembled  at  Dun* 
gannon,  by  their  delegates,  on  the  8th  instsnt;  to  declare  , 
your  sentiments  respecting  the  same ;  and,  provided  you  shall 
approve  thereof,  to  instruct  your  representatives  to  give  the 
most  decided  support  in  parliament  to  a  bill  for  a  radical  and 
•  substantial  reform  in  the  representation  of  the  people,  and, 
also,  U>  instruct  your  representatives  on  such  other  points  as 
you  shall  think  necessary  and  proper.    We  are,  _  • 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servants, 
nth  September,  1783. 

Waddell  Cunningham        Samuel  Ashmore  John  Beshford 

Jams*  Pattern*  William  Burfttg  Thomas  Sinclair* 
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James  Holmes ' 
William  Boyl$ 

Hugh  ft'Jlwain 
John  Smyth 
Jos»p^  Stevensan   ^ 
Hugh  Graham 
John  Luke 
Thomas  Brow* 
Francis  Taggart   . 
John  Holmes 
Stewart  Beatty 
Samuel  Browa 
.  Egbert  Hyndman" 


Alex.  H.  Haliday 
John  Hamilton 
Henry  Jfea  jun. 
'lamed  Caffon, 
JReftett  Bradskaw 
James  Park 
John  M'Cracken 
Thomas  Hardin 
Alex*  Arthur 
Bknard  Seeds 
Tliomaa  Millikcn 
Bobert  Thomson 
John  Swing 
Ales.  Orr 


Patrick  Gaw 
Archibald  Scott 
William  Brown 
Valentine  Jones 
David  Tomb 
Thomas  Gregg 
William  Irvin  ' 
James  Ferguson, 
Valentine  Joyce 
James  Magee 
David  Watson 
Thomas  M«Cabe 
James  Luke 
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«  TOWN  HOVSE^BELFAST,  mh  Sbpt.  1783. 

£t  a  very  numerous  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  convened 
public  notice,  dated  the  l7th  instant,  signed  by  46  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  and  published  in  ths  Belfast  News-Letter, 

Jaws*  Ferguson,  Esq.  M.  D.  in  the  Chain 

The  requisition  calling  the  meeting,  and  stating  the  business 
proposed  for  deliberation,  being  read  by  the  chairman ;  the  re- 
solutions of  the  Volunteer  army  of  Ulster,  assembled  by  their 
delegates  on  the  8th  instant  at  Dungannon,  wereread,  para* 
graph  by  paragraph. 

1st.  Resolved,  unanimously.— Thzk  we  highly  approve  o£ 
cordially  accede  to,  and  adopt  as  our  own— each  and  every  of 
the  wise,  just,  and  spirited  resolutions  of  die  Volunteer  army 
of  Ulster,  entered  into  on  the  8th  instant  at  Dungannon ;  that 
we  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  to  co-operate  with  them,  and 
our  felkw-subjects  at  large,  .in  every  exertion  that  may  be 
found  necessary  to  obtain  a  speedy  and  radical  reform  in  the 
^presentation  of  the  people :  that  we  hereby  offer  our  warmest 

9  -  -Sic 
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thanks  to  the  said  Volunteers  for.  their  glorious  conduct  on  this 
and  6Y1  every  other  occasion ;  and  we  earnestly,  but  most  res- 
pectfully, entreat  all  our  fellow-citizens  of  this  province  to  as- 
semble in  their  several  towns  and  parishes,  to  declare  their 
sentiments  on  this  important  subject,  and  to  shew  the  world— 
they  mre  determined  to  be  free. 

2 A  Resolved,  unanimously.— That  we  admire  the  wisdom' 
exemplified  in  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  in  avoiding  ihe 
consideration  of  a  multiplicity  of  objects  ;  and  in  limiting 
their  solemn  appeal  to  the  kingdom  to  the  one  great  point— 
A  more  equal  representation  : — As'  the  want  of  union 
in  our  sister  country,  when i  engaged  in  a  similar  pursuit 
•was  that  alone  which  for  a  time  rendered  her  noble  efforts  in* 
effectual :  and  as  a.peifect  unity  of  design  in  the  four  provinces 
of  Ireland,  being  fraught  with  every  blessing,  must  finally  ter* 
minate  in."  virtue,  liberty,  an d\ peace." 

3d.  Resolved,  unanimously.— That,  with  singular  satisfac- 
tion, we  reflect  on  that  par/  of  the  last  session  of  parliament ; 
when,  after  a  persevering  struggle  for  legislative  independence, 
we  at  length  beheld  the  obedience  of  our  House  of  Commons 
to  the  united  voice  of  the  people,;-— crowned  with  complete 
success. 

4th.  Resolved,  unanimously.— That  when  the  great  j>rinciple*- 
of  a  reform  in  parliament  shall  be  ultimately  approved  by  an 
enlightened  nation,  "  seeking  for  its  rights,  and  no  more  than 
its  rights/'  we  cannot  suppose  that  a  House  of  Commons,  even 
constituted  as  the  present,  would  refuse  to  express  the  public 
will :  as  we  conceive,  that  by  such  refusal,  the  representation 
of  the  great  body  of  Irish  Commons  would  be  annihilated ;  and 
that  in  restoration  of  the  ancient  and  fundamental  right  of  the 
people  to  a  just  share  in  their  owja  legislature— it  would  betfie^ 
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duty  of  a  community  of  freemen,  not  only  to  reason,  but  to 
ACT. 

5th.  Resohed  unanimously.— Th&t  the  following  instructions 
l>e  signed  by  our  chairman,  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Jielfast,  and  by  him  forwarded  to  our  representatives. 

To  the  Honourable  Henry  SkeffingtoN;,  and  Alexander 
Cbooksmankj  Esq. 

Gentlemen. — The  present  moment  calls  aloud  for  the  ex- 
ertion ofevery  Irishman,  in  or  out  of  parliament.  The  nation 
is  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  an  object  on  the  attainment  of  which 
depends  the  permanency  of  every  blessing  we  enjoy ;  and  with- 
out  which,  all  we  have  obtained,  or  can  obtain,  must  be  illu- " 
aive,  transitory,  insecure. 

From  an  equal  representation,  chosen  by  the  free,  uninflu- 
enced voice  of  the  people,  and  by  frequent  elections  subject 
to  the  controul  of  the  constituent  body,  every  blessing  must 
result.  To  procure  to  our  country,  ourselves,  and  our  posterity, 
his  great,  this  important  good,  is  the  object  of  the  present 
Address.  We  therefore  instruct  you,  gentlemen,  to  exert  your 
utmost  influence  and  abilities  in  parliament  to  promote  a  full, 
radical,  and  effectual  reform  in  the  representation  of  the  people; 
and  to  shorten  the  duration  of  parliaments,  so  as  to  restore  to 
the  constituent  body,  by  very  frequent  elections,  that  controul 
over  their  representatives,  which,  from  the  original  constitu- 
tion, as  well  as  from  nature  and  reason,  they  ought  to  enjoy. 

We  farther  instruct  you,  gentlemen,  on  no  account  in  fu- 
ture, ever  to  consent  to  any  Bill  of  Supply  for  a  longer  term 
ihsux twelve  months;  and,  until  the  great  objects  above-men* 
tioned  are  fully  and.  finally  accom  plished,  we  strictly  enjoin 
jpu,  not  only  not  to  consent  to,  hut  to  the  utmost  of  your 
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power  to  oppose,  any  Bill  of  supply  for  a  longer  term  than  six 
months. 

,  We  forbear  urging  the  necessity  of  a  full  and  comprehen- 
sive Bill  of  Rights,  as  the  national  voice  bath  long  since  de* 
dared  in  favour  of  the  measure,  and  as  we  entertain  no  doubt 
of  its  meeting  universal  support. 

We  shall  only  add,  that  a  faithful  observance  of  those  in- 
structions will  ensure  to  yon  the  esteem,  not  only  of  the  holla* 
tftants  of  Belfast,  but  of  the  nation  at  large. 

Bg  direction,  and  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitant*  qf  Belfast  * 
JAMES  FERGUSON,  Chainnaii^ 

The  Dungannon  Resolutions  were  also  acceded  to  by  the 
Constitutional  Club  ef  Lisburn,  (consisting  of  sixty-eight 
members  resident  in  Lisburn,  and  of  sixty-four  resident  in 
Belfast)  held  at  Belfast  Sept.  20.  1783.— Hinby  Bell, 
Esq.  in  the  chair. 

COMMERCE  OF  BELFAST. 
<«  Jhe  rising  importance  of  this  town  cannot  be  more  cer- 
tainly evinced  than  by  this  circumstance;  that  our  port  dutiea 
before  the  late  war  never  rose  above  £60,000  per  annum, 
though  in  the  year  ending  35tb  March/-  17*2,  they  increased 
*o  £65,000 ;  and  in  the  year  ending  25th  March,  1783,  thejr 
stretched  to  the  great  sum  of  £?3,?G0." ; 

October  11.— APPROBATION  OF   THE   DUNGANNON   RESOLU- 
TIONS BY  THE  FREEHOLDERS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  AN- 
TRIM, WITH  THEIR  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THEIR  REPRESEN- 
TATIVES TO  VOTE  FOR  A  REFORM  IN  PARLIAMENT. 
"  At  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  ef  the  county  of  Antrim, 
at  the  court-house  of  Antrim,  the  11th  day  of  October,  1788* 
•f  which  previous  notice  was  given,  in  consequence  of  *  re«jui- 


1IW)  SrWBMTOftY.or  MJLFA0T*  401 


*itk»  to  John  Brown,  Esq.  Ugh  sheriff  of  said  county,  signed 
by  112  freeholders;  the  following  resolution  was  moved  by 
Mr  Robert  Thompson,  and  seconded  by  James  Leslie,  Esq. ; 
em  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  unanimously, 

Itet&o?,— That  we  most  heartily  approve  of  the  wJ»g,  juM, 
and  spirited  resolutions  of  that  highly  honoured  and  respecfeble 
body,  the  volunteer  army  of  Ulster,  entered  into  by  their  dele* 
gates,  on  the  8th  of  September  last,  si  Duagannon ;  that  we 
adopt  each  and  every  of  them,  in  their  fullest  extent,  as  our 
own;  and  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other,  fend  to  our 
country,  to  pursue,  with  unremitting^  assiduity,  the  important 
object  of  ^moJutions,^..  radical  refom,  of  tbe^re- 
aentation  of  the  people  in  parliament ;  and  to  use  every  exer- 
tion which  time  and  circumstance  may  render  necessary  to 
obtain  it. 

On  the  motion  of  James  Leslie,  Esq*  and  seconded  by  Mr- 
Robert  Thompson, 

Resobed,  unamntoudyf—That  the  foUowing  Instructions 
be  signed  by  the  sheriff,  in  the  name  of  the  freeholders  of  this 
county,  and  forwarded  by  him  to  our  representatives  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

To  the  Honour  Me  Hercules  Rotrfey,  and  the  Right  Honourable 
John  ONdU,  Knight*  eftke  Shire/or  the  County  of  Antrim. 

Gentlemen, 
At  a4ime  when  a  question  of  the  utmost  magnitude  is  to 
be  agitated  in  the  great  council  of  the  nation,— when  a  subject 
i*  to  be  discussed  in  which  our  dearest  rights  are  involved,  we 
should  be  wanting  in  that  duty  we  owe  to  our  country,^  our- 
selves, and  our  posterity,  if  we  neglected  to  exercise  the  in- 
kerenttnd  unalienable  right  of  instructing  our  representatives 
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to  speak  our  sentiments  in  the  senate.  Not  that  we  entertain 
•  doubt  of  the  consistency  of  your  conduct,  for  we  know  that 
your  and  our  sentiments  are,  on  this  subject,  the  same ;  but 
we  deem  it  highly  proper  that  our  opinions  should  be  conveyed 
to  you  in  the  most  public  and  regular  manner* 

We,  your  constituents,  do  therefore  instruct  you,  gentlemen* 
to  exert  your  utmost  abilities  in  parliament,  to  promote  a  full, 
effectual,  and  radical  reform  in  the  representation  of  the  people, 
keeping  in  view  as  the  guide  of  your  conduct,  the  great  prin* 
ciples  laid  down  by  the  delegates  of  the  Volunteer  army  of 
Ulster  on  this  subject.  And  we  strictly  enjoin  you,  as  the 
faithful  trustees  and  guardians  of  our  properties,  as  well  as  of 
our  liberties  and  Jives,  on  no  account  in  future  to  consent  to 
any  bill  of  supply  for  a  longer  teim  than  twelve  months  ;  and 
with  the  utmost  of  your  power  to  oppose  any  bill  of  supply  for 
more  than  six  months,  until  such  reform  in  the  representation 
shall  be  completely  effected. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr  Robert  Thompson,  and  seconded  by 
Rowley  Heyland,  Esq.— 

Resolved,  unanimously,— That  these  resolutions  and  in- 
structions be  published  in  the  next  Belfast  papers,  and  Dublin 
Evening  Post,  and  also  the  answers  of  the  members  when  re- 
ceived. 

JOHN  BROWN,  Sheriff 

The  sheriff  having  left  the  chair,  and  James  Leslie,  Esq. 
taken  it ; 

Resolved,  unanimously,— That  the  thanks  of  this  assembly 
be  given  to  our  worthy  high  sheriff  for  calling- this  meeting 
and  for  the  strict  propriety  of  his  conduct  in  the  chair. 
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'  To  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Antrim. 
Gentlemen,  .  _       >• 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  the  high  sheriff  your 
instructions  to  your  representatives  in' parliament,  which  were 
agreed  to  at  the  county  meeting  held  at  Antrim,  on  the  11th 
instant,  and  shall  not  fail  to  obey  them,  with  the  utmost  atten- 
tion in  my  power. 

,    JOHN  O'NEILL. 
Shanes-Castle,  ISth  Oct  1783. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the  County 
of  Antrim. 
Gentlemen, 

My  principles  on  the  great  national  question  on  which  I  had 
this  day.  the  honour  to  receive  your  instructions  are  already 
fixed  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  my  sense  of  duty  and  your 
wishes  coincide.     The  declarations  of  so  respectable  a  body  of 
men  as  your- county  contains,  must  ever  have  weight  with  the 
nation ;  and  I  return  you  my.  thanks,  for  thus  giving  energy 
and  force  to  my  vote  in  parliament,  which  unsupported  by  your 
concurrence,  it  would  never  command.     I  trust,  the  time  is  not 
remote,  when  the  franchises  which  you  exercise  with  so  much 
honour  to  yourselves,  will  be  extended  to  every  body  of  inde- 
pendent men  in  the  kingdom,     I  shall  promote  this  object  by 
/following  your  instructions;  and  if  the  other  counties  bflrew 
land  exert  themselves  with  the  same  wisdom,  steadiness,  and 
zeal,  which  have  distinguished  the  county  of  Antrim,  the  con« 
stitutional  connection  between  the  people  and  the  representative- 
body  must  be  re-established. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,        •     •    "*     • 
Your  obliged  friend,'  and  faithful  representative, 
HERCULES  ROWLEY^ 
Dullin,  Mtry  Street,  Oct.  14>  1783. 


\ 
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In  the  autumn  of  this  year,  the  Gilford  Battalion,  the  Do* 
naghcloney  Company  and  tile  Comber  Volunteers  indig- 
nant at  the  conduct  of  then*  respective  '  commandant! 
in  using  unconstitutional  means  to  induce  freeholders  to  vote 
against^  their  inclinations,  formed  thenasehree  into  new 
Companies  under  the  names  of  the  Tullyiish  real  Volunteers, 
the  Donaghcloney  Independents, -an<J  the  Comber  Trjst  Blue* 
On  this  occasion  the  Belfast  Voluoteer  company  assembled 
and  unanimously  expressed  their  approbation  of  such  truly 
patriotic  proceedings  in  the  following  terms:—* 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company*  at 
the  Market-House,  on  the  30th  October,  1783.  L+ 

Capt  William  Brown,  in  the  Chair, 
The  following  Address  was  unanimously  agreed  to  :— 

To  the  Tuliylish  real  Volunteer**  the  Comber  True  Blue*, 
and  the  DonagJidoncy  Fbluntecrs. 

Gentlemen, 

As  independent  citizens  and  Volunteers,  we  have'behekl 
your: late  proceedings  with  singular  pleasure, 
\    In  vindicating  your  inherent  rights,  you  have  done  credit  t# 
yourselves,  and  to  the  body  at  large  of  which  you  are  no*  an 
honourable  part  .    ,     , 

We  congratulate  you  on  a  separation  which  throws  into  tbe 
public  scale,  councils  and  actions,  proceeding  not  from  the 
tyrannical  Mandate  of  an  Individual,  but  from  tbe  uninflueno        v 
ed  reason  of  Freemen  who  boldly  think  for  themselves. 

Such  examples  as  you  hold  out  must  teach  the  Commanders  of 
Volufdeer  Corps  that  it  is  not-rank  or  fortune,  but  merit  only 
that  can  ensure  the  esteem  of  their  fellow  dtiMf*  y 
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We  wish  you  that  success  which  the  justice  of  your  cause 
so  richly  merits,  and  shall  always  be  happy  to  conciliate  your 
friendship  and  esteem. 

WILLIAM  BROWN,  XJhairman." 

Reply  $f.  ihc  Donaghcloney  Ueal  Independents  to  the  Address  of 
tie  Belfat,  Volunteer  Company. 

"At*  meeting  of  the  Donagbdoaey  real  Independents,  on* 
Parade,  19th  of  November  1783,  it  was  unanimously  agreed, 
that  tfcefoUowing  Address  of  the  Belfast  Company,  he  com* 
■sonicated  through  Ae  public  Papers : 

Gentlemen,  y 

To  share  with  our  much  esteemed  brethren  in  your  appro- 
bation, and  to  be  called  to  a  participation  of  your  friendship, 
must  be  highly  pleasing  and  flattering  to  us  in  every  situa* 
tk>n ;  but  more  especially  when  struggling  to  redress  those 
temporary  inconveniences  to  which  the  vindication  of  our  rights 
has  exposed  us. 

Animated  with  independent  principles,  regardless  ol  every 
danger,  and  resolved  to  encounter  every  difficulty  in  the  glori* 
oua  cause  of  freedom,  the  virtuous  applause  of  the  Belfast 
Volunteer  Company  is  not  only  an  encouraging  motive  to  per- 
severance, but  also  adds  wings  to  our  alacrity,  and  fresh  vig+ : 
our  to  our  exertion*  in  the  honourable  pursuit. 

Confident  of  your  friendship,  we  offer  our  warmest  thanks 
ibr  the  honour  ot  your  Address,  and  are*    — 
v  Gentlemen,  Your  much  obliged 

*  Humble  Servants,  , 

The  DONAGHCLOKEV  REAL    INDEPENDENTS. 

Signed  by  Order,  '  • 
i   :  •.  ANDREW  HAMILTON,   8«c. 

9  2* 
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P.  S.  As  several   reasons  concurred  to  prevent  m  earlier 

meeting  of  the  Company,  yet  we  can  assure  you/  Gentlemen,  * 

that  though-  last  in  our  acknowledgments,  we  are   among  the 

first  in  gratitude/' 

♦According  t#  an  instruction  from  the  Dtnigannon  meeting, 
the  Delegates  of  the  four  provinces  assembled  in  a  National 
Convention,  on  the  10th  of  November,  in  the  Rotunda  of 
Dublin,  where  they  drew  up  a  plan  of  Parliamentary  Be* 
firm.  (For  the  result  of  this  celebrated  assembly,  see  the 
History  of  Ireland,  Printed  by  George  Bercoick.)  The  fol- 
lowing delegates  attended  from  the  County  of  Antrim.  Col. 
John  O'Neill,  Col.  Rowley,  Lieutenant.  Col.  Sharman,  Col.  TV 
Morris  Jones,  and  Capt.  W.  T.  Jones.  In  the  State  of  the 
Borough  Representation  drawn  up  for  the  Convention,  Bel- 
fast is  estimated  to  contain  15000'  inhabitants,  and  the  elec- 
tors to  consist  of  a  Sovereign  and  12  Burgesses,  5  of  whoa 
only  are  resident.  t 

/ 

ADDRESS  OP  THE  FIRST  BELFAST  VOLUNTEER  COMPANY 

'      TO  HENRY  FLOOD,  IN  VINDICATION  OF  HIS  CONDUCT  AT 
THE  DUNGANNON  MEETING,  WITH  HIS  ANSWER.' 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  first  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  agree* 
able  to  public  notice, 

Mr  CcoROS  Wells  in  thq  Chair. 

It  having  been  asserted  in  an  illiberal  attack  lately  made  m 
the  House  of  Commons  on  Henry  Flood,  Esq.  who  was  unani- 
mously  chosen  one -of  our  delegates  to  the  Dungannon  moping 
on  the  8th  of  September  last,  «  that  he  absconded  from  the 
Dungannon  delegation." 

Bodied,  unanimously.—. -That  we  are  happy  in  this  public 
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manner  to  declare  oar  perfect  approbation  of  his  conduct  on  (hat 
occasion  ;_and  although  he  was  prevented  by  a  severe  indisposi- 
tion from  attending  in  his  place,  yet  we  entertain  a  grateful 
sense  of  the  essentiaLservices  rendered  to  the  meeting  by  his 
wiscjom  and  advice.— -The  following  Address  was  then  unani- 
mously agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  Colonel 
Flood. 

To  Colonel  Hmsry  Flood* 

Sis.— At  a  time  when  this  kingdom  is  Joaded  with  an  enor- 
mous Pension-List,  and  an  accumulating  national  debt,  we 
should  be  wasting  in  our  duty  to  our  country,  and  to  posterity, 
were  we  to  omit  expressing  our  warmest  approbation  of  your 
endeavours  in  attempting  a  redaction'  of  our  national  experice, 
by  lessening  the  number  of  the  standing  army. 

The  reasons  you  assign  for  it  are  solid  and  substantia),  aiul 
in  our  opinion,  no  weighty  arguments  can  be  adduced  to  prove 
the  necessity*  of  supporting  a  numerous  military  establishment 
in  a  time  of  profound  peace.  We  admire  that  uniformity  of 
patriotism  which  has  so  eminently  marked  your  character^and 
has  induced  you  to  support  those  measures  of  every  adminis* 
tration  that  were  for  the  advantage  of  this  country ;  and  to  op„/ 
pose  those  of  every  administration  that  were  inimical  to  its 
rights.  This  has  raised  your  name  beyond  the  reach  of  iHibe* 
rtJ  dadamstso,  and  must  endear  it  to  posterity* 

Persevere,  Sir  I  Continue  to  exert  y6ur  unequalled  abilities, 
in  fixing  ifce  internal  constitution  of  this  kingdom  on  a  perma- 
nent solid  foundation :  The  voice  of  the  people  is  your  support, 
and  the  voice  of  the  people  must  be  attended  to;  It  is  the  pu- 
rity of  the  constitution  that  gives  one  country  the  preference 
to  another,  and  marks  the  genius  of  the  in  habitants  in  a  moat 
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distinguishing  manner.  We  hope  the  period  is  drawing  nigh* 
when  the  senate  will  speak  the  wishes  of  the  people,  when  our 
national  expence  shall  not  excefed  our  revenue*  and  when  oar 
liberty  shall  be  complete. 

May  you  long  live,  the  asserter,  and  watchfuhguardian  of 

the  liberties  of  Ireland,  and  enjoy*  as  you  most  justly  merit, 

the  satisfaction  arising  from  the  applause  of  your  fellow-citwewj, 

(Signed  by  order,)  GEORGE  WELLS*  Chairman, 

MR  FLOOD'S  Answer. 

To  the  Btlfati  First  Volunteer  Company.       ^    - 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  return  to  you  my  warmest  acknowledgments 
for  your  very  honourable  testimony  as  to  my  pas*  conduct* 
and  for  your  distinguishing  coq^dence  in  my  wishes  to  pro* 
mote  your  future  service,  and  to  establish  the  dignity  of -par- 
liament on  the  solid  foundation  of  an  adequate  Reform. 
I  ha v,e  the  honour  to.be,  ^  4 

Gentlemen*  T 

Your  moat  obliged  and. 

Obedient  humble  servant, 

HENRY  FLOOD." 

BsSfetaber  1.—RBS0LUT10KS  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION  CLUBS  OF 
BELFAST  AND  USBURN  TO  USE  THBIR  UTMOST  '  BXEfe- 
TIONS  IN  THE  SUPPORT  OF  THE  FREEDOM,  AND  INDE- 
PENDENCY OF  THE  ENSUING  ELECTION  AT^ARKICK- 
FERGUS. 

u  At  a  full  meeting  of  Inhabitants  of  Belfast,  , members 
•f  the  Constitution  Club,  Mr  Willub*  Baoiw,  ft,th?  Cfcair  ^ 
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Resolved,  unattimoustyr-ThsA,  to  support  the  freedom  and 
independence  ofJ^eetim,  was  the  great  object  of  our  entering 
intp  this  association.  v 

Resolved,  tmofitmottf  iy,<~That»  by  the  virtuous  struggles  of 
pur  much  respected  brethren  of  Lisbuhn,  they  haveemancU 
patedthei*  borough  from  the  galling  yoke  of  slavery,  and  re« 
turned  to  parliament  the  men  of  their  choice—men  worthy  of 
leprespntfeg  .a  Free  People ! 

.  Ruohedmanimoushf^Ih^  ^s  an  Election  is  shortly  jtt» 
tsjte  place  at  CAEftiCKFBRaus,  we  call  upon  the  Electors  of 
that  ancient  and  respectable  Corporation— we  conjure-  theny. 
by  all  die  ties  A>f  affection,  friendship,  and  neighbourhood—by1 
a  love  far  fcbeir  country,  and  its  dearest  rights,  to  imitate  the* 
bright  example  of  Lisburn's  worthy  inhabitants. 
/    .  Jtesohed  unammously,~-Th*t  we  hereby  pledge  our  fakb  to 
each  other,  and  to  the  free  and  independent  Electors  of  the 
county  of  the  town  of  C  af^rickfkrgus,  that,  should  ttny  of  them 
be  injured  in  property  or  person,  by  voting  as  their  consciences 
dictate,  we  will,  by  every  exertion  in  our  power,  endeavour  to 
obtain  them  justice,  and  we  will  make  ample  reparation  to  them 
for  loss  of  property. 

WILLIAM  BKOWN,  Chairman." 

"  At  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  Constitution  Club,  Lisburn, 
Dec  3>  1783  ;— Mr  John  Kknl*y,  President. 

Resolved  pnanimously,— That  as  we  feel  ourselves 'happy  is 
our  emancipation  from  the  shackles  of  lordly  oppression,  so  it  ia 
our  sinqere  wish  that  all  our  fellow-citizens  should  enj6y  that 
happinesa  which  results  from  the  uncontrouled  exercise  of 
their  dearest  rigjos,  and  the  fitm  establishment  of  their  politu 
cal  liberty. 
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Resolved,— That,*  as  an  election  is  expected  shortly  to  take 
place  at  Carrickfergus,  where  the  virtuous  electors  may  be  ex- 
posed to  the  resentment  of  aristocratical  power*  we  will  most 
-  heartily  concur  with  our  friends  in  Belfast,  in  making  every 
exertion  in  our  power  to  support  and  protect  every  elector  in 
that  ancient  and  respectable  Corporation,  who  may*  suffer  op* 
pression  on  account  of  his  public  virtue. 

Resohted,— That  as  our  efforts  in  the  cause  of  freedom  have* 
been  crowned  with  success,  in  opposition  to  all  the  arts  of  de- 
flignjng  men,  we  call  upon  our  friends  in  Carrickfergus,  to  per* 
)  severe  in  the  glorious  cause  in  whion  they  have  engaged,  and  " 
their  virtuous  struggles  must  end  in  victory.  We  trust  that 
die  late  shameful  defection  of  one  of  their  Representatives  will 
give  stability  to  theirjpirits,  and  rouse  them  to  spurn  the  in- 
terference of  a  man  who  there. is  little  probability  will  act  a  bet- 
ter part,  from,  his  intimate  coanecjion  with  the  leaders  of 
adininisiratgon* 

r  Signed  by  Order, 

JOHN  BELL,  Secretary- 

Belfast  Division  in  the  Constitution  Club* 

February  12,  1785. 

/  ' 

We  have  received  the  most  authentic  information  that  John 

Witherup,  a  Freeman  of  Carrickfergus,  was  taken  orr  Wed- 
nesday last,  on  an  attachment  from  the  Court  of  that  Town, 
aad  lodged  m  jail.  The  cause  of  this  committal,  was  a  debt 
of  about  Six  Founds;  due  by  bond  to  John  Greet,  a  tenant 
of  Mr  Dobbs.  Greer  told  Witherup  he  did  so,  because  he  ' 
would  not  consent  to  note  far  Mr  Hewitt,  and  forfeit  a  previ- 
ous engagement  he  had  made  to  Mr  Cunningham ;  fortunate* 
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ly  for  Witberup  some  Members  of  the  Constitution  Club  hap- 
pened to  be  present,  who  procured  bill  to  the  Court,  and  set 
him  at  liberty  to  give  a  vote  according  to  his  conscience. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Club; 

JOHN  HENDERSON.* 

\     .  "EMIGRATION. 

In  this  year  ,(1783)  the  number  of  emigrants   to  America 
from  the  port  of  Belfast  was  1470  ;  and  from  Dublin  upwards 
of  1000  ;  Newry  about  700 :  and  Londonderry  about  800. —    * 
It  is  computed  that  5000  is  about  the  aggregate  number  that 
sailed  from  Ireland  in  that  year." 

1734,  January.—"  We  can  assure  our  readers  that  ihe  Bel- 

< 

last  Society  (consisting  of  about  45  members)  have  on  the  1st 
of  this  instant,  began  the  year  with  the  most  laudable  and 
praise  worthy  resolution  of  paying  for  the  education  of  a  cer- 
tain number  of  very  poor  Boys  yearly.  All  applications-  m  this 
case  tcr  be  made  to  the  following  persons,  who  were  last  Thurs- 
day elected  (by  ballot)  a  Committee  for  the  present  year:— 
Amyas  Griffith,  Esq ;  Mr  Craige,  Mr  Drennan,  Mr  R,  Os- 
borne, Mr  Lamb/' 

On  the  5th  of  January,  ft  very  numerous  Meeting  of  the 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Antrim,  was  held  at  the  Court* 
House  of  Antrim,— Henry  O'Hara,  Esq.  in  the  chair,— 
and  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  in  favour  of  a  racU- 
•al  RsrojiM  of  parliament  was  agreed  to,  (one  only  dissentient) 
At  the  same  time  instructions  were  ordered  to  be  presented  to  . 
Messrs  O'Neill  and  Rowley,  representatives  for  .the*  county,  * 
difecffng  them  tp  support  the  cause  of  reform  (as  agreed  to  ia 
&s  NaMfWl'CpnveaUQD,)  <<  with  mU  their  powers/' 
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.    Janaary  7.—"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Troop,  on 

Wednesday  the  7th  January,  17£4»  pursuant  to  public  notice,—* 

Cornet  Burden,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Resolutions  entered  into  and  Petition  prepared  by  the 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  on  the  6th  January,  re- 
specting a  Parliamentary 'Reform  being  read  and  taken  into 
consideration:— 

Resolved  unanimously,— That  we  are  convinced  of  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  the  said  Resolutions  and  Petition; 
and  as  nothing  can  contribute  more  to  render  them  effectual 
than  the  strict  union  and  reciprocal  assistance  of  freeholders 
and  volunteers ;  that  therefore  we  will  support  with  our  lives 
and  fortunes  the  said  freeholders  in  all  their  exertions  to  pro- 
mote the  Plan  of  Parliamentary  Reform  adopted  by  them,  to 
enforce  the  true  spirit  of  their  resolutions,  and  to  obtain  ajnora 
equal  Representation  of  the  People,  against  the  unconstitu- 
tional combinations  of  borough-mongers  and  aristocratic  in« 
luence. 

Resolved,— That  it  is  lit  this  time  indispensibly  necessary  for, 
*nd  *re  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  volunteers  of  Ireland, 
to  improve  their  discipline  and  increase  their  numbers. 

Signed,— JOHN  BURDEN. 

To  be  .published  six  times  in  the  Belfast  News-Letter  and 
Dublin  Evening  Post." 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  BELFAST,  AT  THE 
MEETING  HELD  TO  TAKE  INTO  CONSIDERATION  THE 
QUESTION  OF  PARLIAMENTARY  REFORM.      ' 

December,  I78S— «  To  th$  Inhabitants  */  Belfast 

\    .      GkOTLEMBNj    '  ,../.,.' 

We  whose  names  are  subscribed,  inhabitants  of  the  Town 
Belfast!  request  a  very  general  Meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  at 
the  Townhouse,  precisely  as  13  strikes,  on  Thursday  the  Stk 
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of  January  next,  *  tfo*  the  purpose  of  taking .  into  considera- 
tion what  further  measure****  necessary  to  effectuate  a  Reform, 
of  the  Representation  of  the  People  in  Parliament,  and  such 
other  matters  as  may  be  laid  before  them.'9 

As  the  object  of  your  Meeting  involves  in  it  every  thing  dear 
to  freemen,  we  cannqt  doubt  but  the  assembly  will  be  nume* 
rous  and  respectable. 

James  Luke  John  £•*  Ferguson 

•Thomas  Andrews         .  a  .Samuel  M*Tfer 
•WiUiam,  Stevenson  John  Stevenson 

Thomas  Sinclaire, 

J.  Patterson, 

W.  Blizard, 

John  Cunningham, 

Alexander  Stewart, 

Hercules  Reyland, 

Robert  Hyndman, 

John  Hamilton, 

Robert  Thomson, 


Robert  Bradshaw, 
Robert  Canon, 
John  Burden, 
WilHam  Sinclaire, 
Robert  Stevenson? 
dames  Ferguson,  Jun. 
John  Campbell, 
William  Brown, 
James  Bryaon, 


Thomas  Lyons 
Thomas  W'Cabe 
JohnvCaxnpbell  White  N 
William  Auchinleclc, 
Alexander  Orr, 
^Vflliam  Wilson, 
James  Graham, 
David  Tomb, 
James  Magee,  , 

John  CallweU, 
Daniel  Blow.'* 


TOWN-HOUSE,  BELFAST,  January  8,  17*4. 

".  At  a  very  numerous  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast, 
convened  by  public  advertisement,  signed  by  thirty-five  in? 
habitants  5 —  ' 

Waddell  Cunningham,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

A  motion  being  made,  and  unanimously  agreed  to,  that  the 
resolutions  entered  into  by  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Antrim,. convened  on  the  5th  instant  at  Antrim,  by  public 
notice  from  the  High  Sheriff,  be  now  read,  the  same  weje  read 
accordingly. 

A  motion  being  then  made,  that  this  meeting  doth  highly 
approve  of  the  said  Resolutions  of  the  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  Antrim,  and  that  we  adopt  thera  as  our  own,  with 

9  2m 
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•  such  alterations  only  as  are  necessary  to  accommodate  them  to 
the  local  circumstances  of  the .  place : 

The  said  resolutions  were  again  read  and  considered  para- 
graph by  paragraph,  and  the  question  separately  put  end 
unanimously  agreed  to  upon  each. 

Resolved,  unanimously, — That  the  Petition  now  read  and 
approved  of,  with  the  plan  of  reform  digested  by  the  National 
Convention  and  adopted,,  by  us,  be  signed^  by  the  inhabitants 
of  this  tow'n,  and  forwarded  by  our  Chairman  to  the  Hot. 
Hercules  Rowley,  and  the  Right  Hon.  John  O'Neill,  with  the 
letter  hereunto  subjoined, 

lo  the  Right  Hon.  and  Hon.  the  Knights,    Citizens,  and 

Burgesses  in  Parliament  assembled* 
The  humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Belfast,   convened 
in  the  Town-House  by  public  notice,  on  the  8th  (day  of 
,    January,  1784.   ,  - 

Shewetm,  *  *"" 

That  your  Petitioners  in  the  most  humble  and  respectful 
manner,  take  leave  to  represent  to  your  Hon.  House, 

That  Belfast  is  a  large  and  populous  town,  containing  above 
15,009  inhabitants,  carrying  on  a  very  extensive  foreign 
commerce,  as  well  as  inland  trade,  and  paying  annually  up* 
wards  of  £80,000  towards  the  public  revenue.  v    ' 

That  this  numerous  body  of  people  not  being  represented 
in  your  Hon.  Housp,  are  contrary  to  the  fundamental  principle 
ef  tlte  constitution,  governed  by  laws  to  which  they  give  no 
assent ;  for  although  the  borough  of  Belfast  sends  two  Mem- 
bers to  Parliament,  yet  those  members  are  returned*  (under 
the  immediate  direction  of  a  noble  Peer,)  by  five  or  six  Bur- 
gesses, in  the  appointment  of  whom  your  Petitioners  have  no 
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share,  and  therefore  the  Members  so  returned  cannot  in  ant 
sense,  be  deemed  the  Representatives  of  your  Petitioners. 
(RbrtfMmt  tke  County  Petition :) 
COUNTY  PETITION. 

.  That,  since  the  origin  of  Parliaments,  their  duration  hath 
been  dangerously  extended ;  and  a  great  proportion  of  our 
Representatives  noanaated  by  a  few  Peers  and  Commoners— 
either  for  indigent  boroughs,  nearly  destitute  of  inhabitants** 
or.<fir  considerable  places,  where  the  Rights  of  Freemen  are 
unjustly  confined  to  a  few;  whereby  the  highest Jurusts  of 
society  are  often  placed  in  the  hands  of  men,  who,  not  deriving 
their  delegation  from  the  people,  seldom  deign  to  speak  their 
language.  <  l 

•  That  your  Petitioners  with  deep  concern  observed  the  little 
regard  paid  by  Members  of  Boroughs  hv.your  Hon.  House, 
to  the  moderate  wishes  of  a  pedpk,— inferior  to  none  in-  pure 
principles  of  loyalty  to  their  Prince,  and  inviolate  attachment 
to  legitimate  government,— in  a  late  refusal  to  two  illustrious 
senators  to  bring  in  a  bill  calculated  to  repair  the  democratic 
pillar  of  the  constitution,;  by  a  more  equal  representation  of 
the  people  in  parliament.  '  \.  '  . 

That  we  heartily  approve  of  the  annexed  Plan  of  Reform, 
which  is  eminently  distinguished  by  moderation  and  by  re*e- 
redbefor  ancient  foundations;  as'  Freeholders  and  Freemen, 
we  recommend  its  adoption  to  your  Hon.  House,  as  the  means 
of  lessening  aristocratic  influence,  of  relieving  our  gracious 
Sovereign  from  odious  trammels,  and  the  State  from  accumu- 
lating burthens. 

That  his  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  in  the  present  stage  of 
their  efforts  to  procure  a  due  influence  in  the  popular  council 
of  the  realm,  are  impelled  by  a  laudable  desire  to  preserve  the 
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artttBBggsga  i  ■uBBBagaaai  ,  ■  aggai 
just  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  the  inherent  privileges  of  the 
Lords,  and  the  indefeasible  righto-  of  the  great  body  of  gam- 
mons ;  conscious  that  nothing  short  of  a  substantial  reformation 
can  avert  the  alarming  encroachments'  of  an  aristocracy,  that 
by  possessing  the  return  of  Members  to  the  House  of  Commgtf** 
'  saps  the  fundamental  franchise  of  the  People,  and  in  destroy- 
ing the  balance  of  oar  government,  threatens  ruin  to  th*. 
constitution.         .  r .  . 

Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  ptay'tbat  your  Hton. 
Heufse  will  be  pleased'Jto  take  the  said  Plan  of  a  Parliamentary. 
B^fbrm  into  serious*  mid  early  detfberatioa,  ra  such  manner 
and  form  as  to  your  wisdom  may  seeni  meet  :«-and,  as  die 
stability  of  all  governments  founded  on  the  principle  of  freedom,  . 
can  only  rest  secure  on  mutual  confidence  and  barmony  be- 
tween the  governors  and  those,  who  are 'governed,:  we  trust, 
that  oil  mature  reflection,  the^Oominons'  House;  by  a  noble 
acquiescence  in  the  united  wide  of  a  people,  with'  equal 
temper  and  energy  caUing  for  a,  Reform,  will,  at  once,  crown 
the  virtuoutf  pursuit  with  the  success  it  deserves,  and  transmit 
the  memory  of  ft>  dignified  an  event  with  honour  to  posterity, 

£Inthe  original  the  Convention  Plari  of  Reform  mti  htrt 

follow.'}     (;      !  ! 

7>  the  Hon:  Hewdet  Rowley,  and  Right  Hon.  John  QNnff, 

We  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  df  Belfast*  at  a  fall  meet- 
ing convened  by  public  notice,  having  agreed  on  a  Petition 
to  the  Hon.  House  of  Commons,  praying  for  a  reform  in  the 
representation  of  the' people*  request  the"  favour  of  you  ft  pi** 
sent  the  same,  and  earnestly  entreat  yoh i  ftf  support  with  all 
your  powers  the  plan  of  reform  thertutitoanne^d. 
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.  The  decided  ipart  you  have  already  taken  in  this  great  bto* 
sktess,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  your;  ready  aeo^jftscettce  oil 
the  present  occasion  wkh  the  wisheiof  a  large  and  populous 
town ;  forming  a  part  of  that  county  which  yon  wPth  so  macb 
honour  to  it  and  to  yourselves,  represent  in  the  great  conn* 
cil  of  the  nation— nor  can  we  doubt  thesapport  of'  every  virw 
taous  senator,  of  every  real  representative,  to  a  .plan,  of  re* 
farm  demanded. as  thei*  right  by  the  uaited  voice  of  a  loyal 
and  enlightened  .people,  groaning  uno^ra«fitbcrati<i  oppression.: 
aiight  which*  fat  our  own  part,  w«  will  do*  yield  but  wilfrair 

lives.-'  \         ■'  '■  •    -K  x  . 

Sho#d  others  oppose. the  wishes'  of.  the  nation,  we  entreafr 
yott  to  warn  them,  and  in  the  strongest_marmer  to  nrge,i  tl^Jrt 
if  by  their  unwise  and  iil-thned  opposition,  they  should  driver  the 
people  to  despair,  they,,  and,  they  oNivy  will  he  answerable 
to>GoD  and  to  their  injured  country  lor  the1  consequences  that 
may  ensue.  .    *■'  •«.  - '#.  *e.n- 

•  Resolved,  unanimously.*— That  the  following  Address  to:the 
Volunteers  of  Ireland  be  published  with  these  Hesbhrtions  :-*•* 

THE  AlfoftESS  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
BELFAST ,  COH VfcKED  ON  THE  8th  OPJAN0AHY,  1784; 

^To  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland., 

"My  Lords  4Nix.GEWTLBte«Ni— Permit  us1,  as  a>  part  of  the 
collective  body  of  the  people,  to  refu'm  yba  our  warmest  thanks 
for  an  uniform  cousse  of  eminent  services :  services,  which,  in 
rendering  yourselves  respected  by  all !  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
have  left  indelible  impressions  of  veneration  on  the  minds  of 
your  admiring  countrymen, — and  will  adorn  the  history  of  the 
age  with  events  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  the  world. 
Possessed  of  these  sentiments,  we  bold  it  aiwndispensiWe 
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duty  to  assure  you,  that  we  more  highly*  if  possible,  disapprove 
of  the  manner  and  principles  on  which  leave  was  lately  refused 
to  bring  into  a  great  assembly  a  bill  for  the  more  cqttal  repre- 
sentation of  the  people,  than  the  refusal  itself;  it  being,  we  ap- 
prehend, an  inconsistent,  ungrateful,  and  unnecessary  expres- 
sion of  contempt  for  the  community  at  large,  through  an  au-  . 
gust  body  of  citizens,  who,  by  arming  themselves  to  free  the 
land  from  external  tjhranhy,  could  not  have  forfeited  a  single 
civil  right.    Inconsistent,  because  their  existence  was  even  war- 
ranted by  repeated  addresses  of  two  branches  of  the  legislature : 
ungrateful,  because  the  Volunteers  were  entitled  to  every  testi- 
mony of  respect  from  that  assembly,  whose  private  properties 
they  had  secured,  whose  dignity  they  had  restored,  and.  whose 
constitutional  authority  they  had  successfully  vindicated ;  and 
unnecessary y  because  it  is  an  odious  truth,  that  the  minister 
might,  for  the  tinie,  have  defeated  the  plan,  by  the  accustomed 
arts  of  secret  corruption,,  without  resorting  to  the  mm  expo*  . 
dient  of  opem  intimidation,— We  trust,  however,  that  the 
People,  conscious  that  the  means  of  obtaining  tlieir  object  are 
as  powerful  as  the  object  is  just— will  view  all  attempts  at  in- 
timidation with  unconcern,  and  derive  new  spirit  from  in- 
dignation ! 

We  conclude,  by  solemnly  beseeching  you  to  persevere— te 
increase  in  numbers,  and  to  improve  in  discipline ;  for  the  in- 
terests of  your  country  urgently  demand  it^  < 

Jaifuary  (  )_ACCOUNT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT 
GIVEN  BY  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  BELFAST,  TO  HERCULES 
ROWLEY  AND  JOHN  O'NEILL,  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE 
COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM.  ^ 

"  Yesterday,  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  anxious  to  express 
their  high  sense  of  the  exemplary  conduct  of  the  worthy  knigh* 
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of  the  shire  for  the  county  of  Antrim,  gave  a  public  entertain* 
ment  to  the  {Ion.  Hercules"  Rowley,  and  the  Right  Hon.  John 
O'Neill.  The.  meeting  was  a  very  great  one,  and  the  evening' 
closed  with  illuminations,  bonfires,  and  every  other  expression 
of  joy  that  the  numerous  inhabitants  pf  this  place,  of  all  classes, 
could  possibly  testify.  We  may  venture  to  pronounce,  that 
Ireland  would  not  long  be  depressed  by  the  influence  of  a  do* 
mineering  aristocracy,  were  the  majority  of  those,  who  term 
Themselves  representatives  of  the  People,  to  emulate  such  vir- 
tues, and  inherit  similar  applause  from  their  admiring  fellow- 
citizens.— Waddell  Cunningham,  Esq.  was  nominated  to 
preside  at  the  meeting,  and  the  following  toasts,  which  convey 
the  spirit  that  animated  the  company,  were  drank : 

Oar  worthy  representatives,  Mr  Rowley  and  Mr  O'Neill.— 
The  King  of  Ireland.— The  Queen  and  Royal  Family.— The 
Volunteers  of  Ireland,  $*&$£&&  to  their  enemies.— The  in- 
depeadent  Electors  of  Irelatui^- A  more  equal  representation      , 
of  the  Men,  of  Ireland*— The  Grand  National  Convention.— 
The  virtuous  Minority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  29th 
of  November  last,  and  may  they,  aided  by  the  voice  of  the 
People,  become  the  Majority. — May  we  never  give  up  our 
.  Rights  but  with  our  Lives  (three  cheers  /^—Spirit  and  unani- 
mity to  the  People  of  Ircland^--The  l$th  of  February,  1782. 
—The  8th  of  September,  1783.— The  County  of  Antrim,  and 
may  every  County  be  as  faithfully  represented. — Mr  Forde,     < 
.  and  the  independent  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Down,  as- 

%  sembled  at  Downpatrick  on  the  17th  instant Mr  FJood  and 

Mr  Brownlow,  and  may  their  next  attempt  to  establish  the 
Rights  of  the  People,  be  crowned  with  success*— The  Duke  of 
Richmond,  and  the  friends'of  Parliamentary  Reform  in  Great 
Britain.— Mr  Pitt,  and  may  he  equal  the  virtues  of  his  Father. 
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—May  mutual  affection  ever  subsist  between  America  and 
Ireland.—  The  independent  Electors  of  the  county  of  Down, 
and  may  they  follow  the  glorious  example  of  the  county  of , 
Antrim,  at -the  next  Election. — Mr  Wyvill,  and  the  York  As* 
sariafion. — The  Society  for  Constitutional  Information.*— Lord 
Charfemont.— Lord  Donegall  (three  cheers  !)—- Lord  Cbiches- 
ten— -The  Town  and  Trade  of  Belfast  (by  Mr  «0<Netll:)— The 
ancient,  spirited,  and  loyal  Corporation  of  Carrickfergus  (by 
"Mr  Rowley.) — Mrs  O'Neill  (three  cheers  I) 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  Belfast. 

Gentlemen.— It  gives  us  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  our 
conduct  in  the  great  council  of  the  nation  has  met  *  with  your 
approbation. 

\  We  are  happy,  Gentlemen,  in  having  this  opportunity  of  re- 
turning you  our  most  sincere. thanks  for  the  many  favours  you 
have  so  liberally  conferred  on  us  :  and- we  trust,  by  strictly 
adhering  to  those  principles  on  which  we  had  the  honour  of 
your  support  at  the  late  general  election  (we  mean  an  invio- 
lable attachment  to  the  cause  and  rights  of  the  People,)  that 
we  shall  merit  a  continuance  of  that  confidence  which  has  fau 
therto  been  placed  in  us  by  so  respectable  a  part  of  our  con- 
stituents, and  so  independent  a  body  of  men  as  the  gentlemen 
of  Belfast. 

In  our  opinion,  a  more  equal  representation  of  the  People  is 
absolutely  necessary,  and  the, independent  part  of  the  Irish  na- 
tion with  one  Toice  loudly  calls  f6r  it— If  the  friends  of  Jreland 
continue  to_act  with  the  same  moderation  and  firmness  which 
have  hitherto  guided  their  steps— Justice  must  prevail ;  and 
the  almost  unanimous  wishes  of  ft  .great  and  free  people  be  in 
the  end  gratified.-—- You  may  depend  on  oar  support  on  this 
great  national  question. 
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■■■     ■■     Mil  ■■ ,   ■■  I    |H  ■        ■  "I   I     Ml     I     — 

The  Petition  wjrich  you  hare  done  us  the  honour  to  tllkfttf 

to   oar  care,  shall  be  presented  to  the  House   of  Conw 

mons  :-r-and  be  assured,  that  no  endeavours  of  ours  shall  be* 

.  wntjng,  by  every  constitutional  means,  to  rente  it  effectual. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  - 

Your  most  obliged  Friends, 

And  Faithful  Representatives, 

HENRY  BOWLEY, 
JOHtfO'NElLL." 

'\*  Haren.--.The  county  of  Antrim  and  the  town  of  Belfast  Peti- 
tion* afe  to  be  transmitted  this  day  to  Dublin,  by  Mr  Cunning." 
ham,  who  goes  to  take  his  seat  in  the  House :  the  former  has  about 
4000  names  to  it,  procured  in  a  fair  and  honourable  manner; 
and  would  have  bad  at  least  2000  more,  had  not  the  extreme 
inclemency  of  the  weather  prevented  above  a  third  part  of  the 
copies  from  being  returned  in  time. 

The  county  of  Down  one  is  also  sent,  with  46SS  signatures 
*f  real  freeholders ;  also  one  from  the  parish  of  CarmoneyB 
signed  by  every  male  inhabitant  in  it4*. 

"March,  13.— The  Hon.  Mr  Hewitt  (the  late  unsuc* 
tessfnl  candidate  for  Carrickfergus,)  was  returned  by  the  SoV 
veraign  And  Burgesses  of  Belfast,  to  represent  that  Bo* 
rough"  x  *"* 

RESULT  OF  TH  B  PETITIONS  T    PARLIAMENT  FOR  REFORM* 

"  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dublin,  March  23. 

I  am,  I  thiqk,  well  informed,  atod  I  would  not  mention  it 
if  I  did  not  really  believe  k  to  be  a  fat,  that  the  Lord  Liea- 

9  *m 
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tenant  and  hi*  Secretary  are  friends  to^ke  Reform  ;  but   that  - 
the  great  men  here  told  him  if  he  acted  so,  he  would  lose  their 

W*\  ...... 

To  the  honour  of  the  county  of  Antrim;  no  lets  than  €igkt 
of  their  faithful  representative  voted  for  the  *  Reform »  BiH— J 
and  only  two  against  it— and  those  two  the  nominal  represenu- 
tives  of  15,000  inhabitants  of.  Belfast  Happy  state  of  Irish 
representation,  where  the  sense  of  to  many  thousands  is  lost  • 
in  4he  interest  of two  men!  !  !      ,  ? 

}  The  total  number,  of  petitions  that  lay  on  the  table   dt  the 
House  of  Commons  for  a,  Reform  was  t  about  forty— 4&eoly  • 
six  of  which  for  counties*  ,  A  measure,  we  are  told  is  in  agita-  < 
tion,  ^whjch  will  shake  conniption  to  its  centre,  if  carried  into 
execution.    The  Earl  of  Charlemont  declared,  after  the  4ivi*  ' 
sipn  of  Saturday,  that  the  people  will  yet  infallibly  carry  their1.; 

,  point,  if  they  do  their  duty."  *  « 

*'  March  (     )-~Captain  Abraham  Rahasb,  and  his  son  Ra-  t 
hash,  two  Turks,  taken  prisoners  by  the  Spaniards  in  attempts  i- 
ing  to  bring  relief  to  the  garrison  of  .Gibraltar*  and  had  after-  - « 
wards  escaped  and  got  to  Leith,  from  whence  they  came  to  • 
this  town,  well  recommended  by  the  Grand  lodge  of  Scot-  ' 
land,— visited  the  Orange  Lodge*  No.  257,  where  they  were 
treated  with  every  respect,  civility,  and  love,  by  the  Brethern. 
of,  that  numerous  and  respectable  body ;  who  gave  them  a  **• 
commendation  to  other  Lodges,  and  a  sum  of  money  to  en*  * 
able  tjiem  tq  rejurn  to  Constantinople,   the .  place  of  their  ■ 
nativity^    How  grateful  to  the, liberal'  mind,  to  perceive  the 
diajinction  of  Turk  and  Christian,  in  short,  all  local  and  re- 

-i.;  ••»••■         ■•     ■   ••  ;     ■  •/  -  »'•■      ■   »  '■••■  -'••'    •    ■<     :>  v'       l       ' 
See  also  the  History  of  Inland,  printed  by  George  Jfcrvtc*,  Belfast, 
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KgMJua  prejudices,  mull  in  the  more  sublime  affection  which, 
as  the  offspring  of  one  common  parent,  Ve  all  owe  to  one  an- 
other; and  which  every  sound  principle  of  religion  and  viri 
tue  nat*r  fails  to  heighten  into'  pore  philanthropy,  when  not  " 
obecared  by  th#rankest  bigotry  and  ignorance." 

April^-PfiTITION  OF  THE   INHABITANTS    OF  BELFAST,   TO* 
THE.HoUSgOF  LORDS,  AGAINST  THE    BlLL    FOR  RESTRAIN- 

ino  the  Liberty  of  the  Press,  % ,       .  f 

"Yesterday  (by  adjournment,)  the  inhabitants  of  this  town 
aasembM  in  order  to  declare  their  abhorrence  of  the  Bill  now* 
ordered  to  the  Lords,  for  restraining  the  FREEDOM  OF' 
THE  PRESS)  when  a  Petition  to  the  Peers  Was  agreed  to> 
couched  in  the  following  teVms  ;  which  was  last  night  trans* 
.  raitted  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Charleraont. 

To  the  BigfU  Hon.  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Par* 
liamait  assembled*  ,,•.,, 

TWhumble  Memorial  and  Petition' of  the  inhabitants  of  Bel* 
fast,  regularly  convened  by  public  notice. 

.    Sheweth,  •  '  • 

THAT  your  petitioners  have  with  deep  concern  observed  a  ' 
billfately  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons,  which  they. 
fear  may  already  be  under  the  consideration  of  your  Lord- 
chip's,  under  the  title  of  "  An  act  to  secure  the  Liberty  of  the   ' 
fr«w»  by  preventing  the  abuses  arising4  from  the  publication 
of  traitorous,  seditious,  false,  and  scandalous  libels," — though 
io  fact,  it.is  calculated  to  restrain  that  spirit  (of  independency  u* 
«*d  free  elimination  of  public  men  and  measure*,  which  is 
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essential  to  tke  existence  of  a  free  government ;  and,  as  their 
natural  concomitant,  has  grown  up  and  flourished  with  the 
arts,  aans»«*nd  liberties  of  thp  empire* 

THAT  your  petitioners  humbly  imagine  that  said  Bttt,  in- 
stead of  being  founded  on  the  principles  or  getwns  of  the€ea- 
etitution,  is  totally  repugnant  to  them,  and«wes  its  origin  ta 
the  personal  resentment  of  individuals. 

THAT  your  petitioners  humbly  conceive  that  the  law,  as  it 

•  at  present  stands,  makes  every  wise  provision  which  the  spirit  of 

•ur  free  government  4Ha  warrant,  for  reaching  such  actrof  H* 

^  cautiousness  as  aqp  injurious  to  the  persons  or  properties  of  any 

«f  his  Majeaty's  subjects. 

THAT  sai£i>4  was  hunfed  through  the  House  of  Com* 
mans  with  uncommon  precipitancy,  at  a  time  when  a  great 
naaaber  of  Members,  by  leave  of  absence,  had  returned  ts 
their  respective  countries,  and  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  op- 
pose so  flagrant  an  attack  on  the  liberties  of  their  ctrastiweiiti 

THAT  the  popular *  branch  of  the  Legislature  is  at  present 
^  in  so  ruinous  a  state,  that  the  sense  of  the  Representatives, 
ceases  to  be  that,  of  the  Collective  Bg||y :  in  consequence  of 
wtycb,  the  constitution  as  well  as  the  Commerce  of  Ais  king* 
"doas,  is  very  inadequately  protected  by  a  house  that  spurns 
the  controul,  and  disdains  to  comply  with  the  just  demands  of 
a  people,  whose  loyalty  to  their  Princes;-  can  only  be  equalled 
by  their  attachment  to  the  Constitution,  over  which  he  prf 
aides. 

Your  petitioners  with  much  humility,  submit  their  opinio* 

on  this  subject  to  your  Lordships,  the  hereditary  Counsellor! 

of  the  Crown,  and  in  common  with  the  other  Branches,  the 

natural.  Conservators  of  the  Constitution :— *n  the  hope,  that 

-  aa  no  Minister  wwld  dare,,  with  impunity,  to  offer  a  "Bill  «• 
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pernicious  in  its  tendency  to  the  consideration  of  a  Sister  Na- 
tion, your  Lordships  will  not  suffer  $  to  be  embodied  with  the 
.  present  laws  of  the  land." 

"  The  petition  of  die  town  of  Belfast  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
against  the  bill  for  restraining  the  press,  reached  the  Earl  of 
Charlemont  only  a  few  hours  previous  to  the  final  determina- 
tion of  their  Lordships  in  favour  of  the  bill.  Mr  Calwell',  the 
Chairman  of  the  Meeting,  has  .received  a  very,  polite  letter 
from  his  Lordship,  which  fully  proves  the  inutility  of  its  pre- 
sentation in,  so  late  a  stage ;  especially  as  the  alterations  the 
bill  has  undergone,  has  rendered  it,  in  Ids  Lordship's  concep- 
tion, perfectly  innoxious. ,  '        •' 

As  a  further  reason  for  the  wdrthy  and  venerable  Chlrie- 
mont's  not  presenting  the  petition— we  are  well  assured  itis 
contrary  to  all  precedent  to  give  opposition  in  the  Lord's 
House,  to  aay  bill  after  the  Committee  have  reported — which 
was  the  stage  in  which  the  arrival  of  our  petition  reached  hi* 
Lowlsbip." 

April  *A^-RESOLUTIONS   OF   THE   INHABITANTS   TO  GIVE 
EXCLUSIVE  ENCOURAGEMENT  TO  IRISH  MANUFACTURES. 

'  *  ~  ,  ,  "  Tovon-Houie,  Belfast, 

**  At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  3elfast,  held 

on  the  24th  April,  I784}— 

J.  C.  White,  M.  D.  in  the  Chair, 

'  The^  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to :— ' 

Whereas,  the  Manufacturers  of  Ireland  are  suffering  every 

accumulated  misery  which  want  of  employment  and  extreme 

indigence  can  produce ;— distresses,  the  natural  and  inevitable 

consequence  ef  the  great  import  and  consumption  of  foreign: 


i  ^. 
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manufactures  in  Wool,  Cotton,  Silk,  and  the  mixtures  thereof* 
and  of  the  delay  and  refusal  of  Parliament  to  foster  and  en- 
courage the  home  manufacture  of  these  several  branches  by. 
protecting  duties,  after  the  uniform  example  of  every  wise_ 
and  commercial  nation  :  And,  Wh*reas,  our  wretched  Ma- 
nufacturers and  Fellow  Countrymen  have  now  no  other  re- 
source but  jn  the  virtue  and  pubjic  spirit  of  the  people  at  large, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  encourage  the  cultivation  and  consumption 
of  Irish  Manufacture,  not  only  from  the  principles  of  policy, 
bufof  humanity;  of  justice,  but  of  consistency. 

Resolved,  ihtrefore, — That  we  whose  names  are  hereunto 
subscribed,  the  Inhabitants  of  Belfast,  in  token  of  ouf  sincerity, 
and  with  the  humble  hope  of  these,  or  Resolutions  similar 
thereto,  being   adopted  by  the  people  of  -  Ireland  in  their 
Towns,  Parishes,  and  all  manner  of  Societies,  do  pledge  our-  . 
selves  by  the  sacred  ties  of  truth  and  honour,  that  we  will 
not,  from  the  day  of  our  signing  this  Paper,  wear  or  consume,  ,_ 
or  suffer  any  person  or  persons  in  any  of  our  families,  or  over 
whom  we  have  influence,  to  wear  or  consume,  any  Woollen,  , 
Cotton,  or  Silken  Goods,  or  any  mixture  thereof,,  which 
shall  not  be  of  Irish  Manufacture,   (excepting  such  foreign. 
Manufactures  as  are  now  on  hand,  and  to  be  ascertained  in 
manner  hereinafter  to  be  mentioned,)  until  a  system  of  Pro-    : 
tecting  Duties,   or  a  commercial  Treaty  or  Treaties,  shall 
have  taken  place;  and  that  then  the  Chairman  of  this  Meet- 
ing, or  any  fifteen  Members  of  this  Association  shall  convene 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  for  the  purpose  of  tajanj  the 
same  into  consideration  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said 
Meeting  that  such  System  of  Duties,  or  such  Treaty  or  Trea- 
ties are  sufficiently  adequate  to  the.  purpose  of  establishing    . 
the  Manufactures  of  Ireland  upon  a  BOtd,  durable!  and  equit- 
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"<ble  foundation,  thai  from  thenceforth,  and  not  sooner,  all 
and  every  of  us  shall  be  released  from  this  agreement, 

Tbat  we  will  not  deal  wijh,  or  purchase  from  any  merchant 
or  shopkeeper,  any  of  the  alcove  specified,  manufactures/who 
will  not  take,  subscribe,  and  publish  the  following  Affidavit: 

"  I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear,  that  I  will  no*# 
myself  sell  or  dispose  of,  nor  will  I  suffer  any  person  for  me, 
or  for  my  use  or  benefit,  to  sell  or  dispose  of  any  Woollen, 
Cotton,  or  Silken  goods,  or  any- mixture  thereof,  which  shall 
be  of  foreigi  manufacture— under  the  denomination  of  Jrish 
manufacture;  and  that  I  will  really  an&bonajide  acquaint, 
tevery  person  who  shall  buy,  of  offer  to  buy  from  me  any  of  the 
above-mentioned  species  of  {roods,  of  the  true  country  where 
such  goods  were  manufactured ;  and  whether  the  same,  or  any, 
and  which  of  them,  were  purchased  after  the  24th  of  April,  1784, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  if  the  same 
shall  be  required  of  me  by  such  person  or  persons."  . 

That  the  ladies  of  this  town  are  requested,  as  they  tender 
the  interests  of  their  native  country,  and*  the  character  of  this 
plkce,  to  give  every  possible  encouragement  to  Irish,  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  other  manufacture,  by  entering  into  similar  associ- 
ations ;  and  therein  set  an  example;  which  will,  it  is  earnestly 
to"  be"  hoped,  be  very  generally  followed  in  other  places,  and  , 
will  at  all  events  entitle  them  to  the  applause  and  respect  of  . 
many  thousands  of  their  fellow-creatures,  at  present  languish* 
ing  under  every  species  of  distress. 

jfbat  we  will  not  deal  with,  orpurchase  from,  or  suffer-any  ,v 
person  or  persons  in  our  families,  or  over  whom  we  have  any    t 
influence,  to  deal  with  or  purchase  from  any  person  or  persons 
who  shall  import  or  receive  into  their  warehouses  or  custody,    , 
apj  foreign  manufactures  of  Wool,  Cotton,  or  Silk,  or  any  mi*- 
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ture  thereof,  from  the  date  of  this  association  (except  such  a* , 
shall  have  been  already  purchased,  and  to  be  ascertained  as 
aflbresaid,)  until  the  1st  of  January,  1785. 

That  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  above  Resolutions,  to  pre- 
vent their  being  evaded,  and  to  hold  up  to  public  contempt 
such  as  shall  transgress  the  same,  the  following  persons  be  ap» 
.  pointed  a  Committee  to  inspect  into  such  of  the  above  goods  . 
as  are  how  upon  hands,  or  shall  be  imported  from  thence  into 
tits  district ;  and  to  publish  to  their  fellow-citizens  the  name 
or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  so  import  the 
same,  viz.— —Robert  Thomson,  Nathaniel  Wilson, ,  Thomas 
Brown,  aohn  Neiison,  James  Hyndraan, .  H.  Joy,  Jua.  Alex- 
ander Stewart,  Robert  Bradshaw,  and  John  Brown. 
\  JResolved*— -That  although  the  necessity  of  the  times  requires 
an  immediate  attention  to  die  encouragement  of  our  manufac- 
tures, yet— 

We  consider  the  present,  and  every  other  political  object,  as 
subordinate  to;  and  chiefly  valuable  as  connected  with,  a  reform 
of  the  depraved  state  of  Representation  in  the  Irish  House  of 
Commons: 

We  therefore  renew  cmr  pledge  to  the  community,  to  accom- 
pany the  rest  of  the  kingdom  with  a  steady  determined  pace, . 
advancing  from  stage  to  slage  in* this  glorious  pursuit,  till  si 
complete  conquest  be  obtained  over  every  power  that  shall 
vainly  attempt  to  subject  the  collective  body  of  the  people  t* 
a  state  of  igtwminious  vassalage.  . 

And  we  hereby  request  that  the  gentleme*  who  composed  * 
the.UisTBn.qfflvi^iTTEii  op  Correspondence,  Will  be  pleased 
to  communicate  with  characters  of  approved  integrity  and  know- 
ledge, in  Ireland  and  elsewhere,  for  the.  purpose  cf  obtaining 
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the  best  advice  regarding  the  next  step  to  be  taken  by  the  un-  ' 
polluted  part  of  the  kingdom,  in  pursuit  of  a  Reform  in  Par* 
lament. 

(Signed  in  the  name  of, the  inhabitants  at  large) 

JOHN  CAMPBELL  WHITE,  Chairman." 

-  '<  The  virtue  of  tbeAmerican  ladies  during  the  late  unhappy 
war*,  in  purchasing  the  plainest  dresses  wrought  in  their  own 
States,  rather  than  the  most  gaudy  ones  of  the  mother  conn* 
try,  has  often  been  mentioned  to  then*  honour,  and  will  make 
a  pleasing,  if  not  a  splendid  figure  in  the  history  of  American) 
emancipation.    Is  an  Irishwoman  less  capable  ef  a  love  for  her 
native  country  than  an  American  ?-^certaioIy  not.  That  lady 
then,  who  shall  first  set  the  example  of  ferming  a  female  asso- 
ciation, for  the  consumption  of  such  Irish  manufactures  as  in. 
•  any  degree  approach  the  English,  will  merit  the  gratitude  and 
respect  of  her  country;  considering  our  amazing  quantities  of 
British  goods  under  this  description.     Belfast  has' more  than 
once  stepped  forward  in  public  matters,  and  is  now  likely  to  do 
it  in  the  present  instance ;— how  ihuch  would  its  conduct  be 
heightened,  were  even  a  single  matron  to  be  found,  whose 
spirit,  good  sense,  and  patriotism,  would  indue?  to  take  a  lead     - 
in  this  business,  by  setting  on  foot  such  an  association,  and 
proving  that  our  public  virtue  is  not  confined  to  sex,  bat  per*  ~ 
vades  every  description  of  our  inhabitants. 

g>  Since  writing  the  above,  we  are  happy  to  find  that  fteve* 
*al  Belfast  ladies  have,  to  their  own  and  their  town's  credit,  - 
declared  their  willingness  to  devote  every  necessary  attention . 
to  promote  such  a  female  association  as  is  above  reeommeoded/^ 
10  to 
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PROCEEDINGS  PREPARATORY  TO  THE  BELFAST  REVIEW. 
"  The  committees  of  the  Belfast  1st  Company,  the  Belfast 
Volunteer  Company,  the  Belfast  Union,  and  Belfast  Troop* 
beg  leave  to  request,  that  the  annuaf  meeting  of  delegates  may 
be  held  as  usual,  on  the  17th  of  March  next,  at  the  Donegall 
Arms,  at  the  hour  of  one  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  determine 
ing  on  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  a  Review  for  the  present 
year,  which  may  seem  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  Volunteer  cause. 

They  hope  they  need  not  apologise  for  taking,  tfns  liberty* 
as  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  military  spirit  in  its  fullest 
vigour  by  convenient  reviews,  is  apparent  to  all  possessed  o£ 
loyalty  to  their  prince,  and  abhorrence  o£  the  predominating 
corruptions  of  the  constitution,  or  who  reflect  on  the  possible 
necessity  there  may  be  for  the  most  active  exertions^ 
(Signed  by  order) 

WADDELL  CUNNINGHAM,  Belfast  1st  Company 
-  WILLIAM  BROWN,  Belfast  Volunteer  Company 

THOMAS  LYONS,  Belfast  Union. 

JOHN  BURDEN,  Belfast  Troop? 

Accordingly,  on  the  17th  of  March*  a  meeting  of  representa- 
tives of  SI  corps  of  Volunteers  was  held  at  the  Donegall- Arms*. 
Major  Alexander  G.  Stewajit  in  the  Chair; 
Resolved,  unanimously. — "  That  a  review  be  held  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Belfast  on  the  12th  of  July  ensuing ;  and  that 
.  we  will  not  associate  with  any  corps  at  the  ensuing  review, 
that  shall  continue  under  the  command  of  officers  who  have 
signed  a  memorial  to  pailiament  in  opposition  to  the  declared 
sense  of  the  people  of  Ireland!  on  the  subject  of  a  more  e^ual 
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«  Z<*  tfe  Delegates  of  Si  Corps  of  Volunteers^  Assembled  at 
Belfast,  March  17,  1784*. 
Gbktlemen,  v 

I  receive  with  the  most  perfect  sense  of  the  honour  done 
me,  your  nomination  to  the  Office  of  Exercising  Officer  for  the 
ensuing  Review.  Every  clay's  experience  convinces  me  of  the 
necessity  of  Volunteers  maintaining  their  discipline  and  vigour. 
These  bad  men :  among  us  who  now  venture  Jo  detract  from 
their  character  and  merits,  only  wait  the  Jiour  of  their  de* 
dine  and  dissolution,  to  plunge  this  country  again  in  poverty 
and  servitude. 

In  Ulster  I  contemplate  the  steady  bupportersof  Irish  Rights* 
and  at  Belfast  I  glory  in  the  Body  who  shewed  the  prece* 
dept^Ar^tooiacy-^Venality'^SelMeaed  Parliaments— and 
British  Interests,  must  sink  before  such  a  virtuous  Phalanx. 
But  if  we  should  be  unsuccessful,  at  least  it  will  testify  "  our 
lives  have  had  some  smack  of  honour  in  them," — and  they 
who  enslave  us  wfll  have  a  tough  bout  of  it,  contending  with 
men  who  postpone  life  to  liberty. 

.  The  North  disdains  partial '  rights— she  contemplates  with 
-equal  affection  her  catholic  and  protectant  sons ;  and  when 
she  demanded -from  Britain  a  restoration  of  her  trade,  she 
never  dreamt  of  permitting  the  domestic  sale  of  her  Legisla- 
ture.   I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

your  obliged,  and  faithful  Servant, 

WILLIAM  T.  JONES' 
Dublin,  March  23,  1784. 

"  There  are  no  less  than  six  brass  field  pieces,  six-pounders, 
the  property  of  the  corps  of  this  town),  of  as  good  a  cast  as  any 
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in  fehe  kiugdcmi.— The  companies  are  bow  abotft  to  mount 
another  pair  besjd$s  those  already  on  carriages. 

The  Volunteer  recruiting  service  is  agafin  reviving  in  this 
ffoce  and  neighDourhood.  In  several  parts  the  liberal  in- 
habitants are  opening  subscriptions  for  the  purchase  of  art* 
for  nurtbers  of  sttfat  felloes  in  tfce  country,  #bo  are  willing, 
though  unable  to  purchase  for  themselves;  The  prettfenl 
Idea  is,  that  new  corps  should  be  formed  in  almost  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  to  be  well  armed  and  disciplined,  without  in* 
curring  the  experice  of  uniforms,  by  Which  **!ritary  measure 
it  were  not  an  exaggerated  supposition  that  10*000  men  might 
be  added  to  the  northern  army,  and  25,000  to  the  national 

Ibrce." 

April.— It  is  With  infinite  pleasure  we  find  the  resolution  of 
Some  of  the  Volunteer  Corps  to  instruct  every  person  whs 
pleases  to  attend  parade,  in  the  use  of  arms,  has  bad  the  best 
effect  possible;  numbers  every  evening  talce  this  method  « 
learning  the  military  exercise.  Surrounded  by  merceaarjr 
troops— the  Liberty  of  the  Press  restrained — and  the  de$* 
'of  the  nation  frustrated,  are  tnatters  which  cannot  escape  our 
Notice,  and  call  ujpon  every  mdn  who  values  Liberty  to  tit 
>*le  to  defend  it." 

-•  May:— "The  Secretary  of  the  Belfast  Review  has  receive* 
returns  for  within  a  few  bf  3000  men.  It  is  no  <exaggerttt©fc 
to  assert,  that  C000  might  have  been  had,  were  it  not  that 
the  delegates  assembled  on  17th  March  (very  justly  conceiv- 
ing that  encampment  highly  serves  the  volunteer  interest,)  de« 
terrained  that  it  should  not  be  a  billeted  Review.  The  number 
that  bave  offered  with  true  spirit,  to  come  from  very  distant 
jparts,  form  a  conclusive -evidence,  that  the  army  of  the^eopl* 
v  was  at  no  other  period  more  completely  alive  to  their  country  * 
cause. 
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We  can  again  with  truth  assure  our  readers  that  the  Volun- 
teer recruiting  service,  instead  of  relaxing,  is  this  moment 
prosecuted  with  more  vigour  than  ever.  Numbers  of  elever 
fellows  are  daily  enrolling  themselves  in  the  country  corps 
that  never  before  were  in  the  ranks.  In  two  nights  eleven  of 
this  description  voluntarily  offered  themselves  to  the  Drum- 
bridge  company — and  similar  instances  occur  in  almost  every 
company  for  a  considerable  circuit  round  this  place.  Were 
officers  at  the  present  juncture  alert,  the  augmentation  of  good 
men  to  the  volunteer  strength  would  be  vejy  great 

A  new  volunteer  company  is  formed  in  Newry  within  these 
ten  days." 

"  BELFAST  FIRST  VOLUNTEER  COMPANY,  On  Parade,  May  13. 

Whereas  the  interests  of  Ireland  at  the  present  juncture 
demand  that  all  Men,  sensible  of  the  value  of  their  Civil 
Rights,  should  be  prepared  to  assert  and  defend  them. 

Resolved,  therefore,*— That  we  invite  every  resident  in  this 
Town  or  Neighbourhood,  not  at  present  enrolled  in  other 
corps,  and  desirous  to  co-operate  with  their  fellow-mi /ens, 
without  the  expence  of  uniforms,  to  give  in  their  names  and 
places;  of  abode  in  writing  to  our  Captajn ;  as  drills  will  be 
immediately  -appointed,  where  they  will  have  the  use  of  the 
company's  arms,  and  be  taught  military  discipline ;  according 
to  the  excellent  example  of  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

That  we  invite  to  our  ranks,  persons  of  every  religious  per* 
'•tiasion;  firmly  convinced  that  a  general  Union  of  aia  the 
inhabitants  of  Ireland  is  as  necessary  to  the'  freedom  and 
prosperity  |of  this  kingdom,  as  it  is  congenial  to  the  con- 
stitution. 

Signed  by  Qrder, 

WADDELL  CUNNINGHAM,  Captain. 
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*«  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  at  the  Ex- 
change, 26th  May. 

Capt.  William  Brown  in  the  Chair. 

The  following  Publication  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  in- 
serted in  the  Belfast  News- Papers : 

Having  attended  with  singular  pleasure  to  the  Resolutions 
of  many  of  our  Volunteer  Brethren,  by  which  they  express 
their  determination  to  instruct  in  the  use  of  arms  every 
citizen  of  approved  character,  who  nobly  distinguishes  him- 
self at  this  momentous  crisis  by  pressing  forward  to  join  the 
independent  army  of  Ireland,  and  to  promote  as  far  as  in  us 
lies  so  laudable  and  necessary  a  measure : 

Resolved,  unanimously. — That  from  henceforward  our  drills 
six  all  be  open  for  the  instruction  of  all  persons  of  the  above 
descriptions,  whose  situations  in  life,  not  their  lack  of  courage 
and  patriotism,  may  have  heretofore  precluded  them  from  ac- 
quiring a  knowledge  of  the  firelock,— such  men  we  shall  re« 
ceive  with  brotherly  affection,  and  deem  our  Corps  highly  dis« 
tlflguishcd  by  an  acquisition  so  truly  honourable,  and  at  the 
iamc  time  so.  very  promising  to  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
mutually  engaged  ;  no  invidious  distinction  shall  be  suffered 
to  prevail  in  our  admission  of  spirited  Freemen  to  our  drills  ; 
'auperiority  of  virtue  can  alone  constitute  superiority  of  merit; 
whatever  be  their  religion,  or  to  whatever  sect  they  belong,  if 
they  ]ove  their  country,  if.  they  revere  its  liberties,  and  to 
their  hearts  prompt  them  to  assist  in  its  defence,  we  shall  con- 
sider them  peculiarly  eligible,  and  be  happy  in  forwarding  their 
glorious  pursuits. 
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Resolved.— That  the  evenings  of  every  Tuesday,  Thursday 
and  Friday,  at  7  o'clock,  be  the  time  appointed  for  drilling,*' 
when  a  sufficient  number  of  the  Members  of  the  Company  shall 
attend  our  Parade  for  that  purpose* 
Signed  by  Order, 

WALTER  CRAWFORD,  Sec." 

_— __  "  ' 

The  state  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Irelaad  now  began,  irj 
a  peculiar  manner,  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  Volunteers* 
The  members  of  that  sect,  had  long  been  deprived  of  many  of 
the  rights  of  freemen,  in  consequence  of  the  hostility  which 
they  had  ever  evinced  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  and  the  tole* 
tio  n  of  their  Protestant  fellow-countrymen.  But  the  Valun* 
teers  now  began  to  perceive,  that  without  the  concurred  ce  "of 
the  Romanists,  a  reformed  legislature,  acting  independently  of 
.  England,  was.  not  to  be  obtained.  They  were  therefore  resolved 
to  run  every  risk  to  accomplish  this  object,  and  nom  began  to-' 
openly  demand  an  extension  of  the  elective  franchise  to  tha 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  communion.  The  people  of 
Belfast  were  as  usual  foremost  in  expressing  their  sentiment! 
on  this  important  subject ;  but  surely  the  ardour  which  they 
entertained  for  the  civil  rights  of  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren 
did  not  require  them  to  countenance,  by  tneir  public  attention 
at  mass,  the  religious  tenets  and  worship  of  that  community, 
and  thus  lower  in  the  estimation  of  all  rational  christians,  tha 
glorious  appellation  of  Protestants* 

«c  The  Belfast  First  Volunteer  Company  yesterday 
agreed  to  march  to  Mass  next  Sunday ;  on  which  day  a  gene- 
ral collection  is  to  be  made  to  defray  the  remaining  debts  due 
by  the  parishioners,  on  account  of  building  the  house,  which 
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if  neatly  designed  and  executed.  Whilst  such  perfect  con- 
cord distinguishes  the  Irish  nation,  what  moderate  demand 
founded  in  truth  and  right,  can  it  ever  make  that  can  long  be 
refused  ? 

ThefeUomng  remark  is  found  in  a  Dublin  Paper,  devoted  i* 
the  interest  of  the  Court.— Volunteer  Evening  Post, 

It  must  be  productive  of  n#  small  mortification  among  the 

,  few  corps  in  this  city,  who  have  established  a  communion  with 

the  scum  of  the  people,  that  not  one  armed  body,  but  those  of 

the  virtuous  Wj* >11  Cun m  at  Belfast,  have  adopted 

the  base  idea  of  arming  the  multitude.  •  They  want  not  to  re- 
vive the  rapparee  character  of  former  times,  or  to  teach  a  san- 
guinary canaille  the  most  expert  way  of  committing  murder.' 

«  On  Sunday  last  (May  30,)  the  Belfast  1st  Company,  and 
Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  paraded  in  foil  dress,  and  marched 
to  mass,  where  a  sermon  was  preachetfby  the  Rev.'Mr  0«Don- 
nel,  and  a  handsome  collection  made  to  aid  in  defraying  the 
expence  of  erecting  the  new  Mass-house^- Great  numbers  of 
the  other  Protestant  inhabitants  also  attended. ' 

«  The  Roman  Catholic  congregation  of  Belfast  return  their 
gratetul  acknowledgments  to  the  Belfast  1st  Volunteer  Com- 
pany, to  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  and  tq  the  inhabi- 
tants at  large,  for  their  so  generously  enabling  them  to  erect 
a  handsome  edifice  for  their  celebration  of  divine  worship. 
They  know  not  in  what  adequate  terms  to  express  their  feel- 
ings, excited  by  the  attendance  of  so  respectable  a  Protestant 
audience  on  Snuday  last,  at<  the  opening  of  the  House— tke 
impression  of  which  mark  of  regard  is  never  to  be  effaced. 

They  have  Iarftady  received  £8*  through  the  munificence  of 
the  Protestants  of  Belfest,  and  will  gratefully  receive  (tbrtugh 
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the  He*.  Mr  b*D*uiieH,)  amy  finder  benefactions  toward  do* 
fraying  the  remaining  expenee  (about  £80,)  that  the  liberaiitjr 
of  their  brother  carietiane  may  prompt" 

Jely  8.— TOWN  MEETING,  TO  TAKE  INTO  CONSIDERATION 
TUB  DUBLIN  RESOLUTIONS  IN  FAVOUR  OP  ROMAN  CATH0- 
.   U<2  STJFFRAtfB,  *c 

«  To  ike  fnkabhmnts  of  Belfast.  ' 

GaNTLWlN.^wWe  retrjaeet  you  may  assemble  at  the  toirm- 
bmae  <m  Thursday  next,  being  the  Bth  Instant*  *t  twelve  o'cloojg 
to  take,  under  your  consideration  the  proceedings  rf  the  aggre* 
ffce  body  of,the  city  of  Dttbttt  ftt ^  theil1  moling  held  die  Jl»t 
idtinKH  «*4  &  determine  on  aadt  measures  in  consequerwe 
thereof,  as  vksJB  to  yp*  seern  most  it  and  puppex.  la  pursuit 
•f  that  great  objeeV-A  Reform  of  Farliament— the  warmest 
aod  molt  determined  efforts  of  the  inhabit****  of  Belfast  can* 
net  be  donated:  we  are  therefore  donrinced  that  the  meeting 
wiU  be  both  ntaHrous  and  respectable* 

.  Beya*t,3djubi  1784. 

Alexander  Haliday  Wffliam  Stewart  William  Boyld 

*liomaa  Sinclatre  John  Craig  John  Luke 

Robert  Bradshaw  Robert  Simms  James  Ferguson 

Wtffiam  Browa  William  Sinclair*  John  Neilaon" 
^UnesFer^Ub^M.Dk    John  Brown                 '•   Robert  Kndx 

GUtot  M'llveen  Amyw  Griffith  Robert  Thomson 

Thomai  Hardin  Thomas  Brown  Patrick  Gaw." 

tbomat  MUUktn  Robert  Scott 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bah 

&^  in  comn>on-hall  asseosWed;  cm  Thursday,  the  8th  day  of 

%  1784- 

.  Mr  GiIbkrt  M'Ilveen  in  tfie  Chair ; 

The  resolution*  of  fi#  foenien,  foeJtoUer*,  aad  intohi4|Dif 
If  *r 


*  ». 
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of  the  city  of  Dublin,  assembled  at  the  thelsel  on  .the.  7th.  June 
*!nst,  being  read  and  considered— 

Resolved,  i^awWt/%i^Tbat  we  hereby  approve  of  said 
resolutions,  and  that  we  are  particularly  happy  in  this  oppor- 

y  Unity  of  publicly  declaring  our  perfect  coincidence  of  opmioa 
•with  our  highly  respected  fellow-subjects,  the  citizens  of  Dublin. 
That  the  gradual  extension,  of  suffrage  to  our  too  long  oppress- 
ed brethren,  the  Roman  Catholics,  preserving  unimpaired  the 
P¥6$est*nt  government  of  tkis  country,  worid  be  a  ^measure, 
liraught  (with  the*  happiest  consequences,  and' w«nild  be  highly 
conducive  to  tne  security  of  civil  liberty. 

Rwo'ved  unanimously.— That  a  rtietoorial  and  petition  to  Ml 
Majesty  be  prepared,  praying;  a  dissolution  of  the  present  par- 
liatoent,  and  as  a  measure  founded  on  it,  that  his  Majesty**! 
be  pleased  to  issuer  writrfbr  a  new  parliament;  in  eonfhntaity  to 
♦the  plan  of  repreientation  that  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  acted 
deputtesof  the  collective  body,  which  are  to  be  assembled  in  a 
National  Congress  at  Dublin,  on  the  25th  of  October  next; 

.'consisting  of  representatives  fairly  chosen  by  every  county, 
city,  and  great  tqwn  in  Ireland.  -,  .   N 

Resolved,  unanimously.— That  the  following  five  persona  bff 
appointed  d  committee  to  prepare  the  said  memorial  and  pe« 
tition,  viz.— Messrs  Waddell  Cunningham,  Henry  Joy,  Jun. 
Bev.  MrKilburn,  Messrs  John  Brown,  and  Robert  Thompson  ; 
and  that  they  report  the  same  on,  Saturday,  the  17th  of  July 
instant,  at  one  o'clock,  of  which  meeting  public  notice  will  be 
freviously  given.  1 .     "u     .:..«. 

Gl'tBERt%^LVEEN,  Chairmah:* 

/  .  -    . 

-   BELFAST  REVIEW,  July  12.      v 

On  Sunday  about  5  o'clock  in/the  evening  the  approach  of 
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the  Earl  of  Charlemout  was  announced  by  discharge  of  can* 
non  from  the  four  brass  six-pounders,  belonging  to  this  place  ; 
and  the  venerable  -Geeeral.  was  ^received  by  the  Belfast  and 
other  corps.  The  total  number  of  coips  which  marched  into 
town  and  camp,  were  about  fifty  ;  twenty-five  of  which  en* 
camped  on  the  bid  Review  ground,  in  rere  of  the  line  of  Re* 
Tiew.  Several  Volunteers  of  Drogheda  attended  the  Review 
as  ^Spectators,  in  order  to  be  witness  of  the  steady  spirit  of  the 
North,  in  common  with  that  of  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

*  Yesterday  the  whole  body  were  reviewed  in  two  Brigades 
(eight  Battalions)  and  the  line  acquitted  itself  with  much  cre- 
dit; the  marchings  remarkably  good,  and  a  general  improve* 
rnent  in  discipline  visible  to  a  military  eye. 

The  corps  encamped,  are,  the  Belfast  Battalion,  with  the  „ 
two'brass  six  pounders  of  the;  first  Company ;  the  Ulster  Regi- 
ment and  its  two  brass  four  pounders ;  the  Union  Regiment ; 
the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  with  its  two  brass  six  pound* 
ers  ;  and  the  Carrickfergus  Company,— Is  it  not  much  to  be 
lamented  that  every  regiment  and  company  in  Ireland  is  not' 
prepared  for  real  service  by  having  camp  equipage  ? 

*  The  number  of  spectators  was  as  great  as  on  any  former 
•ccasion,  'arid  the  weather  proved  extremely  favourable. 

The  pleasure  arising  from  the  encreasing  military  ardour  of 
the  troops,  was  much  heightened  by  the  apparent  good  health 
and  spirits  of  a  General,  who  has  long,  in  so  eminent  a  de- 
gree/ enjoyed  the  love  and  esteem  of  his  Fellow-Citizens  in 
arms. 

*  Th'e  A!de-de-£amp  of  General  Conway  (the  Commander 
inChief  in  England,)  was  present;  and  it  may  be  supposed", 
tas  not  an  idle  spectator. 
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%*  Lord  Charlemont's  Aides-de-Carop  are.  Si*.  Annesley 
Stewart  and  Colonel  Lyons  of  Droghedfr 

Qtniral  Orders. 
After  tbe  last  brigade  bos  been  reviewed,  the  Bdfajt  troop* 
Belfast  Battalion,  Ulster  Regiment,  and  the  detached  encamp 
cd  companies,  will  draw  up  in  front  of  their  respective  en* 
carapments,  with  the  two  Artillery  corps  of  Belfast,  conceal* 
ed  in  rereof  the  centre  of  the  camp.  [Tins  bodff  toad  under 
the  command  of  the  exercising  Officer,  in  defence  of  tbe 

'In  the  interim*  the  Independent  County  of  Dove Regiment, 
Union  Regiment,  all  the  detached  companies,  not  eneamp<& 
(with  thehr  Artillery)  the  Artillery  of  the  Ulster  Regiment  and 
remainder  of  the  Horse,  will,  without  musk,  march  silently 
np  tbe  avenue  that  leads  to.  the  Fall'p  road,  from  the,  right  ef 
the  line ;  and  be  formed  at  the  Floor  Mills  in  »  column  on 
tbe  right  platoon  of  its  line ;  Artillery  in  the  centre  ef  the 
column :— an  advance  guard  of  three  platoons  about  fifty  yards 
3b  front  of  column  ;  and  horse  a  very  little  distance  in  their  feast 
£Tbis  body  in  tbe  assault  of  the  camp  to  act  tinder  the  com* 
■wand  of  Col.  Stewart.}  ,     *< 

As  soon  as  these  arrangements  ore  formed  by  the  assailants, 
a  gun  from  the  Newton  ArtiHery  will  be  ivea  n  the  road  as 
a  signal :  upon  which  the  horse  of  tbe  amilanU  will  advance 
fclowry,  and  meeting  with  the  other  horse,  will  skirmish,  and 
afterwards  retire  to  rere  of  main  body:  main  body  remain  till 
they  hear  their  hoy  alprraishing  with  tbe  otl*r<faorfey  at  which 
they  advance. 
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^  At  the  signal  of  the  gun  mentioned  before,  the  horse  of 
Ae  defcndcmU  will  advance  very  rapidly  to  the  road,  and  on 
naeeting  with  that  of  the  assailant*  will  skirmish^  and  retreat 
torereof  its  own  column  on  theroad.  All -the  grenadiers  and 
hght  troops  of  the  defendants,  under  the  command  of  Capt, 
Bell,  at  the  same  signal  of  a  gun,  will  advance  very  briskly 
to  the  road  in  a  column,  and  remain  near.  Mr  Blow's  Mill  with 
Urn  Belfast  1st  corps  grenadiers  about  forty  yards  in  front,  as 
an,  advanced  guard*  On  the  retreat  of  its  horse,  defendants) 
advance  guard  remains  till  that  of  the  enemy  appears,  it  will 
■  then  fire  and  retreat  rapidly  to  its  column  of  grenadiers  and  in* 
fanlry.  <  £  A  smart  engagement  to  take  place  between  the  co* 
lumns,  observing  at  least  eighty  yards  distance;  t^e  astajknt* 
regulating  that  distance  by  the  retreat  of  the  defendants.]} 

As  the  column  of  defendants/etreat*  infantry  of  Belfast  1st 
Qtmuany,  and  of  Ulster  Begiment  will  retire  through  the 
field  of  entrance  to  the  review  ground  near  the  centre,  and  lie . 
csfteealed  at  a  proper  distance  behind  ditches,  so  as  to  hams* 
tfaeftctny on  to  approach/ and  in  the  field*  \ 

When  the  pursuing  column  of  auailtmU  has  nearly  reached 
the  lane  leading  to  the  right  of  the  review  ground,  it  will  hah 
and  detach  three  companies  silently  fo  the  Bta&-Staff4a»e, 
which  will  coneeaMiemselves  near  the  entrance  of  it;  column 
advances  again  after  a  few  minutes*  ' 

The  remainder  of  the  defendant,*  column  retreat  to  the  main 
body,  and  farm  in  their  respective  place*  in  the  line. 

The  column  of  assailants  hreafrs  into  three  columns :  two  of 
which  will  fine*  advancing  slowly  through  the  two  lanes  the 
publican  teattfcras  in  the  field  Iqtfmg  to  the  review  ground 
near  the  centre; 
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Its  third  column  will  pass  through  a  lane  that  leads  to  the 
right  of  the  line,  aad  will  lie  concealed  till  the  other  columns 
attack  the  line;  which  they  will  do  in  street  firing  without  ad- 
vancing at  any  Time  so  far  as  to  eater  the  review  ground. 

•  The  third  column  then  advances  into  the  first  field,  which 
will  bring*  them  near  the  right  of  the  line,  where  they  wiH  at- 
tack without  passing  the  ditch. 

The  defendants  upon  the  appearance  of  the  assailants  co* ' 
lumns,  will  rapidly  form  three  columns  to  oppose  them;  all  the 
artillery  formed  in  rere  of  the  centre  columns,  so  as  to  be  con* 
cealed  there.  '  -• 

*  The  flanking  party  in  ambush-  (infantry  of:  Belfast.  1st,  and 
of  Ulster  Regiment)  fire  at  the ;  flanks  of  the  assailants  co- 
lumn, and  retreat  : 

•'  The  flanking  party  of  the  assailants  (concealed  at  the  Black- 
Staff-lane.)  on  the  first  attack'  of  the  columns,  advance  and 
turn  the  left  flank  of  the  camp,  on  the  far  side  of  the  river; 
and  wilt  be  opposed  from  the  camp  in  such,  manner  as  shall 
be  ordered  by  the  Exercising  Officer  ;  but  on  mo  account  either* 
party'  t>o"  cross'  the  river,  nor  the  assailants  to  enter  the  mea- 
dow  on  the  rere  of  the  camp.    •'    '  •    •  •  ~" .     • 

■•  The  whole  of  the  defendants  artillery  will  now  come  up  from 
the  rere  of  its  columns,  and  open  upon  t He  enemy;  whose 
artillery  is  to  be   employed  according  as  the  ground  may 

permit.    '  " *     - 

At  the  hoisting  of  a  white  H^g  at -the  exercising  officer's^ 
marquee,  (which  signal  ell  officers  commanding  parties  ojr 
main  bodies  must  carefully  attend  to)  the  assailants  retire  i»* 
the  utmost  disorder,  without  rallying  ^—rthe  defendants  ad-. 
vancing;  at  a  charge  in  all  directions,  but  without  offering  t«v 
>iss  out  of  the  field.  '     * 
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.    At  the  Ckumade  being  beat  from  the  centre  of  the  camp  all ' 
luring  to  cease,  and  the  whole  of  the  troops  to  form  a  square, 
foas  to  comprehend  the  whole  of  the  ground,   for  three  feu- 
de-joyes  from  right  to  left. 

Bayonet*  not  to  be  iitfxl  in  the  Sham  Fight." 

<l  Having  (by  inserting  a  copy  of  the  orders,^  conveyed  to 
our  readers  a  particular' description  of  the  mock  engagement 
to  take  place  that  day,  little  is  left  us  to  add,  except  «sno^ 
deviations  in  the*  execution  as  the  ardour  of  the  troops  eo 
^  casioned.  The  .skirmishing  of'  the  horse,  and  the  advance  ' 
guards  on  the  road  had  a  pleasing  effect ;  but  was  considerably 
exceeded  by  the  rapid  movements  of  the  flanking  parties  of 
grenadiers  and  infantry ;  which  with  much  judgment  hung 
Upon  the  flanks  of  the  assailants  column,  and  afforded  a  de- 
lightful spectacle  to  the. greatest  multitude  of  spectators  that 
perhaps  ever  attended  *  Review  in  this  place.  , 

,  When  the.  attack  became  general,  (the  cas%p  assaittjL  on 
each  flank  and  in  front  and  the  light  parties  driven  in)  a  very 
lively  image  of  war  presented  itself.  The  various*  movements 
of  the  different  bodies  in  columns  and  line,  as  well  as  of  the 
artillery  and  horse,  determined  in  the  heat  of  a  general  action 
by  the  occasion,  and  heightened  by.  the  confused  appearance 
of  so  extended  an  engagement,  afforded  a  scene  on  which  every 
eye  was  intently  bent,  and  every  mind,  was  on  pipe  side  or  the 
other  interested.    ,  K     «  .         '-,<.,.'.;..' 

We  cannot  avoid  noticing  a  trifling  circumstance  w,hictl 
happened  during  a  forced  movement  of  a  small  party  of  in*    ' 
fanjry  belonging  to  the  assailants.     An  old  soldier  who  ob« 
served  it,  and  felt  a  momentary  return  of  the  fire  of  youth  . 
f<om  the  resemblance  that  this  busy  scene  bore  to  real  action!' 
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in  Germany,  finding  the  party  had  taken  its  intended  station, 
inattentive  to  a  danger  to  which  it  had  exposed  itself  from  two 
Strong  bodies  by  which  'it  was  surrounded*— exclaimed  with  at 
much  Tebemence  as  a  real  scene  of  the  kind  could  possibly 
have  excited,  and  with  the  utmost  agitation  of  mind— ^  by 
|l«— ns  to  a  man  they  are  cut  off." 

As  the  performacne  of  troops  in  mock  engagement  is  a  good 
touchstone  of  their  discipline,  the  person  who  communicates 
tiiis  account  is  authorised  to  say,  not  only  from  a  very  mU 
«ute  attention  to  the  fact,  but  from  higher  authorities  of  mar* 
tinets  reraent  in  the  nature  of  real  action,  that  die  general 
conduct  of  this  little  army  reflected  honour  on  ,the  attention 
it  has  paid  to  the  use  of  arms;  strongly  evinced  in  the  regu- 
larity of  every  movement,  and  in  no  confusion  of  consequence 
ensuing  at  any  time,  even  when  the  columns,  line,  or  flanking 
parties  were  much  pressed. 

A  gentleman  in  the  suite  of  the  earl  of  Charlemont,  to  whoa* 
exertions  the  corps  of  the  province  of  Leinster  are  highly  in- 
debted foiHdfett  of  discipline,  assured  the  person  who  writes 
Ifcxs,  that  he  had  very  seldom  seen  a  finer  body  of  regular  troops 
—of  men  whom  a  very  few  weeks  close  attention  to  military 
rule,  would  prepare  to  take  the  field  with  better  effect— that 
the  marchings  were  such  as  he  could.not  have  considered  a 
volunteer  army  at  present  capable  of— and  that  the  artillery 
(two  companies  of  which  are  but  a  few  weeks  formed,)  was 
served  in  a  manner,  of  which,  without  being  an  actual  witness 
of  the  fact,  he  could  not  have  formed  an  idea, 

William  Todd  Jones,  the  exercising^offioer,  set  an  example, 
by  lying  on  strotn  in  the  encampment,  and  never  leaving  it  till 
the  last  company  had  marched  off,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  wMT 
-  be  imitated  by  future  officers  invested  with  so  useful  a  trust 
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CORPS  REVIEWED  AT  BELFAST  IN  JULY,  17*4 
Line  vf  Encampment. 

BELFAST  BATTALION  ON  THE  BIGHT. 

Artillery  of  Belfast  1st  corps<two  brass  six-pounders.)— Bel* 
last  1st  grenadier,  infantry,  and  battalion  oelbpany.— Doaegor. 
~-Holywood.— Lame  Independents— -Wlute-Houaerf— Belfast 
Union."      {9) 

ULSTER  REGIMENT,  TWO  BATTALIONS. 

Artillery  (two  brass  four-pounders.)— Lisbon)  True  Blues. 
—Ditto  Grenadiers— Ditto  Infantry.— MaghragelL—DroniQr*; 
Independents.— Drumbo  Rangers.— Lambeg.—Dunfnurry.— 
£Angfosd  Lodge.— Lisburn  Fuzileers— - Purdysburn.— Bally* 
nure.— Drmnbridge.— KUlead.— Light  In&ntry  of  Red  Bat- 
talwm— --<l6) 

PART  OP  UNION  REGIMENT.     • 

Sotttrale  Loyalists.— BaUwahinch— A  ghalee—~(5) 
Corps  in  BeifaH. 

DETACHED  CORPS. 

Belfrst  Volunteer  Company— Ditto  Artillery  (two  brass  tift> 
pounders.)— Carridrfergtts^-- Donagndony— Banbridge.— Ho* 
fywood,  1st— Donegor  Independents.— BaNymena  Fusileett. 
— Dunover  Independents.— Ardes  Ditto.— -(10) 

INBBPBNDBNT  COUNTY  OP  DOWN  RB0IMENT.  . 

Newtown  Artillery  (two  brass  sk-pouBde«.)^Newtowri  1st 
19  Sp 
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Company.— Ditto  2d.— Comber  Independents— Ditto  Blues, 
Dundonald.---DaiiAghadee,-— Baqgor,— KUlinshy ,— Com- 
ber Rangers- (10) 

TR00PSM)F  HORSE. 

Ede^uffcarricL— -Belfa^t.-*Newtown.---— (S) 

Total  Number  of  Cotp*...~.„.......FiFTY-ONX. 


As  Various  reports  are  made  of  the  actual  number  reviewed, 
we  can  assert,  from  pretty  accurate  calculation,  that  the  total 
number  (including  Officers,  music,  drums,  and  fifes,)  was  not 
abort  of  2,500 ;  the  number  of  companies  and  troops  amount* 
ing  to  51. 

In  1781,  when  upwards  of  5,000  were  reviewed  here,  the 
greatest  brigade  reviewed  on  die  ground  was  1,362.  The  se- 
cond brigade  this  year  as  fully  occupied  the  line  as  that  year, , 
by  the  declaration  of  the  general;  to  which,  if  we  add  1,154* 
ofwhich  the  first  brigade  consisted,  the  total  number^  will  ha 
51,516,  which,  however,  included  upwards  of  5250  recruits  of 
the  two  brigades  which  did  not  fall  into  the  ranks.  ' 

Had  the  review  been  a  billeted  one,  it  is  beyond  a  doubt  that 
6,000  would  have  been  present,  as  a  greater  desire  discovered 
itself  among  very  distant  companies  to  attend,  than  ever  was 
experienced  before, 

Mr  Blair  M'Cleaaghan,  a  native  of  Deny,  and  a  very  consi- 
derable merchant  in  Philadelphia,  attended  the  tcview,  and 
expressed  a  kind  of  reverence  for,  and  delight  in  this  display  of 
Irish  arms,  that  perhaps  no  man,  who  had  not  himself  been  ii* 
an  American  or  an ~  Irish  Volunteer  army,  could  fee).  Thia 
gentleman,  though  «f  yqtj  considerable  property,  served  as  a 
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private  In  the  American  army,  and  in  a  true  act  of  munificence) 
bestowed  at  one  time,  for  the  use  of  the  American  camp— 
proviaioii0tatheamoantof£l,5Qa  "  y 

At  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  Volunteer  Army  reviewed 
at  Betta*  on  the  18th  and  13th  days  of  July,  1784, 

Major  Crawford,  of  the  Independent  County  of  Down  Regi- 
ment, in  the  Chair. 

i 
EehhetL— That  the  following  address  be  presented  to  Ge- 

neral  the  Earl  of  Chariemont.  l 

To  General  the  Earl  qfCharlcMont* 

My  Lord. — With  the  most  sincere  veneration  fcr  you* 
Lordship's  character,  and  affectionate  solicitude  for  your  welfare, 
the  Volunteers  assembled  at  Belfast  beg  leave  again  to  eongra* 
tukte  your  Lordship  on  your  arrival  amongst  them,  and  to 
wish  your  Lordship  a  long  continuation  of  every  enjoyment* 
that  rank,  reputation,  and  integrity,  can  bestow  on  a  faithful 
and  persevering  Volunteer— unpolluted  by  the  corruptions  oft 
a  court,  and  uninfluenced  by  the  politics  of  fluctuating  admi« 
mtratioBs. 

•  We  rejoice  at  the  military  ardour  of  a  country  in  which 
every  man  is  either  already  enrolled  a  soldier,  or  from  the  go* 
nerai  attention  to  tjie  use  of  arms,  would  in  a  few  weeks  be 
qualified  to  act  in  the  Army  of  the  People.    And  we  pledge    * 

'  ourselves  to  co-operate  with  the  I  collective  body  'of  our  coun- 
trymen in  every  measure  directed  to  remedy  the  abuse  of 

"power,  and  tha  well  known  defects  in  the  Commons'  House  of 
Parliament— defects  which  threaten  the  annihilation  of  our 
boasted  form  of  government,  and  are  productive  of  the  high- 


\; 
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est  oppression  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  loyal  add  independent 
\       nation. 

x  Before  vtp  bid  adieu  to  our  beloved  General,  pevmit  us,  my 
Lord,  to  express .  our  satisfaction  at  the  decay  of  those  pre- 
judices which  have  so  long  involved  us  in  feed  and  disunion— 
•  disunion  which,  by  limiting  the  rights  of  suffrage,  and  cir- 
cumscribing the  number  of  Irish  citizens,  has,  in  a  high  de* 
gree  tended  to  create  and  foster  that  aristocratic  tyranny  which 
is  the  fountain  of  every  Irish  grievance ;  and  against  which 
the  public  now  unanimously  exclaim* 

JOHN  CRAWFORD,  Chairman. 

To  the  Delegates  of  the  Volunteer  Army  Reweaoed  at  Belfast* 
os  the  I2tk  and  isth  of  'July,  178*. 

Gentlemen, 

To  be  possessed  of  your  good  opinion  has  ever  been  tiae> 
"highest  honour,  as  well  as  the  greatest  pleasure  of  my  life;*— 
and  the  kind  expressions  contained  in  your  Address  are  nam 
most  peculiarly  pleasing  to  jne,  as  I  am*  by  them  induced  to 
hope  that  you  will  pardon  mfe,  if  now,  for  the  first  time  I  ven- 
ture to  differ  from  you  in  sentiment.  From  your  disapproving 
the  present  limitation  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  I  am  to  con- 
clude, that  you  would  wish  to  communicate  the  ekctfre  pri- 
vilege with  our  Catholic  fellow  subjects*  1* his  is  indeed  a* 
matter  of  nice  and  delicate  discussion,  hut,  as  the  subject  has 
of  late  been  generally  treated,  both  in %  conversation  and  w 
writing,  I  have  given  it  every  consideration  in  my  power,  and 
am  sorry  to  say  that  my  decision  essentially  differs  from  your*. 
The  limited  nature  of  what  I  ana  now  writing,  must  preclude 
me  from  entering  into  a  train  of  reasoning  upon  this  poin^» 
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and  I  shall  therefore  content  myself  with  declaring,  that, 
though  perfectly  free  from  erery  illiberal  prejudice^  though 
iuH  of  good  will  toward  that  yery  respectable  body,  my  judg* 
vent,  as  far  as  it  has  hitherto  been  informed,  will  not  suffer 
me  to  agree  with  yon.  Neither  am  I  by  any  means  singular 
among  the  real  friends  to  Reform,  in  my  ideas  upon  this  sub* 
ject ;  if  I  were,  I  should  perhaps  be  less  ardent  in  my  intreaties 
to  you  to  desist  from  a  pursuit  which  would  fatally  clog  and 
impede  the  prosecution  of  our  favourite  purpose ;  indulge  not 
I  beseech  you,  any  opinion  which  must  and  will  create  dis- 
union,—your  strength,  your  honour,  your  utility  consists  in 
concord,  which  is  best  maintained,  by  perfect  similarity  of 
sentiment.* 

I  shall  ever  most  sincerely  rejoice  at  the  military  ardour  of 
my  country,  and  at  the  permanency  and  increase  of  the  Volun* 
teer  associations,  'while  they  strictly  adhere,  as*  I  trust  they 
ever  will,  to  the  principles  on  which  they  were  first  established, 
and  preserve  their  original  form  respecting  the  members  of 
whom  they  are  composed.  The  civil  army  of  Ireland  has 
been  respectable  throughout  the  world,  effectual  and  safe  in 
its  operations,  and  salutary  in  its  consequences ;  because  it  is 
perhaps  the  only  army  upon  earth,  each  of  whose  private  in- 
dividuals has  a  property  in  the  land  it  is  embodied  to  defenoV— 
such  an  army  is  singular  and  respectable  indeed,  and  may  it 

*  Shortly  after  the  appearance  of  these  sentiments  of  Lord  Charter 
mont  on  this  important  subject,  William  Todd  Jones  addressed  a  Letter 
to  the  Volunteer*  J^evkwd  at  Belfast  on  the  l?tA  of  July%  178*  in  which 
he  animadverts  on  his  Lordship's  Answer,  and  strongly  recommends  the 
restitution  of  the  Elective  Franchise  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  It  is  re- 
markable  that  Lord  Charlemont  never  entirely  abandoned  his  sentiments  ' 
on  this  head,  at  least  unta  a  short  time  previous  to  his  death. 
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never  lose  a  jot  of  its  singularity  and  consequent  raqwotahiUty  I    , 

With  you  I  pledge  myself  to  leave  no  constitutional  mode 
untried  to-  obtain  that  more  equal  representation  of  the  people* 
without  which  the  constitution  is  most  certainly  imperfect  > 
but,  while  in  the  sincerity  of  my  heart  I  make  this  promise, 
while  I  approve  and  emulate  the  steadiness  of  your  principles,. 
I  must  at  the  same  time  conjure  you  to  restrain  within  the. 
bounds  of  prudent  moderation  that  ardour,  which,  considering 
the  cause  from  whence  it  springs,  can  scarcely  be  deemed  re* 
prehen3ible,  but  which,  if  unrestrained  by  cautious    wisdom,  ^ 
hitherto  the  most  honourable,  as  well  as  the  most  useful  attri-  . 
bute  of  Volunteers,  would  not  only  tend  to  postpone  that  wished 
for  event,  which  perseverance,  prudence,  and  time  will  in- 
fallibly bring  about,  but  might  plunge  this  country  into  the 
most  serious  calamities.     Let   not,    my  dear  and  virtuous 
countrymen,  the  imprudence  of  some  late  measures  be,  through) 
'your  fault,  productive  of  consequences  worse  even  than  those 
which  are  natural  to  them— be,  as  you  Tiitherto  have  been, 
prudent,  moderate,   and  flrm~your  fortitude  can  never  be 
doubted — it  is  the'  general  and  acknowledged  attribute    of 
Irishmen— but  moderation  has  ever  been  your  peculiar  charao 
teristic— by  that  your  renown  has  been  established  through 
the  nations — all  that  has  been  gained  has  been  by  ihaJL  means. 
atchieved— all  that  remains  will  by  that  he  gained— precipi- 
tation alone  can  dishonour  us,  and  injure  the  cause  we  have 
most  at  heart ! 

That  the  Volunteer  associations  may  ever  be,  as  they  hitherto, 
have  been,  an  instrument  of  good  to  their  country,  a*nd  that 
the  name  of  Volunteer  may  go  down  to<  the  latest  posterity, 
renowned,  not  only  fur/  the  assertion  of  freedom,  but  for  the 
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happiness  and  aggrandisement  of  Ireland,  is  the  first  and  most 
ardent  wish  and  prayer  of  him  who  has  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen,     . 
Tour  most  obliged,  faithful, 

and  devoted  humble  Servant, 

CHARLEMONT. 
-  July  14,  1784. 

.  "The  Inhabitants  of  Belfast  are  conjured,  as  they  tender  the  high 
rank  in  which  they  have  ever  stood Jor  a  true  spirit  of  freedom* 
to  attend  at  the  Market-House  in  great  numbers  at  Noon  , 
To-Morrow,  to  receive  the  Report  ef  ikeir  Committee,  con* 
taming  a  Petition  to  his  Majesty.  The  Inhabitant  tvho  ah* 
tents  himself  on  so  important  an  occasion,  can  ill  excuse  his 
supineness  in  so  general  and  momentous  a  Cause. 

Requisitions  for  meetings  of  the  counties  of  Antrim  and  ^ 
Down,  to  petition  our  gracious  sovereign  on  the  subject  of  Re- 
form, are  now  in  circulation  ;  and  those  counties  wil|,  no  doubt, 
by  the  most  crouded  assemblies  of  their  freeholders  ever  known, 
l>e  instrumental  in  healing  the  distractions  of  the  country,  by 
manly  petitions  for  a  real  representation  of  the  People." 

.  July  17— BELFAST  PETITION  TO  THE  KING,  FOB  THE  DISSO- 
LtfTION  OF  PARLIAMENT,  &c. 

"BELFAST  MEETING. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Belfast,  convened  by  pub- 
lic Notice  in  (he  Town-House,  on  the  17th  Juty*:  1784, 

John  C;  White,  E?  q.  in  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  last  Meeting  to,  draw  up  a  Peti* 
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tion  to  bis  Majesty,  reported  the  Mine ;  the  prayer  of  which,  after 
an  Enumeration  of  the  weighty  Grievances  of  this  Realm  is, 

That  our  gracious  Sovereign  may  be  pleased  «  to  dissolve 
*  a  Parliament,  which  by  reiterated  acts  hath  completely  lost 
the  confidence  of  his  Subjects ;  and  further,  (as  a  measuie 
{bunded  on  such  dissolution!)  that  his  Majesty  may.be  pleased 
to  give  Efficacy  to  the  determinations  of  the  civil  convention 
of  actual  delegates  of  the  Collective  Body,  (to  sit  in  Dublin 
on  the  25th  October  next,)  either  by  issuing  Writs  agreeably 
to  such  plan  of  reform  as  shall  by  them  be  deemed  adequate, 
or  by  co-operating  with  them  in  other  steps  for  renovating  the 
Constitution— for  overturning  oppressions  that,  under  ths 
Ssm ftLAJtCE  or  Law,  extinguish  die  spirit  of  our  free  Go- 
vernment, whilst  they  merely  suffer  its  external  Forms  to  re- 
mam. 

Resolved,  unanimously, — That  we  approve  of,  and  adopt 
said  Petition ;  that  the  same,  with  the  signature  of  our  Chair- 
man, be  enclosed  to  Mr  Flood  and  Mr  Brownlow,  with  a  Re- 
quest  that  they  may  present  it  to  the  Lord#  Lieutenant  for 
Transmission  to  his  Majesty ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same, 
with  a  Letter  signed  fcy  our  Chairman,  be  enclosed  to  the 
Bight  Hon.  William  Pitt- 

Resolved. — That  the  Inhabitants  shail  be  again  convened  in 
the  tyonth  of  September  next,  in  order  to  elect  five  persons 
to  represent  this  Town  in  the  said  civil  convention. 

JOHN  C.  WHITE,  Chairman." 

July  17.— u  On  Saturday  last,  the  meeting  of  this  town,  for 
receiving  the  report  of  their  ^committee,  regarding  the  petition 
of  Belfast  to  his  Majesty,  was  respectable  and  well  attended. 
After  noticing,  wrth  applause,  the  lafe  appeal  of  our  gratiom 
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SwiM^i  fern  «  jartaisf  representative  to  the  stale  of  tbo 
the  people  of  Britain,  the  petition  deekr*-a*tbtt  the 
of  Irefenw  stpsttses  ifewpatfawate,  an*  a  fair 
i  of  fee  Comanstts,  iwuM  to>  the  froeeW  of  the  '> 
^sn^diafttlKP**|fcra#6i»^^ 
Peers,  should  possess  a  third  pert  of  die  legislative  power.  U 
jkonpfom tds  to  describe*  what  the  constitution,  with  it*pre« 
sentcotoftftk**oti  its  hod,  »;  end  it  eertainty  gi  m  a* flat* 
aanfcg*  though  too  W*e  a  pattnre,  of  Us  present  state.  It 
tontbes  apon  tease;  which*  to  doctors*  iaete&d  of  fating,/*** 
jfjfe  arc,  ia  consequence of  the  warn  of  leptestffltstioft,  im- 
pesfct  against  the  wM  of  the  People*  a^  contrary  tn*  tital 
piM^ofthetefclstn^^ 

rtfi*dft*t  of  steps  hahettb  k«fltet^^ta1«n  bjrptt^ 
So  an  assembly*'  which  can  have  no  jtst  p*et*nes  4 
jower  btt  alM  r*al  representative,"  and  of  tile'  inft*n£etta 
tteaitneot  the  petitions  received,  it  ded«raa>  chat  repeat** 
abuses  and  pettefsiow  of  representative  trusts  amount  to  ft 
vwttalsbdajation  in  foe  trustees,  end  the*  te>  «  to  the  nattffe 
energF  of  Ae  people  rests,  Under  Providence,  the  authority 
end  porter  to  effectuate  redress^we  look  to  the  affection  of 
oar  gracious  Prince,  saeVin  the  oauttdfc  of Lthe  Cfah  Coartttlfc 
wo*,  td  beheld  in  Dentin,  in  Oetofc^  fo*  a  restoration  ef  dtfr  ' 
rotated  rights. 

Id  order  to*  shew  that  &\*  extraof&ndry  delegation  is  net 
*nf»  ia  conformity  to  the  fiindamehfcl!  pYiheiptes  of  erery  free 
gumifeaent,  as  Well  a*  dictated  tydbsobtbe  nettstfty,  fctft  w 
eve*  warranted  bf  the  aneknt  custom  of  England-"*  adverts 
to  She  instance  of  twefeenten  returned  out  of  every  county, 
toeJottteinMe  Conusor's  laws— Which  assembly  JudgrlMe 

*0  Sit     -  ' 
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declared  to  be  "cssvjpcUnt  mid  effectual  a  ParUomort  i 
n>at  held  in  Brtiam:;  and  history, well  ■  wamnts^his  assertioiv 
as  in  conseqnenee  of  thst  assembly  KiAg  IjjdWajd'e  lavs  were 
revived,  and  the.  ptiweraions  of  the  liberties  of  EngteaeV  no* 
eaejoaed  by  the-  influx  of  foreign  invader)  under  William  tie 
Conqueror,  completely  abolished.    \.  »  t     t 
»-  Tlwxlaiiae  which  tenaainates  the  petition,  deotosea^oerj*- 
eolation  to  attain  our  purpose  by  regvfer  censtitutiojp&iQev 
eures^and  eomjifetely  controverts  the  «eiikci*pc*t8  so  indue* 
triously  circulated  by  internal  enemies .  in  Ireland  and  &ittj» 
—that  the  private  wishes  of  thv  country  lead  to  a  separates 
from  England  under  the  maek  of/a  Refctm^g  parliejadtf*- 
It  is  also  couched  in  that,  style  ofmoderation/  blended  fritl| 
firn¥ie8s,-whi<:lv^igeoeraUy  the  language  tf  se+i<m  ytifW- 
Jt  glares. in0.*  decided  tone,  the  principles  of  taxation  ,ueaa 
^wbichi.  and  which  oojy;  $}>ejsabaidie$  of  -  the  people  can-justly 
t*  claimed,  an<l  $xpresse$  sentiments  .of  theipumt  loyalty  i* 
and  confidence  in  ear  gracious  King*  that  will  be  grateful  if 
the  honest  moderate  men.  of  Jboth.  kingdoms*.    The  foAoarisg 
is  a  verbatim  transcript  p£  the  clause  here  alluded  tot-*- 
.     ^  Actuated >y.,ardent  wishes  to  promote,  the, combined:* 
*&t*fs;  stability  „  mid  pome*  of  th]*i  tffcWSH.  Emma*.;  deter- 
mined  to  pursue  such  measures*  and  such  only,  as  the  spirit 
•f  constitution  warrants;  and  sensible  that  in  this  event  of  our  , 
^peaceful  endeavours  t»  procure,  redress,  .Taxation'  »4.Ee- 
5y*KpjiiTA^ip^.miist:  stand an4 .fell  tpgQAer,^w0f  sheuld  be 
.vantingto,ourseljres  and  oyr  posterity  if  we  neglected: ttMm- 
*t$P?*  your  Majesty's  paternal   care  to  avert  the:  common 
ganger,  by.  interposing  the  powe^yested  in  the  crown,  * 
fU^.mapner  as  best  to  restore  confidence  in  the  Jegjs)a«uie> 
end  rivet  your  Majesty  still  closer  to  the   hearts  of; your 
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people  ;-—an  act  that  will  hand  down  your  Majesty's  name  * 

through  latest  ages,  adorned  with  the  most  transcendent  of  x  I 

cterthly  titles*- A  Patriot  kiNO,  the  Father  and  Guar*  ' 

viah  or  a  Free  People  \n 

August  1&— «  The  petition  of  the  town  of  Belfast  to  the 
throne,  was  forwarded  by  that  steady  and  virtuous  statesman; 
Mr  Bfownlew,  for-  transmission  through  bis  Grace  of  Rutland: 
A  few  days  ago,  Secretary  Orde  thought  proper  to  return  it 
with  strong  marks  of  his  Grace's  'disapprobation.  Fortunately 
this  was  only  what  was  expected,  and  was  provided  against  by, 
ml  the  tome  time,  sending  a  duplicate  for  presentation  by  Mr 
Pitt,  through  which  channel  it  cannot  fail  to  answer  every 
purpose  intended  by  the  other  mode  of  conveyance.  y 

The  objections  made  (how  polite,  tvise,  and  fraught  with 
Kmstkutional  knowledge,  no  Jreeman  will  for  a  moment  hesi- 
tate to  determine,)  are—"  That  it  does  not  appear  to  come    • 
from  any  legal  body,  or  any  assembly  of  men  convened  by 
lawful  authority,  and  signed  only  by  one  person,  and  thai 
it  contains  positions  and  assertions  highly  unjustifiable. 

It  has  ever,  till  the  present  happy  sera,  been  deemed  one  of 
the  noblest  of  British  privileges,  that  the  meanest  subject  of 
the  realm  (how  much  more  so  Aggregate  Bodies  ?)  has  a  right 
to  have  his  grievance  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  throne.  But  what 
avails  original  psllciples?  oar  Wr — y  holds  new  ideas  onthe 
subject,  and  very  different  from  those  of  every  great  and  good 
politician  that  ever  graced  a  free  land.  N 

Strange  that  such  sentiments  should  be  held  by  a  person 
who  was  within  these  few  years  enrolled  a  member  of  "  The 
8ociery  for  Constitutional  Knowledge,-  instituted  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  attaining  that  reform  in  England,  which  in 
rtetond  he  sa  much  reprobates."  '  J  ( 
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«  To  Messrs  Henry  %  Robert  Joy  %  Co. 

Gentlemen. — Having  this  day  received  a  letter  from  the 
Jlightrfan.  W.  Pitt  (of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,)  acb)0w< 
lodging  the  receipt  of  the  Belfast  Petition,  with  his  sentiments 
on  the  sptyect :  I  re/goest  you  will  publish  it  in  your  Friday's 
yaper^. 

And  am,  Gentfemen, 
'  Yoar  very  humble  Ssraat, 

JOHN  WmPBEJX  WHITE. 
JWfut,  6#  Septcmfa,  178*. 

BRIGHTHJtfcMSTONV,  SpPTEMBEft  6,  1794 

Sir.— I  received  some  time  since  a  letter  from  yw  4* 
chairman  of  a  meeting  pf  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  accompli 
nyiqg  a  petition,  which  they  were  desirous  thaj  I  sjipiildjpr* 
sent  to  his  Majesty* 

I  am  extremely  sorry  that  the  variety  of  business  w  wl»ch 
J  was  at  that  time  engaged  has  prevented  me  returning  yw  * 
piore  immediate  answer.— As  my  presenting  the  petition  BMgbt 
be  supposed  to  imply  that  I  approved  of  its  contend  I  W 
un^er  the  necessity  of  declining  it,  and  of  explaining  WJ  #** 
sons  for  doing  so.  The  prayer  of  the  petitjw  seems  tQ  p* 
ceed  upon  the  supposition  of  the  present  constitution  being 
actually  dissolved,  and  calls  upon  the  king  to  exercise  a  dis- 
cretionary power  of  jiew-modeltfng  the  frame  of  pariiaai*1'' 
wltfch  I  think  totally  inconsistent  with  the  security  of  puWfr 
liberty, 

I  have  undoubtedly  been,  an£  still  continue  a  aealoiwfri^ 
to  a  Reform  of  Parliament;  but  I  muft  beg  leave  to  *»/*** 
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I  have  been  so  on  grounds  very  different  from  those  adopted 
What  it  there  proposed  1  consider  as  tending  to  produce  s^iil 
greater  evils,  than  any  which  the  friends  pf  refotm  are  desirous 
to  remedy  or  to  prevent.  I  have  great  concern  in  differing  so 
widely  on  this  subject  from  a  body  of  men  who  profess  to  be 
guided  by  motives  of  loyalty,  and  of  reverence  for  the  consti* 
tution.  But,  guided  by  the  same  motives,  and  sincerely  anxious 
for  the  prosperity  and  freedom  pf  every  part,  ojf  the  British 
empire,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  state  to  you  my  senti- 
ments fairly  and  explicitly,  and  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  . 
$tr,  to  communicate  them  to  the  gentlemen  bjjhrhose  desire 
you  wrote. 

I  am  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 
WILLIAM  PITT. 
John  Campbell  White,  Esq.  Belfast." 

Notwithstanding  the  failure  of  the  former  attempts,  in  favour 
d Reform,  an  assembly  of  Delegates  was  once  more  summoned' 
ft?  meet  far  this  great  purpose  in  Dublin  on  the  25th  of  Oc* 
lobar,  in  a  National  Congress.  This  appeal  to  the  voice 
of  the  people,  in  opposition  to  the  determination  of  the  legis- 
lature, was  received  with  much  opposition  from  various  quar- 
ters, and  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Antrim  at  Summer 
Assizes,  1784,  declared  their  determination  to  give  it  no 
countenance,  maintaining  that  "  the  dernier  appeal  to  the 
nation  at  Jarge,  was  never  to  be  made  but  in  cases  of  the  ut- 
most extremity."  This  resolution  was  signed  by  J6hn  O'Neill, 
Foreman;  James  Leslie,  C.  U.  Dobbs,  J.  H.  O'Hara,  S. 
J,  O'Neill,  Stewart  Banks,  A.  M'Manus,  &c.  and  supported 
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by  a  declaration  of  several  of  the  most  respectable  freeholders 
of  the  county.  About  the  same  period,  the  high  sheriff  (John 
Cromie)  peremptorily  refused  to  summon  the  freeholders  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  delegates,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
Freeholders  assembled  (at  the  call  of  872  of  their  own  body) 
at  Antrim,  and  after  electing  Colonel  Sharman  their  chairman 
passed  the  following  resolutions :  . 

««  COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM  MEETING. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

At  a  very  ftamerous  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  the  dounty 
of  Antrim,  assembled  on  Monday,  the  20th  of  September,  1784, 
in' Antrim,  by  the  public  requisition  of  872  freeholders  (the 
sheriff  hating  refused  to  convene  the  same,) 

-  Willum  Sharman,  Esq.  unanimously  called  to  the  Chair. 

A  Committee  of  fifteen  being  appointed,  they  retired,  and 
when  they  returned  to  make  their  report,  'the  house  being 
found  much  too  small  td  contain  the  freeholders  present,  the 
meeting  was  adjourned  from  the  Sessions-House  of  the  county 
to  the  old  Dissenting  Meeting^House.— -The  following  Reso- 
lutions were  then  agreed  to : 

Whereas.— To  petition  the  throne  is  the  birthright  of  all 
his  Majesty's  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  expressly  confirmed  at 
the  glorious  revolution  of  1688: — Resolved,  therefore  (John 
Gubbin  only,  dissentient,)  that  the  attempt  of  any  man,  or 
body  of  men,  however  dignified  by  rank  or  office,  to  obstruct 
their  assembling/ in  the  common  way,  or  impede  the  regular 
transmission  of  their  petitions  through  the  ordinary  medium : 
is  to  interrupt  the  communication  between  the  sovereign  and 
his  people,  and  is  illegal,  and  a  ^rj  stance. 
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f  Resolved*  (same-  dissentient,  J— T  hat  as  our  intentions  are 
pore,  .and  our  conduct  constitutional,  we  are  not  to  be  inti% 
nidaled  by  threats,  from  the  support  of  bar  jest  rights. 

Resolved  (same  dissentient,)— That  from  the  number  of 
«eh  commoners  daily  advancing  to  the  peerage,— -the  enois 
mausrinfluence  of  the  Lords  ever  the  representative  body,  and 
the  opportunities  of  increasing  it,  by  enriching  their  depen- 
dants, and  impoverishing  the  subject ;-— the  wealth  as  well  a* 
the  (Legislation  of  the  kingdom  must  in  a  short  time  centre  in. 
the  upper  house,, the  people  become  a  cypher,  andthe  govern* 
sbc&V  instead  of  being  a  limited  monarchy,  become  despotic 

Resolved  (same  dissentient)— That  the  representatives  o/ 

-  th£  commons,  wilfully  absenting  themselves  from  their  parlia* 

mentary  duty,  or  attending  in  their  places  and  acting  against 

the.  known,  sense  of  the  great  body  of  commons,— is  an  abdU 

tatioD  of. representation,       * 

*  Resobtd  (same  dissentient)  —That  the  right  of  resuming 
delegated  trust,  when  flagrantly  and  repeatedly  abused,  is  as 
much  a  right  inherent  in  the  collective  body,  as  that  by  vir- 
tue of  which  the  trust  was  originally  created;  and  that  they 
can  rightfully  and  in  its  full  extent  transfer  their  power  to  an. 
adequate  representative,  whenever  such  abuses  exist  as  de-; 
priveitbe  people  of  their  proportionable  share ,  in  their  owa 
government;  though  we  deem  such  a  transfer  only  expo* 
dient  for  Ireland,  wheri  public  .conjunctures  shall  have  weak- 
ened the  arm  ofoppaesaton,  and  every  ordinary  channel  of 
redress  hath  beennrecurred  to  in  vain. 

A  petition  to  his  Majesty,  containing  a  statement,  of  the 
corruptions  of  the  Irish  constitution,  and  praying  his  Majesty, 
«<  to  avert  the  common  danger*  either  by  recommending  to 
parliament  the  immediate  adoption  of*  measures  for  radmaUt/i 
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improving  the  representation  <tf  your  Commons,  or  by  such 
ether  interposition  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  Crown,  as  asm, 
best  restore  confidence  in  the  legislature^  and  revive  die  esses** 
Sal  principles  of  free  government  in  your  enrobe,"  being  duly 
considered  r 

Resolved  (tame  dissentienL)-+~Tb*t  said  petition  ^ooveysi 
the  sentiments  and  wishes  of  this  meeting;  end  thai  after  ft! 
General  Signature  of  the  names, of  the  freeholders  of  fcfaift 
tfotinty  shall'  be  had,  an  engrossed  copy,  with  the  original 
names  annejed,  bepreaented  by  the  Knigbfe  of  the  Shire,  ot 
either  of  them,  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  sf  Ireland,  for  ttfans* 
mission ;  oar  Chairman  forwarding  •  copy  to  tfcfc  Ityht  Hotu 
William  Kit 

Resolved  manimousfy,— Tnat  the  following  five  gentWme* 
be,  and  they  hereby  at©  nominated  to  represent  this  aeoflty 
in  the  Civil  Convention  to  be  held  the  25th  October  ne&*»««* 
Said  Delegates  are  hereby  authorised  to  concur  with  the  sense 
of  the  majority  in  the  intended  Convention,  regarding  Petttkm* 
to  the  Throne,  and  touching  aft  other  wise  and  effectual  men* 
sores  for  obtaining  a  reformed  representation.  And,  m  orde* 
that  Said  Civil  Convention  may/  act  with  the  authority  of  th* 
nation^  our  Delegates  are  hereby  instructed  to  move  fee  a* 
adjournment  of  the  Assembly  to  a!  firtune  day,  suffieientJjt' 
distant  for  a  general  return  from  the  c&Hiftie*  at  large,  provided 
a  majority  of  them  shall  not  have  made  their  retorts  of  Dele* 
gates  on' or  be  fore  the  commencement  of  its  sitting 

1.  Marriot  Dalway,  Esij'  4.  Jestpfr  PoBock,  Bs* 

,  &  Thos.  Morris  Jones,  Bs%    .     6.  "Hugh  CempbeH*  Ba^. 
3,  Wad.  Cunningham,  Esq,. 
.  -  Resolved*  (John  Cubbin,  en/y  dissentient*)— That  we  con* 
eeive  any  other  place  te  be  more  eligible  than  the  Capital  Jqr 
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the  sitting  of  Convention,  and  with  much  deference  beg  leave 
.    to^ecommend  it*o  the  Citizens  of  Dublin,  to  alter  the  place 
of  Meeting  from  Dublin  to  Athlone ;  or  to  any  other  place  cen- 
tral ft)  the  feingdom,  as  expediency  shall  dictate. 

Resolved,  unanimously — That  the  thanks  of  this  Assem. 
bly  be  given  to  M.  Dal  way  and  W.  -Cunningham,  Esqrs.  for 
their  respectfuI-^-exempfery^and  Constitutional  conduct  as 
Grand  Jurors  on  a  late  occasion. 

Sighed  by  Order, 
WILLIAM  SHARMAN,  Chairman. 

Mr  Sharman  having  left  the  Chair ; 

fUsdved,  unanimously.  —That  oar  thanks  be  Veturned  to  out; 
•steemed  Chairman  William  Sharman,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  con- 
fessedly possessed  of  those  amiable,  upright,  and  cor^titu- 
tional  dispositions,  which  in  rendering  him  the  object  of  unk 
versal  regard  among  his  Feflow-citisens— have  excited  the 
impotent,  ill-founded  resentment  x*f  an  undignified  and  impo- 
litic Irish-Admiristration." 

Oct.  13.— TOWN  MEETING  FOR  THE  BISECTION  OF  DELEGATES 
TO  THE  NATIONAL  CONGRESS;      ^ 

s  u  To  the  Inhabitants  of  Belfast 

We  request  a  full  meeting  of  the  town  at  the  Market-house, 
on.  Wednesday  the  13th  instant  precisely  at  12  o'clock,  for  the 
jpurpose  of  electing  Delegates  to  represent  you  in  National  Co**  ,. 
-  «ress,  to  tie  held  in  Dublin  on  the  25th  October  instant  in 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  entered  into  at  the  last  meeting, 

Arch.  CampbeU  James  Begg*  John  C.  Whito 

«Mgh  Wilsoa  Archibald  Scott     '  John  Craig 

I1  *B 
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Thomas  Lylc 
Hugh  Henderson 
Jobn  Elliott 
William  Simm* 
James  Hyndman 
John  Brown 
David  tomb 
Henry  Hasleit 
John  Carson 
William  Brown 
Hercules  M'Comb 
JoJ*n  M'Muffia 
Samuel  Neilson   , 
Alexander  Orr 
William  Calwell 
Sjiaclaire  Kilburn 
James  Black      — . 
Stewart  Beatty 
Thomas  Gihon 
■  Bobert  Knox 
Robert  Smith 
Jamefi  Cleland 
William  Boyle 
Francis  Taggart 
Bobert  Thomson 
Jacob  Forsyth 
Thomas  Sinclaire 
Joseph  M'Canmon 


Robert  Simms 
Thomas  Milliken  , 
Robert  Bradshaw 
John  Campbell  ^ 
Richard  Armstrong 
James  Forsythe 
John  Moore 
v  Joseph  Drennan 
Simon  M'Creary 
William  M'Uwratb 
Hugh  Warrin 
Andrew  Hyndmam 
Thomas  M*Cabe 
Hugh  Hyndman 
Francis  Joy 
John  Neilson 
J.  Tisdall 
Thomas  Brown 
Bobert  Getty 
Alexander  Sutherland 
William  Wilson 
William  Magee 
Samuel  Ferguson 
John  Murdoch 
Samuel  Gibsbn 
John  Fulton 
Archibald  M'ClUre 


Hugh  Crawford 
Alexender  Arthur 
James  Ferguson 
John  Caldwell 
Hugh  M'llwaia 
Robert  Hodgson 
George  Suffera . 
John  Luke 
John  Boyd 
John  Davison, 
James  M'Connell 
Rowley  Osborne,  sem 
R.  Osborne,  jim. 
James  Carson 
Robert  Scott 
Thomas  Nicholson 
Andrew  Hannah 
Henry  Cavart 
James  Clements 
JohnM'Clean 
Robert  Linn 
David  M'Tear  " 
John  Martin 
William  Anderson 
Bobert  Stevenson 
James  Lamb 
James  Park 


TOWNHOUSE,  BELFAST,  Oct.  13,  1784- 

'  At  a  numerous  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants,  called  by  public 
notice,  signed  by  88  Inhabitants. 

Thomas  Sinclaire,  Esq.  being  unanimously  called  to  the 
chair,  and  the  Requisition  calling  the  Meeting  for  the  purpose, 
of  electing  Delegates  to  represent  this  Town  in  the  National 
Congress,  to  be  held  in  Dublin,  the  25th  inst  being  read  ; 
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Resolved,  unanimowly.—Th*t  we  appoint  the  Lord  Bishop, 
of  Deny, /Counsellor  Alex.  Stewart,  Rev.  S.  Kilburn,  Ro* 
bert  Thomson  and  H;  Joy,  jun.  our  Delegates  at  the  approach* 
ing  General  Congress,  or  National  Committee,  for  promoting 
a  more  equal  Representation  of  the  Commons  of  Ireland  :— 
and  we  authorise  them  to  act  for  us  ia  that  capacity  till  the 
1st}  of  May,  1735;  on  which  day,  if  an  adequate  Represen- 
.  tation  shall  not  have  been  adopted  by  the  Legislature ;  we  will • 
.  again  assemble  to  appoint  delegates  for  the  same  important 
purpose. 

Resolved,  unanimously.— That  the1  Right  of  the  people  to 
assemble  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  public  measures, 
and  more  particularly  upon  such  measures  as  tend  to  promote 
their  niore  equal  Representation  in  Parliament;  is  founded  oa 
the  original  principles  of  our  Government,  and  sanctified  by 
the  strongest  maxims  of  constitutional  Law* 

Resolved,  unanimously.— That  we,  therefore,  declare  a  IeU 
ter  addressed  to  the  late  Sheriffs  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  to  bet 
an  insult  on  the  collective  Body  of  the  people;  unconstitution- 
al-**and  directly  subversive  of  the  principles  of  the  Revolu* 
tion. 

Resolved,  unanimously.— That  we  lament  that  the  late  an  J 
present  Sheriffs  of  the  Metropolis,  unmindful  of  the  Dignity 
af  their  Office;  unmindful  of*tbe  Examples  often  exhibited 
by  the  most  respected  Magistrates  of  London ;  and  unmindful 
of  the  conduct  of  the  moat  independent  Sheriffs  of  the  king* 
dom  of  Ireland ;  suffered  themselves  to  be  intimidated  by 
the  insolence  of  Office,  from  discharging  their -Duty  to  their 
•ouatry  at  large,  and  more  particularly  to  their  own  Bailiwick. 
THOMAS  SINCLAIR^,  Chairman. 
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Mr  Sinelaire  haying  left  the  Chair,  and  Mr  J.  CCWhke  taker*  it, 

Besolped,  unanimously. — That  the  thanks  of  this  Assembly 
be  returned  to  our  worthy  Chairman  for  bis  spirited  and  up* 
right  conduct." 

.  This  was  the  last  effort  in\  fevour  of  Parliamentary  Reform 
for  several  years.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  it  proved  un- 
successful.—See  The  Hist,  of  Ireland,  printed  at  Belfkat,  1815, 
( SoUby  the  J>uMhher  of  these  Collections, price  5s  iarf.Jp.  2I0L 
1785— This  year,  the  merchants  of  Belfast  employed  35r 
vessels— burthen  8,130  tons,  on  the  foreign ;  and  &0  vessels— 
burthen  10,040  tons,  on  the  home  trade. 

August  10.-~  Not  withstanding  the  boasted  independence  of 
the  Irish  legislature,  an  attempt  was  made  at  this  period  by 
the  British  parliament  to  subject  Ireland  once  more  to  its  legis- 
lative co  Jtcoul,  by*  the  introduction  of  a  new  commercial  sy&* 
tem,  calculated  to  place  an  eternal  restriction  on  the  trade  of 
Ireland*  x  On  this  occasion  a;  numerous  meeting  of  the  inhabit 
lams  of  Belfast  was  convened,  arid  Thomas  Greg,  Esq.  being 
called  to  the  Chair,  an  Address  To  the  People  qf  Ireland  was 
unanimously  agreed  to,  containing  >*  spirited  protest  against 
the  system,  as  "  fraught  with  insult  to  our  legislature — fraught 
with  ruin  to  the  emerging  commerce  and  struggling  manufao* 
x  tures  of  our  country,  and  teeming  with  the  seeds  of  discord? 
between  the  remaining  branches  of  a  dismembered  empire.**  A 
mil  convention  of  the  province  of  Ulster  was  recommended  to 
assemble  without  delay,  and  the  following  inhabitants  were  ap* 

.pointed  to  represent  the  town,  should  the  measure  be  put  in 

execution :: Dr  Drennan,  Thomas  Sinelaire,  John  Brown, 

(merchant;}  Counsellor  Stewart,  and  Robert  Thomson.     A  * 

petition  to  the  legislature  was  at  the  same,  time  agreed  to,  and 
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instruction?  were  transtmttedto  the  Hon.  H.  Skeffingtbn  and  Jo- 
seph Hewitt,  representatives  of  the  borough,  "  requesting  and% 
conjuring  them,  as  they  tendered  ihf  happiness  and  prosperity 
•f  Ireland,  and  as  they  wished  to  preserve  inviolate  the  connexion 
,  between  her  and  Great  Britain,  to  oppose  all  resolutions  or  bill* 
tending  to  infringe  our  constitutional^  or  commercial  rights.* 

August  20.— The  Glass-house  at  the  east  end.  of  the  Long*, 
bridge,  for  the  purpose  of  making  window-glass  and  glass  bottles, 
was  erected.  Its  diameter  in  the  clear  is  above  60  feet,  and 
height  about  120  ;  being  among  the  largest  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland. 

1786. — About  the  commencement  of  this  year,  the  Belfast 
Academy  in  Donegal] street  was  opened,  Dr  Crembie  princi- 
pal. It  was  conducted  by  subscription,  and  the  presbytery  of 
Killileagh,  highly  to  their  honour,  resolved  to  pay  towards  the 
support  of  said  academy,  the  sum  of  100  guineas,  "  in  hope* 
that  great  benefits  will  arise  to  this  country  from*  such  an  tnsti~ 
tutioo,  and  that  Hs  doors  and  privileges  will  be  opeii  to  students 
of  all  countries,  churches,  and  denominations.** 

(Signed)  ALEX.  M«COMB,  Moderator. 

July  M.— The  7th  annual  review  was  held  at  Belfast.  The 
Earl  of  Charlemont  as  rev  ie wing-general,  and  the  number  of 
corps  were  42,  amounting  altogether  to  near  2,000  men. 
.  •„  Nov.  1 7.— At  the  request  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county  Antrim 
a.  party  of  the  Belfast  Volunteers,  with  two  six-pounders  (one 
of  which  belonged  to  the  1st  company,  the  other  to  the  Belfast 
Blues,)  marched  to  Ballymena,  to  assist  in  enforcing  an  execu- 
tion on  a  house  in  that  neighbourhood.  On  their  arrival,  the 
two  pieces  were  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  house  (which  had 
hEen  previously  prepared  for  defence.)  and  pointed  in  mdet 
to  begin  the  attack,  under  the  order*  of  the  sheriff,  when  the 
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defenders  fled  precipitately,  and  effected  an  escape  ;  after  which 
possession  was  taken  by  the  sheriff*. 

A  serious  dispute  arose  this  year  between  the  Earl  of  Done- 
gal and  Lord  Chief  Baron  Yelverton ;— The  latter  had  pur- 
chased from  Mi  Pottingcr,  that  piece  of  ground  projecting 
from  the  ea&t  end  of  the  Long-Bridge  towards  the  arches,  and 
seeing  die  advantage  which'  must  arise  from  building  a  towh 
opposite  to  Belfast,  formed  an  embankment  of  300  yards  in 
length,  and  marked  out  .the  places  so  inclosed  into  streets, 
which  he  let  to  tenants  on  leases  in  perpetuity,  in  opposition  to 

,  the  custom  of  Lord  Donegal,  who  set  up  his  leases  to  sale,  and 
let  the  premises  to  the  highest  bidder,  without  any  regard  to 
the  interests  of  the  old  tenants.  A\new  town  was  fast  rising 
from  this  foundation,  when  a  number  of  men,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  seneschal  of  Belfast  and  the  overseer  of«the  Belfast 
Canal,  came  down  from  the  inland  country,  and  so  far  demo- 
lished the  works,  as  to  let  in  the  water.  Not  intimidated  bj 
such  lawless  violence,  the  chief  baron  recommenced  his  opera* 

.  tions,  with  friends  prepared  to  oppose  and  repel  any  further 
attempt  to  injure  him  (Gent.  Magazine,  Bee.  1786.)  The 
contested  point  was,  however,  in  the  following  year,  brought  to 

x  a  termination,  in  consequence  of  his  Lordship's  having  pur- 
chased the  chief  baron's  •state. 

1787.— Lord  Donegal  presented  the  corporation  with  a  gold 
diain,  and  medal  appendant  (on  one  side  of  which  are  the  arms 
of  the  Lord  of  the  Castle,  and  on  the  reverse  those  of  the  cor- 
poration ;)  to  be  worn  by  the  sovereigns  of  Belfast  as  insignia 
of  their  office. 

June.—- "In  the  towns  ana"  neighbourhoods  of  Belfast,  Lis- 
burn,  and  Hillsborough,  there  are  at  present  some  thousand 
ifrorai  employed  in  the  various  branches  of  the  cotton  manufac- 
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ture,  and  the  number  is  daily  increasing.— Whty  a  contrast  does 
this  aff©r(jl  to  the  year  1777>  when  in  the  whole  north  of  Ire- 
land,  nay,  perhaps  in  all  Ireland)  there  was  not  a  single  cot- 
ton loom."      ♦ 

June  1. — A  bank  was  first  established  in  Belfast,  The  pro* 
prietors  were  John  Ewiog,  J6hn  Holmes,  John  Brown,  and 
John  Hamilton* 

July  30. — The  Duke  of  Rutland,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
arrived  in  town,  and  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the 
borough  in  an  elegant  gold  box.  During  his  stay  he  was  in- 
vited by  the  inhabitants  to  a  splendid  entertainment  at  th* 
Donegal-Arms,  at  which  were  present  Lords  Hillsborough* 
Rauodon,  and  Jocelyn  ;  the  Bishop  of  Down,  Mr  O'Neil,  Ma- 
jor Rawdon,  Colonel  Ross,  Mr  Hardy,  Major  Doyle,  the  field 
officers  of  the  46th  regiment,  &c.  The  usual  liberty  toastt 
were  drank  on  the  occasion: — Lord  Russel  and  the  Exclu- 
sioners. — The  Glorious  Memory.— The  Protestant  Interest  all 
the  world  over,  &c— .«  We  hear  that  when  it  was  signified  to 
the  sovereign  that  he  br  any  other  gentleman  of  the  corpora- 
tion might  be  knighted^  the  favour  was  politely  declined?' 

Nov.— "The  application  of  this  Town  to  Government,  for 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  Coach  between  Dublin  and  Belfast, 
has  been  unsuccessful ;  as  an  answer  was  sometime  ago  receiv* 
cd,  that  ir^  the  present  state  of  the  roads,  it  would  be  im- 
practicable." 

««  COMMEMORATION  OF  THE  GLORIOUS  REVOLUTION,  168$. 

Wednesday  last,  the  13th  of  February  instant  was  observ- 
ed in  this  place,  as  the  anniversary  of  the  Revolution  of  1688 
?he  iahabiuntg  of  Belfast,  assembled  in  great  numbers  in 
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their  respective, Societies,  vied  with  each  other  in  testifying 
their  approbation  of  that  great  event,  which  transferred  the 

regal  power  from  James  the  Second  to  William  the  Third. 

The  several  Volunteer  Corps  and  the  Military  now  quartered 
here,  paraded^  and  a  Royal  Salute  was  given  by  the  Volun- 
teer and  army  Artillery  in  conjunction*  Between  each  of 
three  intervals  in  the  discharges  of  cannon,  ajeu  dejoye  was 
fired  by  the  Volunteers  and  Military,  who  were  drawn  up  in 
one  hoe,  flanked  by  their  respective  Artillery  Corps,  and  act? 
ing  in  concert  as  one  body.  After  a  day  spent  in  decent  fes- 
tivity and  in  expressions  of  veneration  for  the  principles  of  ff- 
berty,  the  evening  closed  with  illuminations  and  bonfires. 

The  largest  bonfire  was  surrounded  by  tip  Rev.  W.  Bris* 
tow,  Sovereign,  and  the  principal  inhabitants ;  when  a  num- 
ber of  toasts  were  given  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  suitable  to 
the  memorable  occasion;  among  the  rest  we  cannot  avoid 
n>ention$ng  one  in  favour  of  the  Abolition,  of  Slavery  ;  as  the 
mbject  to  which  it  refers  has  beeu  taken  up  by  several  humane 
associations  in  Great  Britain,  and  must  interest  the  feelings  of 
«very  good  man. 

In  the  number  of  Societies  assembled  on  this  occasion,  we 
are  only  in  possession  of  the  toasts  given  by  that  old  and  res- 
pectable  meeting,  known  as  the -Card  Club  of  Belfast;  which 
we  insert,  the  better  tq  shew  the  spirit  that  animated  "that 
meeting  and  the  people  in  general.  From  the  Chair,  which 
was  filled  by  a  Whig  of  the  first  character,  the  following  toastr 
were  given  :— . 

The  glorious  Memory  of  King  William The  Revolution 

1688 — The  King,  Queen,  and  Royal  Family;  and  prosperity 
to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland—The  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  the 
independent  Land  we  live  in—Lord  Donegal,  and  the  Town 
and  Trade  of  Belfast.— The  4th  of  November  1650— Tk*  - 
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5th  of  November,  16S8 — The  14th  of  June,  1^90,— The  1st 

of  July,  1690— Tte  12th  of  July,  1691 The  1st  of  Augus^ 

.1714.— The  16th  of  Anri!,  1748— Lord  Charlemont  and  the 
Volunteers  of  Ireland— The  Memory  of  John  Hamden.— The 
Memory  of  Lord  Russel  and  th^Exclusioriers.— The  Whig 
.Interest  ill  the  World  over,-*The  Protestant  Interest — A 
gopd  Provision  for  the  Clergy,  and  relief  to  the  Peasantry  of 
Ireland — Short  Parliaments— and  a  Fair  and  Equal  Repre- 
.aentation  of  the  People—Trial  by  Jury,  anof  an  effectual  Re- 
fonn  of  ^^unconstitutional  code,  The  Rfjenue  Law$.— A 
jipeedy  Repeal  of  aU  Unconstitutional  Acts,  and  a  final  Stop 
.  to  all  U^con^titutiQnal  Proceedings.— More  Merit,  and  fewer 
Pensions,— The  Freedom  of  the  Press,— The  Friends  of  Li- 
.  berty;  Civil  and  Religious.— Liberty  to  those  who  dare  con- 
<  |end  fof  it,  and  to  those  who  dare  not— May  every  kind  of 
.Slavery  be  abolished.— May  the  principle*,  of  %h(*  Revolution 
.ever  prevail,  and  the  Blessings  of  it  be  improved  and  perpe- 
tuated.—The  Memorable  15th  of  February,  17B2,  &c.  &a" 

March  2J,  1789.— An  address  of  congratulation  to  the 
King  on  his  recovery,  was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  in- 
habitants, and"  sent  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  transmission. 
April  '!$.— A  Mail  Coach  commenced  running  between 
Dublin  and  Belfast,  three  days  in  each  week.  Fare,  inside 
£l\6s  3d.  Outside,  half  price. 

Aug.  2&— The  tenth  Annual  Review  was  held  on  the  Plains, 
i  By  appointment  of  General  the  Earl  of  Charlemont,  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Banks  acted  as  Reviewing  General. 

1790.— Political  affairs  in  Iieland  began  this  year  to  assume 

a  new  complexion,  from  a  surprising  revolution  in  the  most 

powerful  kingdom  on  the  European  continent.     The  French 

^  jyaple  had  long  groaned  under  an  absolute  monarchy,  com* 

7  bined£with  a  eubserjieat  feudal  aristocracy,  and  a  faoMi^l 

11  2*  ' 
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priesthood.  But  a  general  destruction  of  the  ancient  despotisiA 
tad  how  taken  place,  (1769-&0)'  and  a  fconstitutfon  more 
conformable  to  the  genuine  liberties  of  man  had  been  esta- 
blished. Encouraged  by  the  succesVof  these  glorious  efforts 
of  the  French  nation,  the  friends  of  Liberty  In  this  country 
tmce  more  turned  Iheir  undivided  attention  to  the  salutary 
measure  of  Reform,  and  renewed  those  efforts  from  which  they 
had  been  so  iqgloriously  compelled  to  desist  in  thfe  year  1785* 
The  first  appearance  of  this  revival  of  public  spirit  in  Belfast 
shone  forth  on  the  6th  of  March,  1790*  when  it  was^  unani- 
mously resolved  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Belfast  First  Volunteer 
Company,  that  this  company  do  turn  out  in  full  uniform  on 
the  17th  inst.  in  order  to  celebrate  our.  12th  anniversary,  and 
elect  officers  for  the  ensuing  year."  It  was  also  Resolvetkunm* 
moutty,  that  "  we.  cannot  omit  giving  our  warmest  thanks  to 
the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Grattan,  and  every  other  menu 
ber  of  that  numerous  and  respectable  body— the  Minority  of 
the  House  oT  Commons,  for  their  spirited  exertions  in  en* 
deavouring  to  obtain  a  Place  Bill,  a  Pension  Bill,  a  Responsi* 
bility  Bill,  a  Bill  to  exclude  Revenue  Officers  from  voting  at 
Elections— and  especially  for  their  endeavours  to  bring  to  light 
and  consequent  punishment,  the  advisers  of  that  system  of 
corrupt  influence,  said  and  believed  now  to  he  in  actual  baneful 
operation,  for  the  purpose  of  poisoning  the  representative  and 
elective  bodies,  through  the  sale  of  Peerages,  purchase  of  venal 
boroughs  with  the  public  money,  the  creation  of  new,  and 
revival  of  obsolete  places  for  Members  of  Parliament— and 
through  the  additions  made  to  the  pension  list. 

Resolved,  unanimously,— ThsX  at  this  propitious  period 
When  the  strong  hand  of  liberty  is  successfully  arret  ched  Forth 
in  several  neighbouring  nations  of  Europe,  to  break  every  op- 
pressive yoke,  we  must  intreat  and  conjure  the  Minority  to 
continue  their  utmost  exertion*  to  the  full  accomplishment  §f 
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the  said  indispengible  laws  and  regulations,  as  the,  voice  of  a 
free  people,  however  stilled  at  present  ia  Pwliament  from  the  * 
torruptjon  and  inadequacy  of  their  representation!  must  and 
Hill  ultimately  prevail 

(Signed  by  order,) 

DAVID  DINSMORE,  Chairman,* 

*rwo  days  subsequent  to  this  meeting  (March  8,)  a  nume- 
rous meeting  of  the  principal  inhabitants  was  held  at  the  town* 
house,  when  it  was  unanimously  resolved, 

Thomas  Sinclair!,  Esq.  in  the  Chair ; 
«  To  declare  their  opinion  on  the  present  situation  ofpublw 
affairs*"    TJ'he  following  Declaration  was  then  unanimously 
adopted:-** 

1st  We,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Belfast,  assembled 
by  public  notice  in  the  Town-house,  think  it  our  indispensible 
duty  at  this  time  to  declare,  that  notwithstanding  the  fadepen*  < 
ience  of  our  legislature  is  now  acknowledged,  this  kingdom 
Still  labours  under  great  grievances,  which,  unless  redressed; 
must  for  ever  render  Ireland  subject,  not  iadeed  to  a  foreign 
parliament,  but,  what  is  worse,  to  the  arbitrary  edicts  of  a  Bri- 
tish minister  clothed  with  the  form  and  semblance  of  Irish 
I-aw. 

3d.  That,  granting  places  or  pensions  to  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  revocable  at  pleasure,  and  thereby  secur- 
ing a  majority  oh  every  question-— is  a  grievance* 

3d  That  the  accumulation  of  taxes,  and  squandering  their 
produce  in  bribing  members  of  parliament  te  grant  more  for 
the  same  corrupt  purposes— is  a  grievance. 

4th.  That  the  sale  of  peerages,  and  expending  the  produce 
in  purchasing  seats  in  the  House  of  Commons — is  a  new  end 
alarming  grievance. 

5th.  That  the  wanfcof  responsibly  in  the  ministers  rfthe 
Crawn-*is  ft  grievance.. 
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6th.  That  encroachments  upon  the  trial  by  Jury,  and  hold- 
ing to  excessive  bail,  wliether  effected  by  revenue  or  other  laws, 
by  attachments,  fiats,  or  arbitrary  proceedings  of  any  court  of 
law,  are  contrary  to  Magna  Charta— ^and  grievances* 

7th.  That  revenue  officers  being  permitted  to  vote  at  elec- 
tions as  members  of  parliament— is  a  grievance.    ^ 

8th.  That  the  interference  of  the  servants  of  the  crown;  or 
of  peers,  duectiy  or  indirectly,  in  the  election!  of,  the  Com* 
mohs  is  a  violation   of  the   constitution/  illegal— and  n 

grievance. 

9tb.  That  those  are  grievances  under  which  a  brave  and 
enlightened  nation  cannot  always  tariely  suffer,  but  which  we 
hope  to  see  constitutionally  redressed  by  the  virtue  of  the 

people. 

It  was  also  resolved  unanimously — That  the  sincere  and 
hearty  thanks  or  this  pieeting  be  most  respectfully  and  most 
gratefully  offered  to  that  illustrious  and  increasing  band  of 
Sight  Hon.  and  Hon.  patriots,  who,  disdaining  the  smiles  and 
the  favour  of  ministers,  and  studious  only  for*  their  country's 
good,  have  nobly  struggled  to  remove  those  grievances  ;  to  per* 
feet  the  conbtitution,  a) id  to  promote  the  independency,  the  lU 
.  berties,  the  honour,  and  prosperity  of  Ireland ;  to  drag. to  light 
die  corrupt  conduct  of  administration ;  to  check  the  unconsti- 
tutional exertions  of  the  courts  of  law,  and  to  prevent  the 
establishment  of  an  odious  and  expensive  police. 

We  implore  them  to  persevere,  assured  that  the  voice  of  the 
natiou  (however  stifled  by  placemen,  pensioners,  and  represen- 
tatives of  venal  boroughs,)  is  with  them,  and  that  they  must 
ultimately  prevail. 

THOMAS  SINCLAIRE,  Chairman." 

The  following  Address  Was  then  voted  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Henky  Grattan,  Dublin. 
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Belfast,  &th  March,  1790.  - 
Sir.— We  admire  your  abilities ;  we  venerate  your  charac- 
ter. We  are  warmly  grateful  for  your  strenuous  exertions  in 
behalf  of  this  injured  and  insulted  country.  Our  wish  is,  that 
success  may  attend  your  efforts  in  the  cause  of  Ireland,  equal 
to  the  honour  they  cbnfer  on  you— greater  we  cannot  wish.  . 
Our  prayer  is,  that  jou  may  soon  see  that  wish  realised,  and 
that  you  may  long  live  enjoying  the  heartfelt  satisfaction  re* 
suiting  from  both.— We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  utmost  respect,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 
And  obliged  humble  Servants, 
£By  order,  and  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  at  a 
lull  meeting  convened  by  public  notice]] 

THOMAS  SINCLAIRE,  Chairman. 

To  the  Respectable  and  Worthy  Inhabitants  of  Belfast,  cofy 
vened  infuU  Meeting,  by  Public  Notice. 

March  12,  1790. 
Gentlemen. — I  received  your  letter,  accompanying  your 
seasonable  and  spirited  Resolutions.  Your  country  is  indebted 
.to  you :  by  the  assistance  of  such  men,  and  by  such  judicious 
exertions,  the  People  may  at  last  obtain  a  redress  of  griev-  . 
ances.  As  an  individual,  I  thank  you ;  as  ft  free  subject,  I  am 
still  more  obliged  to  you.  You  encourage  men  to  persist  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty.  To  persevere  in  seeking  redress 
of  grievances,  and  to  co-operate  with  my  fellow  subjects  ill 
that  great  pursuit,  is  my  wish,  my  duty,  and  my  deter* 
mination.*— ^Gemtemeo, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  tile  greatest  respect  and  regard, 
Your  most  humble  obediect  Servant 
HENRY  GBATTAN. 
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INSTITUTION  OF  THE  NORTHERN  WHIG  CLUB. 

About  this  period,  Lord  Charlemont,  from  a  just  end 
probably  well-founded  dread  of  the  increase  of  democratic 
principles  in  the  town,  of  Belfast,  formed  a  scheme  for  the  in- 
stitution of  a  Whig  (or  constitutional)  Club,  similar  to  a  ce- 
lebrated society  which  had,  for  some  time  past,  been  formed 
in  £>ublin,  under  that  denomination.  "  I  think,  (says  he,  i* 
a  letter  to  Dr  Haliday,)  that  an  institution  of  this  kind,  would 
by  holding  out  a  congregation  to  the  true  believers  at  Belfast 
be  a  means  of  fixing,  and  even  recalling,  many  who  mights 
otherwise  wander  frem  the  faith." 

His  Lordship's  ideas  were'  warmly  adopted  by  Dr  Hah'dajfc 
as  appears  from  the  following  extract  of  his  letter  to  that  pa* 
triotic  Physician,  Feb.  20,  1790. 

"  Though  I  hare  but  a  moment,  I  cannot  omit  assuring 
you  of  the  heartfelt  joy  which  your  lettter  has  afforded  me*— 
t/Iy  love  for  my  country — my  ardour  in  the  good  cause  which 
sow  occupies  me,  and  though  last,  not  lea4t,  my  affection  for 
Belfast,  are  all  gratified  by  the  account  you  send  me.— 
Heaven  bless  you  my  dear  friend,  go  on  and  prosper,  continue 
your  patriotic  efforts,  and  Belfast  will  again  be  what  she  was, 
what  she  ought  to  be."  While  Lord  Charlemont  was  thus 
constitutionally  and  wisely  employed,  some  of  the  Castle  ad* 
rierents  insisted,  in  all  companies,  that  he  was  diffusing  anar- 
chy, and  a  spirit  of  resistance  to  all  governments :  and  one- 
person  said,  that  Haliday  should  be  hanged ;  the  usual  ebul« 
litions  of  ignorant  servitude1  and  precipitate  arrogance.* 

RESOLUTIONS  AND  DECLARATION  OF  THB  NORTHERN  • 
t.  WtfIG  CLUB. 

"  The  undersigned  have  determined  to  form  themselves 

into  a  Society,  to  be  called  the  Nojuthbhn  Wmto  Club  ;  and\ 

•Sec  Hartyi  Lift  of  l+rd  Ctarfeaonr,  Vol.  IL  p.  1M* 
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they  feel  it  particularly  incumbent  on  them  to  enter  into  such 
fcn  Association  lit  this  lime,  when  Toty  and  slavish  principles 
Inimical  to  the  constitution,  the  dignity  ami  prosperity  of  Ire*  ' 
land,  have  been  pertinaciously  avowed  by  the  servants  of  the 
Crown ;  when*  the  force  and  the  arts  of  corruption  have  been. 
Employed  in  a  manner  shameless    beyond   example,    and 
'With  scandalous  efficacy ;  and  when  the  growing  power  of  the 
Crown  and  of  the  Aristocracy,  and  their  unconstitutional  inter- 
ference with  the  independency  of  the  Third  Estate,  and  with     , 
the  Freedom  of  Election,  which  is  the  basis  of  all  our  Fran* 
fchrses,  must  excite  apprehensions  in  every  breast  warmed  with 
**the  loverf  its  country,  rouse  it  to  vigilance,  and  stimulate  H 
to  energy.    Resohed,  therefore — 

A-    That  we  will  give  every  constitutional  support  in  oiif  power ' 
to  those  worthy  Patriots  who  do  or  shall  exert  themselves  for 
the  security  of  the  Constitution,  and  its,  more  perfect  restora- 
tion, it  being  still,  m  our  opinion,  most  degradingly  behind 
that  of  Great  Britain,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  Respon- 
sibility in  our  Governors,  of  a  still  more  unequal  and  in* 
"adequate  Representation  of  the  People,  through  the 
larger  proportion  of  close  and  venal  boroughs,  and  the  greater 
and  more  dangerous  power  of  a  lordly  domination ;    of  the 
.  rejection  of  certain,  not  only  salutary*  but  most  Necessary 
Bills,  in  the  course  of  last  Session— and  the  want  of  otheiw, 
perhaps  equally  essential  to*,  the  freedom  of  Parliament  and  to 
the  purity  of  election  >*wfcich  last,  as  being  more  directly 
within  the  sphere  of  our  activity,  we  shall,  as  far  as  in  us  lies, 
«ttdeavour  to  restore  aOod  preserve; 

Resolved— That  as  we  have  subscribed  the  following  de- 
claration, no  person  shall,  in.  future,  became  a.  Member  of  this 
Club,  till  he  likewise  hath  signed  It. 

Declaration.— That  government  is  an  original  compact 
between  the  governors  and  the  governed,  instituted  for  the 
food  of  the  whole  community. 
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That  in  a  limited  Monarchy,  or  more  properly  speaking 
(respect  being  had  to  the  Constitution  of  these  realms)  a  Regal 
Commonwealth,  the  Majesty  is  in  the  People  ;  and  though 
the  person  on  the  throne  is  superior  to  any  individual,  he  is  but 
the  servant  of  the  nation.  * 

That  as  our  Constitution  is  formed  of  three  legislative 
branches,  the  balance  between  each  must  be  preserved  to  pre* 
vest  the  destruction  of  the  whole.  . 

That  there  should  be  an  adequate  Representation  of  the 
People  in  Parliament,  and  that  Boroughs  (as  the  great  Lpxd 
.Cfcaitam  declared)  are  the  rotten  part  of  the  Constitution, 
«nd  should  be  amputated.  That  Electors  ought  to  be  firee,  tip* 
elected  independent  of  all  but  their  constituents. 

That  a  parliamentary  influence,  by  places  and  pensions,  is 
inconsistent  with  the  virtue  and  safety  of  the  public ;  and  that 
a  iainster  who  endeavours  to  govern   by  corruption,  is  guil- 
ity  of  the  vilest  attempt  to  subvert  the  Constitution.  - 

The*  Trial  fcy  Jury  is  the  indefensible  right  of  the  subjects 
of  these  Realms. 

,  That  our  prosperity  depends  on  Agriculture,  Manufactures, 
and  trade ;  which  it  is  our  intent*  to  encourage,  our  duty  to 
protect 

That  the  freedom  of  the  Press  is  the  bulwark  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.         *  s  ' 

That  no  person  ought  to  suffer  civil  hardships  for  bis  reli- 
gious percussion,  unless  the  tenets  of  his  religion  lead  him, to 
endeavour  at  the  subversion  of  the  state. 

Holding  these  as  the  Constitutional  Principles  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  declarative  of  the  general  rights  of  Men.  We,  as 
Irishmen,  do  further  declare- 
That  the,subjects  of  this  Realm  are,  of  Right,  free  from, 
and  independent  on  the  authority  of  any  Parliament  or  Legis- 
lature whatsoever,  save  only  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  that 
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is  to  say,  the  King  6f  Ireland,  and  the  Lords  and  Commons 
of  this  Realm. 

That  trial  by  juries  being  our  inherent  right,  and  most 
blessed  inheritance,  ail  trenching  and  trespassing  upon  it, 
whether  by  unconstitutional  Codes  of  Revenue,  Game,  or  other 
Laws;  or  by  a  stretching  of  the  power  of  Attachments  be- 
yond its  proper  limits,  (the  enforcing  the  authority  of  the 
Courts  of  Law,  and  punishing  contempts  of  them,)  is  a  great 
and  alaroung  grievance     . .  , 

That  with  grief  of  hearty  we  consider  the  constitution  of 
Ireland  as  disgraced  by  manifold  imperfections,  and  labouring 
tinder  pressures*  from  which  that  of  Great  Britain  is.  com- 
paratively free;-  such  as,  the  unlimited  power  assumed  and 
exercised  by  the  Crown  in  granting  pensions — Pensioners 
sitting  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  many  Placemen,  who 
are  wisely  and  providently  excluded  from  the  like  important 
trust  in  our  Sister  Kingdom—* Revenue  Officers  voting  at  elec- 
tions—and  the  want  of  responsibility  in  our  Governors— a  mora 
inadequate  representation  of  the  people, -with  a  more  virulent 
infection  of  the  constitution  from  venal  boroughs. 

That,  therefore,  we  will  endeavour  by  every  legal  effort  in 
our  power,  to  have  these  diseases  in  our  Constitution  removed, 
and  the  dangers  with  which  they  threaten  it,  averted;  and, 
as  one  most  necessary  step  to  these  salutary  and  important 
ends,  That  we  will  exert  ourselves  to  the  Uttermost,  in  support 
of  the  Freedom  of  Ecectio*  ;  considering  the  right  of  voting 
.as  >  a  sacred  deposit  for  the  good  of  the  community,  in  the 
aonscience  of  every  elector;  not  to-be  violated  by  the  threats 
or  promises  of  Landlords  ;  and  particularly  of  Peers,  which  is 
a  direct  insult  on  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  a  daring 
violation  of  it.— -And  that  to  assist  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  indi- 
vidually and  collectively,  in  the  redress  of  these  grievances; 
by  balling  forth  at  proper  seasons  the  .opinion  of  the  people, 
H  2  v 
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and  by  co-operatipg  with  other  bodies,  both  in  and  out  of 
parliament;  as  well  as  to  cherish  among  our  fellow-subject* 
a  lore  of  the  free  principles  of  our  constitution!  and  a  detests* 
tion  of  every  thing  tending  to  infringe  on  them— we  have  formed 
this  Society  :— solemnly  pledging  -our  honour  to  each  other 
and  to  the  community  at  large,  to  be  governed  by  the  preced- 
ing Declaration  and  Resolutions." 

March  l6.~ The  first  General  Mebting  of  the  Northern 
Whig  Club  was  held— at  which,  Simon  Isaac,  $sq.  presided 
for  that  meeting^-and  Dr  Haliday  was  appointed  Secretary. 

All  the  standing  Toasts  of  the  Whig  Club  of  Ireland  were 
shrank,  viz.—  N       ■ 

The  King.—- The  Prince  of  Wales.-— Glorious  and  Immortal 
Memory  of  King  William  III. — The  Constitution,  according 
to  the  principles  asserted  at  the  Revolution.— The  Rights  of 
the  People.— The  Friends  of  Freedom — -The  Cause  forwhick 
Hampden  bled  in  the  Field,  and  Sydney  on  the 'Scaffold. — 
May  it  be  the  Character  of  the  Whig  Chib  never  to  slacken 
their  Efforts  in  Adversity,  nor  forget  their  Principles  in  pros- 
'  perity.— The  House  of  Brunswick,  and  may  they  never  for- 
get the  principles  winch  placed  their  Family  en  the  Throne  of 
these  Realms.— May  the  example  of  one  Revolution  prevent 
the  necessity  of  another.~Our  Brethren  of  the  Whig  Club  of 
Engknd.^-The  Spirit  of  this  Club  to  the  Constituents  of  Ire- 
land— May  the  Abdication  of  89  in  Ireland  be  as  productive 
qt  good  consequence  to  the  People  of  Ireland  as  the  Revofo* 
tion  of  8  8  to  England.— May  Great  Britain  in  all  her  Consti- 
tutional difficulties,  find  from  Ireland  the  same  spirited  and  in- 
dependent support  which  site  experienced  on  the  question  of 
of  the  Regency. 

Also  the  following  additional  ones'* 

the  Whig  Club  of  Ireland The  Northern  Whig  Club,; 

and  all  the  Members  aeCessarily  absent.— Free  and  Indepen* 

'[ 
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deft  Ireland,  and  Perfection  to  ker  Constitution. —  The  Illus- 
trious Minority  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament— Lord  Charle- 
faont  and  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland.-— A  speedy  and  happy 
establishment  of  GalUc  Liberty.— Freedom  to,*  the  Brabantera 
mid  refownation  to  their  Religion,  &c 

April  16. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Noethern  Whig  Clue, 
*eld  at  Belfast  on  the  l6th  April,  1790, 

.  ,         Gawin  Hamilton,  Esq.  in  the  Chair,  < 

The  following  Resolutions  and  Address  were  agreed  toe 

Resolved,  unanimously.— That  when  an  unmasked  and  shame* 
>less  system  of  ministerial  corruption,  manifests  an  intention 
4a  sap  the  sprit,  virtue,  and  independence  of  Parliament,  it  . 
is  time  for  the  people  to  look  to  themselves* 

Resolved,  unanimously*— > -That  if  the  people  have  a  due  re- 
gard to  their  essential  rights  and  interests ;  if  they  reflect  , 
that  the  Arch  of  the  Constitution  was  cemented  with  the  blood 
ef  their  aneestdrs;  or  consider  themselves  trustees  for  million* 
unborn ;  they  will  steadily  oppose  so  ruinous  and  execrable  a 
system.  If  they  do  not;  instead  of  glorying  in  that  inde- 
pendence which  they  so  lately  with  efficacy  vindicated— they 
must  soon  sink  into  the.  most  ignominious  slavery. 

Resolved,  unanimously. — That  our  respectful  Address  to  the 
Electors  of  Ireland,  together  with  these  resolutions,  the 
Toasts  of  the  day,  and  a  list  of  >the  members  of  this  Club*  be 
published.  > 

TO  THE  ELECTORS  OF  IRELAND. 

The  third  estate  of  parliament  no  longer  exists  \  the  power  of  regenera- 
ting it  reverts  to  yon :  and  never  was  a  wise,  a  faithful,  a  spirited  ate  of 
that  power  more  loudly  called  for.  The  corrupt  support  given  in  the 
late  session  hy  placed  and  pensioned  majorities  (without  pretension  to. 
argument,  decency,  or  ability  ;)  to  an  administration  equally  destitute  of 
them  att,  in  measures  avowedly  hostile  to  the  rights,  liberties,  and  pros- 
jMrity  of  this  country— proclaims  your,  danger,  points  out  your  defence, 
«nd  ehaUangti  your  best  exertions*  i 
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la  the  name  of  your  country »  then—we  call  upon  you  to  support  the 
rights  of  Ireland,  to  exert  the  important  privileges  of  freemen  at  the  ensu- 
ing election,  and  to  proclaim  to  the  world,  that  you  deserve  to  be  free. 

Guard  your  share  in  the  legislature,  as  the  great  distinction  betweeir 
,our  constitution  and  a  tyranny.  Preserve  it  equally  from  the  inroads  of 
the  crown,  and  of  the  aristocracy. 

Where  a  representative  has  proved  faithful,  renew  the  trust ;  where  he 
has  bartered  his  duty  far  emoluments,  either  for  himself  or  his  retainers, 
reject  him  with  disdain  ;  and  amongst  new  candidates,  support  those,*  anil 
those  only,  whose  characters  place  them  above  suspicion,  and  give  a  just 
ground  for  confidence.  * 

Regard  not  the  threats  of  landlords  and  their  agents,  when  they  require 
you  to  fail  in  your  duty  to  your  country*  to  yourselves*  and  to'  your 
posterity. 

The  first  privilege  of  a  man  is  the  right  of  judging  for  himself,  and  now 
is  the  time  for  you  to  exert  that  right. 

Let  no  individual  neglect  bjs  duty.  The  nation  is  an  aggregate  of  indi- 
viduals, and  the  strength  of  the  whole  ie  composed  of  the  .exertions  of 
each  part.  The  man,  therefore,  who  omits  what  t#  in  hi^  power,  because 
he  has  not  more  in  it,  stands  account  able,  for  confirming  and  entailing 
slavery  on  the  land  which  gave  him  birth. 

As  an  upright  House  of  Commons  is  all  that  is  wanting  ;  do  your  duty 
to  your  country  by  endeavouring  to  create  one  ;  and  let  no  consideration 
.tempt  you  to  sacrifice  the  public  to  «  private  tie— the  greater  duty  t» 
*  the  lesser. 
"  We  intreat  you  in  the  name  of  your  insulted  nation— we  implore  yon 
by  every  social  and  honourable  tie— we*  conjure  you  as  citfeens,  a*  free- 
men, a*  /riiAiaeift,  to  exclude  from,  the  representative  body  that  herd  of 
•Uvea  who  have  dared  to  barter  your  dearest  rights  and  most  essential 
interests  for  their  private  gain*  - 

-  The  illustrious  Minority  of  the  last  session- have  acquitted  themselves 
In  a  manner  seldom  equalled*  It  remaina  for  you.  ta  da  your  doty  ta» 
yourselves. 

If  ytm  are  not  satisfied  with  la  House  of  Commons  in  which  tne  voice  of 
the  nation  is  with  difficulty  to  be  heard— with  a  majority  of  that  House 
returned  by  rotten  boroughs,  and  filled  through  ministerial  profligacy 
with  104  pensioned  hirelings— £f  you  do  not  wish,  to  countenance  corrup- 
tion—if  you  desire  to  guard  the  treasure  of  the  public  from  the  rapacity: 
of.  English  viceroys— if  you  do  not  wish-  the  fountain- of  nobility  contami- 
nated by  the  sale  of  the  honours  of  one  House  for  the  purpose  of  bribing 
the  other— and  ta  see  a  police  rumen  stand  centinel  at  every  man's,  door: 
in  the  land;— you  will  propose  the  following  questions  by  deputations  of 
electors,  and  on  the  very  huetiags,  to  every  gentleman  that  offers  himset£ 
lor  the  trust  of  representing  you  in  parliament ;  and  you  will  hesitate  to. 
peject  the  claim  ofany  man,  Qwerex  great  hit  rank  ox  extensive  his  can- 
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nexions/who  shall  not  unequivocally  pledge  himself  to  support  the  follow- 
ing salutary  and  necessary  measures. 

Will  you  regularly  attend  your  duty  in  parliament,  and  be  governed  by 
the  instructions  of  your  constituents  ?  Will  you,  in  and  out  of  the  House, 
with  all  your  ability  and  influence,  promote  the  success  of  a  Bill  for  amend- 
ing the  representation  of  the  People  ?  A  Bill  for  preventing  pensioners 
from  sitting  in  parliament,  dr  such  placemen  as  cannot  sit  in  the  British 
House  of  Commons  ?  A  Bill  forj uniting  the  number  of  placemen  and  pen- 
sioners, and  the  amount  of  pensions  ?  A  Bill  for  preventing  revenue  officer* 
from  voting  or  interfering  at  elections  ?  A  BUI  for  rendering  the  servants  of 
the  crown  of  Ireland  responsible  for  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  ? 
A  Bill  to  protect  the  personal  safety  of  the  subject  against  arbitrary  and 
excessive  bail ;  and  against  the  stretching  of  the  power  of  attachment  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Constitution  ?— And  will  you,  as  far  as  in  you  lies,  pre* 
vent  any  jenewal  of  the  Police  Act  ?    . 

Those  who  shall  a  moment  hesitate  to  enter  into  such  ah  agreement 
with  their  electors;  cannot  be  faithful  servants  of  the  public,  nor  deserv* 
the  countenance  of  an  honest  man.  ., 

Resolved  unammmuly.— That  tfe  will  not  vote  for,  nor  support,  any 
candidate  who  shall  not  solemnly  and  publicly  pledge  himself  to  the  mea- 
sures recommended  to  the  electors  of  Ireland,  in  the  preceding  Address* 
,  (Signed  by  order)  s         GAWIN  HAMILTON,  President. 

A.  HALIDAY,  Secretary. 

■LIST  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  MEMBERS  OF  THE  NORTHER** 

WHIG  CLUB. 
Ed.  Jones  Agnew,  Esq.  Kilwaghter        Mr  Robert  Bradahaw,  Belfast 
Thos.  M.'Jones,  Esq.  Moneyglas*        Wm.  Brownlow,  jun,  Esq.  Lurga*> 
Richard' Bamber,  Esq.  Belfast  Mr  Thomas  Brown,  Belfast 

Earl  of  Charlemont  .  Earl  of  Moira 

Lord  de  Clifford  H,  Montgomery,  Esq,  Tullycarnqt 

J;  Crawford  Esq*  Crawford's-bum       Mr  Hugh  Montgomery,  Belfast 
Marriott  Dalway,  Esq.  Bellahill  Rev.  Robert  Mortimore,  Comber 

Francis  Dobbs,  Esq.  Philipsburgh        Mr  Thomas  Nevin,  Downpatrick 
Thomas  Dowglas,  Esq.  Grace-hail        Rt.  Hon.  J.  O'Neill,  Shanescastle 
George  Dowglas,  Esq.  Mount-Ida        Eldred  Pottinger,  Esq-.  Craigavade  ^ 
Mr  James  Ferguson,  Beliast  Francis  Price,  Esq.  Gceenpark 

Mathew  Forde,  Esq.  Seaford  .     Nicholas  Price,  Esq:  Saintfield 

Mathew  Forde,  Esq.  Bailee :   ,.;  Rt.  Hon.  H.  L.  Rowley*  SummerhiM 

John  Forbes,  Drogheda  Hon.  H.  Rowley,  Langford  Lodge 

John  Crawford  Gordon,  Esq.  Florida    Clotworthy  Rowley,  Esq.  Dublin 
Richard  Griffith,  Esq.  MOlecent  A.  Hamilton  Rowan,  Esq.  Rathcojry 

Savage  Hall,  Esq.  Mount  IJaU  %r  J:  G.  tal|h,  W** 
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Dr  Haliday,  Belfast  Hon.  R.  Stewart,  Mount  Stewaart 

Gawin  Hamilton,  Esq,  Killileagh  James  Stewart,  Esq.  Coofcstown 

William  Hoey,  Esq.  Dunganstawn  William  Stewart,  Esq.  KiUimoon 

Simon  Isaac,  Esq.  Hollywood  Alexander  Stewart,  Esq.  Ardes 

Arthur  Johnston,  Esq.  Rademon  William  Todd  Jones,  Esq.  Lisburm 

Mr  Henry  Joy,  Belfast   .  T.  Thompson,  Esq.  Grcenmount 

Mr  James  Trail  Kennedy,  Belfast  Mr  Robert  Thompson,  Belfast 

Richard  Jervais  Ker,  Esq4  Redhall  Hon.  Edward  Ward,  Castle  ward 

Dr  Mattear,  Belfast  Hon.  Robert  Ward,  Bangor 

Mr  Samuel  M'Tier,  Belfast  Gilbert  Webster,  Esq.  Belfast 

Alex.  M' Man  us,  Esq.   Mountdavis  Samuel  Stone,  Esq.  Barnhill 

William  Sharman,  Esq.  Moira  Mr  William  Sinclaire, 'Belfast 

;    John  Simon,  Esq*  Mountpleasant  James  White, .  Esq.  Whitehall.    ■ 

The  following,  among  other  toasts,  were  drank  at  this 

meeting* "The  Memory  of  George  I.  who  declared  biY 

willingness  to  have  the  Crown  limited  in  the  creation  of  Peers. 
Good  memories^  right  feelings,  and  a  just  spirit  of  retribution 
to  the  Electors  of  Ireland — Disgrace  and  disappointment  to 
the  Bribers  and  the  Bribed.-— President  Washington  and  the 

'  United  States  of  America* — A  happy  establishment  to  the 
Gallic  Constitution,  and  may  we  learn  wisdom  from  those  whom' 
we  have  taught. — Freedom  to  the  Brabanters.— The  Glorious 
Memory.— -Our  Sovereign  Lord,  the  People/' 

COUNTY  OF  ANTRIiM  ELECTION. 
In  the  month  of  June,  the  electors  of  the  county  of  Antrim 
took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  of  a  general  election  to  dis- 
play their  zeal  for  constitutional  principles,  by  delegating  the 
important  trust  of  representatives  to  those  only  who  declared 
their  resolution  of  promoting  a  refoam  in  parliament.  The- 
Candidates  on  this  occasion  were  the  Right  lion.  John  O'Neill 

.  (afterwards  Lord  0'NeUl,)  the  Hon.  Hercules  Rowley  (after- 
wards lord  Ltingfords)  James  Leslie,  and  Edward  Alexandet 
M'tf aghten,  Esqrs.  The  two  latter  gentlemen  refused  to  sign 
the  test  which  was  offered  to  them,  but  it  was  instantly  xjom* 
plied  with  by  A*Bisira<)*NeiU'and  Rowley,  who  declared— "  that 


Hto]  ?HB  HISTORY  OF  BELFAST.      •  34$ 

it  was  impossible  they  could  hesitate  one  moment  to  avow  their    % 
approbation  of  those  measures  which  they  had  exerted  them- 
selves to  obtain  for  the  people  of  this  Kingdom,  and  which  they 
looked  upon  as  essential  to  the  constitution."     The  test  was  a* 
follows:—  " 

-We  dp  hereby  promise  and  engage,  that  we  will,  if  returned  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  this  country,  regularly  attend  our  duty  there,  and  b# 
governed  by  the  instructions  of  our  constituents.  We  will  In  and  out 
of  the  house  with  all  our  ability  and  influence  promote  the  success  of 
a  Bill  for Jarf ending  the  representation  of  the  people ;  and  the  abolishing 
of  the  rotten  boroughs  in  this  kingdom ;  a  Bill  for  preventing  pensioners 
from  sitting  in  parliament,  or  such  placemen  as  cannot  sit  in  the  British 
House  of  Commons  f  a  Bill  for  limiting  the  number  of  placemen  and 
pensioners,  and  the  amount^  pensions; 

A  Bill  for  preventing  revenue  officers  from  voting  or  interfering  at 
elections :— A  Bill  for  rendering  the  servants  of  the  crown  of  Ireland 
.responsible  for  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  :— A  Bill  to  protect 
the  personal  safety  of  the  subject  from  arbitrary  and  excessive  bail,  and 
against  the  stretching  of  the  power  of  attachment  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  constitution :— .And  that  we  will,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  prevent  any 
renewal  of  the  Police  Act. 

hercules  rowley: 
john  o'neill. 

At  the  close  of  the  poll  (on  which  occasion  8,588  freeholder* 
exercised  their  privilege  of  voting,)  Messrs  O'Neill  and  Rowley 
were  declared  duly  elected.     "  After  the  usual  form  of  chairing 
in  Carrickfergus  (the  county  town,)  the  successful  candidates 
were  received  at  some  distance  from  Belfast  by  a  great  body 
-    of  electors,  and  an  immense  multitude  of  others.     Their  ap- 
proach was  announced  by  a  discharge  of  cannon  from  the  two 
Volunteer  Artillery  corps,  which  paraded  for  the  purpose.     A 
magnificent  triumphal  car  having  been  prepared  with  much 
taste  and  expence  in  Belfast,^  the  members  were  placed  in  it; 
Mr  Rowley  on  the  right,  and  Mr  O'Neill  on  the  left,  with  two 
Jovely  youths,  his  sons,  at  each  side.     Instead  of  suffering 
themselves  to  be  dragged  into  town  by  their  fellow-creature*, 
they  were,  drawn  by  gi*  horses  elegantly  capariioned ;  the  pos«' 
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tilions  dressed  in  white  jackets,  and  hats  trimmed  and  lined  with 
blue,  a  scarf  of  the  same  colour  falling  gracefully  across  the % 
f  shoulder  into  a  knot  at  the  side.  In  front  of  the  two  members 
a  figure  of  Hibernia,  holding  in  one  hand  a  wreath,  and  .in 
the  other  the  Cap  of  Liberty,  elevated  on  a  pole,  formed  a 
prominent  part  of  the  embellishments.  The  sides  and  back 
of  the,  car  bore  in  conspicuous  characters  several  pointed 
inscriptions. 

The  spectators  seemed  highly  pleased  with  the  idoa  of  Mas* 
ters  Charles  and  John  O'Neill  being  in  so  novel  a  manner  pre- 
sented to  this  part  of  the  county;  conceiving  it  intended  to 
give  an  early  impression  to  their  infant  minds  of  the  value  of 
popular  honours  when  founded  on  the  confidence  of  fellow- 
subjects.     To  gratify  the  anxiety  of  the  people,  the  cavalcade, 
\  attended  by  a  band  of  music;  passed  through  every  street  of 
j  consequence ;  and  after  the  ceremony,  which  occupied  oonside- 
;  rable  time,  was  over,  the  members,  were  entertained  at  dinner 
,<i  by  such  an  assemblage  of  the  inhabitants  as  has  seldom  been 
seen  on  any  occasion.'  In  the  close  of  the  evening  the  town 
was  illuminated*  a  great  bonfire  was  lighted  in  the  market* 
,    place,  the  romantic  summit,  of  the  Cave-Hill  presented  a  si- 
milar ornament  to  the  view  of  the  several  adjoining  counties, 
and  a  third  one  presented  itself  at  Bunker's-Hill,  in  the  county 
of  Down. 

The  toasts  at  dinner  partook  of  the  prevailing  feelings  of 
the  times,  viz.-^The  gentlemen  of  the  four  lower  baronies  who 
supported  the  independent  interest  of  the  county,  by  allowing 
their  tenantry  to  vote  as  their  wishes  led  them..  The  free  in- 
dependent electors  of  Ireland,  and  may  they  on  every  occasion 
support  approved  good  members  with  spirit,  and  reject  the  bad 
with  indignation.  May  the  vigilande  and  spirit  of  the  people  - 
always  keep  pace  with  the  depravity  and  corruption  o£  admini- 
*r*ttan.    The  Free  Sutea  of  America.    A  speedy  and  com- 
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plete  establishmenLof  the  free  Gallic  constitution; — The  glo- 
rious memory  of  King  William. — The  memory  of  John  Ham* 
den. — The  memory  of  Lord  Russel  and  the  Exclusioners.— 
A  speedy  and^  effectual  Reform  of  the  representation  of  the 
people  in  parliament.— Success  to  a  place — a  pension— a  res- 
ponsibility bill,  and  to  one  for  excluding  revenue  officers,  from 
voting  at,  or.  interfering  with  elections.— -May  the  flame  of 
liberty,  which  warms  and  enlightens  its  friepds,  consume,  its 
enemies.— Peace  on  earth,  and  good- will  to  all  men  J' 

August  11.— At  a  meeting  of  th£  Belfast  Troop  of 
Light  Dragoons,  at  Bunkers-hill,  on  the  11th  August  179p> 
tte.  following  resolutions  were,  unanimously  entered  into  :«— 

IjSt.^— -That  aa'we  took  up  arms  in  defence  of  our  .country  and  our 
liberties,  we  will  not  lay  .them  down  while  any  circumstance  of  danger 
threatens  either.'  *        . 

2d.— That  we  have  observed  with  heartfelt  satisfactory  the  firm  and 
•onstUutional  stand  which  the  Common  Counq}  and  citizens  of  Dublin 
have  made  against  a  late  alarming  attack  on  their  rights  and  franchises* 
in  the  face  of  a  direct  and  positive  law  ;  and  considering  them  entitled 
to  the  praise  and  thanks  of  all  true  Irishmen,  we  respectfully  beg  of 
them  to  accept  this  testimony  of  our  approbation  and  gratitude. 

3d— —That  the  readiness  and  cordiality  with  which  that  most  respec- 
table society,  the  Whig  Club,  have  from  the  first,  and  throughout, 
reader  the  cause  of  the  city  their  own',  as  it  is  in  truth  the  common  cause 
of  all,  entitle  thetn  to  general  applause  and  general  gratitude;  and  we 
entreat  them  to  accept  of  this  tribute  of  our  thankful  approbation  of 
their  alrie  exertions  in  defence >of  the. law  of  the  land  and.  the  rights  of 
the  People,  arid  of  the  resolution  entered  into  on  the  2d  instant,  which 
we  at  once  admire  as  a  convincing  and  masterly  argument,  and  a  spirited 
avowal -of  the  noblest  and  most  constitutional  principles. 
-  4th:— -That  we  reel  ourselves  called  upon,  to  thank  in  particular  the 
Earl  of  Moira.  and  our  much  beloved  general  the  Earl  of  Charlemont* 
for  their  very  dignified  conduct,  which— and  we  can.  say  no  more,  waa 
worthy  of  themselves,  and  the  good  cause  in  which  they  were  embarked* 
(Signed  by  order)  ,  •> 

HUGH  M'lLWAIN,  Secretary* 
Belfast  Lioht  D&mooms. 

Similar  Resolutions  were  entered  into  at  the  sami  period, 

by  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  signed  Smufiju  Gis*W, . 
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Secretary ,  and  by  the  Northern  Whig  Club,  signed  Bsckibl 
D.  Boyd,  President,  and  Alex.  HaUday,  Secretary. 

November  4.— Being  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  oTKim 
William,  there  was  a  full  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Northern  Whig  Club,  at  the  Donegal!  Arms.  After  din* 
ner  the  following  toasts  were  drank  : — The  4tb  of  November 
1650  the  birth  day  of  our  glorious  deliverer.— The  Revolu- 
tion of  88;  may  its  principles  ever  be  "supported,  and  its 
blessings:  preserved  and  increased.— A  Speedy  establishment 
to  the  tranquillity  and  freedom  of  France.— President  Wash- 
ington/and  the  United  States  of  A  merica.WTbe  Majority  of 
the  People.— The  cause  for  which  Hamden  bled  in  the  field, 
and  Sidney  on  the  Scaffold. — All  those  who,  with  tine 
Whig  hearts  and  sound  Revolution  principles,  are  commemo- 
rating this  day,  &c.  &c. 

February  15, 1791.— At  a  full  meeting  of  the  Northern 
Whig  Club,  Donegall-Arms,  Belfast,  on  the  15th  instant, 
<me  of  their  stated  days :  in  commemoration  of  thb  Cob* 
guess  at  Dungannon  i—^Resolvedj 

1st*— That  this  Club  think  it  incumbent  on  them  at  this  time*  pufcUdj 
to  display  their  veneration  for  the  person  and  character  of  tha  Pari  of 
Charlemont,  and  their  perfect  approbation  of  the  steadiness,  consistency, 
and  dignified  spirit  of  his  conduct ;  which  sets  him  far  above  thd  reac$t 
of  the  insults  of  power,  or  the  spleen  and  malignity  of  a  viadfe1a>*  ano^ 
factious  administration.  * 

.  2d  .—-It  being  matter  of  notoriety  that  a  charge  respecting  tfo  sale  of 
the  honours  of  the  peerage  in  this  kingdom,  for  the  purpose  of  corrupt- 
ing she  popular  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  a  direct  proposal  to.  sub- 
stantiate the  fact,  have  been  brought  forward  by  persons  of  the  first  se- 
natorial dignity  and  consequence.— .  Etsolved, 

That  it  Is  our  ardoa*  -wish*  in  common  with  that  of  every  other  soci- 
ety of  freemen^  that  a  subject  of  such  highjmportanee  to  the  fountain  of 
honour,  and  to  the  parity  of  our  House  of  Lords  (the  hereditary  coun- 
sellors of  the  crown,  and  the  ultimate  judicial  power,)  be  freely  discussed 
and  determined  on  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  ;  and  that  it  may.  not 
he  found  within  the  compass  of  ministerial  influence  to  defeat  or  inter- 
'  rupt  an  inquiry  of  such  constitutional  moment.  ~    '    , ' 

JOHN  C.  GORDON,  President. 
A.  HAUDAY,  Secretary. 
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At  the  above  Meeting  the  following  Toasts  were  drank  : 
Lord  Cbarlwriont  and  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland  —A  speedy 
and  effectual  Reform  to  the  Representation  of  the  People  in 
Parliament. — An  end  to  Corruption ,  detestation  and  contempt 
*©  the  Corrupters  and  the  Corrupted*— A  due  decree  of  res- 
pect for,  and  confidence  in,  that  administration  which  bkulfcs 
from  inquiry. — The  glorious  memory,— The  glorious  re- 
volution of  88 ;  may  its\principles  gain  ground,  and  its  bless*  n 
'ngs  be  improved. — The  revolution  Society  and  the  rights  of 
men.  The  French  Revolution;  a  speedy  and  happy  comple*' 
ion  to  it  The  Free  States  of  America,  and  permanency  to 
their  excellent  constitution.  President  Washington,  and  con- 
sistency like  his  or  a  Charlemont's  to  ail  characters  that  have 
been  respectable.  A  stop  to  the  bloody  ravages  of  the  Sepii- 
ramis  of  the  North  (Catherine  II.)  and  her  eut-throat  bar- 
barians.      .  *    -  v 

June  15th.— At  a  general  and  stated  meeting  of  th© 
Northern  Whig  Club>  on  the  15th  of  June  1791. — T*ne 
anniversary  of  Magna  Charts ;  the  following  resolutions  w«e 
tmanimously  entered  into :     . 

Da  Haliday,  in  the  Chair. 
.  Eesolvtd.— That  considering  the  French  Revolution  as  one  of  the 
most  important  and  universally  interesting  events  which  the  world  ever 
sfcw,  and  as  particularly  such  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  islands,  as  it 
promises  to  letd  the  way  to  an  orderly  and  gradual  reform  of  those 
abuses  which  have  maimed  and  disfigured  the  constitution  ;  we  shall, 
as  men,  aft  whigs— as  citizens  of. this  empire,  meet  on  the  14th  of  July 
next,  to  celebrate  that  astonishing  event,  which  constitutes  a  gl^riotia 
sera  in  the  history  of  man  and  of  the  world* 

A  letter  from  the  Whigs  oj  the  Capital,  fceing  produced  by 
the  Secretary  and  read,  ^ 

Resolved.— That  an  answer  be  returned,  thanking  the  whigs  of  the 
capital  for  their  communication,  and  assuring  them  of  the  co-operation 
of  the  Northern  Whig  Club  in  promoting  the  objects  thereof;  and  that 
the  Northern  Whig  Club  will  be  happy  in  keeping  up  a  correspondence 
With  them,  and  with  every  other  association  formed  on  similar  principles. 
ALEXANDER  HALIDAY,  Chairman. 
HENRY  JOY,  Secretary, 
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v  Toasts  'of  the  day*  v 

The  Revolution  and  Constitutional  Societies  of  Great  Bri-  x 
taiA.— The  National  Assembly  of  France  and  worthy  and 
able  Successors  to  them.— A  speedy  completion  of  the  good 
work  they  have  so  happily  begun. — Thomas  Paine ;  and  the 
rights  of  man; — The  Majesty  of.  the  people,  &c. 

COMMEMORATION  OF  THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 
From  the  Belfast  News  Letter. 

July  14,  179J.— "  In  this  eventful  period,  which  reflects  new  light  - 
en  the  general  principles  and  science  of  government,  the  unexampled 
Revolution  in  France  forms  the  most  prominent  and  luminous  object. 

Twenty-six  Millions  of  oar  fellow  creatures,  (near  one  sixth  of  the 
~  inhabitants  of  Europe,)  bursting  their  chains,  and  throwing  off,  almost 
in  an  instant,  the  degrading  yoke  of  slavery— 4s  a  scene  so  new,  interest- 
ing, and  sublime,  that  the  heart  which  cannot  participate  In  the  triumph, 
must  either  have  been  vitiated  by  illiberal  politics,  or  be  naturally  de- 
praved. 

The  glory  of  the  fjanous  states  that  in  their  turns  figured  on  the 
theatre  of  the  world,  sets  to  rise  no  more.  Not  so  our  Gallic  neigh- 
bours ;  who  have  given  almost  the  first  precedent  of  a  gseat  nation  once 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  freedom,  but  long  since  deprived  of  it,  restoring 
themselves  to  their  natural  level  among  men,  and  giving  practical  ex* 
4rtenee  to  the  finest  theories  of  the  philosopher  and  politician. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Belfast  and  its  neighbourhood,  the  more  strong}/ 
to  mark  their  abhorrence  of  despotism,  their  love  of  liberty,  and  their 
attachment  to  their  brethren  of  mankind,  dedicated  this  day  to  the 
commemoration  of  the  greatest  event  in  human  annals, 

In  the  striking,  serious,  and  splendid  manner  which  tbey  adopted, 
for  celebrating  the  destruction  of  the  Bash  lb,  they  were  actuated  by 
the  same  principle  which,  in  the  last  century,  taught  them  to  rejoice  in 
the  dethronement  of  a  despot  (James  II  )  by  the  Revolution  of  1688, 
and  attached  them  to  the  line  now  on  the  throne  ;  by  (he  same  principle 
that  led  them  to  deprecate  an  unjust  war  on  their  then,  fellow  subject* 
in  America ;  that  prompted  them  to  take  the  lead  in  forming  a  Volun- 
teer army  ;  that  sfcade  them  declare  their  sentiments  in  the  most  de- 
cided tone,  on  the  subject  of  restoring  to  imperial  Ireland  her  inde- 
pendency as  a  Sovereign  State  ;  and  that  determined  them  to  assert  tfte 
necessity  of  purifying  the  tainted  parts  of  the  Constitution,  By  giving  the 
People  their  due  influence  in  the  legislation  of  this  kingdom. 
THE  PROCESSION. 

At  t  wo  o'clock  the  Volunt  eer  Societies  of  this  place,  consisting  of  twe 
very  full  companies,  a  Troop  of  Light  Dragoons,  and  twe  Artillery 
Corps,  with  four  brass  tfx-pounders,  together  with  such  a  multitude 
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of  our  unarmed  inhabitants  as  no  former  event  ever  was  the  means  of 
~  assembling,  met  at  the  Exchange,  and  were  formed  in  the  following 
order:— 

1.  The  Troop.— 2.  Artillery  of  the  Belfast  First  Company.— 3.  A 
large  .portrait  of  the  venerable  Doctor  Franklin,  (elevated  on  a  pole, 
borne  by  two  young  volunteers.  Ob  a  scroll  under  the  figure  the  fol- 
lowing motto,  containing  the- Doctors  own  woras,  presented  itself— 
"  Where  Liberty  m— -7Aere  is  my  Country" — 4.  Colonel  S harm an,  of 
Moira  Castle,  the  President  for  the  day— 5.  The  First  Belfast  Com- 
pany.—6.  The  Belfast  Volunteer  Company.— 7.  A  Portrait  of  Movsitoa 
MfiaABBAu,  (borne  by  two  young  volunteers,)  with  the  following  motto, 
being  a  translation  from  one  of  his  orations  in  fav6ur  of  the  rights  of 
men—"  Can  the  African  Slave  Trade,  though  morally  Wrong,  be  politft* 
cally  Right  ?— 8.  Artillery  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company— 9.  The 
GmcAT  Standard,  elevated  on  a  triumphal  car,  drawn  by  four  horses, 
with  two  volunteers  as  supporters ;  containing,  on  one  side  of  the  can- 
vass, eight  feet  and  a  half  long  by  six  in  depth,  a. very  animated  repre* 
sentatibn  of  The  ReUasement  of  the  Prisoners  from  the  Bastile. 

The  point  of  time  chosen  for  its  subject  was  that  at  which  the  first 
of  the  French  guards .  burst  into  the  infernal  mansion  of  despotism* 
The  doors  of  a  number  of  subterraneous  cells,  and  several  pf  the  un- 
.  happy  victims  chained  to  the  earth  in  the  most  torturing  attitudes— 
with  skeletons  of  wretches  that  had  been  suffered  to  expire  and  their 
bodies  to  remain,  were  well  and  affectiagly  described.  The  soldier  is 
represented  in  the  act  of  liberating  the  unhappy  prisoners ;  the  prin- 
ciple figure  among  which  is  that  of  the  old  man  who  had  been  confined 
upwards  of  thirty  years.  His  emaciated  and  debilitated  figure  waa>weU 
calculated  to  promote  abhorrence  in  the .  breast  of  every  spectator. 
Motto  at  the  bottom  of  the  painting— "  Fourteenth  July,  1789  ;  Sacred 
to  Liberty.'*  The  reverse  contained  a  large  figure  of  Hiberaia  in  a  re» 
clining  posture,  one  hand  and  foot  in  shackles,  a  Volunteer,. presenting 
to  her  a  figure  of  Liberty,  supported  by  an  Artillery-man  resting  on  a 
'piece  of  ordinance.  Motto—44  For  a  people  to  bs  free,  it  is  sufficient 
'Oat  they  will  it."— 10.  The  Northern  Whig  Club,  and  a  body  of  the 
Citizens,  amounting  to  a  very  great  number,  formed  in  pairs,  closed 
the  procession.  A  green  cockade,  the  national  colour  of  Ireland,  was 
worn  by  the  whole  body. 

After  three  o'clock  they  moved  forward  in  this  order,  passing  through 
every  street  of  any  consequence  in  the  town  ;  and  when  arrived  at  the 
White  Linen  Hall,  three  feu  dejoyes  were  fired  by  the  Battalion  Com- 
panies, answered  between  each  by  seven  guns  from  the  Artillery.  The 
whole  body  ot\  Volunteers  and  Citizens  then  entered  the  great  square 
within  the  Hall,  and  having  formed  a  widely,  extended  circle,  unani- 
mously agreed  to,  and  afterwards  announced  with  cheers,  a  Declaration 
of  their  sentiments  on  the  French  Revolution*  which  la  to  be  trans* 
mitted  to  the  National  Assembly  of  France  ferou  gh  their  President. 
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The  d  fferent  Corps  having  been  marched  off  to  their  separate 
parade*,  returned  to  the  Hall  With  side  arms,  and  sat  down  to  dinner 
•t  a  single  table  in  the  south  wing  of  the  Hall,  with'  a  number  of  the 
citizens,  which  remained,  amounting  to  three,  hundred  abdffty-f our. 

Colonel  Sharman,  whose  excellent  political  and  private  virtues,  have 
stood  such  tests  as  endear  him  to  every  good  mind  in  this  kingdom* 
having  been  unanimously  called  to  the  chair,  presided  with  that  dignity 
and  propriety  which  mark  every  part  of  his  conduct  in  life. 

The  J Warning  Toasts,  previously  prepared  by  a  Committee,  of 
tokich  their  worthy  Chairman  was  a  member  y  were  drank  : 
The  King  of  Ireland.  The  14th  of  July  1789  and  1790. 
A  speedy  perfection  of  the  French  Constitution  ;  and  liberty 
to  the  nations  that  dare  to  contend  for  it.  The  National  As- 
sembly of  France  ;"mey  equal  wisdom,  spirit,  and  decision  di- 
rect the  counsels  of  its  Successors-  '  May  the  injured  Majes- 
ty of  the  people  never  complain  without  redress ;  nor  want 
the  hands  jmd  hearts  of  millions  to  vindicate  its  cause.  Mon- 
sieur la  Fayette ;  may  an  ardent  love  of  their  country,  and  a 
veneration  for  the  rights  of  men,  be  held  paramount  to  every 
other  duty  in  Mtf  character  of  a  soldier.  May  the  glorious 
example  of  France  teach  the  governments'  of  the  Earth  wis- 
dom ;  ahe  People,  the  inestimable  value  of  freedom ;  and 
Kings  and  Subjects,  their  reciprocal  duties.  May  Great  Bri- 
tain, France, 'and  Ireland,  vie  with  each  other  in  restoring  the 
spirit  of  free  government  over  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  and  be 
the  happy  instruments  of  promoting  peace,  virtue,  and  happi- 
ness among  men.— (Three  cheers.)  President  Washington' 
an  ornament  of  the  human  race.  (Three  cheers  and  three 
plaudits.)  Lasting  freedom  and  prosperity  to  the  United 
States  of  America.  The  idea  of  a  Patriot  King*  realised; 
and  Stanislaus  Augustus,  King  of  Poland.  May  the  awful  re- 
collection of  a  High  Commission,  and  Star  Chamber ;  of  an 
Inquisition  and  a  Bastite ;  excite  the  good  people  of  these 
realms  to  be  watchful  and  fearless  guardians  of  the  democracy 
of  their  Constitution.     Ireland.     (Three  cheers  and  three 
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plaudits.)  A  full  and  equal  Representation  of  the  people  ia 
Parliament  Perseverance  and  energy  lo  the  people  of  these 
kingdoms,  till  corruption  shall  cease  to  disfigure  their-xonsti- 
tution,  and  to  rob  them  of  their  rights.  An  abolition  of  the 
Popery  laws;  and  an  extension. of  privileges  to  Roman  Ca- 
tholics. (Three  cheers  and  three  plaudits.)  Lord  Charle> 
roont  and  perpetuity  to  the  Volunteer  army.  Mr  Paine;  may 
perverted  eloquence  and  deceitful  sophistry  ever  meet  so 
able  an  opposer.  (Nine  eheers  and  nine  plaudits.)  The  So- 
ciety for  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade,  (Three  cheers,  nine 
plaudits.)  Mr  Grattan, .  and  success  to  his  modification  of  the 
xTythe  Laws.  ( Three  cheers.)  The  Northern  Whig  Club 
The  Constitutional  Societies  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.— 
*The  Memory  of  John  Locke  ;  may  his  immortal  doctrine*  o*\ 
the  Subject  of  Government  universally  prevail !— The  Memo- 
ry of  Wm  Molyneaux.— The  Memory  of  Doctor  Franklin.-*- 
(Three  cheers  and  nine  plaudits.) — The  Memory  of  Monsieur 
Mirabeau.  The  Memory  of  Doctor  Price.  (?hree  cheers.) 
The  Memory  of  Dr  Jebh. 

After  spending  the  day  with  a  correct  degree  of  order  that  could  hardly 
be  expected  from  so  numerous  an  assemblage,  and  with  decent  festivity 
suitable  to  the  glorious  occasion  of  their  meeting,  the  whole  separated 
at  an  early  hour,  with  the  pleasing  consciousness  that  they  had  been 
celebrating  an  event  which  deserves  to  be  considered,  not  merely  as  the 
triumph  of  Frenchmen,  but  the  triumph  of  Human  Nature. 

In  consequence  of  a  judicious  regulation,  previously  published,  there 
were  neither  bonfires  nor  illuminations  at  night ;  it  having  been  the 
idea  of  the  town,  that  not  intemperate  joy,  but  dignified,  rational,  and 
deliberate  rejoicings  should  close  the  scene. 

The  spirit  which  animated  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast  is  strongly  mark- 
ed by  the  increase  of  armed  societies  ;  tfie  First  Company  having  turned 
out  on  this  occasion  93,  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company  91,  and  the 
^roop  of  Light^  Dragoons  15,  independently  of  a  number  of  gentlemen 
not  at  present  in  town.  The  warm  part  which  every  age,  sex,  and  des- 
cription of  the  inhabitants  took  in  the  business  of  the  day,  manifested 
fttelf  in  the  muititudQ  tb*t  attended  the  procession ;  the  number  of 
which  exceeded  any  ttfng  we  fed  ever  teen  in  this  to**'* 
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Declaration  of  the  Volunteers  and  Inhabitants  at  large  of  the  Town  and 
Neighbourhood  of  Belfast,  on  the  subject  of  the  French  Revolution  ; 
Unanimously  agreed  to  at  an  Assembly  tieid  by  Public  Notice,  on  the 
<      14th  of  July,  1791.— COLONEL  SHARMAN,  President. 

Neither  on  marble  nor  on  brass  can  the  Rights  and  duties  of  men  be 
ao  durably  registered  as  on  their  memories  and  on  their  hearts.  We, 
therefore,  meet  this  day  to  commemorate  the  French  Resolution,  tha£ 
the  remembrance  of  this  great  event  may  sink  deeply  into  our  hearts ; 
warmed  not  merely  with  the  fellow  feeling  of  townsmen,  but  with  a 
sympathy  which  binds  us  to  the  human  race  in  a  brotherhood  of  interest, 
of  duty,  and  of  affection. 

A  Revolution  of  such  moment  to  mankind,  involving  so  many  mil* 
lions,  embracing  so  great  a  country,  and  completed  in  so  short  a  time* 
is  apt  to  confound  and  perplex  by  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  and  the 
rapidity  of  its  motion.  We  therefore  think  it  best  to  attach  our  minds 
upon  one  simple  sublime  truth,  where  our  opinions  may  centre,  and  our 
judgments  find  stability.  We  are  men  of  plain,  and  w,e  hope,  sound 
understanding.  We  will  disentangle  ourselves  from  those  bewitching 
bonds  with  which  an  enticing-and  meretricious  eloquence  has  of  late 
vainly  endeavoured  to  tie  down  the  freedom  and  the  strength  of  Man- 
hood ;  and  neither  sophisticated  by  genius,  nor  rendered  miserable  by 
refinement  and  mystery,  we  will  think,  and  declare  our  thoughts— lie* 
as  politicians,  but  a&  Men,  as  Citizens,  and  as  Volunteers. 

As  men,  therefore,  we  think,  that  government  is  a  trust  for  the  use 
of  the  People — the  People,  in  the  largest  sense  of  that  misapprehended 
word.  We  think  that  the  public  weal  is  the  end  of  government,  and 
that  the  forms  of  government  arc  merely  ihe  mutable  means  for  obtain- 
ing this  end ;  means  that  may  be  changed  or  modelled  by  the  real  Will 
of  the  Public— a  will  supreme,*  pai  amount  to  all  other  authority. 

As  Citizens,  we  think  that  no  people  can  promise  unconditional  obe- 
dience ;  and  that  obedience  Itself  ceases  to  be  a  duty,  when  the  will  of 
the  People  ceases  to  be  the  Law  of  the  Land. 

As  Volunteers,  we  think  that  the  force  of  the  People  should  form  the 
guarantee  of  Freedom,  and  that  their  freedom  is  the  only  sure  guarantee- 
of  public  happiness. 

Here,  then,  we  take  our  stand,  and  if  we  be  asked,  what  is  the  French 
Revolution  to  us  ?  we  answer  ;~Much. 

2.  Much- -as  Men.— It  is  good  for  human  nature  that  the  grass  grows 
where  the  Rastile  stood.  We  do  rejoice  at  an  event  which  seemed  the 
breaking  of  a  charm  that  held  tenhrrsal  France  in  a  Bastile  of  civil  and  ' 
religious  bondage.  When  we  beheld  this  enormous  mishapen  pile  of 
abuses;  cemented  merely  by  custom,  and  raised  upon  t^e  ignorance  of  a 
prostrate  people,  tottering  to  its  base— to  the  very  level  of  equal  liberty 
and  common  weal,  we  do  really  rejoice  at  this  Resurrection  of  Human  t 
Nature ;  and  we  congratulate  our  brother,  Mah,  coming  forth  from  the 
vaults  of  ingenious  torture,  and  from  the  cave  of  death.    We  do  con- 
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gratulate  the  Christian  World  that  there  is  in  it,  one  great  Nation,  ' 
which  has  renounced  all  ideas  of  conquest,  and  has  published  the  first  glo- 
rious Manifesto  of  humanity,  of  union,  and  of  peace.  In  return,  we  pray  to 
God  that  peace  may  rest  in  their  land  ;  and  that  it  may  never  be  in  the 
power,  of  Royalty,  Nobility,' or  a  Priesthood,  to  disturb  the  harmony  of 
a  good  people,  consulting  about  those  laws  which  must  ensure  their  own  - 
happiness,  and  that  of  unborn  millions— The  French  Revolution  is 
therefore  much  to  us  as  men,  and  much  to  us, 

2.  As  IajSHMBii.  We  too  have  a  country,  and  we  hold  it  very  dean 
—so  dear  to  us  its  Interest,  that  we  wish  all  Civ^l^und  Religious  Intole- 
rance annihilated  in  this  land— so  dear  to  us  its  Honour,  that  we  wish 
an  eternal  stop  to  the  traffic  of  public  liberty,  which  is  bought  by  one 
and  sold  to  anotherr-so  dear  to  us  its  Freedom,  that  we  wish  for  nothing 
so  much  as  a  real  representative  of  the  national  vUl»  the  surest  guide  and 
guariian  of  national  happiness. 

Go  on  then-^Gureat  and  Gallant  People !— to  practise  the  subljme  philo- 
sophy of  your  legislation  ;  to  force  applause  from  nations  least  disposed 
to  do  you  justice ;  and  not  by  conquest,  but  by, the  omnipotence  of  rea- 
son, to  convert  and  liberate  the  World— a  world  whose  eyes  are  fixed  on 
you  ;  whose  heart  is  with  you ;  who  talks  of  you  with  all  her  tongues. 
You  are,  in  very  truth,  the  Ho**  of,  this  World :  of  all  except  a  few  men 
in  a  few  cabinets,  who  thought  the  human  race  belonged  to  them,  not 
they  to  the  human  race;  but  now  are  taught  by  awful  example,  and  ' 
tremble;  and  dare  not  vonfide  in  armies  arrayed  against  you  and  your 


Resolved,  unanimously. -*>Th&t  a  copy  of  this  Declaration  be  forthwith, 
transmitted,  in  our  name,  by  our  President,  to  the  National  Assembly  of 
France.-  v 

WILLIAM  SHARMAN,  President. 

Colonel  Sherman  having  left  the  chair,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Banks 
being  called  to  it: 

Resolved,  unanimously.— That  the  warmest  thanks  of  this,  assembly 
be  presented  to  our  President,  for  his  exemplary  conduct  on  this  and 
every  former  occasion,  as  a  Volunteer  and  an  Irishman*  • 

STEWART  BANKS. 

"  "  It  was  intended  at  the  celebration  of  the  French  Revolution  on  tho 
14th  July  1791,  at  Belfast,  to  introduce  a  collateral  resolution  m  favor 
of  admitting  the  Catholics  to  the  rights  of  citizenship;  which  was,  how- 
ever, withdrawn,  from  an  apprehension  thai  the  minds  of  those  present,- 
were  not  yet  fully  prepared  for  the  measure.  It  was  shortly  afterwards, 
received  and  adopted  by  the  First  Belfast  Volunteer  Company."  J£s» 
Neve*,  Fifitts  of  Irish  History,  p.  14. 

12  ' 
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Resolutions  of  the  Northern  Whig  Club  on  tub  Sub- 
ject of  tje  French  Revolution. 
At  a  foH  and  happy  Meeting  of  the  Northern  Whig  Cmw 
on  the  14th  July,  1791.;  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating 
the  French  Revolution,  which  promises  to  prove  as  con- 
sequential to  Man  as  it  is  splendid  in  his  Eyes/the  follow** 
ing  Resolutions  were  cordially  and  unanimously  agreed  to : 

JtefoJrei— That  as  we  have  beheld  with  jay  and  adoration,  the  wis- 
dom andmagnanimity  displayed  by  the  people  of  France*  ia  the  ooaaneace-* 
meat,  and  conduct  ofso  groat  and  necessary  aHt  rotation,  and  oft  the  most 
trying  occasions  in  the  course  of  it  i  We  pray  with  sincerity  of  heart 
for  the  speedy  and  happy  completion  of  the  stupendous  work  ;  and  tnar» 
as  they  are  already  entitled  to  the  respect  and  applause,  they  may  soon 
be  so  to  the  Gratitude  of  the  World,  for  leading  the  way.  to  an  universal' 
.  diffusion  of  liberty,  peace,  and  happiness. 

Resolved.— That  conceiving  the  civil  constitution  of  these  realms,  ia 
Its  pure  and  uncorrupted  state,  as  the  fittest  model  for  as  ;  we  aball  as* 
every  occasion  strenously  co-operate  ma  firm,  steady*  constitutional  way* 
with  all  the  lovers  of  it  (whom  we  call  upofc  for  their  vigorous  co-opera- 
tion,) in  bringing  about  a  fair  sn4  equal  Representation  of  the  People  uv 
Parliament ;  being  persuaded  than  nothing  father,  is  necessary  to  secure* 
and  advance  the  liberty,  the  virtue,  and  the  happiness  of  these  coun- 
tries ;  and  that  without  such,  reform  the  best  acts  and  regulations  of  the 
legislature,  however  helpful  and .  desirable  in  themselves,  must  ML 
short  of  the  attainment  of  those  vital  objects.      , 

THOMAS  MORRIS  JONES,  Chairman. 

TOASTS. 

The  14th  of  July;  1789,  when  Tyranny  received  a  deadly  \ 

blow  in  France,  by  the  gallant  storming  of  the  Castile.— The 

14th  of  July,  1790,  when  the  Liberty  of  France  began  to  bft 

•ecured  by  the  federation  in  the  Champ  de  Mars. — The  Nation. 

*nd  the  National  Assembly  of  France.—- A  speedy  settlement 

of  that  magnanimous  nation,  under  afree  and  pennanea*  c$n* 

atitution— The  memory  of  Dr  Price.— Thomas  Paine,  and  the- 

Rights  of  Man,-— James  MacJtifltosii,  and  his  Vindicte  Gallic©. 

The  Glorious  Memory  of  King  WtUiaisWffie  Bewk&ioa  at 
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1683  i  may  its  Wettings  be  perpetuated  and  improved.— Short 
Parliaments,  and  an  equal  Representation  to  the  People  of 
Ireland  and  Great  Britain— AH  those  who  sincerely  rejoice  ia 
*he  French  Revelation,  and  disappointment  to  its  enemies* — 
Peace  on  earth,  and  good  win  to  all  nten.'— The  Majesty  op 
the  People,  &c.  &e* 

The  anniversary  of  the  French  Revolution  was  also  cele- 
brated with  every  demonstration  of  joy  by  the  volunteers, of 
Doblin,  Clubs,  Societies,  &c.  in  Bally  money,  Banbridge,  Newry, 
Downpatrick,  Randalstown,  Dairy,  and  different  other  parts  of 
Iretedl 


Address  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Constitution,  at  Bourdeaux  ; 
to  the  Volunteers  aad  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  and  Environs  of  Bel- 
fast, in  Ireland. 

Fa/tftva  amb  Ba*T«Bf:w.—Yesy  generous  Irishmen !  receive  this  appel- 
lation Which  we  have  hitherto  granted  exclusively  to  Frenchmen,  true 
Mends  of  e*r  Constitution*  Heceive  it,  notwithstanding  the  distance 
which  separates  us  ;  the  difference  of  otor  idioms,  and  of  our  manner* 
Jften  inspired  by  a  love  of  the  humaft  kind,  and  the  spirit  of  liberty,  arc 
mutually  attracted,  however  distant  their  situations— there  is  nothing 
intermediate  between  them  were  they  placed  at  different  extremities  of 
iht  globe.  The  citizens  who  agreed  to  the  declaration  concluded  on  at 
Belfast  on  the  14th  July  1791,  are  then  all  our  Brothers  and  our  Friends. 

Your  Address,*  read  the  12th  of  this  month,  at  one  of  the  public  sit- 
tog*  of  our  society,  and  frequently  interrupted  by  universal  bursts  of  ap- 
plause, has  fiHed  our  soul*  with  sentiments  of  delight  ?  in  contemplating 
the  purity,  the  compels,  and  the  energy  of  your  maxims  respecting  the 
natural  and  political  Rights  of  Man.  We  fancied  we  beheld  the  standard 
of  liberty,  which  philosophy  at  tips  day  unfurls  in  every  past  of  Europe, 
arrested  in  its  progress  on  the  rocks  of  Ireland,  to  receive  the  new  ho- 
mage of  an  enlightened  people. 

The  truth  of  youfr  sentiments ;  the  depth  of  your  reflections ;  the  grace*  ' 
fUlness  of  your  expressions,  recalled  to  our  recollection  those  celebrated 
bards,  those  immortal  poets*  whom'  the  rage  of  the  tyrannous  Edward 
pursued  with  bis  most  cruel  persecution's,  to  stifle  the  voice  of  the  coun* 
try,  of  honour,  and  of  liberty. 

*  £eund  w  a  number  o(  the  Courier  de  L'Ewrope,  for  the  month  of  August* 
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France  has  given  the  signal  of  L  holy  insurrection  against  aU  prejudices, 
against  all  abuses,  against  all  illegitimate  authorities.  May  it,  as  yo* 
desire,  become  general  among  the  human  race  !  That  day,  friends  and 
brethren,  will  arrive,  when  the  different  potts  of  the  civilized  world  shall 
raise  together  their  eloquent  voice  ;  which,  like  that  of  Belfast,  shall  as- 
sert the  rights  of  the  People,  and  teach  them  to  recover  them  by  the  em- 
pire of  reason,  and  the  power  of  the  laws.  * 

Receive,  friends  and  brethren,  the  congratulations  and  thanks  of  a  free 
people,  transmitted  to  you,  through  ns,  as  their  organ  ;  for  the  example 
which  you  yourselves  lately  gave  to  the  universe.* 

We  congratulate  you  on  the  talents  displayed  in  the  exposition  of  yous 
principles,  respecting  the  nature  and  the'  end  of  government.    We  con- 
gratulate you  on  the  sagacity,  the  noble  freedom  with  which  you  have 
pointed  out  the  influence  of  the  French  Revolution  on  the  happiness  «f 
every  people.    We  congratulate  you  on  the  courage  with  which  you  force.  < 
.   tyrants  to  listen  to  expressions  of  that  lively  interest  whkh  you  take  in 
our  fate ;  to  hear  the  prayer  which  you  address  to  God,  that  he  may  pro- 
tect us  with  his  power ;  to  attend,  above  all,  to  the  ardent  vows  which 
you  have  offered  up  for  our  success.  In  fine,  we  congratulate  you,  brethren 
and  friends,  on  the  respect  whkh  you  have  shewn  to  the  National  Assem- 
bly of  France,  by  addressing  to  it  directly  your  Declaration.     Ah !  that 
you  could,  conceive  the  degree  in  which  that  brilliant  act  of  admiration 
lias  penetrated  our  souls  with  joy  and  gratitude :  that  you  could  conceive 
how  much  all  good  Frenchmen  are  touched,  honoured,  filled  with  noble  ' 
pride,  when  trey  behold  the  just  tribute  of  applause  (which  they  themselves 
mnceasirgly  offer  to  their  regenerative  aseembly ;)  passing  from  mouth  to 
mouth,  from  clime  to  clime— to  that  council  of  ftages,  who  thus  enjoy 
Beforehand  the  glory  with  which  posterity  will  crown  it !—  We  are, 

With  the  most  tender  affection. 
Friends  and  Brothers ; 
THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF  THE  FRIENDJ& 
OF  THE  CONSTITUTION,  AT  BQURDEAUX: 
At  Bourieaux,  HfA  August,  1T91, 
in  the  3d  Year  of  our  Liberty. 


LIBERTY  OR  DEATH! 
The' Friends  of  the  Constitution  of  France,  at  Nantes ;  to  the  Inhabitants 
and  Volunteers  of  the  Town  and  environs  of  Belfast: 

It  is  with  a  sentiment  of  the  most  profound  admiration,  of  the  most  inti- 
mate confidence,  that  the  society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Constitution,  at 
Nantes,  have  been  present  at  the  reading  of  your  Declaration,  inserted  h> 
(fee  lQUl  Number  of  the  Courier  de  U Europe*     , 

f  AJUUuling  t9  the  Ydlfltf**  Imtittttto 
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Yon  may  have  foreseen  to  what  degree  this  sublime  Declaration  renders 
7011  dear  to  the  French.  The  tributary  homage  it  offers  to  our  Revolution, 
~is  in  effect  glorious  for  us,  and  worthy  of  you.  Ah !  yea,  undoubtedly, 
to  free  nations  alone,  or  to  those  worthy  of  being  so,  belongs  the  honour 
of  celebrating  the  day,  for  ever  memorable,  on  which  twenty  -five  rofllioni 
of  men,  giving  a  glorious  example  to  subjected  people,  broke  the  fettert 
of  slavery ;  the  day  on  which  the  den  of  ministerial  vengeance  disappear* 
ed— that  tomb  of  the  living,  where  innocent  victims  were  sacrificed  to  the 
rage  of  despotism.  That  day,  in  a  word,  when,  resuming  the  sacred 
Rights  of  Man,  the  French  displayed  the  flag  of  liberty,  and  swore  to  live 
free  or  die.  ' 

Citizens  of  Belfast !  you  have  celebrated  that  triumph  of  the  human 
kind,  and  you  have  done  it  with  such  splendour,  as  renders  you  truly 
worthy  to  partake  of  the  hatred  with  which  we  are  honoured  by  crowned 
tyrants.  '    ' 

It  is  to  the  National  Assembly,  or  rather  to  the  French  nation  thai 
you  have  paid  the  homage  0/  your  sentiments— it  discerns  in  your  Decla- 
ration the  honour  itonerits,  that  of  immortality.    Yes,  men  worthy  of 
'  liberty,  your  declaration  is  immortal* 

It  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  latest  posterity ;  and  we  swear  to  preserve 
.     it  in  our  archives,  as  the  most  precious  monument  and  pledge  of  the  glory 
m£  the  French.  1 

N.KTia,  18th  August,  1791. 

August  1. — Twenty-seven  corps  of  Volunteers  werereviewed 
on  the  commons  of  Armagh  by  Colonel  James  Stewart  of  KiU 
-  lymobn.  The  Belfast  volunteers  attended  on  this  occasion, 
viz.  the  Belfast  Troop,  uniform,  Blue  and  Silver — 1st  Com- 
pany, Green  and  Gold — Ditto  Artillery, /two  6-pounders,  Blue 
mid  Gold-— Volunteer  Company,  and  Artillery,  two  6-pounders, 
Blue  and  Gold.  An  address  was  voted  to  LQrd  Charlemont* 
(then  residing  at  Bath)  signed  "by  Waddell  Cunningham,  chair- 
man, to  which  his  Lordship  was  pleased  to  letum  an  answer 
expressing  his  "  misfortune  in  having  been  compelled  to  absent 
liimself  at  a  time  when  hi*  inclination  and  his  duty  both  equally 
demanded  his  attendance."  "  Respecting  the  salutary  and 
important  measure  of  a  more  equal  representation  of  the  people 
in  parliament,  my  sentiments  (says  his  Lordship,)  remain  perm 
jtctly  unaltered,  and  I  am  happy  to  find,  that  you  steadily  persist 
{p  your  desire  of  an  object  by  tht>  attainment  of  which  our 
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constitution  will  be  perfected,  and  which,  like  all  our  other 
objecta,  will  in  my  opinion,  JinaUy  be  attained  by  perseveraacc, 
firmness,  and  moderation  ;  and  I  need  not,  lam  convinced, 
intreat  you  to  be  assured  that  I  will  at  ail  times  strenuously 
co-operate  in  every  loyal  and  constitutional  means  towards  pro- 
moting a  measure  by  which,  as  you  will  observe,  the  form  of 
government  under  whidi  we  live,  wHl  be  rendered  the  mdst 
lasting  and  tht  most  favored  under  Heaven. 

UNITED  IRISHMEN. 
In  the  month  of  October,  this  year,  the  first  society  of 
United  Irishmen  was  constituted  in  Belfast.  Their  ostensible 
object  was  to  procure  "a  complete  reform  in  the  legislature, 
founded  on  a  communion  of  righto,  and  a  union  of  power, 
*mong  Irishmen  of  every  religious  persuasion.'9— But  projects 
of  a  more  dangerous  nature  appear  to  have  been  entertained  bj 
the  leaders — the  entire  separation  of  this  country  from  England, 
*ftd  the  erection  of  a  democratical  commonwealth  in  its  place. 
The  following  are  the  Declaration  and  Resolutions  of 
this  society  at  its  first  institution  in  this  town  :— 

In  the  present  great  sera  of  reform*  when  unjust  governments  axe  fall- 
ing in  every  quarter  of  Europe;  when  religious  persecution  is  compelled 
to  abjure  her  tyranny  over  conscience ;  when  the  rights  of  men  are  ascer- 
tained in  theory,  and  that  theory  substantiated  by  practice  ;  when  anti- 
quity can  no  longer  defend  absurd  and  oppressive  forms  against  the  com- 
mon sense  and  common  interests  of  mankind  ;  when  all  government  is, 
acknowledged  to  originate  from  the  people,  and  to-  be  so  mr  only  obli- 
gatory us  it  protects  their  rights  and  promotes  their  watfase ;— we  thinfc 
it  our  duty,  as  Irishmen,  to  come  forward,  and  state  what  we  feel  to  be 
our  heavy  grievance,  and  what  we  know  to  be  its  effectual  remedy. 

We  have  ko  National  Go  yew**  em* — we  are  ruled  by  Englishmen, 
and  the  servants  of  Englishmen,  whose  object  is  the  interest  of  another 
country,  whose  instrument  is  corruption,  and  whose  strength  is  the  weak* 
i*ess  of  Ireland ;  and  these  men  have  the  whole  of  the  pbwe*  and  patro- 
nage of  the,  country  as  means  to  seduce  and  to  subdue  the  honesty  and 
the  spirit  of  her  representatives  in  the  legislature.  Such  an  extrinsic 
power,  acting  with  uniform  force  in  a  direction  too  frequently  opposite 
to  the  true  line  of  our  obv  ious  interests,  can  be  resisted  with  etfect  solely 
iff  unanimity  ifccw^H  and  spirit  &  the  yccyff ,r~quftW<M»  wktcfr  may  be 
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exerted  most  legally,  constitutionally,  and  efficaciously,  by  that  great  - 
measure  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  freedom  of  Ireland— AN  EQUAL 
REPRESENTATION  OF  ALL  THE  PEOPLE*  IN  PARLIAMENT. 

We  da  net  bare  mention  as  grievances,  the  rejection  of  a  place-bill* 
of  a  pension-bill,  of  a  responsibility  bill,  the  sale  of  peerages  in  one  house*, 
the  corruption  publicly  avowed  in  the  other,  nor  the  notorious  infamy  or* 
borough  traffic  between  both ;  not  that  we  are  insensible  of  their  enor-  ' 
nitty,  but  that  we  consider  them  as  nut  symptoms  of  that  moitaldisease 
wfcioh  corrodes  the  vitals  of  our  constitution*  and  leaves  to  the  people* 
in  their  own  government,  but  the  shadow  of  a  name* 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  we  have  agreeo)  to  form  an  associ- 
ation, to  be  called  THE  SOCIETY  OF  UNITED  IRISHMEN  ;  and  w* 
vdo  pledge  ontseKea  to  our  country,  and  mutually  to  each  other,  that  we 
will  steadily  support,  and  endeavour  by  all  due  mean*  to  .carry  into  effect/ 
the  fallowing  Resolutions—  ' 

Finttt  Jfesofooi.— That  the  weigqt  of  Enghsh  influence  in  the  govern-^ 
ment  of  this  country  is  so  great  as  to  require  a  cordial  union  among  aH[ 
#e  jMopfe*/  Ireland  to  maintain  that  balance  which  is  essential  to  the 
the  preservation  of  our  liberties,  and  the  extension  of  our  commerce. 

&eo«4— Thot  the  sole  constitutional  mode  by  which  this  influence 
nan  be  opposed,  ia  by  a  complete  and  radical  reform  of  the  representation 
wf  the  people  in  parliament. 

Third^JTbtLt  no  reform  is  practicable,  efficacious,  or  just,  which  shall 
not  include  Instate*  of  every  religious  persuasion. 

Satisfied,  as  we  are,  that  the  intestine  divisions  among  Irishmen  have 
too  often  given  encouragement  and  impunity  to  profligate,  audacious, 
ancl  corrupt  administrations  in  measures  which,  but  for  these  divisions 
they  durst  not  have  attempted ;  we  submit  our  resolutions  to  the  nation, 
as  the  basis  of  our  political  faith. 

We  have  gone  to  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  root  of  the  evil ;  we  have' 
stated  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  remedy.— With  a  parliament  thus  re» 
.  formed,  every  thing  is  easy :  without  \i  nothing  can  be  done.  And  we 
do  call  on  and  most  earnestly  exhort  our  countrymen  in  general  to 
follow  our  example,  and  to  form  similar  societies  in  every  quarter  oi 
the  kingdom  for  the  promotion  of  constitutional  knowledge,  the  abolition 
of  bigotry  in  religion  and  politics,  and  the  equal  distribution  of  the  rights 
of  men  through  all  sects  and  denominations  of  Irishman-  The  people, 
when  thus  collected,  will  feel  their  own  weight,  and  secure  that  power 
wJiieh  theory  has  already  admitted  as  their  portion,  and  to  which,  if 
they  be  not  aroused  by  their  present  provocations  to  vindicate  it,  they' 
deserve  to  forfeit  their  pretensions  FOR  EVER ! 

Wpud  If  eisisr  aftU  Stcktg  o/Umted  Irishman  of  #clfa$t, 

ROBERT  SIMMS,  Secretary. 
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November  4.—RBSOUJTIONS  OP  THE-  NORTHERN  WHIG  CLUB, 
.IN  FAVOUR  OF  REFORM. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Northern  Whig  Club,  held  at  Belfast 
tin  the  4th  of  November,  1791*  the  following  Resolutions  were 
unanimously  agreed  to, 

Gilbert  Webster,  Esq.  in  the  Chair; 
ReBobtd.    That  the  great  foundation  and  security  of  toe  British  Con* 
Miration,  sosjdmirable  in  description,  and  so  much  vaunted  even  in  its 
actual  state  is,  the  Pcmer'oft&e  Punt  resting  with  the,  People* 
*  J?Moiw*f.— That  Ireland's  right  to  that  constitution  cannot  be  disputed, 
nor  of  course  her  right  to  that  foundation  and  security.     » 

Jfcsofotd— That  the-  People  cannot  be  said  to  retain  the  Power  of  the 
Purse,  while  the  grants  and  disposal  of  their  money  vest  in  a  body  where 
neither  the  wisdom  nor  the  will  of  the  people* are  deposited ;  a  great  ma* 
joiity  of  that  body  being  nominated  by  the  executive  power,  and  an 
aristocracy.  , 

J?etoZued.— That  an  Effectual  Reform  of  Parliament  is  the  only  thing; 
which  can  give  to  Ireland  the  blessings  of  a  free  constitution. 

Resolved  therefore.— That  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  take  every  oppor- 
tunity of  inculcating  these  truths,  and  enforcing  this  most  vital  measure  % 
and  of  calling  on  every  other  WHio^and  Constitutiokal  Sociitt,  to 
•  apeak  out  on  this  point ;  and  not  only  to  speak,  but  to  make  every  proper 
exertion  to  effectuate  such  necessary  Reform  ?  and  we  call  upon  ALL  re- 
flecting Irishmen,  to  turn  their  thoughts  on  the  best  means  of  attaining 
this  paramount  and  indispensable  object— being  apprehensive  that  with- 
out such  Reform,1  when  the  minds  of  Irishmen  are  fully  awakened  (their 
eyes  are  already  opened,)  they  may  refuse  to  submit  to  taxes  imposed  on 
them  without  their  consent,  and  squandered  with  a  shameless  andcorrupfr 
profusion,  to  the  further  disgrace  and  detriment  of  the  nation* 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  Roscom- 
mon and  its  vicinity,  held  the  5tb  of  December,  1791, 
John  Fallon,  Esq.  of  Runrrymede,  in  the  Chair, 

It  was  resolved  unanimously  to  send  the  following  Address 

to  the  volunteers  of  Belfast  t  < 

Gkhtlexbh.— - We  should  think  it  a  great  omission,  not  to  return  yam 
eur  warmest  thanks  for  your  very  liberal  declaration  in  favour  of  general 
liberty  and  universal  toleration— our  peculiar  situation,  in  this  our  native 
country,  requires  this  particular  mark  of  our  gratitude.  Long  scourged 
with  penal  laws,  and  long  aspersed  with  holding  principles  inimical  to 
our  country  and  our  fellow-smbjects  1  we  should  remain  to  persons  less 
enlightened,  objects  *>f  neglect— to  persons  leSB  liberal,  objects  for  oppres- 
sion. Our  animosities  are-buried  with  the  bones  of  our  ancestors;  and 
•or  warmest  wish  and  our  hope  i^that^they  shall  be  buried  for  ever. 
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Should  sentiments  like  yours  universally  prevail,  our  hope  would  be 
reduced,  to  a  certainty  :  in  the  acquisition  of  the  affections  of  our  fellow- 
subjects,  we  obfjun  a  species  of  freedom ;  and  imagine  we -are  sending    ' 
you  the  thanks  of  a  people  half  liberated,  which  we  are  certain  are  to  yiu 
the  more  acceptable.        ■     i 

We  look  forward  t/ith  pleasure  to  the  day  when  we  expect,  to  be,'  with 
the'  approbation  of  our  fellow-subjects  of  all  descriptions,  admitted  to  the 
lights  c!f  citizens,  as  well  as  to  their  esteem.       ,  .     . 

JOHN  FALLPK,  dfiurmaii. 
NORT  HEN  STAR- 

On  the  4th  of  January,  179&  wa*  published  the  First  Num- 
ber  of  the  Northern  Star,— a  Publication  conspicuous  in  the  an- 
"iidls  of  Ireland,  and  the  object  of  which  was  avowedly  to 
advocate  the  cause  of  the  Society  of  United  Irishmen.     In  its 
preliminary  Address  to  THE  PfcoftftV  it  declares  that  its  atteo* 
Itibh  will  chiefly  te  turned,  to  a  Parliamentary  Reform  founded 
on  a  real  representation  of  the  People,  and  to  the  Union  of 
Irishmen.—"  To  Ine  forme*  object,  its  efforts  Will  continue  to 
be  exerted  until  the  venal  borough  trade  shall  terminate,—  ' 
until  corruption  shall  no  longer  at  least  be  publicly  avowed, 
find  ntttil  the  commons  house  of  Parliament  shall  become  ~  the 
real  Organ  of  the  Public  wiu*  ;  then,  and  then  only,  sh$l    ' 
the  labours  of  the  Northern  Star  in  this  great  national  business 
J£eSse.*   The  Public  tVitt  our  Guide  ,•  The  PublickGood  our  En*\ 
continued  to  be  its  motto*  till  its  final  dissolution. 
,     Encouraged  by  the  flattering  appearance  of  popular  opinion 
which  prevailed  at  this  period,  the  Romap  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land began  to  entertain  hopes,  that  there  was  some  chance  of 
*n  amelioration  in  their  political  situation.     The  Extent  of  their 
claims  on  the  legislature,  appear  at  first  to  have  been  confined 
.  to  the  abolition  of  "  Some  of  the  incapacities  under  which  they 
Jtftoured,  andttie  concessions  of  the  electivk  franchise  "  biit 
they  did  not  long  remain  satisfied  with  the  acquisition  of  these 
objects*    the  efforts  of  the  majority  it  the  protestant    inha* 
bitants  of  this  town,  were,  at  this  period,  unremittingly  ev- 
erted in  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholic,  deoi&ds*  and  .their 
proceeding!  on  this  head  are  here /presented  to  the  reader. 
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January  1 9.— Resolutions  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of 

Belfast. 
At  a  numerous  and  respectable  Meeting  of  the  Catholics  of 
Belfast  and  its  district : 

The  Rev.  Hugh  O'Donnell,  P.  P.  in  the  Chair, 
The  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to:   • 

Resolved.— That  the  hitherto  peaceable  demeanor  of  the  Catholics 
'  of  Isyland,  must  give  the  Legislature  the  roost  unequivocal  proof  of 
thtir  Loyalty  to  his  Majesty,  obedience  to  laws,  a  nd  attachment  to 
the  constitution  of  the  realm. 

Resolved— That  the  general  Committee  of  the  Catholics  of  Dublin, 
deputed  as  they  are  by  the  general  voice  of  our  body  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom  is,  and' ought  to  be,  the  only  organ  through  which  our 
opinions  can  be  declared,  and  through  which  our  sentiments  can  or 
ought  to  be  made  known ;  and  we  solicit  that  Committee  of  Friendl 
and  Patriots  in  the  cause  of  our  emancipation,  to  accept  our  sincere 
and  warmest  thanks,  for  their  zeal  in  supporting  our  cause,  by  humble 
application  to  the  Legislature  in  our  behalf. 

Resolved  ^-Th&t  we  detest  and  hold  in  abhorrence  any^  individul, 
however  exalted  his  rank  qr  situation,  who  steps  forward  with  insidious 
zeal  and  untrue  fabrications,  to  represent  us  as  a  divided  people,  in- 
different, to  that  degree  of  emancipation  which  the  general  Committee 
are  constitutionally,  and  we  trust  not  ineffectually, ,  soliciting  from  Go- 
vernment ;  and  well  knowing  that  our  sect  entertain  no  principles  hos- 
tile to  the  Constitution,  we  hold  in  abhorrence  the  sentiments  set  forth 
in  a  late*  Address,  "  that  any  circumstances,  or  situation  of  the  empire 
should  render  the  repeal  of  all  penal  statutes  dangerous  or  impolitic 

RtsolveA—ThaX  as  some  doubts  may  still  exist,  from  malignant 
insinuations  having  gone  forth,  that  our  worthy  protectant  brethren 
of  Ulster,  (who  have  lately  so  distinguished  themselves  by  forming 
the  Societies  of  United  Irishmen ;  by  their  proceedings  at  the  late 
Town  Meeting  and  by  other  public  acts  in  our  favour)  are  not  sincere 
in  their  expressions,  as  set  forth  in  their  liberal  declarations,  we  cheer 
fully  stand  forward  to  assert,  that  such  insinuations  are  groundless,  and 
void  of  truth  ;  and  that  we  with  great  pleasure  contemplate  that  true 
apirit  of  Christianity  which  produces  the  harmony,  brotherly  love,  and 
affection  subsisting  among  us. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Meeting, 

HUGH  O'DONNELL,  Chairman 

January  23:— RESOLUTIONS  OP  THE  THIRD  SOCIETY  OP 
UNITED  IRISHMEN  AT  BELFAST  . 

At  a  meeting  of  the  3d  Society  of  United  Irishmen  of  Bel- 
fast, on  the  3d  of  January,  1792 
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Resolved,  unanimously.— That  We  adopt  the  following  as  the  engage- 
ment of  our  plighted  faith  to  our  country  and  to  each  other,  to  be  sub- 
scribed by  every  member  on  his  admission,  viz.— We  pledge  ourselves  to 
©ur  country  and  to  each  other,  .that  we  will  steadily  support,  and  endea- 
vour, by  aH  due  means,  to  carry  Into  effect  the  following  Resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved. — "That  the  weight  of  English  influence  in  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country,  is  so  great  as  to  require  a  cordial  union  among  all 
the  people  ef  Ireland,  to  maintain  that  balance  whieh  is  essential  to  the 
preservation  of  our  liberties,  and  the  extension  of  our  commerce. 

2.  Resotyed—**  That  the  sole  constitutional  mode  by  which  this  in- 
fluence can  be  opposed,  is  a  complete  and  radical  Jteforni  of  the  represen- 
tation of  the  people  in  parliament. 

3.  "  That  no  Reform  is  practicable*  efficacious,  and  just,  which  shall 
opt  include  Irishmen  of  every  religious  persuasion.  ' 

(§igoed  by  order,) 

ALEXANDER  WATT 

To  the  Principal  Inhabitants  hfthe  Town  of  Belfast.  N 

Gentlwen.— As  men,  and  as  Irishmen,  we  have  long  lamented  the 
degrading  state  of  .slavery  and  oppression  in  which  the  great  majority" 
of  our  countrymen,  the  Roman  Catholics,  are  held— nor  have  we  la- 
mented it  in  silence.  We  wish  to  see  all  distinctions  on  account  of  re- 
ligion abolished-r-all  narrow,  partial  maxims  of  policy  done  away.  W 
anxiously  wish  to  see  the  day  when  every  Irishman  shall  be  a  citizen— • 
when -Catholics  and  Protestants,  equally  interested  in  their  country!* 
welfare,  possessing  equal  freedom  and  equal  privileges,  shall  be  cordially 
united,  and  shall  learn  to  look  upon  each  other  as  brethren,  the  children 
of  .the  snme  God,  the  natives  of  the  same  land-~and  when  the  only 
strife  amongst  them  shall  be,  who  shall  serve  their  country  best.  These 
Gentlemen,  axe  our  sentiments,  and- these  we. are  convinced  are  yours. 

We  therefore  request  a  general  meeting  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
at  the  Town-house,  on  Saturday  next,  at  noon,  to  consider  of  the 
propriety  of  a  petition  to  parliament,  in  favour  of  our  Roman  Catholic 
brethren. 


2fe#hrf,  Jan.  23,  1792. 


We  are,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servants, 


Hobert  Thompson,         Thomas  Neilson,  Robert  Getty, 

Thomas  Siridaire,  Thomas  McDonnell,       James  Hyndman, 

Bobert  Simms,  Robert  Hunter,  .  Robert  Major, 

Cfflbert  M^llveen,  Jun.  Thomas  JVTCabe,  Walter  Crawford* 

Thomas  MiUiken,  William  Martin,  Samuel  M«  Murray, 

*U»uel  Neilson  James  M«Conofcfck  Thomas  Brown, 
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Samuel  M'Tier 
Hugh  M*Ilwain, 
William  M'Cleary, 
William  Tennent, 
William  Magee, 
William  Simms, 
Robert  CallwcU, 
Hugh  Montgomery, 
John  M*Donnell, 
Henry  Haslett, 
David  Bigger, 
John  Haslett^ 


James  Luke, 
James  M'Kain, 
Hamilton  Thompson, 
Hugh  Johnston, 
Christopher  Strong, 
George  Wells, 
James  Stephenson, 
Samuel  M'Clean, 
John  Graham, 
William  Bryaon, 
John  Tisdall, 
Hugh  Crawford  >' 


John  Bankhead, 
Isaac  Patton, 
J.  Campbell  White* 
J.  S.  Ferguson, 
John  Todd 
Richard  M'Clelland, 
John  M'Connell, 
John  M«&ean, 
Andrew  M<£tean, 
Thomas  Ash, 
John  Caldwell, 


January  28.— BELFAST  MEETING  ON  TUB  ROMAN  CATHOLIC 
QUESTION. 

In  consequence  of  the  requisition  (page  S6$y  a  numerous 
vssetobly  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  the  New  Meeting 
House,  and  (the  Rev.  Sinclaire  Kelburn  being  called  to  the 
^hair)  Mr  John  Holmes,  after  a  prefatory  speech  in  favour  of 
a  liberation  of  the  Roman  Catholics  from  the  system  of  pe- 
nal laws,  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  special  committee 
in  order  to  prepare  a  petition  to  parliament  in  behalf  of  their 
Roman  Catholic  brethren ;— and  further,  that  it  should  be  an 
instruction  to  that  committee,,  to  make  the  following  words 
the  prayer  of  the  petition,  the  preamble  and  body  of  the  pe- 
tition to  be  modelled  according  to  the  spirit  and  meaning  of 
tlie  prayer  :— 

"  We  therefore  pray,  that  the  legislature  maiy  be  pleased  to 
repe&\, from  time  to  time,  and  as  speedily  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  whole  kingdom  wtVl-  permit,  all  penal  and  restrictive 
statutes  at  present  in  existence  against  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland ;  and  that  they  may  thus  be  restored  to  the  rank 
and  consequence  of  citizens,  in  every  particular.'* 
x  >  This  motion  was  seconded  by  Dr  Halidajr.  Mr  John 
Thomson,  moved  that  the  words  in  the  prayer  of  the  petition, 
marked  in  Italics,  should  be  expunged,  in  winch  he  was  se- 
conded by  Dr  White,  Robert  Getty,  M*rdwt,;  and  Dr 
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ifyf  VQpjinel].  This  motion  was,  on  the  other  side,  opposed  by 
Br  Bruce  and  Dr  Haitfay,  who  contended  that  "  the  influ* 
$nce  of  .the  priesthood  «^;  the  minds  of  the  laity  must  be 
considerably  reduced,  bef&re  we  could  with  truth  say,  that  an 
^tension  to  all.thejr.  body,  of  elective  franchise,  would  en- 
$ref&e  the  virtual  hasi$  of  election.* 

On  the  question  for  expunging  being  put,  It  was  carried  by 
9  very  considerable  majority.     A  motion  was  then  made  by 
Mr  Joy,  that  "  it  was  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the 
Soman  Catholic  clergy  and  laity  to  make  a  solemn  declaration  ' 
fof  their  religious  principles,  as  far  as  they  were  connected 
with  civil  and  political  liberty/'  which  passed  unanimously. 
Feeling  some  apprehensions  that  their  real  sentiments  should 
be  misunderstood,  the  minority  at  the  above  meeting  pub* 
fehed  a  declaration  on  the  30th  of  January,  in  which  they 
fitate  that  the  only  point  of  difference  between  them  and  the 
BiaJQrjty,  was,   whether  the  entire  enfranchisement  of  the 
Roman  Catholics, ,  including  suffrage  at  elections,  should  be 
immediate  or  progressive— ■««  from  time  to  time,  anti  a$  speedily 
*s  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  the  general  welfare  or* 
the  whole  kingdom  will  permit/'— Signed  by  William  Bristow, 
Sovereign ;,  Waddel  Cunningham,  Henry  Joy,  John  Ashmore, 
Cunningham  Gregg,  Narcissus  Batt,  Samuel  H.  Batt,  James 
Ferguson,  Charle?  Brett,  Christopher  Hudson,  James  M'Adam, 
John  Gregg,  Joseph  Stevenson,  Thomas  Lyle,  James  Suffers, 
a\nd  nearly  250  others. 

February  1.— A  third  Society  of  United  Irishmen  was  c^« 
tablished  in  this  town. 

February  4.— -The  Rev.  S.  Kelburn,  chairman  of  the  late 
Towa  Meeting,  received  a  letter  from  Edward  Byrne,  Chair- 
man of  the;  General  Committee  or  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  assuring  him  "  of  the  deep  sense  which  the  General 
Comjnjttee  feel  of  the  obligations  they  owe  to  Mr  Kelburn* 
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and  their  worthy  fellow-citizens  of  Belfast,  for  the  marks  of 
kindness  which  they  hare,  on  fotroer  occasions,  received  from 
him,  and  particularly  for  the  petition  which  they  had  lately 
determined  to  present  to  parliament  in  their  behalf— "  The 
object  of  their  present  application  to  parliament,"  is  stated  in 
his  letter  to  be  "  a  partial  admission  only  to  the  rights  of  free 

subjects." 

Feb.  8.— The   Petition  from  Belfast  in  favour  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics,  signed  by  more  than  600  persons  was  present* 
cd  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  Rt  fyn*  John  O'Neill.   The 
question  being  put  that  the  petition  be  received,   was  carried 
with  the  single  negative  of  Sir  Boyle  Roche,  with  singular 
intemperance  of  language,  who  declared  that  "  it  was  an  airy 
fabric  raised  upon  a  sandy  foundation,  and  had  for  its  base 
fraud  and  deceit,'  as  it  means  the  very  reverse  of  what  it  pw- 
fesses.    It  brings  to  my  recollection  a  latin  passage,  which  ia 
mind  is  very  suitable  to  it,— ZYwteo  Danaos  el  domsjermiesi 
I  remember  said  he,  that  in  the  year  1778  when  the  first  biB 
for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  came  before  tbishduse> 
that  the  Subscribers  to  the  present  petition  instructed  tbdlf 
representatives  to  oppose  them  in  all  cases.    But  when  the 
business  came  on,  and  they  found  that  the'  old  Protestant  &• 
miiies  were  determined  to   support  the  suffering  part  of  the 
people,  they  changed  their  ground,  (as  they  saw  they  could 
not  oppose  with  effect,)  and  had  immediate  recourse  to  stra- 
tagem, by  endeavouring  in  every  way  in  their  power  to  debauch 
the  iower  order  of  the  Catholics,  settled  among  them. ,  For 
this  purpose  they  went  to  "mass  with  them,  built  chapels  for 
them,  anil  mixed  with  them,  through  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom, for  the  mere  purpose  of  corrupting  them.     The  first 
meeting  held  at  Dungannon,  was  upon  that  ground,  as  well 
as  the  next  held  in  Dublin  in  1783— meetings  disgraceful  to 
this  country.     At  that  critical  period,  it  is  very  well  know 
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that  your  petitioners  gave  every  aid  and  support  possible  to  the 
American  colonies  then,  in  rebellion  against  their  mother  coun* 
try;  and  if  fame  tells  truth,  had  entered  into  a  solemn  en- 
gagement with  them  tc>  raise  disturbances  here  to  favour 
the  enterprise. 

M  Now  the  question  is,  whether  we  will  receive  the  insidious 
petition  of  a  turbulent,  disorderly  set  of  people,  whom  no 
King  can  govern,  or  no  God  can  please,  or  whether  we  shall 
treat  it  with  its  merited  contempt !  For  my  part,  I  call  upon 
yon  to  dispose  of  it  as  it  deserves,  by  tossing  it  over  the  bar, 
and  kicking  it  into  the  lobby  :  and  I  am  determined  to  di- 
vide the  bouse  upon  it,  even  if  I  should  stand  alone  in  ao 
,  just  a  cause."  I !    (Pari.  Reg.  Vol.  XII.  p.  85.) 

Feb.,  20.— Mr  Latbuche  moved,  that  the  petition  from 
the  Society  of  the  United  Irishmen,  of  Belfast,  should  be  re- 
jected.   The  question  was  put,  and  the  petition  rejected  Vith* 
2  pr  $  negatives,     (Pari  Beg.  p.  231.^ 

March  8.— -At  the  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the  Constitu- 
tion at  Bourdeaux,  the  following  sentiments  were  expressed 
by  the  president^  when  speaking  of  the  Volunteers  of  Belfast 
"  And  can  we  forget  you,  ye  generous  volunteers  of  Belfast, 
who  were  among  the  fiist  that  sent  your  vows  to  heaven  for 
eur  success."— (Northern  Star,  April  7, 1792J 

March  12 .—The  election  of  a  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  the 
County  of  Antrim,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Rowley,  (advanced  to 
the  peerage)  took  place  at  Carrickfergus,  when  no  candidate 
appearing  orr  the  hustings  in  opposition  to  Edward  Jones 
Agnew,  the  sheriff  declared  that  gentleman  duly  elected.  After 
the  election,  Mr  Agnew  (who  had  previously  taken  the  test 
formerly  approved  of  by  the  county,*)  congratulated  the  free- 

t  See  page,  The  third  clause  of  the  Test  of  1790  is  thus 

altered  in  the  present  one,—**  A  BUI  for  procuring  an  adequate  repre- 
sentation of  the  people,  and  the  Abolishing  of  the  rottta  boroughs  i» 
Utis  kingdom." 


S«8  THE  HISTOftY  OF  BELFAST;  [ffMt 


holders  on  this  fourth  victory  of  the  Independent  interest.** 
[alluding  to  the  elections  of  1776.  1783,  17£K>,  and  1792/J 

The  Committee  of  the  Independent  Interest  having  accom- 
panied Mr  Agnew  the  ensuing  day  to  Belfast,  entertainod  him 
there  at  dinner,  where  a  very  respectable  number  of  the  in- 
habitants attended.  The  following  toasts  were  given  by  Mr 
Agnew,  beside  a  number  of  others  by  Mr  Morris  Jones,  their 
chairman.— The  Independent  Interest  of  the  County  of  An- 
trim, may  it  ever  be  as  successful  as  it  has 'been  on  the  four 
last  occasions.— -May  the  principles  of  the  Test  of  the  County 
of  Antrim  become  the  law  of  the  land.  By  Mr  MlMaku*i 
the  test-taker,— A  speedy  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 
This  last  toast,  and  General  Washington,  were  drank  with 
cheers: 

Belfast  Soman  catholic  tokfiTifrs. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Belfast  and  its  vicinity,  held  at  Mr  Hugh  Uoweli's, 
<m  tne  tfth  of  Apnl,  1792  ; 

Mr  James  Mooney,  in  the  Chair. 

Resolved,  unanimously.— That  the  Declaration  of  the.  General  Com- 
mittee of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  is  strictly  conformable  with 
our  principles  as  Christians  and  Catholics,  agreeable  to  the  tenets  of  the 
faith  we  have  rriaintained,  and  that  we  will  ever  adWeHto  them. 

Resolved,  unanimously.— -That  we  solemnly  declare  we  have  never 
"harboured  opinions  inimical  to  the  civil,  religious,  or  political  liberty  of 
friankind  $  particularly  of  our  fellow-subjects  of  a  different  persuasion. 

Resolved,  unanimously. — That  so  far  from  entertaining  the  most  di*. 
tant  thought  of  disturbing  the  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  by  unsettling 
the  landed  property  thereof,  our  highest  ambition  is  to  participate  in 
;  the  constitution  of  our  country  ;  and  we  do  most  heartily  concur  in  a. 
solemn  declaration,  that  we  never  will  join  in  any  aitemptto  overthrow 
the  Protestant  government  of. Ireland*  , 

Resolved,  unanimously  —  That  the  thanks  of*  this  meeting  be  given  to 
the  General  Catholic  Committee,  for  their  steady,  manly,  and  constitu- 
tional proceedings,  in  their  application  to  the  legislature  ;  and  we  intreat 
they  may  persevere  until  their  efforts  be  crowned  with  success. 

Resolved,  unanimously.— Thbt  the  sincerest  and  riiosfc  grateful,  thanks 
•f  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  virtuous  and  enlightened  members  of  the 
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legislature,  whtf  supported  with, their  nnri  vailed  abilities,  the  petition  of 
three  million*  of his  Majesty's  faithfiil  subjects,  in  order  to  restore  them 
to  their  long  lost  rights;  and  to  obtain*  for. them  a  participation  in  the 
•cale  of  government,  with  the  minority  of.  their  fellow-subjects. 

'  ft&ofvtdy  unanimously'.— -That  the  warmest  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
given  to  .William  Todd  Jones,  and  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  Esqre.  for 
their  laborious  and  unwearied  exertions,  to  rescue  the  character  of  the 
urthapjfy  Catholics  from  the  aspersions  of  malevolent  and  ~bigotted  par- 
tisans ;  arid  for  their  uniform  telnor  of  conduct  to  restore  the  injured 
Catholic  to  the  state  that  God  and  Nature  designed  hftn  for.    . 

Meatlved,  unanimously* — That  "  while  memory  holds  her  seat,"  we 
enaH  never  forget'  the*  glorious   and  philanthropic  effort  our  fellow-  ' 
citizens  made  on  the  28th  of  January  last,  in  being  the  first  Protestant, 
body  in.  the  kingdom  who  evinced  that  they  felt  for  the  sufferings  of 
their  Catholic  brethren,  by  presenting  a  petition  in  their  behalf  to  the' 
legislature ;  add  they  are  hereby  requested  to  &tep t  of  the  warm  effu*   , 
aions  of  hearts  overflowing  with  gratitude  for  the  same.' 

,  JAMES  MOONEY. 

Mr  Mooney  having- left  the  Chair,  and  Mr  Heylatrd  having  taken  it*. 

Resolved.— That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Mr  Mooney 
far  his  praiseworthy  conduct  in  the  Chair. 

CHARLES  tfEYLAND. 

April,  2.— A  detafehrnent  of  thfe  Belfast  first  volunteer*  com» 
pany,  with  one  of  the  company*  field  pieces,  marched,  at  tfc 
request  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  in  order  to  aid  him  in 
taking  possession  of  a  house  and  farm,  in  the  townland  of  Der> 
rymore,  and  Barony  of  Upper  Massareene,  which  was  forcibly  • 
withheld.  After  an  hour  spent  in  fruitless  intreatiefc  to  prevail 
on  ti£  intruders  to  surrender  the  premise**  the  "sheriff  ordered: 
the  corps  to  fire  upon  the  house.  A  hot  action  immediately 
oDWmettced,  stoti  after  a  desperate  resistance,  in  which  the 
WttSe  watt  raucti  shattered,  the  occupiers  retired  in  the  rear, 
2nd  made  their  escape  in  different  directions*  The  detachment 
returned  to  Lisburn  on  the  same  evening,  having  marched  up* 
*Ms  of  32  miles,  and' arrived  in  Belfast  without  the  slightest 
fcjef y  having  happened  ttf  any  iridivSduar. 

Afctf!  I9^The  principal  Roman  Catholics  of  Belfast  «nd 

12  3  A 


870  THE  HISTORY  OF  BELFAST*  [1790 

its  neighbourhood,' with  a  select  party,  dined  together  at  Mr 
Hugh  Do  well's  ^  after  dinner  the  following  toasts  were  given. 

Peace  and  Good  Will  to  *11  Men— The  King.— The  Prince 
of  Wales  and  Royal  Family.-— Mr  Paine,  and  the  Rights  of 
Man.— Mr  Tandy,  and  the  Rights  of  the  Subject.— Mr  Tone, 
and  a  Reform  of  Parliament. — Mr  Kelbum,  and  the  Majority 
of  the  Meeting  at  Belfast,  on  28th  January  last.— Dr  M'Kenna, 
and  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty  to  Mankind. — The  Societies 
of  United  Irishmen,  and  an  Union  of  Power.— General  Wash* 
inglon,  and  the  American  States.— M.  La  Fayette,  and  the 
14-th  July,  1789. — May  the  People  knpw  the  true  value  of 
Kingi.— £By  the  Rev.  Hugh  O'Donnell,  Parish  Priest^  Re- 
ligion without  Priestcraft  ! ! !  &c.  &c. 

/        POLISH  REFOLUTION, 

May  S.— The  friends  of  the  rights  of  men  have  determined 
to  celebrate  this  new  aera  of  liberty,  by  dining  together  on  the 
day  set  apart  by  the  king  and  people  of  Poland  for'  the  comme- 
moration of  their  newly  acquired  constitution.— May  such 
commemorations  increase  until  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
become  impressed  with  a/sense  of  their  importance:  may  they 
become  so  numerous,  and  their  effects  so  beneficial  to  mankind, 
as  to  supply  the  columns  of  our  calendar  with  illustrious 
events,  to  the  exclusion  of  legendary  taints  and  royal  ruffians, 
that.now  throng  its  pages.— iVor/^m  Star. 

May  4f.— The  meeting  in  honour  of  the  revolution  of  Poland, 
held  here  on  Thursday,  was  very  fully  attended ;  the  toasts 
were  spirited,  and  expressive  of  those  sentiments  which  the 
occasion  naturally  inspired. 

A  member  of  the  Belfast  first  company  (Blues,  Captain 
William  Brown,)  on  Monday  last  entertained  the  corps  at  din- 
ner, in  their  elegant  tent,  which  was  pitched  at  Beechwount 
for  the  occasion.  - 
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June  15.— At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Northern  Whig 
Club,  held  on  the  15th  June,  1792,  (anniversary  of  Magna 
Charta,) 

Edward  J^nes  Agnew,  Esq,  in  the  Chair,  v 

The  following  Resolutions    were  unanimously  agreed,  to:— 

That  we  have  observed  with  pleasure,  the  introduction  and  success,  of 
a  Bill  in  the  House  qf  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  declaratory  of  the 
Power  of  Juries  in  matters  of  Libel. '  s    . 

That  it  is  our  ardent  wish  that  a  Bill  for  the  same  purpose'  may  be 
carried  through  the  two  Houses  of  Legislature  in  Ireland,  and  become 
the  law  of  this  land.  '       c 

That  we.  highly  admire  Mr  Fox,  that  steady  friend. to  Civil  and  Religious 
Liberty,  as  the  original  mover  in  the  British -House  of  Commons  of  a 
Bill  so  long  wanted,  to  settle  the  intent  of  the  law,  by  making  its  spirit . 
and  practice  agreed—as  well  as  Earl  Camden,  for  the  ability  and  con- 
sistency with  which  he  supported  it,in its  progress  through  the  House  of 
Lords. 

,  Admiring  as  we  do  the  principles  and  structure  of'  our  constitution, 
we  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  express  our  ardent  wish  that  it  may  soon, 
be  rendered  as  perfect  de  facto,  as  it  is  de  jure ;  or  in  other  words,  that 
the  people  may  speedily  come  to  be  fairly  and  equally  represented  in  the 
Legislature  of  beth  kingdoms.. 

EDWARD  JONES  AGNEW,   Chairman. 

July  14,  1792 BELFAST  REVIEW,— AND  CELEBRATION  OF 

THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 

(From  the  Belfast  News  Letter. ) 

On  Friday  evening,  the  several  country  corps  marched  into 
town,  and  were  bil letted  on  the  inhabitants;  who  were  happy 
in  renewing,  expressions  of  affection  for  their  neighbours  and 
friends  in  the  fourteenth  year  since  the  commencement  of  re- 
views, and  in  the  sixteenth  <pf  the  Volunteer  aera.  Assemblies 
of  smaller  bodies  than  formerly,  having  been  deemed  best  cal- 
culated to  preserve  at  present  the  military  spirit  among  the 
citizen-soldiery  of  Ireland,  another  review  is  to  be  held  on 
Brodgbshane  Moor  on  the  first  of  August.  The  number  of 
corps  which  wquld  otherwise  have  attended  at  Belfast  having 
been  thus  considerably  reduced,  it  was  not  thought  proper  ta 
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call  on  the  venerable  General  of  the  volunteer  army  of  Ulster^ 
the  Earl  of  Charlemont,  to  attend  on  this  occasion  ;  but  the 
reviewing  general  who  acted  in  his  room,  was  requested  by 
the  committee  to  make  a  regular  return  Jo  his  Lordship  of* 
their  numbers,  state  of  discipline,  %c  The  gentleman  ap* 
pointed  in-  his  place  was  Colonel  Sharman>  of  Moijra  Castle, 
who  presided  wjth  such  dignity  last  year  in  the  civil  assembly 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast  and  its'  neighbourhood,  at  the 
celebration  of  the  French  Revolution.  An  unexpected  ffiaess 
having  prevented  that  justly  admired  character  from  filling  an 
office  for  which  he  was  so  eminently  qualified^  Major  Crawford, 
of  Crawford's- burn,  was  unanimously  nomin&fced  to  act  as  re- 
viewing General :  in  testimony  of  the  respect  due  to  decided 
'  virtue  in  public  and  private  life. 

On  Saturday  morning  a  brigade  was  formed  in  Higfc-street, 
extending  from  the  bank  to  the  Quay ;  and  the  wboje  werw 
inarched  off  to  the  old  review  ground  in  the  FaUs,  at  about 
eleven  o'clock,  by  the  Exercising  Officer,  Major  M'Maous. 

On  their  return  to  town  at  three  o'clock,  (immediately  after 
the  Riview,)  there  was  a  Grand  Procession,  tf$  order  of  whick 
is  mentioned  underneath,  *xA/eu  de  joye*  were  fired  io 
Linen-haH-street  by  the  whole  body,  in  honour  of  that  day, 
which  presented  the  sublime  spectacle  of  near  one  sixth  of  the, 
whole  inhabitants,  of  Europe  bursting  their  chains,  and  throw* 
log  off,  almost  in  an  instant,  the  degrading  yoke  of  slavery* 
ORBER  OF  THE  MILITARY  AJfD  CIVIL  PROCESSION*. 

JgJJOK  CRAWFORD,   GENERAL  AND  PRISIDSJJT  *Q|t  TB§  *>*&> 

Belfast  Troop  of  Light  Q^oons,  Caj&tajn,  Tbow*  Br«f» 
Major  M'Manus,  Exercising  Ojjfyr,  and  ,&*  Ai<teg^C!WW»- 

Artillery  of  the  Belftst  First Company  f  their  number  m* 
eluded  in  that  of  their  corps  under  mentioned) 
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T—i «asassss  _       ■   ■      n    n  »  in  nirii^mn 

The  Colours  of  five  free  nations— viz. 
Ireland— -motto,  Unite  and  bejree. 
America— motto,  The  Asylum  of  Liberty . 
..  France — motto,  The  Nation,  \he  Lata,  and  the  King. 

Polani>— motto,  We  wilt  support  it.     , 
Great  Britain— motto,  Wisdom,  Spirit,  and  Liberality  to 
tic  People. 
A  Flag  was  prepared  for  the  Butch,  (but  no  one  could  he 
1  found  to  bear  it)  who  were  to  be  represented  by  a  peace  of 
common  woollen  stuff,  half  hoisted  on  a  pole,  and  to  be  hooted 
,  by  the  populace;  on  account  of  the  States  having  joined  the 
wicked  conspiracy  of  tyrants  against  the  Liberties  of  Man— 
motto,  «  Heaven* s  /  how  unlike  their  Belgian  Sires  of  Old  !* 
Portrait  of  Dr  FnANKUN-^ino^  "  Where  Liberty  & 
THERE  is  my  Country." 

Belfast  Fir«t  Company,  Captain  Cunningham,  -         ^      *•• _ 

Muckamore  Fuzileers,  Captain  Swan,               *  & 

Lame,  Captain  Lieutenant  Farre),  -                      *& 

Bandalstown,  Captain  Dickey*                           -  80 

Moixa,  Captafn  Bateman.v                   '       -  \  ?S 

Dromore  First  Company,  Captain  Vangban,  -             42 

Villa  Independents,  Captain  Hamilton,  -                     SO 

l^ynAhiacJi,  CapUin  AjrmsUoog,  -                 J0f 

Total  number  of  First  Brigade  53* 


1    Artillery  of  Belfast  Blues  (numbers  included  in  those  of 
their  corps  in  Second^  Brigade.) 

The  Great  $tanbar»,  elevated  on  a  triumphal  ear,  drawn 
by  four  horses,  with  two  Vokmteers  as  supporters*  containing 
on  one  skte  of  the  canvass  a  representation  of  the  release. 

J4ENT  OP  THE  FfttSQHSRS  FROM  THE  BASTIiB— ^QOttO,  "  &N 

irtdtol&erfy* 
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'  The  reverse  contained  a  figure  of  Hibernia,  one  hand  and 
*oot  in  shackles;  a  Volunteer  presenting  to  her  a  figure  of  Li- 
berty—motto,  "  For  aPeople  to  be  tr*e.%  it  is  sufficient  that- 
they  will  it." 

Belfast  Blues,  Captain  William  Br  own*.  -«.                    92 

Downpatrick,  Captain  Hawthorne,  -                          34 

Dromore  Light  Infantry,  Captain  Bodle,  -     -.                         34 

Carrickfergus,  Captain  Craig,  -                                SO 

Broughjhane,  Captain  Duffin,  -                         62 

Total  number  of  Second  Brigade  258 

r  [[total  number  op  both  brigades,  790.]    . 

Portrait  of  Monsieur  Mira  beau— motto,  "  Can  the  African 
Slave  Trade,  though  morally  wrong,  be  politically  right." f 

A  considerable  number  of  inhabitants  (180)  from  Carnmoney 
and  Templepatrick,  formed  part  of  the  procession,  falling  in 
at  the  rere  of  the  Volunteer  body.  They  bore  a  green  flag* 
with  the  following  mottos,  "  Our  Gallic  brother  was  born  July 
14,  1789;    Alas!  toe  are jtttlin  embryo." 

,  Reverse. — "  Superstitious  jealousy,'  the  cause  of  the  Irish. 
Bastile  ;  let  us  unite  and  destroy  it  !'* 

The  whole  moved  forward  in  the  order  related,  through  the> 
principal  streets  of  the  town,  accompanied  by  such  an  immense 
multitude  as  never  before  appeared  in  this  place.  After  the* 
three  feu  dejoyes,  the  body  of  volunteers  and  citizens  entered 
the  great  square,  within  the  Linen  Hall,  and  having  formed 
a  circle,  (elevated  in  the  centre  of  which  sat  the  president, 
Major  Crawford,)  Mr  William  Sinclair*  moved  an  Ad* 
dress  to  the  National  Assembly  of  Fiance,  insertedVafteirwardV 
After  some  deliberation,  but  without  the  slightest  appearance 
-of  opposition,  it  was  carried  without  a  single  dissentient  voice; 
and  with  such  energetic  burets-  of  applause  as  declared  that  it* 
principles  had  the  sanction  of  every  understanding,  in  an  as-. 
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,  seinbly  of  about  1$Q0,  (according  to  the  Belfast  News  Letter, 
or  5,000  according  to  the  Star,)]  that  thus  beheld*  the  triumph 
of  human  nature  in  the  freedom  of  France.  It  may  with  great 
'confidence  be  asserted,  that  in  no  spot  in  Europe  has  the 
French  Revolution  been  celebrated  with  more  splendour,  se- 
ripusness,  and  feeling  than  in  the  town  of  Belfast,  if  we  except 
the  very  country  where  that  astonishing  event  took  place. 

The  particular  business  of  the  day  being  thus  happily  dis-  . 
posed  of,  the  former  mover  proposed  an  address  to  the  People 
of  Ireland  (inserted  underneath.)  A  long  debate  took  place, 
which  did  not  terminate  till  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening;  turn* 
ing  upon  a  motion  by  Mr  Joy,  for  expunging  the  paragraph 
which  stands  part  of  the  address,  and  is  inclosed  in  brackets, 
and  inserting  another  in  its  room. 

The  issue  of  the  debate  was,  that  the  motion  for  expunging 
was  lost  by  a  great  majority,  the  dissentients  being  confined 
.    to  a  very  small  number;  and  that  the  address,  as  originally 
proposed,  became  the  act  of  the  assembled  body. 

The  evening  closed  with  an  entertainment,  at  the  Donegall 
Arms,  where  104  persons  sat  down  at  dinner;  when  the  Gene- 
ral, who  was  also  president  of  the  day,  announced  the  toasts 
prepared  by  a  committee,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

The  14th  of  July,,  1789.— The  Constitution  of  France,  may 
it  be  permanent.— The  Constituting  Assembly  of  France.— 
The  National  Assembly  of  France,  may  wisdom,  spirit,  and 
decision  direct  its  counsels.— The  French  Army,  may  an  ar-» 
dent  Tove  of  their  country  be  held  paramount  to  every  other 
duty  in, the  character  of  a  soldier,— ConFusion  to  the  enemies, 
of  French  Liberty.— May  the  glorious  Revolution  of  France 
teach  the  governments  of  the  earth  wisdom.— May  the  exarople- 
.    of  one  Revolution  prevent  the  necessity  of  others.— Lasting 
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freedom  and  prosperity  to  the  United  State  of  America.— The 
people  of  Poland,  and  mircess  to  their  arma>^-Tbe  Rights'  of 
Man,  may  all  nations  have  wisdom  to  understand,  and  spirit  to 
assert  them,— The  Union  of  Irishmen,  without  which  we  cad 
never  be  free. — The  Sovereignty  of  the  People,  acting  by  a 
just  and  equal  representation. — The  Liberty  of  the  Press.— 
The  Volunteers  of  Ireland,  and  their  revered  general,  Earl  of 
*  Charlfcmont— The  constitutional  societies  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. — The  society  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave' Trade- 
President  Washington. — StanislatufAugustua,  may  tiirf  example 
be  imitated. — Mr  Paine,  may  perverted  eloquence  ever  find  so 
able  an  opposer.— Mr  Pox,  and  the  Rights  of  JtirM,  in  sub- 
Stance  as  well  as  form.— <Mr  Graltah,  and  tok  rainority  of  !&4 
Irish  House  of  Commons. — The  literary  characters  who  have 
Vindicated  th*  Right*  of  Mian,  and  may  gerJhifcerer  be  eln- 
ployed  in  them.-^May  all  Governments  be  those  of  the  Laws* 
atld  all  Law*  those  of  the  People.— May  the  free  nations  of  the 
world  vie  with  eaclr  other  in  promoting  liberty,  peaces  virtue* 
and  happiness  among  men. — The  increased,  increasing,  4bd 
sacred  Flame  of  Liberty.— Ireland.— The  cause  of  Freedom. 
The  Memory  of  John  Locke* — The  Memory  of  William  MoU 
lyueaux.— The  Memory  of  Dr  Franklin.— T*he  Memory  of 
Mirabeaiu— The  Memory  of  Dr  Price.— The  Mentory  of  Mr 
Howard. 

COfY  Iff  THE  ADDRESS  TO  THE  NATIONAL.  ASSEJfBMT  Q* 

FRANCK.  v:  §       ' 

It  is  not  from  vanity  or  ostentation,  that  we,  tl*e  titivetro  «&  Belftst, 
aatf  cuattn-sbfctiero  of  that  town  and  neighbourhood,  take  the  liberty  of 
addressing  the  representative  majesty  of  the  Frenth  people.  We  ftddres* 
you  with  the  rational  respect  due  to  a  title  elevated  far  above  all  servfl* 
and  idolatrous  adulation,  and  with  that  affectionate  fraternity  of  heart 
white*  ought  to  unite  man  to  man  in  a  mutual  and  inseparable  union  of 
interests,  of  duties,  and  of  rights,  which  ought  to  unite  nation  with  na- 
tion into  one  great  republic  of  the  world* 
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On  a  day,  sanctified  as  this  has  beeir,  by  a  declaration  of  human  rights,  " 
Xhe  gejrm  of  so  much  goad  to  mankind,  we  meet  with  joy  together,  and 
wish  well  to  France,  to  her  national  assembly,   to  her  people,  to  her  ar- 
mies and  to  her  king. 

May  yon,  legislators,  maintain,  by  the  indefatigable  spirit  of  liberty, 
that  constitution  which  was  planned  by  the  wisdom  of  your  forefathers  ; 
and  never  may  yoa  weary  in  the  work  you  hare  undertaken,  until  you 
can  proclaim  with  triumphant  security— it  is  finished  J  Manifest  to  an' 
attentive  and  progressive  world,  that  it  is  not  the  phrenzy  of  philosophy, 
wor  the  fever  of  wild  and  precarious  liberty,  which,  could  produce  such 
continued  agitation ;  but  that  imperishable  spirit  of  freedom  alone,  which 
always  exists  in  the  heart  of  man,  which  now  animates  the  heart  of  Eu- 
rope, and  which,  in  the  event,,  will  communicate  its  energy  throughout 
the  world— invincible  and  immortal ! 

We  rejoicedn  the  sincerity  of  our  souls,  that  this  creative  spirit  animates 
the  whole  mass  of  mind  in  France.  We  auspicate  happiness  and  glory 
to  the  human  .race  from  every  great  event  which  calls  into  activity  the 
whole  vigour  of  the  whole  community;  amplifies  go  largely  the  field  of 
enterprise,  and  gives  free  scope*  to  the  universal  soul  of  the  empire.  We 
trust  that  you  will  never  submit  the  liberties  of  France  to  any  other  guar 
rantee,  than  God,  and  the  right  hands  of  the  People. 

The  power  that  presumes  to  modify  or  to  arbitrate  with  respect  to  a 
constitution  adopted  by  the  people*  is  an  usurper  and  a  despot  ^whether 
it  he  the  meanest  of  the  wob,  or  the  ruler  of  empires ;  and  if  you  con- 
descend to  negociate  the  alteration  of  a  comma  in  your  constitutional 
code,  France  from- that  moment  is  a  slave.  Impudent  despots  of  Europe! 
Is  St  hot  enough  to  crush  human  nature  beneath  ypur  feet  at  home,  that 
yoit  thus  come  abroad  to  disturb  the  domestic  settlement  of  the  nations 
•sound  you,  and  put  in  motion  your  armies,  those  enormous  masses  of 
.human  machinery,' to  beat  down  every  attempt  that  man  makes  for  his 
swn  happiness  ?  It  is  high  time  to  turn  these  dreadful  engines  against 
their  inventors,  and  organized  as  they  have  hitherto  been,  for  the  misery 
of  mankind,  to  make  them  now  the  instruments  of  its  glory  and  its  re* 
novation. 

Success,  therefore,  attend  the  Armies  of  France  ! 
May  your  fololers,  with  whom  war  is  not  a  trade,  but  a  duty,  remem- 
ber that  they  do  net  fight  merely  for  themselves,  but  that  they  are  the 
edvance  guard  of  the  world  ;  nor  let  them  imagine  that  the  event  of  the 
war  is  uncertain.  A  single  battle  may  be  precarious,  not  so  a  few  cam- 
paigns—There is  an  omnipotence  in  a  righteous  cause,  which  masterf 
the  pretended  mutability  of  human  affairs,  «Bd  fixes  the  supposed  incon- 
•tency  of  fortune.  If  you  will  be  free,  you  must ;  there  is  not  a  chance 
that  one  million  of  resolute  men  can  be  enslaved ;  no  power  on  earth  is 
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able  to  da  it,  and  will  the  God  of  justice  and  of  mercy  ?  Soldiers  !  that 
it  something  that  tights  for  you  even  in  the  hearts  of  your  enemies.  Ths 
native  energies  of  humanity*  rise  up  in  voluntary  array  against  tyran- 
nical and  preposterous  prejudice*  and  all  the  little  cabals  of  the  heart, 
give  way  to  ihe  feelings  of  nature*  of  country?  and  of  kind. 

Freedom  and  prosperity  to  the  people  of  France  !  We  think  that 
such  revolutions  as  they  have  accomplished,  are  so  far  from  being  oat 
of  the  order  of  society,  that  they  sprung  inevitably  from  the  nature  of 
inan  and' the  progression  of  reason ;  what  u  imperfect,  be  has  the  power 
1  to  improve ;  what  he  has  created,  he  has  a.  right  to  destroy.  It  is  a  rash 
opposition  to  the  irresistible. will  of  the  public,  that  in  some  instances 
has  maddened  a  disposition,  otherwise  mild  and  magnanimous,  turned 
energy  into  ferocity,  and  the  generous  and  gallant  spirit  of  the  French, 
jot©  fury  and  vengeance.  We  trust  that  every  effort  they  now  make, 
every  hardship  they  undergo,  every  drop  of  blood  they  shed,  will  render 
their  constitution  more  dear  to  them. 

Long  life  and  happiness  to  the  King  of  the  French  !  not  the  Lord  of 
.  the  soil  and  its  servile  appendages,  but  the  King  of  men,  who  can  reserre 
their  rights,  while  they  entrust  their  powers.  In  this  crisis  of  his  fate* 
may  be  withstand  every  attempt  to  estrange  him  from  the  nation ;  to 
make  him  an  exile  in  the  midst  of  France,  and  to  prevent  him  identi- 
fying himself  as  a  magistrate  with  the  constitution,  and  as  a  Frenchinaa 
with  the  people. 

We  beseech  you  all  as  men,  as  legislators,  as  citizens,  and  as  soldiers 
in  this  your  great  conflict  for  liberty  for  France,  and  for  the  world,  to 
despise  all  earthly  danger,  to  look  up  to  God,  and  to  connect  your  council* 
your  arms,  and  your  eropi  re  to  his  throne,  with  achain  of  union,  fortitude, 
perseverance,  morality,  and  religion. 

We  conclude,  with  this  fervent  prayer,— That  as  the  Almighty  is  dis- 
persing the  political  clouds  which  have  hitherto  darkened  our  hemisphere 
all  nations  may  use  the  light  of  heaven  ;  that,  as  in  this  latter  age,  the 
Creator  is  unfolding  in  his  creatures,  powers  which  had  long  lain  latent, 
they  may  exert  them  in  the  establishment  of  universal  freedom,  harmony 
and  peace;  may  those  who  are  free,  never  be  slaves';  may  those  who 
are  slaves  be  speedily  free.  • 

(On  the  motion  of  Mr  Thomson,  the  above  was.  to  be  transmitted 
V>  the  National  Assembly.) 

COPY  OF  THE  ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  IRELAND 
We,  the  volunteers  apd  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood of  Belfast,  assembled  to  commemorate  this  great  day,  embrace 
with  earnestness  the  opportunity  which  it  affords,  at  once  to  expr*H 
our  seal  and  affection  for  the  cause  of  liberty  in  France,  and  our  undis- 
guised opinions  on  subjects  of  the  iajt  in  nojftmce  to  our.  »•&"  *■** 
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Trained  from  our  infancy  in  a  love  of  freedom,  and  an  abhorrence  of 
tyranny,  we  congratulate  our  brethren  of  France  and ourseives.^hat  the 
infamous  conspiracy  of  slaves  and  despots,  against  the  happiness  and 
glory  of  that  admired  and  respected  nation,  and  against  the  common 
rights  of  man,  has  hitherto  proved  abortive. 

Fixing  our  view  steadily  on  the  great  principle  of  Gallic  emancipation, 
we  will  not  be  diverted  from  that  magnificent  object,  by  the  accidental 
tumults  or  momentary  ebullitions  of  popular  fury.  We  will  not  esti- 
mate the  wisdom  of  her  legislators  by  the  transports  of  a  mob— nor  the 
apirit  of  her  armies  by  the  cowardice  of  a  regiment — nor  the  patriotism 
•f  her  people  by  the  treachery  of  indivi^uals^-jjor  the  justice  of  her 
cause  by  the  number  of  her  enemies.  We  judge  with  other  views  and 
an  other  principles.  We  see  with  admiration,  France  extending  the 
land-marks  of  human  knowledge  in  the  great  art  of  government,  and 
opening  to  the  world  new  systems  of  policy  and  of  justice.  We  see  her 
renounce  all  wars  on  the  principle  of  conquest.  We  see  her  propose  an 
universal  brotherhood  and  an  eternal  peace  among  the  nations.  We 
see  her  even  new,  when  forced  into  arms  and  bloodshed,  by  the  unjust 
and  unprincipled  machinations  of  her  enemies,  separating,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  innocent  subjects  from  the  guilty  despot  t  respecting, 
amidst  the  horrors  of  war,  the  property  of  individuals ;  and  exempting 
from  interruption  the  peaceful  traffic  of  the  merchant.  It  is  from  viewa 
like  these,  that  we  estimate  that  stupendous  event,  the  Revolution^ 
which  we  this  day  commemorate;;  not  from  accidental  irregularities, 
which,  while  we  condemn  them,  we  are  compelled  to  pity,  as  feeling- 
that  they  spring  not  merely  from  a  spirit  of  licentiousnesss,  but  from 
a  sense  of  injury  working  on  a  sanguine  people,  still  galled  with  the  _ 
recollection  of  recent  tyranny  and  oppression,  and  jealous  of  liberty,  butv 
just  recovered,  and  scarcely  yet  secure. 

Such  are  our  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  the  French  Revolution,-- 
we  come  now  to  the  state  of  our  own  country* 

Impressed  as  we  are  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  excellence  of  our  con*, 
etitution,  as  it  exists  in  theory  %  we  rejoice  that  we  are  not,  like  our  bre- 
thren in  France,  reduced  to  the  hard  necessity  of  tearing  up  inveterate ' 
abuse  by  the  roots,  even  where  utility  was  so  intermixed  as  not  to  ad- 
mit of  separation.— Outs  is  an  easier  and  a  less  unpleasing  task  ;  to  re- 
move'with  a  steady  and  a  temperate  resolution,  the  abuses  which  the 
lapse  of  many  years'  inattention  and  supineness  in  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  and  unremitting  vigilance  in  their  rulers  to  invade  and  plunder 
them  of  their  rights,  have  suffered  them  to  overgrow  and  to  deform  that 
beautiful  system  of  government,  so  admirably  suited  to  our  situation, 
eur  habits,  and  our  wishes.  We  have  not  to  innovate,  but  to  restore* 
The  just  prerogatives  of  our  Monarch  we  respect  and  will  maintain. 
The  constitutional  power  of  the  Peers  of  the  realm  we  wish  not  to  in- 
vade*   We  know  that  in  the  exercise  of  both,  abuses  have  grown  up  } 
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but  we  also  know  (bat  those  abuses  will  be  at  once  corrected,  so  as  never 
again  to  recur,  by  restoring  to  us,  the  People,  what  we,  for  ourselves* 
demand  at  our  right,  our  due  weight  and  influence  in  that  estate.  Which 
is  our  property,  the  Representation  of  the  People  in  Parliament. 

Thoroughly  impressed  with  th  e  unjust  and  ruinous  inequality  of  that 
representation,  with  the  consequent  corruption  which  pervades  all  ranis 
in  the  state ;  with  the  destruction  of  the  morals,  the  sacrifice  of  the 
commerce,  and1  the  hourly  and  imminent  danger  to  the  liberty  of  our 
country,  we  will-inflexibly  persevere  in  the  pursuit  of  that  great  remedy 
for  all  our  political  evils-— a  Parliamentary  Reform?  a  reform  tempe- 
rate, equal,  and  just ;  which  shall  restore  lustre  to  the  crown,  dignity 
to  the  peerage,  aatt  their  due  weight  and  influence-  to  the  people  of 
Ireland. 

[But  while  we  thus  state  our  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  reform,  we 
feel  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  declare,  as  we  now  do,'  that  no  reform* 
were  even  such  attainable,  would  answer  our  ideas  of  utility  or  justice, 
which  should  not  equally  include  alTsects  and  denominations  of  Irish- 
men. We  reprobate  and  abhor  the  idea,  that  political  inequality  should 
result  from  religious  opinions  ;  and  we  should  be  ashamed,  at  .the  mo- 
ment when  we  are  seeking  for  liberty  purselves,  to  acquiesce  in  any 
system  founded  op  the  slavery  of  others*] 

We  have  now  declared  our  sentiments  to  the  world.  In  declaring 
them,  we  spurn  with  equal  dlsdain-^restraint,  whether  proceeding  from 
a  mob  or  a  monarch,  from  a  riot  or  a  proclamation.  We  look  with  a 
mixture  of  abomination  and  contempt  on  the  transactions  which,  on 
the  last  anniversary  of  the  French  Revolution,  degraded  the  national 
character  of  England  ;  when  neither  the  learning,  the  piety,  the  public 
spirit,  nor  the  private  virtue  of  a  Paiestlby,  could  protect  him  from  the 
savage  fury  of  the  vilest  of  an  ignorant  and  a  bigotted  rabble  ;  before 
whom  the  religion  of  the  country  was  dishonoured,  the  name'  ot  the 
sovereign  insulted,  and  all  law  and  order  levelled  in  the  dust ;  to  the 
disgrace,  not  less  of  the  integrity  of  the  magistrates,  who  were  the  f<* 
menters,  than  of  the  spirit  of  the  people,  who  were  timid  witnesses  of 
the  ravage  and  destruction.  A*  little  should  we  respect  any  attempt, 
under  colour  of  authority,  to  fetter  down  our  miners,  or  prevent  the 
publico  Im  of  our  grievances,  and  our  determination  to  seek  redress. 
In  the  pursuit  of  reform,  that  great  measure,  indispensable  to  the  free- 
dom, the  happiness,  and  the  glory  of  our  country,  we  will  inflexibly 
persevere  i  and  for  its  attainment  we  rely  with  confidence  on  the  steadi- 
ness, the  public  spirit,  and  the  zealous  co-operation  of  our  countrymen. 


It  ia  sincerely  hoped  that  this  town  will  come, forward  i& 
raising  a  sum  in  aid  of  the  Polis,  after  the  example  of  Lon« 
Aon.    A  nobler  occasion  nevtr  presented  itself  to  the  iftb** 
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bitants  of  thestftcountries,  who  knew  the  value  of  civil  liberty,^ 
than  tlje  present  glorious  struggle  of  the  king  and  people  of 
Poland,  against  the  cruel,  unjust,  and  abominable  itterference 
of  a  foreign  power.  In  consequence  of  the  extreme  poverty 
of  that  country,  comparatively  with  its  numbers  (which  are, 
we  believe,  about  8£  millions,)  the  pecuniary  aid  that  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  can  extend,  would  be  gratefully  received  ; 
as  they  are  deficient  in  their '  finances,  and  not  in  their 
numbers. — Belfast  Nexus-Letter. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  First  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  held 
at  the  Donegall-Arms,  7th  September,  1792— Mr  Hugh 
Johnson.-  in  the  Cair : 

At  this  important  crisis,  which  is  likely  to  form  a  remark* 
able  sera  in  the  history  of  man,  when  many  of  the  European 
despots  have  combined  to  crush  a  great  nation  struggling  for 
•  liberty ;— At  a  period  when  the  spirit  of  volunteering  seems 
to  revive  in  this  neighbourhood,  we  hope  it  will  not  be  deem 
ed  presumptive  in  us,  who  first  took  up  arms  in  the  cause 
of  our  country,  and  who  have  never  laid  them  down,  nor 
slackened  in  our  efforts  to  promote  its  prosperity,  to  declare 
the  principles  we  hold,  relative  to  the  Volunteer  Institution 
of  Ireland;  whicfi  we  cannot  do  better  than  in  the  words  of 
our  own  association,  and  in  the  following  Resolutions  of  the 
Dungannon  meetings  of  February  1782,  and  September  1783. 
(Association  of  tie  First  Belfast  Volunteer  Ctmpany.J 

«  We,  whose  Names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  having  asso- 
ciated ourselves  together,  to  learn  the  Military  Discipline, 
for  defence  of  ourselves,  this  Town,  and  Country,  and  top 
support  of  the  Rights  of  Ireland,  under  the  Name  of  the 
FIRST-BEL  FAST  VOLUNTEER  COMPANY,  do  plight 
our  faith,  each  to  all,  to  be  governed  by  the  voice  of  the 
Majority  hi  every  case  that  may  arise;  that  we  will  not 
withdraw  from   the  Company  torn  any  other  cause  tbaa 
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removal,  or  bodily  indisposition ;  and  tha#we  wijl  neyer 
accept  of  any  wages  or  reward  from  Government  as  n 
Volunteer  Company,  or  submit  to  take  any  military  oat  h 
or  obligation  tljerefronj." 

%       (Dungannon  Meeting,  February  15,  1782. J 
"  Resolved.— >Th*t  we  hold  the  right  of  private  judgment  in  matters 
ef  religion,  to  be  equally  sacred  in  others  as  ourselves. 

Resolved,  tkcrtfive.—Th&t  as  Men  and  as  Irishmen,  as  Christian* 
and  as  Protestants,  we  rejoice  in  the  relaxation  of  the  penal  laws  against 
our  Roman  Catholic  fellow -subjects ;  and  that  we  conceive  the  measure 
to  be  fraught  with  the  happiest  consequences  to  the  union, and  prosperity 
ef  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland. 

Dungannon'  Meeting,  September  8,  1783. 

"  Resolved.— That  Freedom  is  the  indefeasible  birthright  of  Irishmen 
and  Britons,  derived  from  the  Author  of  their  Being ;  and  of  which  no 
power  on  earth,  much  less  a  delegated  power,  hath  a  right  to  deprive 
them. 

Resolved.— -That  they  only  arc  free,  who  are  governed  by  no  laws  bat 
those  to  which  they  assent,  either  by  themselves  in  person,  or  by  their 
representatives  freely  chosen,  subject  to  the  controul,  and  frequently 
returning  into  the  common  mass  of  constituents.  .  ' 

Resolved.— -Thai  the  majority  of  our  House  of  Commons  is  not  chosen 
by  the  People." 

Resolved,  unanimously,— JThat  the  foregoing  association  and  resolu- 
tions form  the  basis  of  our  creed  as  citizen*  soldiers.  ' 

^Resolved,  unanimously.— .ThiM  the  foregoing  resolutions  passed  at  the 
Dungannon  meetings— adopted  by  the  whole  Volunteer  army,  and  by- 
most  of  the  counties  in  Ireland— -we  look  upon  as  a  standard,  by  which 
to  judge  who  are,  and  who  are  not,  volunteers  upon  principle :— And 
that  we  will  not  associate,  or  be  reviewed  with  any,  if  any  there  be,  whe 
are  formed  on  principles  opposite  thereto.' 

Resolved,  unanimously.— That  we  will  persevere  in  the  pursuit  of  an 
adequate  representation  of  the  Irish  nation  in  parliament,  without  dis- 
tinction on  acccount  of  religious  opinions.  t     , 

Resolved,  unanimously.*— -That  venerating  order,  and  abhorring  licen- 
tiousness, we  will  be  ever  ready,  as  we  have  heretofore  been,  to  support 
the  magistrate  in  the  execution  of  the  law  in  this  neighbourhood. 
(Signed  by  order  of  the  First  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,) 

HUGH  JOHNSON,  Chairman. 
JOHN  RABB,  Secretary. 

Resolutions  nearly' similar  .were  entered  into  on  the  same  day  by  the 
Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  ^sptaia  Brows  in  the  Chair ;  James, 
M'Qftean,  Secretary. 
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September  19.~A  review  of  the   volunteers  of  Dromore 

f 
and  the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages,  was  held  at  Dromore, 

•Colonel  Sharman  acting  as  reviewing  general,  and  Captain 

George  Douglass  exercising  officer.     The  Belfast  Artillery, 

to  the  number  of  thirty -four  commanded  by  Captain  Brown, 

attended  on  the  octasion. 

About  the  commencement  of  October,  the  four  societies  of 
United*  Irishmen  in  this  town,  published  declarations  of  their 
sentiments  on  the  situation  of  Irish  politics,  in  which  they 
reprobate  the  opposition  displayed  by  the  Grand  Juries  of 
Ireland  to  the  claims  qf  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  strenuously 
exhort  the  latter  to  persist  in  their  demands  till  their  exertions 
be.  crowned  with  success.  < 

October  30.— The  two  Volunteer  Artillery  Companies  and  ; 
the  two  Infantry  Corps,  assembled  about  two  o'clock  and  fired 
three Jeu-de-joyes,  in  honour  of  the  (Jay  on  which  a  Duke  and 
a  King,  at  the  head  of  an  armed  host,  ingloriously  deserted 
the  field ;  after  a  campaign  which,  both  in  point  of  design  and 
execution,  was  as  disgraceful  to  the  arms  of  Austria  and  Prussia*  ' 
as  its  object  was  detestable  and  unjust.*    . 

In  the  evening  a  numerous  meeting  was  held  at  the  Done* 
gall  Arms,  consisting  of  Volunteer  citizens  and  citizens  un- 
armed, in  pursuance  of  an  advertisement  requesting  an  as-  ; 
sembly  of  the  inhabitants;  when  the  following  declaration  was 
unanimously  agreed  to— 

Mr  Sam.,  M«Tier,  in  the  Chair. 

:  We  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  with  hearts  overflowing  with  joy, 
again  assemble  together,  publicly  to  declare  our  happiness  at  the  glo- 
rious success  of  the  French  arms,  against  innumerable  hosts  of  enemies 
—the  enemies  of  the  human  face— and  their  final  expulsion  from  the 

+  On  the  first  of  October,  the  Austrian  and  Prussian  armies  were 
educed  to  the  humiliating  necessity  of  makin  g  a  precipitate  retreat  from 
tae  territory  of  the  French  Republic,  which  they  had  triumphantly  in- 
vaded for  the  purpose  of  forcing  on  that  nation,  the  detested  despotism 
•f  &e  Bourbon,  race,  wbtefe  they  h«4  so  Utely  abjured.— <£<&to\) 
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Gallic  territories  ;  an  event  by  tfhiclT  every  obsWfe  to  the  .complete 
establishment  of  civil  and  religion*  liberty*  U  removed  Jrom  that  hal- 
lowed land— an  event  Which  tec  urea  liberty  to  surrounding  nations. 

Sanguine  as  our  opinions  were  of  the  invincible  power  of  a  nation  of 
Freemen,  opposed  to  the  armed  slaves  of  tyrants ;  yet  the  event  hat 
surpassed  our  fondest  expectations.  x 

When  we  contemplate  the  treacheqr  of  the  executive  power,  the  per* 
fidy  of  officers,  the  disorganised  state  of  the  army  ;  when  we  consider 
the  combination  of  formidable  enemies,  with  generals  of  the  fifctt  mili- 
tary abilities  at  the  head  of  veteran  troops,  yet  observe,  that  these 
armies  have  not  been  capable  of  achieving  a  single  important  object, 
credibility  is  almost  staggered,  but  the  world  has  witnessed  it.  We 
cannot  help  attributing  the  success  of  the  French  arms  to  the  signal  in- 
terposition of  the  Deity,  as  an  example  of  the  sneccss  with  which  he 
will  crown  the  efforts  of  mankind,  in  every  attempt  to  establish  civil  and. 
religious  liberty  ;  and,  we  implore  the  influence  of  the  Divine  spirit,  to 
guide  the  councils  of  the  National  Convention  in  perfecting  the  great 
work  in  which  tbey  are  engaged,  so  as  to  render  it  productive  of  hap- 
piness to  millions  yet  unborn « 

Tie  town  was  almost  universally  illuminated.  Every 
thing  demonstrated  sincere  pleasure  in  the  disgrace  ,  of  tfo 
tyrannical  courts,  that  attempted  to  dragoon  a  united  nation 
into  that  deplorable  stateof  spiritual  as  we\\  as  political  bondage 
from  which  it  was  just  recovering ;  and  that  dare  tell  twenty- 
five  millions  of  men — ye  Shall  not  be  free. 

In  the  windows  of  six  or  seven  houses  a  number  of  trans- 
parencies presented  themselves:— a  few  of  the  mottos  are 
subjoined,  as  trifling  circumstances  so/netimes  mark  the  dis- 
position of  the  times.    r 

Perfect  union  and  equal  liberty  to  the  men  of  Ireland.— 
Vive  la  Republique ;  Vive  ia  Nation. — Church  and  StaWDi* 
vorced. — Liberty  Triumphant. — The  Rights  of  Men  establish* 
ed. — Despotism  prostrate. — The  Tyrants  are  fled;  let  the 
people  rejoice.— Heaven  beheld  their  glorious  efibits*  and 
crowh'd  their  deeds  with  success.— France  is  free ;  so  may  we ; 
Jet  us  will  it.— Awake  O  ye  that  sleep.— A  gallows  suspend- 
ing an  inverted  Crown,  with  these  words :  "  May  the  fate  of 
^very  Tyrant  be  that  of  Capet/*— A  checjc  to  despots.— The 
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Cause  of  mankind  triumphant.-^  Irishmen  rejoice.— Union 
artaofig  Irishmen.-- Rights  of  Man,— Irishmen  !  look  at  France. 
—Liberty  and  Equality; 

Ireland.— 8th  September  1 783*— Armed  Citizens  spoke. 
2d  December  1783. — Their  Delegates  ran  away. — 30th  Oc- 
tober 1792.— We  are  taxed,  tyth'd,  and  enslaved,  but  we 
hdvd  6nly  to  unite  and  be  free. 
#FiuNCK.-^t4tn  July,  1789.— Sacred"  *o  Liberty. — 10th, 
•  jtagjuftj  i79«,-.fhe  People  ^triumphant— 22d  October 
1792;-^Bxitof  Tyranny.  * 

^Bhft  night  closed  in  the  most  orderly  manner,  without 
*3fher  bonfire  ofc  any  kind  of  irregularity  whatever.-~flfc#atf 
Jtfetus  letter.) 

tfOHTtfBRN  WHIG  CLUB.      • 
Mow:  *t**At  a  gerierarmeetfog  and  dinner,  on  the  5*h  of 
N«wen*sr,  field  pursuant  to  notice,  (in  order  to  dekferale  the 
WktUJjgf  of  our  glorious  deliverer,  King  William.) 

Arch.  Hamilton  Rowan,  Esq.  in  the  Chair : 

Muotv&.v~That  it  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  we  embrace'  tlnV 
•pnorturitjr  to  congratulate-  our  country  on  the  tlate  ignominious  flight 
ef  the  supplies  to  liberty,  from  the  territory  of  the  French  Republics 
and  to,  express  pur  hopes,  lhat  the  present  disturbances  in  that  country 
may  speedily  terminate  in  the  stable  tranquillity  of  a  good  Government, 
founded  on  the  principles  of  eqputl  liberty,  and  the  unalienable  rights  of 
■uuu — {Unanimmuijfi) 

Bc&htdt-Jtldk  an'eaiiy  acquiescence  in  the  just  demands  of  thft 
people  inHH  Wi'iil  pledge  of  peace  and  tranquillity  in  any  country,  w« 
trust  we  shall  speedily  see  the  wishes  of  this  nation  complied -with ,  by  ai|  * 
honest  ftnd'  effectual' reform  in  the1  representation  of  the  people,  on]t% 
fcroad  prradpte  of  e<fcual  justice  and  e%oat  liberty  to  afl  sects  and  denoj*> 
nations  of  Irishmen  ;  satisfied  as  we  aie  that  a -sincere  union  among,6ur- 
welves,  and-  a  total  obHvioh  of  past  dissenttais,  from  whatever  caustJ 
arising,  can  alone  secure  to  this  country,  freedom,  happiness,  ajpt  prpf» 

M,  ■..•■■         .•«•■■ 
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Resolved That  we  see  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  the  rapid  decay 

of  prejudice  and  bigotry  in  the  part  of  the  country  most  immediately 
within  our  observation  j  and  we  anticipate  with  pleasure  the  day  of  their 
total  downfall— {Unanimously.) 

WILLIAM  SINCLAIRE,  Secretary. 

BELFAST  VOLUNTEER  COMPANV  (BLUE.) 
November  Si— At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Com- 
pany (Blue,)  at  the  Exchange, ,  November  24,  1792, 
IfiEUT.  Getty,  in  the  Chair: 

[[The  packets  having  this  day  brought  the  glorious  intelli- 
gence, of  the  French  having  obtained  the  possession  offBnftseb, 
the  capital  of  the  Austrian  Netherlands ;  and  thereby  having 
virtually  completed  the  liberation  of  the  Belgic  people.]] 

The  company  unanimously  agreed  to  publish  the  following 
declaration  of  their  sentiments,  upon  that  great  event:— 

Again  Ims  Liberty  triumphed— again  tare  her  sons  c^nquestd—aed 
again  we  rejoice.  We  rejoice  that  another  great  country  is  free-*nd 
thatrin  Belgia,  we  are  now  able  to  recognise  a  nation  of  Freemen: 

We  congratulate  our  countrymen  on  the  good  news  ;  and  we;  hail  it 
aa  a  certain  pledge  and  forerunner  of  that  reform  in  parliament,  which 
will  procure  to  the  <  people  their  due  weight  in  the  legislature  of  this 
country.  Already  corruption  trembles— Uind,  ere  long,  at  the,  united 
roice  of  the  people,  she  must  depart  the  Und.  Now  is  the  twe  fire 
Irishmen  to  banish  prejudice,  and  to  embrace  each  other  as  brethren— 
the  children  of  the  same  God.  Forgetting  past  errors,  let  them  strive 
in'  future  to  promote  the  happiness  of  every  religious  sect  and  denomi- 
nation ;  and  their,  country  must  be  free  and  flourishing. 

t  JAMES  MCLEAN,  Secretary. 

Answer  of  the  Presioent  of  the  fcrencli  Assembly  (Citizen  Gregoire,}  to  tw 
^Addresses  of  the  Societies  of  Sheffield,  and  Belfast  in  Ireland*.     ^ 

CkTKBNs  or  the  Wori,d.— Your  Addresses  to  the  representatives  of  &e 
French  nation,  have  filled  them  with  pleasing  emotions. —In  imposing  on 
me  the  honourable  duty  of  a  reply,  they  make  me  regret  that  I  can  but 
imperfectly  express  what  all  with  so  much  energy  fecL  To  nave  the  hp- 
nour  to  be  an  English  or  a  Frenchman,  carries  with  it  a  tite  to  every  de- 
gree af  mutual  affection  that  can  subsist  among  men. 
The  curious  in  your  country  are  pleased  t©  traverse  the  globe  in  tT&r 
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explore  nature ;  henceforth  they  can  visit  Montblaoc  (Savoy,)  without 
quitting  France ;  in  other  words— without  leaving  their  friends.  The  day 
on  which  free  SaVoy  unites  itself  with  us,  and  that  on  which  children  nf 
high  minded  England  appears  among  us,  are,  in  the  eye  of  reason,  day* 
•f  triumph.  Nothing  Is  wanting  in  these  affecting  scenes,  but  the  pro- 
vince of  all  Great  Britain,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  we  are  inspired  by  the  name  of  liberty,  and  that  of  the  people  with 
whom  we  are  about  to  form  eternal  alliance. 

Tba  National  Convention  has  wished  to  testify  its  satisfaction  to  the, 
English,  in  decreeing  that  they  would  'conduct  in  the  presence  of  some 
of  them  the  trial  of  the  last  of  their  kings.  Sixty  ages  have  elapsed  since 
kings  first  made  war  on  liberty  ;  the  must  .miserable  pretexts  have  been 
suftcient  for  them  to  spread  trouble  over  the  earth.  Let  us  recollect  with 
feorror,  that  under  the  reign  of  Ann— .the  falling  of  a  pair  ef  gloves,  and 
under  Loots  XIV— a  window  opening  from  one  apartment  into  another* 
were  sufficient  causes  for  deluging  Europe  in  blood, 

Alas  !  short  is  the  duration  prescribed  by  Eternal  rVwer  to  our  weak 
existence ;  and  shall -then  the  ferjocious  ambition  of  some  individuals  em- 
bitter or  abridge  our  days  with  impunity  ?  Yet  a  little  moment,  and  des- 
pots and  their  cannons  shall" be  silenced  ;  philosophy  denounces  them  at  • 
the  bar  of  the  universe  \  and  history,  sullied  with  their  cones*  Jifi  drawn 
their  characters.  Shortly  the  annals  of  mankind  will  be  tbose  of  virtue; 
and  in  the  records  of  France  a  place  will  be  reserved  for  our  testimonies' 
•f  fraternity  with  the  British  and  Irish  societies,  bat  especially  for  the 
Constitutional  Society  of  London.  ' 

Doubtless,  the  new  year,  which  is  now  approaching,  will  see  all  your 
rights  restored.  The  meeting  of  your  parliament%attracts  our  attention. 
"We  hope  then  philosophy  will  thunder  by  the  mouth  of  eloquence,  and 
that  the  English  will  substitute  the  great  charter  of  Nature  in  place  of  the 
great  charter  of  King  John* 

The  principles' upon  which  our  own  republic  has  been  founded,  have 
been  discovered  by  thtftelebrated  writer*  of  your  nation  ;  we  have  taken 
■possession  of  their  discoveries  in  the  social  art,  because,,  truths  revealed 
to  toe  world  are  the  property  of  all  mankind.  A  people  which  has  brought 
reason  to  maturity,  will  not  be  centcnt  with  liberty  by  halves;  it  will 
doubtless  refuse  to  capitulate  with  despotism.  , 

Generous  Britons!  let  us  associate  for  the  happiness  of  the  human* 
race ;  let  us  destroy  every  prejudice ;  let  us  cause  useful  knowledge  to 
liter  through  every  branch  of  the  social  tree  ;  let  us  inspire  our  equal* 
with  a  sense  of  their  dignity;  let  us  teach  them  above  all;  that  vices  are. 
the  inseparable  companions  of  slavery  ;  and  let  us  depend  upon  t,  that 
eur  efforts  will  be  favoured  by  the  God  of  liberty,  who  weigh*  the  desH- 
ny  of  empires,     d  holds  in  his  hands  the  fate  of  xiatiofcs, 
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December  12.—- At  9  o'clock  this  morning,  the  delegates 
from  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  who  were  elected  to  present 

•  their  petition  to  tfce  King,  arrived  at  the  DonegalLAraoas,  cm 

'  their  way  (by  Portpatriok)  to  London.  Immediately  on  their 
arrival  being  known,  a  number  of  respectable  inhabitants  wait- 
ed on,  and  breakfasted  with  them.  Thejr  remained  here  about 
two  hoars ;  and  en  their  departure,  the  populace,  wtiobai  as* 

'  sembled  in  the  interim,  took  the  horses  from  the'  coach,  and 
having  fastened  ropes  to,  it,  dragged  them  throughout  the* 
town,  quite  over  the  Long-Bridge  on  the  road  to  IXyiagha-. 
dee,  and  then  permitted  the  horses  to  be  put  to,  amidst  the 
loudest  huzzas  of  "Success  attend  you,"  "Union,"  "Equal 

JLaws/'  and  "  Down  with  the  ascendancy.**  The  delegates 
politely  returned  thanks  for  this  strong  mark  of  afleciion,  de- 
clared their  determination  to  maintain  that  Union  which  fernw 
ed  the  strength  of  Ireland  ;  and  proceeded  on  their  way,   aj* 

4Mtypanied  by  three  cheers.— f Northern  Sfar.J 

IRISH  JACOBINS  OF  BBM^ST, 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Irish  Jacobins  of  Belfast,  the  13th  inst 

Mr  Rowley  Osborne,  Jun*  in  the  Chair. 
The  following  Decljjlitiow  and  Adpsxsb  to  the  Pvbm* 
were  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  older  ed  fa>  be  published  :— 

DRChARATlOJfL.  # 

U  Rtsolved>—That  tfeis  Kingdom  has  no  Najional  ^veruttepMaa* 
much  as  the  Great  Mass  of  the  People  aa*  Moriepresenjed  ^JPaxMaaieajt. 

t.  -»e*Wt—That  the  People  of  Ireland  *.of  eye^y  Religions  dsstsq* 
tion,  have  an  inherent  and  Indefeasible  light  from  Gojl  and  jyUuje,  4p 
•onstitutejaws  fpr  JJhejr  pternal.  and  external  welfeie* 

5.  Jfe«ofreoV~-That  the  People  of  Ireland  can'  never  effectually  coast** 
tote  their  own  Laws,  without  *p  ^Ttt^yKm  of  the  l&c&e  Frawjus©  taj 
all  its  Citizens.  r 

4.  Ilcsvlved,— .That  the  Elective  Franc^se  can  neve?  fe  <>btf  atf 
without  a  cordial,  steady,  and  pejeetww*  fJmum  ftf  all  **  feiah  * Wftla 
•f  eTery  denomiaa^op,  ' 
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&•  Resolved,— That  the  Penal  Code  of  Statutes,  which  have  for  up. 
wards^f  8  century,  doomed  our  fellow-citizens,  the  Roman  Catholics  of, 
this 'Kingdom,  to  a  state  little  superior  to  the  unlettered  African,  is  a 
'disgrace  to  the  land  we  live  in. 

45.  Tteo&erf,— That  as  irreligious  prejudices  have  given,  and  are  airing 
.way  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  the  justice  of  God,  and  the  natural 
rights  of  man,  demand  of  Ireland,  N*t  to  be  the  lost  in  tie  annals  of 
'Freedom. 

4fc  J26fofoecf,-~That  to  obtain  this  most  desirable  end*  we  entreat  our 
"Fellow- Citizens  of  every  denomination,*  in  Ireland,  England,  and  Scotland* 
to  turn  their  thoughts  to  a  National  Convention,  in  order  to  collect  the 
tense  of  the  People,  as  to  the  most  effective  means  of  obtaining  a  radical 
and  complete  Parliamentary  Reform— an  object  without  which,  these 
kingdoms  must  for  ever  remain  wretched ;  and  the  attainment  of  which 
yriti  raise  them  to  a  state  of  Freedom,  Happiness,  and  Glory. 

6.  Jfabfoerf,-~Tbat  impressed  with  these  sentiments,  we  have  deter* 
'mined  to  form  an  Association,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  ourselves  with 
our  countrymen,  and  of  disseminating  these  principles  among  them-;  and 
v*e  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other,  and  to  our  country,  that  we  will  indi- 
vidually and  collectively  exert  bvibt  meant  in  our  power,  to  cany  the' 
\  into  effect. 


ADDRESS.  * 

THE  IRISH  JACOBINS  OF  BELFAST,  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

At  this  decisive  crisis,  when, it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  individual  t» 
step  forward  and  avow  his  principles,  we  deem  it  incumbent  on  us  to  ex- 
plain to  our  Fellow-Citizens,  our  Country,  and  the  World  at  large,  the 
Motives  and  intentions  of  our  Association. 

The  first  thing  that  struck  us  was— the  manifold  grievances  the  ma- 
jority of  this  land  (which  has  falsely  been  denominated /ree)  labour  under, 
from  the  irreligious  distinctions  our  present  constitution  has  imposed  on 
the  major  past  of  Us  inhabitants.— According  to  our  ideas,  a  constitution 
la  nothing  else  than  a  fixed  and  established  order  in  the  manner  of  govern* 
|ng  ;  this  order  cannot  exist,  If  it  be  not  upheld  by  fundamental  rules, 
enacted  by  the  free  and  forntal  consent  of  the  whole  Nation,  or  of  those 
It  has  chosen  for  its  representatives  ;  thus,  a  constitution  is  a  precise 
and  constant  form  of  government— -or  it  is  the  expression  of  the  right* 
and  obligations  of  the  different  power*  which  compose  it 
*/  Where  the  mode  of  Government  is  not  derived  trom  all  the  People,, 
clearly  expressed*  that  nation  has  no,  constitution*— Need  we  say  thi* 
Is  thte  case  with  Ireland  ?  It  possesses  only  an  acting  Government,  which 
varies  according  torcircumstances,  and  which  gives  way  to  all  events.  In, 
aoch  a  .Government,  the  lupreme.  Authority  has  more  power  to  oppose* 
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the  subject,  than  to  defend  Ms  Rights.  It  ever  has  been  an  acknowledg- 
ed Constitutional  Principle,  that  irishmen  cannot,  be  taxed,  but  with 
their  own  consent,  how  absurd  and  false  the  assertion  ?  for  ont  of  Four 
Millions  of  People,  Ninty  Individuals  actually  return  the  majority  of 
the  House  of  Commons ;  who,  instead  of  representing  the  voice  of  the 
nation,  are  influenced  by  English  interests,  and  that  Aristocracy,  whose 
baneful  exertions  have  ever  tended  to  sap  the  vital  principles,  the  rising 
greatness,  and  native  genius  of  this  unhappy  country ;  shall  we  then 
profane  the  sacred  name  of  Liberty,  by  calling  this  a  Land  of  frrnft|w  ? 
the  question  answers  itself.  It  may  be  asked  by  some*  do  we  not  at  pre- 
sent enjoy  civil'Iiberty  ;  or  where  is  the  period  in  bur  history  Hn  which 
we  enjoy  more  ?  We  answer,  that  we  do  not  at  present,  enjoy  mul 
substantial  Liberty ;  neither  is  there  a  period  in  our  History  from  which 
we  would  wish  to  date  its  asra.  The  present  momentous  period,  is  the 
time  we  would  wish  to  date  it  from,  when  the  great  bulk  of  the  people 
begin  to  know  their  Rights,  and  to  feel  their  Wroogs.-«Ry  unanimity 
and  perseverance,  this  divided  Land  wiU  be  liberated  from  the  shackles 

of  Tyranny. 

Yet  we  do  not  desire  a  tempestuous  Liberty — we  desire  not  a  Liberty 
without  rule,  which  places  an  arbitrary  Authority  in  the  hands  of  the 
Multitude,  disposes  it  to  Error,  to  Precipitation,  leads  to  Anarchy— an4 
has  Despotism  always  in  its  train,  ready  to  seize  its  prey. 

Bten  those  who  maintain  that  we  have  a  Constitution,  acknowledge 
that  it  is  necessary  to  restore  it  to  its  pristine  State  ;  the  thing  desired  is 
a  happy  and  free  Constitution,  the  object  of  our  Association— and  when 
'we  renounce  this  object,  may  the  Disposer  of  Events,  and  our  Country^ 
renounce  us. 

There  is  no  evil  so  great,  which  the  possession  of  Liberty  we  trust,  wiQ 
not  make  us  Support,  nor  is  there  any  advantages  that  will  compensate 
for  its  loss.— .Let  us  seize  then  this  auspicious  moment i  let  us  hasten  to 
procure,  by  our  individual  and  collecth  e  exertions,  this  benefit  for  our 
Country  r— Where  Liberty  is  once  fixed,  good  laws  will  present  them- 
selves of  Course.  It  U  by  procuring  a  renovated  Representation,  that 
Liberty  will  be  established  in  this  Country— This  can  only  be  accompli* 

shed  by  a  National  convention.  , 

The  ROMAN  CATHOLICS  are  already  convened,  let  the  PROTEST. 
ANTS  follow  their  peaceable  example— then  and  not  till  tfea— the  Voice 
e\  an  indignant  Nation  will,  and  must  be  heard,  "  Fwr  a  People  to  be  free 
it  m  indent  that  tkeyicillit." 

Our  undisguised  sentiments  are  now  before  the  tribunal  of  our  country, 
we  submit  them  with  cheerfulness— and  if  all  good  citizens  be  satis* 
lied  with  them,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  similar  associations  will  h& 
fanned  ia\  every  corner  of  the  Nation, 
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Finally,  may  all  Irishmen  contract  between  themselves  and  their  coun- 
try, an  alliancee,  equal;  firm,  and  eternal*  + —(Northern  Star. 

S..  KENNEDY,  Secretary. 

December  14*— The,  Belfast  Volunteer  Company  (Blue,) 
agreed  to  adopt  a  cheap  uniform,  instead  ot  their  present  expen- 
sive one,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  admission  of  new  member* 
m*0u*  serious  crisis*— —(Northern  Star. J  t 

December  17.— At  a  Meeting  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  Mon- 
aay,  1 7th  December,  1792,— Lieutenant  Get*  r  \n  the  Chair,  the  fol- 
lowing Add  iess  w&s  unanimously  agreed  to— To  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland, 

Fzllow-Citizbns.— We  are  induced  to  address  yoi*  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, With  an  exposition  of  our  sentiments,  in  consequence  of  the  late  ' 
Proclamation  issued  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  thiskingdpm, 
against  the  assembling  of  certain  new  volunteer  associations  in  the  county .. 
.and  city  of  Dublin  ;  and  we  shall  be  very  happy  indeed  if  our  sentiments 
shall  meet  your  approbation,  which  will  be  best  known  by  the  resolutions 
Which  the  said  proclamation  is  likely  to  draw  from  other  associated  corps, 
like  ourselves.  ' . 

"  Whether  the  peace  of  the  country  is  Intended  by, this  proclamation,  we 
«hall  not  pretend  to  say— we  are  however  more  confident  in  believing  that 
its  aim  is  to  divide ;  and  the  forced  compliment  paid  to  more  ancient  asso- 
ciations, in  con tra-disti ncdon  to  fchbse  now  forming,    against  which  this 
,  proclamation  is  levelled,  leaves  U3  on  this  head  little  room  to  doubt. 

We  do  not  suppose  it  possible,  however,  that  this  effect'  will  be  pro- 


•  The  strong  symptoms  of  treason  betrayed  in  the  above  Declaration 
and  Addrtatf  must  be  evident  to  every  reader.  The  country  is  declared,  ' 
in  the  moist  open  and  explicit  manner,  to  possess  "  No  National  Govern- 
ment,'* and  "every  means,"  legal  or  illegal,  are  declared  necessary  to  be. 
exerted,  in  order  to  the  formation  of  a  new  system  of  things.  The  au- 
dacity of  these. agitators  is  also  strongly  marked  tiy  their  assumption  of 
the  hideous  appellation  of  Jaeobi  71$,  which,  as  the  Attorney  General  ob- 
served, "  carries  a  libel  in^  the  sound."-*-For  an  account  of  the  trial  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  Northern  Star  in  consequence  of  an  information 
Hied  ex-officio  for  this  publication,  See  May  28,  1794.— The  Volunteers 
now  began  to  assume  a  greater  degree  of  activity,  new  members  were  en- 
•  rolled,  the  appellation  of  National  Guards,  in  imitation  of  the  French, 
was  adopted^  and  the  overthrow  of  the  present  government,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  republic  independent  of  IS  Poland  eagerly  antici- 
pated—^Editor.)   .  * 
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duced ;  our  country  has  been  too  long  divided  by  trifles,  and  is  now  too 
sensible  of  the  rising  consequence  of  its  people,  by  tbe  unity  which  per* 
Tades  all  ranks*  to  fear  such  an  event.  We  all  look  forward  to  the  same 
common  object  of  political  liberty*  and  we  know*  too  well  by  sad  expe- 
rience, that  it  is  not  by  divisions  we  are  to  accomplish  our*  purpose. 

pHiLANTaoFHY,  the  offspring  of  Charity  and  Benevolence,  is  shedding 
over  us  its  inriuence,  like  tbe  best  of  blessings,  and  mankind,  becoming* 
wise,  are  determined  to  be  tree* 

^We  originally  took  up  arms  for  oar  defence  against  foreign  invasion* 
and  we  have  continued  In  the  use  of  them,  because  we  consider  it  a  means 
of  producing  internal  tranquillity.  .  '         . 

We  haVe  always,  when  called  on,  given  our  assistance  to  the  magistracy, 
of  our  country,  in  the  due  execution  of  the  laws.  In  a  word,  we  esteem 
it  proper  that  citizens  should  know  the  use  of  arms,  and  we  consider  that 
country  in  the  best  state  of  defence,  when  the  people  are  strong.  The 
same  force  which  was  ready  to  defend  the  country  against  the  attempts. 
of  foreign  force,  we  hope,  will  be  ever,  found  equally  ready  to  assert  do- 
mestic quiet,  and  the  common   rights  of  all  the  people  of  Ireland. 

We  consider  for  ourselves,  that  it  is  the  unalienable  right  of  all  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  carry  arms,  and  in  confirmation  of  the  said  opinion, 
this  Company  has  always  been  open  to  the  admission  of  men  of  every  re- 
ligion ;  and  the  experience  of  snany  years  proves  to  our  knowledge,  that' 
a  man's  sentiments  in  this  respect  is  no  test  of  his  ability,  because  we  hav*„ 
found  tbe  same  address,  and  the  same  good  behaviour  in  our  brother  soW 
diers  professing  to  be  Roman  Catholics,  as  in  those  of  any  other  religion. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  and  highly  sensible  of  the  great  and 
useful  contequences  which  may  result  from  the  people  embodying  them- 
selves for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  use  of  arms  t  We  hail  as  brothers 
pnr  fellow-citizens,  entering  into  associations  like  out  own,  ibrthe  wel-  * 
fare,  prosperity,  and  emancipation  of  their  country;  under  whatever 
name,  or  of  whatever  religion ;  and  we  will  cultivate  with  tfcem  one  com* 
mon  interest  r  We  declare  for  ourselves,  that  the  freedom  of  our  country 
is  our  only  object,  and  if  we  are  asked,  what  are  our  views  and  our 
wishes— withoni  hesitation  we  answer—We  want  the  renovation  of  the 
constitution ;  and  to  those  people  wfto  are  pleased  to  eaU  all  public  virtue 
treason,  and  all  improvement,  innovation,  we  reply— That  an  effectual 
and  adequate  reform  in  the  representation  of  the  people  in  parliament,  it ' 
our  only  object,  in  the  pursuit  of  which  object  we  shall  never  slacken  out 
efforts. 

If  bad  advisers,  or  weak  and  wicked  men,  shall  force  the  people  intt 
extremity,  on  them  let  all  the  miseries  fall  of  civil  convulsion. 

The  people  deman<fe*fcat  share  of  the  constitution  which  its  spirit  war- 
rants, and  in  the  pursuit  %>y  are  justified.  We  are  now  united,  let  us  per- 
•sveTf,  and  tusceM  will  crowp  qux  endeavours. 

*AM«S  M'CLBAN,  Seoetarjy 
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F1EST  BELFAST  VOLUNTEER  COMPANY. 
>  At  a  Meeting  of  the  First  Belfast  Volunteer  Company,  De- 
cember, 1792,  William  Tennent,  in   the  Chair,  the  fol- 
lowing Address  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  . ' 
To  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland.    ■ 

Fellow  Soldiers, 

Your  country  is  in  danger!  the  period  of  a  lew  fleeting 
months  has  scarcely  elapsed,  since  the  First  Bei&st  Volun- 
teer Company,  impressed  with  the  interesting  situation  of  this 
island,  and  the  extraordinary  increase  of  its.  armed  Citizens, 
did  publish  to  the  world,  anew,  their  sentiments  concerning 
the  Volunteer  Institution— ra  dignified  and  most  honourable 
Institution,  in  whose  lists  should  be  found,  the  names  of  ALL 
the  virtuous  Inhabitants  of  Ireland.  We,  who  ia  the  hour  of 
danger,  and  in  the  face  of  the;  enemy,  took  up  arms  in  de« 
fence  of  our  conntiy,  when  left  to  il*  own  energy,  by  an 
abandonee)  and  imbecile  administration :  We,  who  have  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  thanks  of  every  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, d\4  not  imagine,  that  the  arm  of  power  would  ever  be 
uplifted  in  this  land,  to  suppress  the  revival  of  ou?  tollable 
.associations* 

When  the  right  of  the  people  to  appear  in.  arms  is.  called  i* 
question,  by  a  proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  privy 
council  of  Ireland ;  when  the  exercise  of  this  right  is  branded 
with  the  epithets  illegal  and  seditious ;  when  menacing  prepa- 
rations by  land  and  sea  indicate  the  near  approach  of  war ;  and 
when  false  and  malicious  reports  are  industriously  circulated, 
with  a  view  of  spreading  jealousies  and  discontents ;  we  call 
upon  you  to  be  firm  !— to  persevere  !— -to  unit?! 

The  union  of  the  people  now  makes  despots  tremble  in  fo-» " 
reign  lands.     It  is  to  UNION  Ireland  must  owe  its  salvation  ; 
the  want  of  union,  ten  years  back,  rendered,  abortive  all  your 
efforts  for  emancipation. 

IS  "*  *© 
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Our  feUovoseMier*  of  Dublin  arc  charged  with  assembling 
"  to  wkbataod  lawful  authority1,  and  viefeatly  and  fercifcfy  to 
«  redreii  pretended  grievances.*  What !  art  tfhe  grievances  of 
which  the  people  eompkia,  only"jw*r**Wo*MFf*  la  seeking 
a  restoration  of  oar  rights— a  reform  in  the  representation  of 
the  people  in  parliament,  an  attempt  to  subvert  the  constitu- 
tion ?_We  say  no  I  It  is  to  restore  it. 

Under  these  circumstaacee^we  esteem  it  our  duty  to  make  a 
Amber  declaration  of  our  principles  and  opinions : 

We  associated  for  the  defence  of  ourselves,  tinV  town,  and! 
country,  and  the  support  of  the  Rights  of  Ireland.  We  say, 
that  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  be  represented  in  Parlia- 
ment—taxation,  with  eat  representation,  is  cyprcsOon.  That 
the  people  are  wot  represented — that  parliament  is  not  whai 
it  ought  to  be,  an  emanation  from  the  people— that  the  griev- 
ances aiider  which  the  people  labour  are  almost  innumerable 
aad  intolerable ;  but  we  ado),  that  a  real  and  radical  reform  in 
the  representative  branch  of  the  legislature  would  restore  the  . 
people  to  their  due  weight  in'  the  government  of  the  country, 
and  every  lesser  evil  would  quickly  vanish. 

These  are  our  opinions ;  neither  proclamations  nor  threats 
alkali  deter  us  from  the  pursuit  of  our  rights.  Our  desire  ia 
peace :  the  welfare  of  our  country,  of  our  families,  of  cur 
friends,  require  it  of  us.  Let  those  who,  by  resisting  the  united 
voice  of  a  nation,  drive  the  people  into  extremities,  be  alone 
answerable  to  God  and  their  country,  for  the  consequences; 

JJellow-soldiers— Units  !— increase  yonr  numbers,  and  im- 
prove  your  discipline !  A  people  aspiring  to  be  FREE,  should 
be  Able  to  protect  LIBERTY.  An  aimed  nation  can  never  be 
made  slaves.- Pubseve&i:  !  and  our  country  must  be  sated! 

WILLIAM  TENNPNT,  Cbairmaa, 
(Vvrthtrn  Star.)  JOHN  RABfc  Secretary. 
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December  ft*  179S.~Th«  Collector  of  this  port  purchased 
«  quantity  of  Gmpmder  at  afvery  advanced  price,  from  a 
■■enchant  who  was  importing  it    Aa'  the  Collector  does  not 
actually  deal  in  merchandise  of  mj  kind,  there  is  reason-  to 
awppose  that  this,  has  been  done  by  order  of  government,  and 
*f  course  the  statement  of  the  First  Belfast  Company,  "that 
«te  Country  is  in  danger, "  is  fully  warranted.— Northern  Star. 
TOWN  MEETING. 
December  26— A  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Betfast  was  this  day  held  in  Mr  Vance's  Meeting-House,  for 
the  purpose  of  «« expressing  their  sentiments  on  the  present 
state  of  public  affiuM;  and  to  enter-  into  such  other  measures 
as  maybe  deemed  expedient  for  the  accomplishing  that  great 
object,  an   equal  Representation   of  the  People  in  Parlia- 
ane«t."    Charies   Rarureo,  Esq.  of  Richmond  Lodge,  being 
called  to  the  Chair,  the  business  was  opened  by  Mr  Robert 
Thomson,  >  After  dwelling:  particularly  on  the  words  Liberty 
«td  Equally,  and  shewing  how  miserably  these  terms  bad 
been  abused  to  the  worst  of  purposes,  he  declared  that  "he 
JukI  preferred  our  government  to  every  other,  with  an  im- 
proved representation,  but  without  it,  any  other  was  as  good. 
Impressed  with  such  ideas,  he  moved  a  declaration,  which 
wat  seconded  by  William  Sinclaire,  and  carried.    Mr  Robert 
Getty  said,   that  a  Reform  in  Parliament  was  the  utmost 
bound  of  his  wishes,  and  urged  with  ability  the  wisdom  of  raU 
ybig  round  one  point,  round  the  Constitution*    Mr  James 
Munfoad  recommended  "  the  strong  and  able  men  of  the  com- 
munity," to  come  forward  and  enrol  themselves  among  their 
swfoed  brethren,  and  those  who  were  in  an  advanced  state  of 
life  to  contribute  to  the  cause  in  a  pecuniary  way,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  purchasing  arms,  ammunition,  and  accoutrements**- 
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"  The  cause,  he  declared,  required  the  union  and  force  of 
the  whole  people,"  ftev.  SvKclburne  said,  "he  did  not  pre- 
fer pur  much  boasted  constitution,  he  did  not  know  whether 
there  was  really  any  such  thing,  he  could  not  approve  of  he- 
reditary legislation  (in  the  House  of  Lords*)  because  wisdem 
is  not  hereditary, — yet  he  concurred  in  the  present  declara- 
tion, .and  preferred  a  Reformed  parliament,  though  he  might 
esteem  another  government  more  perfect/ 

DECLARATION. 

At  a  period  when  (he  public  mind  is  id  much  agitated  *  when  the 
nation  seem*  to  be  in  a  state  of  smothered  war;  we  deem  it  the  duty 
of  every  man  who  is  a  friend  to  his  country,  to  peace,  and  good  onto, 
to  come  forward  and  publicly  avow  his  seatiments.  - 

We,  therefore,  declare,  that  after  all  we  hare  heard  and  read -about 
our  glorious  and  happy  constitution,  we  are  so  ignorant  as  not  to  bt 
able  to  find  what  it  is.    We  cannot,  however,  conceive,  that  if  in- any 
nation  three-fourths  of  the  inhabitants  ate  absolutely  excluded  from  all 
share  in  the  legislature  and  only  a  very  small  part  of  the  other  fourth 
represented ;  if  the  great  majority,  of  what  are  called  representatives, 
*be  appointed   arbitrary,  by    a  few    individuals,  for  a    long  term  of 
years,  and  not  accountable  to  the  people  ;    if  places  and  pensions  be/ 
multiplied  for  the  purposes  of  corruption  ;    if  no  responsibility  be  an- 
nexed to  the  great  offices  of  state ;   if  taxes  without  end  be  levied  off 
the  people,  and  the  nation  involved  in  debt,  for  the  purpose  of  puncher 
tag  votes  to  impose  more  taxes ;  if  the    honours  of  the  peerage  be 
brougt^t  to  sale  to  raise  funds  for  the  same  purposes;  if  the  surplus  of 
the  revenue,  instead  of  being  applied  to  lessen  the  national  debt,  be 
carried  to  another  country,  whether  to  bribe  the.  representatives  of  the 
people  there,  or  to  pay  German  butcher*  for  massacring  the  friends  of 
freedom  in  France  ;  if  the  subject  be  deprived  of  trial  by  jury,  whether 
*  by  penal  statutes,  by  revenue,  or  game  4am*>  by  fimts  or  by  attachment : 
:  We  say,  if  any  nation  labours  under   those  and  innumerable  other 
ipievancea,  practised  under  colour  of  law  ;  we  are  yet  to  learn  what  if 
the  glorious  and  happy  constitution  of  that  nation  ;  We  do  not  hesitate 
to  -«ay~-fAey  are  o  nation  of  Staves  ! 
\     We  declare,  that  a  government  by  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  the 
Commons  being  a  real  representation  of  all  the  people,  is  the  govern- 
ment which,  if  attainable  without  violence,    we  wish  for  and  prefer; 
-that  we  do  not  wish  for  a  revolution,  deeming  it  the  last  measure  of 
dire  necessity  ;  a  measure  10  which  no  wise  or  good  man  would  resort 
until  every  other  means  had  been  triad  io  vain  i  and  being  co  aviscc* 
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that  our  present  form  of  Government,  however  defective,  possesses ' 
thes  power,  if  it  Had  the  will,  of  reforming  all  abuses  and  remedying J 
all  defects  without  violence  or  commotion,  and  thtft  such  reform  auftt 
take  place  whenever  the  united  voice  of  the  people  shall  call  for  it. 

And  we  further  declare  our  opinion,  that  if  any  persons  in  this  ^king- 
dom be  endeavouring  to  promote  a  revolution,  it  can  only  be  those,  who  ' 
determined  to  preserve  till  the  last  moment  their  system  of  corruption, 
their  borough  influence,,  their  places,  and  their  pensions,  pertinaciously 
oppose  every  attempt  towards  a  reform,  thereby  doing  their  utmost  to 
produce  public  commotion  and  overthrow  the  government,  by  driving 
the  nation  to  despair.      Infatuated  mortals  I   wilfully  and  wickedly* 
blind  to  future  consequences !  and  of  whom  it  may  be  justly  said,-—' 
Quest  Deus  vult  perdere,  priua  dementat.—  Whom  God  determines  to 
"  -destroy,  he  first  makes*  triad.  •*        • 

We  declare,  that  a  radical  reform  in  the  representation  of  thepeepte' 

has  lorigieen,  and  still  is,  the  great  object  to  -which  all  our  wishes,  all* 

our    endeavours    tend,   the    object   which    we    have   pursued,   and' 

whkh  we  shaH  never  cease  to  pursue   until  it  is  attained ;  that  to 

attain  it  we  shatt  think  no  sacrifice  tee  much,  no  risk  too  great ;  and 

that  ho  reform  can  ever  be  adequate  or  useful,  sattsfactery  or  jasiy 

unless m'nmn/  of  every  description,  shall  be  equally  and  fairly 

represented.  *         '    '    *  " 

ftetofoerf,— That,  with  the  utmost  deference  for  our  countrymen  in 

general,  we  would  most  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  couaty 

meetrags  and  of  Provincial  Conventions,  by  delegations  from  parisheey 

chies,  and  great  towns ;  a  measure  bjr  which  the  ftnited  voice  of  all  tha 

men  of  Ireland  would  be  drawn  to  a  focus,  all  wild  ideas  exploded,  « . 

'  permanent  chain  of  national  communication  formed,  and  the  important 

business  of  the  kingdom  conducted  with  that  dignity  and  energy  which 

become  a  great  nation,  peaceably,  but  firmly  demanding  their  rights. 

Resolved,    That  a  committee  of  twenty-one  be  now  appointed,  with 

full  powers  to  correspond,  in  our  name,  with  our  fellow  citizens  in  all 

parts  of  this  country,  in  all  parts  of  this  province,  and  iifall  parts  of 

the  other  provinces ;  and  in  concert  with  them  to  pursue  such  measure! 

as  shall  be  deemed  expedient  for  procuring  such  meetings  and  oon- 

ventions,-that  said  committee  have  full  power,  (when  they  shall  deem 

the  time  proper)  to  call,  in  our  name,  a  general  meeting  of  the  mh*. 

bitants  of  this  parish,  to  appoint  delegates  to  such  meeting  and  conven- 

tion,  andafco  tocallus  together  fox  the  same  purpose. 

/fc.o*ee«\— That  C.  Haaken,  Robert  Thomson,  John  Holmes,  Jamee 
Holmes,  Doctor  White,  James  Ferguson,  William  Sinclair*  Samuel 
Keilson,  Rev.  S.  Kelburne,  Rev.  P.  Vance,  Hugh  Montgomery,  Henry 
Hadett,  Robert  Getty,  Samuel  WTto.  William  Tennent,  Robert 
Raima,  Dr.  McDonnell,  George  Joy,  Httgb  CruwXoxd,  Samuel  Brown, 
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Jphn  Boy  le,  be*  and  they  tacky  in,  appointed  a  commitUe,  for  the 
above  purposes. 

Muolvei*-m That  oar  warmest  than**  art  justly  dtt-e  to  ta*  volunteers 
of  Ireland— (•  the  old  associations,  and  to  the  new  earns  formed  and 
forming :— Soldiers  of  Liberty  !  we  thank  yosu--Be  Firm  U-inerease 
your  numbers- perfect  your  discipline  despise  the  fi^insnatfions  of 
placed  and  pensioned  courtiers,  aad  of.  gnsslisg  cejrndmiamv  Greet 
is  j  our  merit !  Yai*  preserves)  in  tonal  peaee-~youaided  aad  supported 
the  civil  magistrate  in  the  execution  of  the  lews~-Unite  and  Persevere 
You  saved  your  country  ftoa*  foreign  iavas  ion.  and  rescued  her  from 
foreign  legislation— *od  should  a  contest  for  liberty  ever  become  neees- 
ejoy,  {which  Go*  evert)  we  trust  you  will  rescue  her  from  internal 
oppression. 

JSeto/red.— That  a  volun  tary  contribution  be  received  from  the  inha» 
bftent*  of  this  town*  who,  from  age,  infirmity ,  or  other  causes*  ere  pre- 
vs^te^  nv«enroUu)gthemselv^ajnon^  the  volunteers,  for  the  purpose 
of  creating  •  m&imjfimdt  to  wufply  »i(l  gmminjtitm,  and  offer  aeces*  - 
aeries,  the  volunteers  already  embodied' and  embodying  in  Belfast*  and 
tt^U*  committee  Uus  day  app^  be  requested  to  sake  the  trouble 
'    e/ receiving  the  same. 

•  Aad  withgreat  deference  to  our  countrymen,  we  beg  leave  to  recom« 
mend  the  adoption  of  8  similar  measure. 

CHARLES  RANKKN,  Chairman 

Mr  taken  having  left  the  Chair,  Mr  William  Sinclair*  wa«  unani- 
mously called  to  it;  and  it  was  then  resolved— toat  the  unanimous 
shanks  of  lids  meeting  be  given  to  the  chairman,  for  his  readiness  in. 
taamg  the  chair,  and  for  the  strict  propriety  of  his  conduct  init. 

WILLIAM  SINCLAIHB;  Chairman. 
SAMUEL  NE1LSON,  Secretary, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Battalion  (Blue,)  29th 
fteeember,  1792:—'  A 

Robert  Getty  in  the  Chair ; 

The  following,  Address  to  the  United  Irishmen  of  Dublin, 
was  unanimously  agreed  to, 

FniXKBt  am  €omi**Y»*.~Aeeept  of  oar  sincere  thanks  for  your 
animating  Address  to»the  Volunteers  of  Ireland.  As  a  part  of  that  body 
permit  us  to  assure  you,  that' we  ate  ready  to  protect  our  «  country  in 
that  guarded  quiet,  which  may  secure  it  from  external  hestflity  j  and  to 
maintain  that  internal  regimen  throughout  the  land,  widen,  supereedinf 
a*  notorious  police;  or  a  suspected  militia,  may  preserve  the  blessings  of 
peace,  by  a  vigilant  preparation  for  war." 
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Tour  country  is  much  indebted  to  you,  for  your  zealous  efforts  to 
ravira  that  latent  spirits  which  ftas  too  long,  slumbered  in  tbe  breasts  of 
Irishmen  ;  on  the  efforts  of  the  people,  the  freedom  of  Ireland  depends,, 

Go  on  !  generous  countrymen  ;  continue  your  efforts  for  the  good  of 
file  whole  temmuofty.    Though  envy  may  detract,  though  corruption1 
may  calumniate,  and  though  the  hand  of  power  may  he  raised  against 
you,  yet  success  will  crown  your  labours,  for  the  people  are  with  you, ' 
and  will  second  your  patriotic  exertions. 

ROBERT  GETTY,  Chairman. 
JAMBS  M'CLBAN,  Secretary. 

BELFAST  BATTALION  (BLUE.) 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Volunteer  Battalion  (Blue,)  at 
the  Donegall-Arms,  December  31,  1792, 

Alexander  Watt,  in  the  Chair;— 

Resolved*— That  the  following  persons  be  the  Recruiting 
Committee  for  the  Battalion,  to  whom  those  who  wish  to  be- 
come members  will  please  apply  : 

William  Sinclair*,  JameaPinkerton,  Sanroel  Mrtfarraf* 

Robert  Getty,  William  Simxns,      -  Ales.  Cranston*     . 

Alex.  Williamson,  William  Johnston,  Samuel  Beck, 

Robert  Simons,  George  Warnock,  Afexaoae*  Watt* ■* 

Robert  Orr,  .  .  John  Haslett,  Samuel  Gftbse** 

Robert  Major>  James  Munfoad,  '   Jas.  M'Clean,  Sec. 

N.  B.  The  uniform  of  the  battalion  to  beseem  at  Mr  Cuth* 

ken'*,  Tailor. 

179&— The  Vignette  with  which  the  first  page  of  the 
Northern  Star  had  hitherto  been  ornamented,  received  in  the 
commencement  of  this  year  an  important  and  ominous  alter- 
*tion,  a  $t6r  being  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  Crown  over 
the  Irish  Harp.  The  motto  however  continued  still  tne  same, 
The  Public  Jm  our  Guide  /  The  Public  Good  our  End:' 

NATIONAL  VQLUKTEEM 
Jan.  6.— At  a  meeting  of  tbe  first  Belfast  Regimen*  of 
National  Volunteers  at  the  Brown-linen  Kail,  on  Sunday  last} 
they  finally  and  unanimously  determined  on  their  uniform, 
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which  consists  of  a  green  jacket,  faced  with  yellow,  green 
waistcoat,  white  breeches,  long  black  gaiters,  and  a  leather 
cap.  It  already  consists  of  between  S  and  400  members ; 
and  it  is  thought  by.  the  first  of  February  it  will  be  augmented 
to 500  effective  men. — (Belfast  News  Letter./ 

On  Monday  last  (Jan.  7,)  nine  of  the  Proprietors  of  this 
paper  entered  into  a-recognizance  before  Lord  Clonmel,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  at  his  own  house  in  Dublin,  for 
their  appearance  when  the  trial  relative  to  a  pertain  publication 
in  the  Star  of  the  5th  uit  should  come  on — themselves  fcing 
bound  in  £  100  each,  with  two  sureties,  (for  the  whole)  in  £50 
each.  They  were  attended  from  their  lodging  in  Capel  Street,  . 
to  his  Lordship's  hou3e  in  Harcourt  Street,  by  a  number  of 
the  most  respectable  citizens  of  Dublin,  who  invited  them  to 
dinner  the  same  day. 

Lord  Clonmel  was.  pleased  highly  to  compliment  the  Pro-  ' 
Jpietors  on  their  conduct,  in  complying  strictly  with  the  law, 
and  lamented  that  the  necessary  steps  had  not  been  taken  to 
have  t-ie  business  settled  in  Belfast. 

On  being  requested  to  point  out  what  were  Ae  offensive 
publications  in  the  paper  alluded  to-— his  Lordship  replied* 
that  he  had  not  the  paper  by  him,  nor  did  he  exactly  recollect 
at  present,  but  he  believed  it  was  one  which  tended  to  rouse 
the  people  to  arms ;  the  Crown  Solicitor  said,  he  believed  it 
was  one  relative  to  tythes. 

The  remaining  proprietors  set  4  off  for  Dublin  yesterday 
morning',  and  are  to  give  in  bail  this  day.— f  Northern  Star. J 

Jan.  7.— A  very  numerous  and  respectable  body  of  the 
citizens  of  Dublin,  entertained  the  Proprietors  of  the  Northern 
Star  at  dinner,  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Tavern,.  Essex  Street, 
—A;  H.  Rowan,  in  the  diair.  Randal  M'DonnelJ,  Coupier. 
.>  Yesterday  morning,  Captain  Barber's  company  of  the  royal 
Irish  regiment  of  artillery,  with  three  field  pieces,/ and  tw« 
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waggons  loaded  with  ammunition,  marched  (torn  their  tempo-* 
r&j  barrack  in  the  castle- yard,-  for  Drogbeda,  and  Belfast 
Captain  Barber's  head  quarters  are  to  be  at  Drogheda,  and 
Captain  Lieutenant  Bouchier  and  Lieutenant  George  are  to 
proceed  to  Belfast— -tlib.  Journal. 

On  Monday  last  (January  7*,)  a  detachment  of  the  royal 
Irish'  artillery  set  off  from  Dublin  for  the  north,  it  is  supposed 
for  Belfast  One  of  them  ori  being  asked  where  they  were 
going  to,  replied,  that  he'  believed  they  were  going  to  Hell.— 
How  miserably  has  this  town  been  ,  misrepresented— bow 
basely  calumniated ! !  I— Northern  Star. 

Tflffi  FRIENDS     OF  A  PARLIAMENTARY  HfcFORM. 

Aa association  is  formed  in  this  (town,  under  the  name  of 
the  Fanftns  of  Parliamenta**  Reform,  whose  declaration 
atid  principles  are  incontestable  proof  that  there  is  not,  perhaps} 
iri  the  whole*  df  this  populous  place,  a  single  dissentient  voice 
on  the  subject  of  a  reform  of  the  representative  part  of  the 
constitution.     Their  declaration  and  principles  adhere  chiefly 
to  that  grand  point,  which,  if  once  attained,  every  thing  that 
«fcrJ  be  wished,  or  should  be  desired,  must  be  the  inevitable 
coofeequence ;  at  our  government  would  then  be  in  practice 
WHat  it  is  now  in  theory— the  most  enviable  on  earth.     In  the 
present  stage  of  matters,  when  people  of  every  rank  and  deti* 
cription  are  pressing  forward  in  the  great  cause,  it  behoves  go- 
vernors to  attend  to  the  just  complaints  of  Ireland ;  for  it  is 
the  interest  of  aH  that  every  grievance  should  meet  speedy  and 
effectual  redress.    In  1785,  and  1784;  dissentient*  were  to  be 
fouttd ;  ndw  we  know  of  none.— The  admission  of  Catholics  to 
their right  of  elective  Jradchiset  forms  one  of  the  principles  tk 
tfiis  society. — Belfast  Newsletter. 
13  3b 
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Declaration  and  Principles  of  the  Friends  of  a  Parliamentary 

•  Reform,  in  Belfast;  at  their  second  meeting,  on  Thursday, 

J  0th  January,  1798.— Waddell  Cunningham,  in  the 

Chair: 

-    Several  years  have  elapsed  since  many  of  the  wisest  and 
best  men  in  'England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  stimulated  their . 
countrymen  to  demand  a  Parliamentary  Reform ;  under  a  con- 
viction that  it  would  conduce  as  much  to  the  stability  of  go- 
vernment, as  to  the  liberty  of  the  people.     Had  that  demand 
been  unreasonable,  or  that  reform  unnecessary,  both  would 
long  since  have  been  forgotten,  or  remained  neglected.     But 
that,  demand  has  gained  strength  by  age:  and  the  People,  in* 
stead  of  being  lulled  into  indolence,  are  in  danger  of  being 
roused  into  fury.     Had  {he  advice  and  in  treaties  of  moderate 
men  been  attended  to,  the  constitution  and  the  administration 
Of  this  country  would  now  be  secure ;  and  continental  revolu- 
tions would  be  contemplated  by  thfe  free  and  peaceable  Island, 
as  transactions  in   which,  we  had  no  other  share,  than  tha 
which  man  should  take  in  the  sufferings  or  the  welfare  of  man. 
,    Those  honest  patriots  who  first  excited  the  people,  and  of- 
fered their  best  advice  to  government,  are  now  called  upon  to 
remind  and  forewarn  administration  of  the  consequences  of 
their  former  supineness,  arid  their  present  obstinacy.    They 
liave  also  exerted  themselves  in  keeping  alive  some  respect  for 
the  constitution,  and  some  regard  to  peace,  together  with  hope 
of  redress.  But  if  their  exhortations  to  government  be  slighted, 
j&ey  feel  tha^  their  influence  with  the  people  will  be  equally 
disregarded.     They  will  then  be  reduced  to  a  dilemma,  which, 
cannot  long  hold  them  in  suspence.  They  must  iake  part  with 
government,  or  they  must  enlist  under  the  banners  of  the  pub- 
lic.    They  must  either  co-operate  in  establishing  a  tyranny  in 
their  coimt*y,  or  rush  into  the  intemperate  measures  of  an  in- 
dignant multitude.     They  may  be  obliged  to  renounce,  an  in- 
fatuated court,  or  to  meet  their  dearest  relations  and    friends 
in  arms.     Some  may  seek  *  remote  retreat,  and  lament  in  sj- 
encethe  miseries  and  the   crimes  by  which  their  native  land 
shall  be  overwhelmed ;  but  the  more  numerous  and  vigoious 
party  will  assuredly,  after  struggling  in  vain  against  the  tor* 
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rent,  plunge  into  the  flood  of  civil  contest;  .  They  may  endea* 
votir  to  regulate  its  course,  and  moderate  lis  rage  ;  but  they 
/will  give  it  strength-and  perseverance.  They  will  not  be  found 
among  the  least  formidable  enemies/or  the  least  active  patriots.  - 
v  We  wish  not  to  insinuate,  that  there  s xists  at  present  any 
party  hostile  to  a  peaceable  settlement.  I  Mi  ere' be,  we  know 
it  not :  but  this  we  know,  that  the  publfc  mind  is  in  a  ferment 
•--that  the  public  arm  is  strong — and  that  the  most  desperate 
proposals  may  speedily  become  the  most  grateful. 

We,  therefore,  who  have  always  sought  for  reform  within 
the  limits  of  the  constitution,  and  studied  to  combine  liberty 
•  with  peace,  have  determined  not  to  slacken  our  exertions  for 
the  attainment  of  the  one,  and  the  preservation  of  the  other. 
We  have  resolved,  that  whatever  may  be  the  resuhvof  the  pre- 
sent crisis,  we  fihall  be  blameless ;  and  that'  neither  our  rulers 
nor  our  fellow-subjects  shall  have  cause  to  accuse  us  either  of 
intemperance  or  remissness..  But  we  must  at  the  same  time 
•solemnly  declare,. that  if  the  just  demands  of  the  people  hf 
despised,  those  toho  refuse,  and.  those  who  resist  redress,  wilt 
be  answerable  to  posterity,  to  their  country,  and  to  God,  for 
all  the  crimes  and  calamities  that  may  follow.  ^ 

.In  order  to  avert  these  evils  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  by  pro* 
rooting  the  object  recited  above,  we  have  associated  under  the 
title  of  the  Friends  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform  ;  an4 
Jiave  drawn  up  the  following  fundamental  principles,  in  thf 
hopes  that  all  who  approve  of  their  spirit  will  follow  our  ex- 
ample, by  forming  societies  of  the  same  kind  ;  so  that  the  will 
of  the  public  may  be  so  explicilly  declared  on  a  few  clear  and  • 
indisputable  points,  that'  opposition  to  such  measures  may  find 
no  pretext  in  any  shades  of  difference  among  the  people.  Ac- 
tuated by  these  motives,  we  solicit  a  friendly  communication 
and  corresppndence  with  every  society  in  Ireland,  institute^ 
with  similar  views  :  from  a  desire  to  receive  or  give  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  an  improvement  in  the  representation  of 
the  Commons  in  their  own  House  of  parliament ;  on  a  plan 
for  its  reform ;  and  on  the  most  effectual  measures  for  carrying 
it  into  execution,      £  •  ' ; 

PRINCIPLES.  * 

L  A  constitution  composed  oithsKing,  Lords,  and  People*, 
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tjie  latter  £ully  and  equally  represented  in.  a  House  of  Com- 
mons, we  prefer  to  every  other— as  adcnirably  suited  to  the 
genius,  wishes,  and  interests  of  Ireland. 

II.  The  present  mode  of  representation  is  absurd,  unequal, 
and  inadequate;  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  own  and  of 
every  free  government. 

III.  We  assert,  that  the  basis  of  election  should  be  extended 
to  the  people  of  every  religious  denomination. 

With  a  constitution  so  modelled,  as  to  restore  the  just  rights 
of  the  collective  body,  without  infringing  on  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown,  or  on  the  dignities  of  the  peerage!  we  think  this 
nation,  whose  loyalty  has  ever  kept  pace  with  their  love  of 
freedom,  will  be  satisfied  and  rest  content.    To  obtain  it, 
therefore,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  individual  la  the  mostigrofte 
part  of  the  realm  to  come  forward,  as  the  voice  of  the  whole 
j>eople  cannot  be  raised  without  redress.    It  is  the  interest  of 
all  orders  in  the  state,  from  the  Sovereign  through  every  gra- 
dation of  the  constituted  powers,  to  submit  to  the  demands  of 
justice;  for  that  government  ip  uncertain/  fluctuating,  and 
liable  to  eternal  convulsions,  which  is  founded  on  principle* 
opposed  to  the  public  will.    A  government  to  which  the  eon- 
sent  of  the  community  is  wanting,  verges  on  despotism,  and 
will  terminate  in  anarchy. 

At  the  third  meeting  of  the  society,  held  January  if,  1793. 

Narcissus  Batt,  in  the  Chair, 
Resolved,— That    a  correspondence  be  opened  with  the 
friends  of  the  Constitution,  of Liberty,  and  Peace  m  Dr/BUtf; 
and  that  copies  of  those  and  future  public  transactions  of  this 
-  society  be  regularly  transmitted  to  them. 
Signed  by  order 

NARCISSUS  BATT,  Chairman, 
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•♦    - AltftESTS. 

Jan.-t- Yesterday  two  inhabitants  of  this  town  were  appre* 
hm$<&  *n  consequ^p  of  au  order  ftomt^  Attorney-Gene- 
ra}, pU^ged  with  Jiving  distributed  certain  papers  among  the 
military  stationed  in  this  town.  They  have  beth  given  bail 
to  take  their  trial  at  next  assizes.— (Belfast  News  Letter.  J 

January  14.-— In  conformity  to  the  resolutions  of  the,  town* 
meeting,  (Dec.  26,,  1793,)  a  meeting  of  Delegates  from  the 
respective  parishes  of  th9  county  of  Antrim  assembled  at 
Ballymena  on  the  14th  of  January. .  From  the  town  of  Bel- 
fast  there  were  present  Rev.  Sinclaire  Kelburne,  and  John 
Holmes,  and  from  the  parish,  William  Sinclaire.  Alexander  . 
M 'Mantis  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  it  was  recommended, 
that  the  eight  other  counties  of  Ulster  should  hold  meetings 
for  the  purpose  of  appointing  26  delegates  each,  to  represent 
them  in  a  provincial  convention  to  be  assembled  at  Dungannon. 
on  the  1 5th  oi  February ;  26  persons  (iqcludiqg  the  two  go- 
vernment representatives  for  the  county,)  were  then  returned 
from  the  8  ffaronies  of  the  county  of  Antrim  to  attend  the 
convention,  of  whom  W.  Sinclaire,  John; Holmes,  and  Henry 
Joy  were  elected  for  the  barony  of  Belfast. 

BELFAST  VOLUNTEER  COMPANY  (BLUE.) 

At  ft  meeting  of  their  commit  fee,  at  the  Donegal-Arms*  on 
the  14th  Jtoiuaty,  f  7»&— 

Colonel  Charles  Ranken,  in  the  Chair  ? 
Btsolved.— That  it  is  the  opinion- W  this  c#tpi*ittee,  that 
the  battalion  should  be  divided,  into  four,  companies*  and  that 
die  officers  necessary  for  each,  is  one  captain  and  one  Rente* 
nant,  together  with  a  sergeant. 

J.  S.  M/Ck£AN>  Secretary, 
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x  Wanted. — Two  additional  Drummers,  and  two  Fifera,  who 

know  their  duty.— Apply  to  Rogers,  Fife- Major. 

m  i 

ffr  Recruits  are  requested  to  attend  drill,  nt  the  market- 
house,  on  the  mornings  and  evenings  of  Monday,  Wednesdayv 
and  Friday,  at  8  o'clock* 

*  Market-house,  Jan.  16,  1795. 
BELFAST  REGIMENT  OF  NATIONAL  VOLUNTEERS. 
%  William  Tennent,  Chairman. 

Resolved. — That  this  Regiment  do  meet  at  the  Brow* 
Linen  Hall,  on  Sunday  next  the  20th  inst  at  two  o'clock,  to 
receive  the  printed  report  of  their  committee. 

Resolved.— That  this  Regiment  do  meet  (in  Jutt  uniform, 
with  side  arms  J  at  the  Brown  Linen  Hall,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
on  Sunday  the  27th  inst.  in  order  to  march  to  Mr  Vance's 
Meeting-House  to  hear  divine  service  ;  and,  that  on  said  day, 
the  Regiment  do  take  the  report  of  their  committee  into, 
consideration.  N  # 

•      WM,  TENNENT.  : 

1    ADDRESS  TO  THE  KING. 

TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 


The  Hvxbl*  address  of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast, 
vened  in  the  Town-House,  on  the  19th  of  January  1793,  by 
public  advertisement. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  inhabitant*  af 
Belfast,  with  hearts  penetrated  with  the  liveliest  gratitude%  most  hjU*- 
bly  entreat  your  Majesty  to  accept  our  nincercst  thanks  for  your  Jfajatof* 
care  of,  and  affection  for  the  people  of  this  Kingdom,  so  Mrongly  ma* 
nifested  by  your  Majesty'*  recommending  to  the  serious  attention  of 
your  Irish  Parliament,  the  situation  of  oar  brethren  your  Majors  CsAJmr 
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lie  tmhjteta  of  Ireland*  a  meftsfere  of  deriMgiiMal  wisdom  and  good 
new ;  and  from  which  we    trust,  the  happiest  consequences  will  accrue 
to  all  the  people  of  this  country. 

With  the  warmest  sentiments  of  loyalty  and  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jesty* 9  person,    and  to  your  Mwiriou*  facte,  we  fervently  pray  that 
3<mr  Majesty  may  hme  long  and  happy,  and  that  the  crown  may  descend 
with  undiminished  lustre  in  your  Majesty's  family  to  lateit  generations. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Meeting, 
and  in  their  Name,  * 

CHARLES  RANK  EN,  Chairman. 
SAMUEL  NEILSON,     Secretary* 

January  25.— This  day  a  meeting  Was  held  of  the.  inhabi- 
tants of^the  Barony  pf  Belfast ;  when  instructions  were  agreed 
'to}'  for  the  Government  of  its  Delegates  at  the  approaching 
Dungsvraon  Meeting, 

On  Monday  last  (Jan.  28,  1793,)  six  informations  were 
filed  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  against  the  proprietors  of 
the  Northern  Star,  for  so  many  publications  which  it  has 
pleased  the  Attorney  General  to  calf  seditious. — Thus  argu- 
ment and  public  discussion  (instead  of  being  refuted,  if  refut- 
able, on  the  ground  of  reason  and  common  sense,)  is  to  be 
drowned  by  persecution.-— So  much  for  the  Liberty  of  the 
Press  in  Ireland.— -(Northern  Star.) 

SMUGGLED  ARMS. 

-The  houses  and  stores  of  some  of  the  most  respectable- in- 
habitants of  this  town  and  neighbourhood,  hare  been  searched 
within  these  fej?  daysHby  officers  of  the  Custom  House!  under 
a  pretence  of  their  concealing  smuggled  arms.  Do  the  Custom 
House  gentlemen  forget  that  muskets  pay  only  ten  per  cent* 
en  importation;  and  of  course  that  no  man  in  his  senses  would 
smuggle  them?— -Or  does  this  proceeding  form  a  part  of  the 
grand  system  of  intimidation  ?  If  the  latter  be  the  case,  which 
we  the  rather  suppose,  we  will  tell  those  gentlemen,  as  well  as 
their  employers,  that  it  wont  do*— (Northern  Star.) 

Jan*  80— The  sum  of  £53,  Ss  0d  has  been  collected  in  . 


44$»  TUB  HISTORY  Ofr  MUAST,  f WSB 

-T TT— T  ■  ■■   i         't 

Belfast,  for  the  French  Priests  and  Etoigrants  in  England, 
and  has  been  remitted. 

On  Sunday  (Feb.  S.)  the  Belfast  regiment  of  National, 
Volunteers  paraded  in  uniform,  for  the  first  time,  and  at- 
tended divine  service,  at  the  second  dissenting  congregation. 
of  thh  town.— C Belfast  Nem  Letter.) 

Either  one  or  two  additional  regiments  and  artillery  are 
immediately  expected  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  38th  is  on 
the  march,  and  some  pieces  of  cannon;  six  were  yesterday  at 
Banbridge.  It  is  very  confidently  asserted,,  that  there  mil 
be  an  encampment  of  regular  forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Carrickfergus  in  the  course  of  the  Spring  or  Summer.— fifof.^ 

DUNGANNON  MEETING. 

FtbrwrytSt  V79& 
We,  the  Delegates  of  the  Province  of  UJ*tev  appointed 
at  separate  meetings  pi  the  counties, .  assembled  *t  DunnaU 
non  on  the  anniversary  of  that  day  which  first  freed*  Ireland 
from  foreign  Legislation :  being,  fully  acquainted  with  the  sen* 
tiweats  of  our  particular  districts,  deckre.  the  sense  of  the  Pto* 
pie  in  the  foHowing  terms. 

William  Sha*m*n»  Esq.  in  the  Ghak 

Henry  Joy,  1  -« 

Wat.  An^sTnoWo,    f   Secretaries. 

Sesolved^thsit  five  persons  from  each  county,  together 
with,  the  Chairman  and  the  Secretaries,  be  a  committee  for  pre- 
paring resolutions  for  this  Meeting. 

A  Committee  having  accordingly  been  appointed— the  meet- 
ing adjourned  till  next  day. 

February  Iff. 
The  'Committee  having  reported,  by  their  Chairman,  (Ale» 
StfttfarT,  Esq.)  the  following    resolutions  were  unanimously 
,  *greed  to;— 
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1.  Resolved— That  we  are  cordially  attached  to  the  form,  arid  origi- 
nal Principles  of  the  British  Constitution ;  as  uniting  the  advantages,  and 
tempering  the  defects*,  of  the  three  simple  modes  of  Government— Jlfo- 
narchy — Aristocracy— and  Democracy. 

2.  Resolved.— That  we  view  with  the  warmest  affection  and  gratitude, 
4oe  paternal  regard  at  our  -gracious  sovereign,  to  his  loyal  subjects  of 
this  kingdom  ;  manifested  in  his  directing  the  attention  of  Parliament, 
to  the  depressed  circumstances  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland ;  and 
bis  recommending  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  may  unite  all  orders 
•f  the  People,  in  their  attachment  to  the  Constitution. 

3.  Resolved.-— That  we  highly  disapprove  Of  Republican  Fo*ms  or 
Government,  as  applied  to  this  kingdom  $  and  we  reject  with  abhorrence 
those  principles  which  have  a  tendency  to  disolve  all  government,  and 
destroy  every  wise  and  salutary  distinction  in  society. 

4.  i^saoiverf.— That  it  is  the  constitutional  right  of  (he  People,  And  es- 
sential to  the  very  being  of  their  Liberty,  to  be  fully  and  equally  repre- 
sented in  their  own  House  of  Parliament. 

5.  JReaotoei.— That  the  present  state  of  the  Representationf  m  the  House 
ef  Commons,  is  partial  and  inadequate— -subversive,  of  the  Tights  of  the 
people;  and— AN  INTOLERABLE  GRIEVANCE.  .     • 

6.  AesdfoeA— tfhat  it  apjtears  to  us,  that  several  Lords,  spiritual  and 
temporal,  as  well  as  Commoners,  direct  the  returns  of  more  than  twe 
hundred  members  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  leaving  not  one  third 
•f  the  representation  to  the  people. 

7.  Resolved.— That  \i  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting*  -  that  all  Bo» 
roughs  should  be  disfranchised,  •  and  Representation  established  on  fair 
and  rational  principles— by  extending  the  elective  franchise  equally  to 
persons  of  every  religious  persuasion,  by  elections  frequently  repeated,  and 
by  a  distribution  of  Representatives,  proportioned  to  the  population  and 
the  wealth  of  the  Country. 

9.  Resotvtd.— That  we  have  seen  with  satisfaction,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons pledge  themselves  to  an  immediate  and  fair  inquiry  into  the  state 
ef  the  Representation,;  and  we  conjure  them,  as  they  regard  their  own 
/ailA  and  Jbiwrar,  the  safety  of  out  invaluable  Constitution,  and  the  re- 
storation of  the  public  mind  to  composure  and  confidence,  to  persevere 
in  such  inquiry  with  zeal  and  steadiness  £  in  order  that  a  complete  and 
radical  Reform  may  be  speedily  effectuated. 

9.  Resolved— That  deeming  a  complete  Parliamentary  Reform,  essen- 
tial to  the  Peace,  Liberty,  and  Happiness  of  the  People,  we  do  most 
solemnly  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other,  and  to  our  Country*  that  *9 

J*  $W 
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never  wiH  abandon  the  pursuit  of  this  important  object,  but  zealously 
and  steadily  persevere,  until  a  full  and  fair  Representation  of  the 
People  shall  be  unequivocally  obtained. 

10.  Resolved— That  we  consider  the  immediate  and  entire  emancipa- 
tion of  the  Roman  Catholics,  as  a  measure  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  safety  and,  happiness  of  this  country. 

11.  Resolved, — That  a  power  be  vested  in  a  Committee,  consisting  of 
thirty  persons  for  the  purpose  of  re-con  voting  this  assembly,  (as  occa- 
sion  may  arise)  Until  the  constituent  body  is  pleased  to  return  another 
representation  of  this  Province  ;  and  that,  on  a  recommendation  b^  let* 
ter,  addressed  to  William  Sharman,  Esq.  at  Moira,  and  signed  by  seven 
members  of  the  Committee,  he  shall,  by  circular  letter  to  the  rest,  pro- 
cure the  sense  of  a  majority ;  and  if  the  measure  of  aProvinehU  meeting 
be  by  any  of  them  approved  of,  he  shall  forthwith  issue  a  summons  is 
the  name  of  the  Committee,  for  that  purpose. 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  accordingly  appointed  : 

William  Sharman,  Moira,  CAatraan,— Henry  Joy,  Belfast  $  William 
Armstrong,  I*  Deny,  Secretaries. 

COUNTIES. 

A*TaxW.-^Thomas  Morris  J0nes^Antrim.~»Jam«4  A.  Farrel,  Lame. 
Alex.  M'Manus,  Balrymena.— William  Sinelaire,  Belfast —Hugh  Boyd, 
BallycaBtles 

Domboalu— Jame  Watt,  Rathmelton.— John  Ball,.  Strahane.— John 
Allen,  Letterkenny.— John  Cochran,  Strapane^-Samuel  Ross,  L. 
Derry, 

Dowm,— Gawin  Hamilton,  Downpatriek*— Alex.  Stewart,  Letterkenny. 
Joseph  Pollock,  Dublin-— William  S.  Dickson,  Portafeny.— John  Craw- 
ford, Newtownards. 

I*  Dxm*Y.~-John  Church,  New townlimavaddy— Hugh  Lyle,  Cole* 
raine.— -Alexander  Knox,  L.  Derry.— James  Scott,  L.  Derry^-^tanas 
Atchison,  L.  Derry. 

Tyrone — Daniel  Eccles,  Omtgh.^-Jain'es  Reynolds,  Ccofcstowiim 
William  Ross,  Strabane.— -William  Stitt,  Dunganhon— Htogh  Faaltaiw, 
Cookstown.— William  PinHty,  Carricklergaf^ujiatin  Thiiiiipemi,  Clmm. 

12.  i?e*oZ«erf.— That  the  above-named  Committee  be  aflthorised  to 
communicate  with  the  fother  Provinces  of  this  kingdom,  at  this  im- 
portant crisis ;  and  to  concert  proper  means  of  calling  a  Naiimud  Co*- 
ventisit,  at  a  fufu*rday,  should  circumstances  render  such  a  Meeting 

'unavoidably  necessary.  ' 

18.  Resolved.— -That  we   beheld  with  indignation,  an  intention  of 
embodying  a  Militia  in  this  Kingdom  ;  a  measure  which  can  only  have, 
ministerial  infmnQt  for  its  object,  which  we  deem  kw4mmm  to*  tettflg 
unnecessary. 
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14.  Itetolved.— That  feeling  our  obligations  to  our  brave,  and 
disinterested  protectors,  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland*  we  cheerfully  em- 
brace the  opportunity  of  returning  them  our  warmest  acknowledge- 
ments* We  most  earnestly  exhort  them,  to  persevere  in  that  line  of 
conduct  which 'has  procured  them  the  thanks  and  the  confidence  of  this 
Nati  on  We  trust  that  they  will  increase  their  numbers  ;  improve  their 
discipline  r  and  long  continue  the  unsought  defenders  of  theJPeact,  Liberty* 
and  Constitution  of  their  country.  v 

' 1 5*  Resolved.— That  the  sincere  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Dungannon,  and  its  neighbourhood,  for  their  extra* 
•rdinaxy  politeness  and  hospitality  to  the  Members  of  this  Assembly. 

WM.  SHARMAN,  Chairman. 

Matthew  Fordk,  jun.  Esq.  having  been  called  to  the 
Chair: 

Jfcsofoea'^-Tbat  the  wannest  thanks  of  this  Assembly  are  doe  to 
Wfltiam  Sntrman  Esq,  whose  conduct  in  the  senate  did  honour  to  $hc 
Nation*  and  who  is  a  proof  that  the  noblest  principles  of  actionr  are, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  Representation,*  sure  disqualifications  for 
the  enjoyment  of  public  trusts. 

.  At  a  numerous  meeting  of  Gentlemen,  inhabitants  of  the 
Counties  of  Antrira,---Monaghan,— Tyrone, — Down,— Der-. 
ry,— Donegal!,— and  Carricfcfergus,— held  at  Dungannon  the 
l^tK  February  1793.     A.  M'Manus,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

JBtMRVed,   {Unamnou*?y.)~ Slrnt  it  i*  with  infinite  concern  we  behold 
thja  Kingdom  likely  to  be  involved  in  the  horrors  and  expences  of  a  fo- 
reign war  ;  a  war  by  which,  as  a  Nation,  we  can  gain  nothing  ;  bat 
en  the  contrary  must  expose    our  Commerce  to-  depredation,  and  our  ' 
aoantoy  to  unprovoked  hostility. 

A  CAUTION. 

March  2^— At  the  present  alarming  period,  we  would,  car- 
neatly  recommend  it  to  the  people,  to  behave  with  manly  firm- 
nqsfi,  and jiot  to  suffer  themselves,  through  indignation  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  capital,  tol>e  hurried  into  any  act  of  outrage, 
or  resistance  to-the  Javrs.  By  this  line  of  conduct,  they  will 
arise*,  that  they  *re  capable  and  worthy  of  enjoying  rational 
liberty,  and  that  Abeyfenow  the  difference  {between  the  D*> 
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hands  op  a  Nation,  and  the  resistance  of  a  part.  y  Soon  will 
Ireland  speak  her  sense  of  her  present  state,  and  the  measures 
above  alluded  to  will  accelerate  the  period.  Until  then,  let 
the  people  rest  quietly  on  their  arms,  and  give  no  handle  to 
their  enemies  wherewith  to  v\iifyihem*--N(nikern  Star* 

March  7. — Yesterday,  several  magistrates  of  the  county  of 
Antrim,  proceeded  in  a  body  to  the  stores  of  two  respectable 
merchants,  in  order  to  search  for  cannon,  as  they  are  empowered 
to  do,  under  the  gunpowder  act.  There  was  not  any  cannoa 
in  the  stores  of  either  of  the  gentlemen.— AforJAovi  Star. 

The  English  papers  are  full  of  ridiculous  reports  of  insurrec- 
tions in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  particularly  in  Belfast; 
though  we  are  in  the  most  profound  peace,  and  every  appear* 
ance  of  industry,  commerce,  and  manufactures  presents  itself. 
— The  field  pieces  of  the  volunteers  of  the  town  had  more  in* 
fluence  (under  the  direction  of  the  civil  power,)  in  promoting 
good  order  than  any  other  kind  of  force  hitherto  discovered. — 
We  never  heard  ,of  them  till  now,  except  as  graceful  orna* 
xnents  at  reviews  of  the  natural  and  most  constitutional  strength 
of  Ireland  ;  except  as  tenders  for  the  service  of  government  m 
a  former  war  with  France,  when  Stewart  Banks,  Esq.  sovereign 
of  Belfast,  received  an  answer  from  the  then  lord  lieutenant's 
secretary,'  that  for  the  protection  of  our  gre*at  linen  trade,  and 
to  cover  the  coasts  from  the  insults  of  enemies,  government 
could  only  send,  us  "  a  company  of  invalids,  and  half  a  troop 
of  dismounted  Dragoons."  ^ 

Wnen  the  terrors  of  an  invasion  ceased  to  disturb  us,  we 
again  found  theaejpieces  of  artillery  enforcing  obedience  to  the 
laws  from  lawless  banditties ;  we  saw  them  carried  to  any 
place,  however  distant,  that  sheriffs required;  because,  in  cases 
cfjbrcible  possession,  they  were  preferred  as  means  lor  exe* 
cuting  the  King's  Writ;  and  for  which  they  have  received  the 
merited  thanks  of  grand  juries  and  magistrates  at  quarter* 
maws^Belfast  News-Lcttcr. 
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STATE  OF  BELFAST  AND  THE  COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM*  FROM 
THE  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRET  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HOUSE 
OF  LORDS. March  7. 

"AN  unusual  ferment  has  for  some  ponths  past  disturbed 
several  parts  of  the  North,  particularly  the  town  of  Belfast, 
and  the  County  of  Antrim  ;  it  is  kept  up  and  encouraged  by 
seditious  papers  and  pamphlets,  of  the  most  dangerous  ten* 
deucy,  printed  at  very  cheap  and  inconsiderate  rates  in  Dublin 
und  Belfast,  which  issue  almost  daily  from  certain  societies  of 
men  or  clubs  in  both  those  places,  calling  themselves  commit* 
tees  under  various  descriptions,  and  .carrying  on  a  constant 
correspondence  with  each  other.— These  publications  are 
circulated  amongst  the  people  with  the  utmost  industry,  and 
appear  to  be  calculated  to  defame  the  Government  *nd  Par- 
liament, and  to  render  the  people  dissatisfied  with  their  condition 
and  with  the  laws.  The  conduct  of  the  French  is  shamefully 
extolled,  and^  recommended  to  the  public  view  as  an  example 
for  imitation ;  hopes  and  expectations  have  been  held  up  of  their 
assistance  by  a  descent  upon  this  kingdom,  and  prayers  have 
been  offered  up  at  Belfast,  from  the  pulpit,*  for  the  success  of 
their  arms,  in  trie  presence  of  military  associations,  which  have 
been  newly  levied  and  arrayed  in  that  town.  A  body  of  men 
associated  themselves  in  Dublin,  under  the  title  of  the  First 
National  Battalion;  their  uniform  is  copied  from  the  French, 
green  turned  up  with  white,  *  white  waistcoat,  and  striped 
trowsers,  gilt  buttons,  impressed  with  a  harp,  and  letters  im? 
porting,.  "  First  National  Battalion";  no  Crown  but  a  device 
over  the  Harp,  of  a  Cap  of  Liberty  upon  a  Pike : — two  pattern 


■  *  This  charge  was  solemnly  protested  to  be  totmtity  groundless,  in  *. 
Declaration  transmitted  by  the  Dissenting  Ministers  of  the  town,  to  thp 
Lord  Chancellor  on  the  11th  of  March,  tigned— James  Bryson,  Patrick 
Vance,  William  Bruce,  and  William  Carmichael ;  and  is  fart,  by  Sin- 
c]aire  Kelbuxne. 
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coats  were  left  at  two  shops  in  Dublin.  Several  bodies  of  men 
have  been  collected  ia  different  parts  of  the  north,  armed  and 
disciplined  under  officers  chosen  by  themselves,  and  composed 
mostly  of  the  lowest  classes  of  the  people.    These  bodies  are 
daily  increasing  in  numbers  and  force ;  they  have  exerted  their 
best  endeavours  to  procure  military  men  of  experience  to  act 
as  their  officers ;  some  of  them  having  expressly  stated  that 
there  were  mbn  enough  to  be  had,  but  that  officers  were 
what  they  wanted.    Stands  of  arms  and  gunpowder,  to  a  very 
large  amount,  inuch  above  the  common  consumption,  have 
been  sent,  within  these  few  months  past,  to  Belfast  and  Newry, 
and  orders  given  for  a  much  greater  quantity,  which  h  appears 
could  be  wanted  only  for  military  operations.    At  Belfast,  bo- 
dies of  men  in  arms  are  drilled  and  exercised  for  several  hours 
almost  every  night,  by  candle-light ;  and  attempts  have  bees 
made  to  seduce  the  Soldiery,  which,  much  to  the  honour  of 
the  king's  forces,  have  proved  ineffectual. .  The  declared  object 
of  these  military  bodies  ia  to  procure  a  reform  in  parliament, 
but  the  obvious  intention  of  most  of  them  appears  to  be,  to 
overawe  the  parliament  and  the  government,  and  to  dictate  to 
both.    The  committee  forbear  mentioning  the  names  of  se* 
vera!  persons,  lest  it  should  in  any  manner  affect  any  criminal 
prosecution,  or  involve  the  personal  safety  of  any  man  who 
has  cotae  forward  to  give  them  information.    The  result  of 
their  inquiries  is,  That,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  incompatible 
with  the  public  safety  and  tranquillity  of  this  kingdom,  to  per- 
mit bodies  of  men  in  arms  to  assemble  when  they  please, 
without  any  legal  authority— and  that  die  existence  of  a  selfi- 
created  representative  body,  of  any  description  of  the  king'* 
subjects,  taking  upon  Itself  the  government  of  them, 'and  le- 
vying taxes  or  subscriptions,  to  be  applied  at  the  discretion .  of 
such  representative  body,  or  of  persons  deputed  by  them,  is 
also  incompatible  w  ith  the  public  safety  and  tranquility." 
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.J     "    ■         ■  ' '■■««— ii  Jiimm..    -■'  iujm.ii 

MILITARY  RIOT  IN  BELFAST. 

March  fl.— This  town,  after  havittg'beenf  or  time  immemo- 
rial on  the  best  footing  with  his  Majesty's  fbrces  quartered 
h  ere.,  on  the  9th  of  March  presented  a  scene  subversive  of  the 
order,  decency*  and  safety  of  the  community.  Between  sir 
and  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  body  of  the  1 7th  dragoons, 
intermixed  with  a  few  others  of  the  military,  ru  shed  from  their 
quarters,  and  drove  furiously  through  the  most  of  the  princi^ 
pal  streets  with  their  sabres  drawn,  wounding  and  maiming 
some  of  the  unoffending  inhabitants,  and. attacking  houses! 
The  consternation  of  the  town  may  be  easily  conceived.  A* 
soon  as  intelligence  of  the  riot  reached  the  officers  of  the  troop, 
they  used  much  activity  in  suppressing  it :  the  magistrates  also 
exerted  themselves,  but  the  rapidity  with  which  the  party  ' 
forced  their  way  through  the  town,  made  it  impracticable  t# 
suppress  it  till  the  injury  was  done.  'A  guard  of  450  volun- 
teers sat  up  during  the  night,  and  no  farther  harm  ensued. 

On  Sunday,  the  sovereign,  by  request,  called  a  meeting  of 
the  town,  to  consider  of  the  best  means  of  preserving  the  peace,  * 
and  bringing  the  offenders  to  justice.  A  committee  was  also 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  disturbances,  but  a 
fresh  assault  being  made  by  a  trooper  on  a  poor  unoffending 
boy,  with  many  expressions  of  menace  which  had  been  heard* 
•hewed  the  necessity  of  removing  the  dragoons  from  a  plaei 
which  they  had  so  repeatedly  insulted.  Accordingly,  On  the 
representation  of  this  new  fact  to  General  Whyte,  commander 
of  the  district,  he  ordered,  not  only  the  four  troops  which  came 
to  town  on  Saturday,  but  also  the  remaining  two  of  the  regi- 
ment (which  had  marched  seventeen  miles  that  morning,)  in* 
steady  to  leave  town. 

Various  causes  have  been  assigned  for  this  outrage.  It  wa» 
proved  on  oath,  that  some  of  the  troopers,  in  the  interval  be* 
tween  their  arrival  in  town  that  morning,  had  avowed  their 
intention  of  committing  outrage  against  certain  individuals  wbe 
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had  been  represented  to  them  as  disaffected.  It  was  also 
.  proved,  that  some  of  the,  rabble  had  insisted  that  a  fidler  in 
the  street  who  had  been  called  on  to  play  "  God  Save  thb 
Kino/'  should  not  play  it ;  and  also  used  some  disloyal  ex- 
pressions against  his  Majesty,  and  all  those  that  took  his  part : 
that  a  stone  was  thrown  by  some  of  the  rabble,  and  that  the 
troopers  then  proceeded  to  demolish  the  signs  of  Dumourier, 
Franklin,  and  Mirabeau.  But  surely  these  circumstances 
should  not  be  admitted  as  any  palliation  of  the  violent  outrages 
committed  afterwards  by  the  troopers,  on  the  persons  and 
property  of  those  who  had  not  offered  them  the  shadow  of 
.     provocation.— -Belfast  Nem-Letler. 

EXTINCTION  OF  THE  VOLUNTEERS. 

Extractof  a  public  Letter,  dated  11th  of  March,  from,  the 
Itight  Hon.  Secretary,  Robert  Hobart,  to  the  Sovereign  of 
Belfast 

"You  will  be  pleased  to  apprise  the  leading  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  armed  associations  of  Belfast,  that  it  is  deemed 
to  be  the  indispensable,  duty  of  government  to  forbid  all  un- 
lawful meetings,  under  whatever  pretence  they  may  assemble* 
which  spreads  terror  among  his  Majesty's  liege  subjects ;  and 
it  will  be  right  to  acquaint  them,  that— if  after  the  warning, 
held  out  to  them  by  the  proclamation,  they  shall  persist  in 
their  illegal  assemblies,  the  magistrates!  wilj  think  themselves 
bound  to  disperse  the  same,  and  bring  the  persons  concerned 
therein  to  the  just  punishment  of  the  law. 

« It  is  hoped  that  the  proclamation  wilt  of  itself  have  full 
effect,  and  that  no  person  whatever  will  attempt  to  violate  th& 
law  in  that  behalf,  especially  as  ignorance  therepf  qan,  after, 
such  warning,  be  no  longer  pleaded.  If,  however,  any  body  of 
men  shall,  in  defiance  of  said  proclamation,  appear,  in  arms, 
it  will  then  be  the  duty  of  the  magistrates  to  direct  them  U 
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disperse ;  and  if  they  shall  fail  to  disperse  upon  the  or- 
der-of  the  magistrate,  such  magistrate  will  arrest  the  leaders 
of  the  said  body ;  and  if  he  shall-  be  .resisted  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duty,  he  is  to  apply  to  General  Whyte,  who  " 
will  afford  him  such  assistance  as  shall  be  necessary  to  enable 
him  to  carry  the  laws  into  execution.  And  if  any  body  shall 
again  assemble,  in  anas  in  Belfast  and  the  neighbourhood,  the 
magistrate  will  exert  himself  to  prevent  the  same,  for  which 
purpose  General  WhyfrbAS  directions  to  give  every  assistance 
in  his  power."  v  • 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Report  from  the  Lords  Committees*  -ap* 
pointed  U  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  disorders  and  disturbance* 
which  prevail  in  several  parts  of  this  kingdom,  that  certain  seditious 
and  ill  affected  persons  in  several  parts  of  the  nortfc  of  this  kingdpm 
particularly  in  the  Town  of  Belfast,  have  endeavoured  to  foment  and 
entourage  discontent,  and  by  seditious  publications  circulated  amongst 
the  people,  and  calculated  to  defame  the  Government  and  the  ParbAA. 
rcent,  have  endeavoured  to  render  people  disatisfied  ,with  tfcelr.  condi- 
tion, and  with  the  laws.  * 

And  whereas  it  appears  to  us,  by  the  said  report,  that  stlaral  bodies 
of  men  have  been  collected  into  armed  associations,  and  have  beat* 
levied  and  arrayed  in  the  said  town  of  Belfast,  and  that  arms  and  gun- 
powder, to  a  Verjf  large  amount,  have  been  sent  'thither ;  that  bodies 
of  men  in  arms  are  drilled  and  exercised  by  day  and  by  nighjr  and 
that  the  declared  object  of  the  said  armed  bodies  is  redress  of  alleged 
•  grievances,  but  that  the  obvious  intention  of  most  of  them  appears  to 
te  ca>  overawe  the  Parliament  and  the  government,  and  to  dictate  to 
both.  •     ■„..'■. 

And  whereas  toese  dangerous  and  seditious  proceedings  tend  to  the 
disturbance  of.  the  public  peace,  the  obstruction  of  good  order  and  go* 
yernment,  to  the  great  injury  dt  public  credit,  and  the  subversion  of 
the  Constitution,  and  have  raised  great  alarms  in  the  minds  of  his  Ma- 
jestyfs  loyal  •subjects*  .  n  «  ' 

Now  We;  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council,  being  determined  U 
maintain' the  public  peace  against  all  attempts  to  disturb  the  same,  and 
being  desirous  to  forewarn  all  Such  persons  as  might  unadvisably  incur 
the  penalties  otrthe  law  in  this  behalf,  by  concurring  in  practices  of  a 
•  ,  tendency  sd^Jal^sropVil^  ajaisaiiig,  dorhereb^r  atrhfty  charge  all  per-  ^ 
seas  whomsoever ,  oo  their  allegianee  to  bJ»  Majesty,  to  abstain  from  * 
committing  such  oifencet  respectively.  V* 

H  So 


41$  TUB  HISTOaV  OF  BWJAST      -  '{Ml* 


▲ad  we  do  charge  and  command  the  Mafietretesv  Sheriff*  I 
tud  ether  Peace  OAcera,  having  jurisdiction  within  the  arid  torn  eC 
Belfast,  and  the  aeveral  district*  adjacent  thereto,  to  be  careful,  ia 
preserving  the  peace  within  the  same,  and  to  disperse  all  aeditiana  and 
unlawful  assemblies;  and  if  they  shall  be  restated,  to  apprehend  tfct 
oflnaders,  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Gi  Ten  at  the  Council-Chamber  in  Dublin,  the  llth  day  of  March* 
I7W. 

Fitz.  Gibbon,  C.  R,  Dublin,  Charles  CasheU Waterfecd,  Wuatuiialli 
Shannon,  BeUemont,  Charles  Pita-Gerald,  Glandore,  Dillon,1  Valen-* 
tia,  Fery,  Gosford,  Clonmell,  Loftns,  Muakerry,  Monntjoy,  Cajdaton 
J.  Beresfofd,  J.  H.  Hutchinson,  Lucius  otfltien,  I.  Blaqaier*,  *„ 
Langrishe,  ^Thomas  Conolly,  Tbeo.  Jones,  Henry  King,  H*  T« 
Clements,  R.  Cunninghame,  James  Caff,  R.  Hobart,  f>.  Latooche,  J. 
-  Monck  Mason,  James  Fitagerafd,  H.  Longaeai,  W|Ham  Forward. 

la  compliance  with  the  proclamation,  the  volunteers  ceased 

to  parade,  or  any  longer  to  appear  in  military  *my^-(Betya# 

Politics.) 

The  Volunteers  in  the  town  and  districts  adjacent  to 
Belfast,  will  observe  by  the  proclamation,  that  though  they 
•re  not  etpressly  mentioned  therein,  yet  they  are  certainly  the 
objects'  aimed  at.  It  is  therefore  for  their  consideration,  whe* 
ther  it  would  be  wise  or  pa  trio  tic  in  them  to  risk  the  peace  of 
the  country,  by  appearing  in  bodies  with  arms,  unless  to  pre* 
serve  the  public  peacej  and  to  aid  the  civil  power :  is  it  not 
much  more  magnanimous  to  discontinue  the  use  ofaraw/or 
the  prtstnt  ?— the  time  may  come,  and  that  shortly,  when  all 
Ireland  may  be  glad  to  see  the  Saviours  qf  their  Cmmhy  one* 
more  in  formidable  array,— f Northern  Star.  J 

At  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  united  Volunteer  corps 
of  Up  county  of  Antrim,  held  at  Ballymena,  the  19th  of  March 
1793,  by  requisition,  dated  8th  instant,  Captain  Dickey  in 
die  Chair;  the following  Declaration  was  proposed,  and  unani* 
mouslyagreed  tpz 

\  We  would  ill  deserve  the  honourable  name  of  life*  Volunteers,  if*4», 
the  hour  When  danger  is  aymjahcnde^  we  would  iimfy  desert  the  in* . 
tereste  of  ear  country*  A  .  .... ,  ;     ?  - 

I. 
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1±  is- true,  we  havepot  ell  begun  to  learn  the  use  of  anna  in  aae.day* 
or  in  one  year ;  but  we  are  animated  by  ouc  spirit :— the  public  good  ^  ... 
our  only  aim,  and' whe*  onfc  country  calls  for  our  assistance,  we  will  '" 
rtanfl  «f^faU,H)geih*r  fr  her  deftac*. 

Obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  land  and  readiness  to  carry  them  into 
•ffect, 'ever  have  been,  and  still  are,  the  unalterable  principles  of  Irish  < 

Volunteers!  we  there/ere  vfew^h  contemf*,  thernftraaous  suggestions 
of  those  men,  who  wilfully  misrepresent*  and  falsely  calumniate  the  < 
laudable  intentions  of  a  loyal  people. 

We  lyay e  associated  Jar  constitutional  purposes  onlg— -and,  notwfch-  i 
•tending  the  unmerited  insults  lately  offered  totbat  honourable  instittt* 
tkm  to  which  Ireland  is  indebted  for  her  tranquillity,  and  whatever  in- 
dependence she, possesses,  oar  loyalty  and  iove'of  country  rise  superior 
to  our  indignation  j  and  we  Will  act  with  promptitude  and  seat;t<4  repel  v 
foreign  invasion,  from  whatever  quarter,  or  on  whatever  pretext  it  may     , 
appear.:     •       •*,»..;...         „  ;•    , 

We  wish  weU  'to  rational  |iberty— we  trust.  ,i|  win  ittosvail  over1  the  -'  ' 
whole  face  of  the  earth ;  but  we  wish  well  also,  to  the  peace  of  Ireland*'  ,, , 
and  in  union  with  our*  fellow-cittzens,'  we  will  endeavour  to  preserve 
it  from  foreign  or  domestic  Jeoemies.  '  "  #l 

Impressed,  with  these  sentiments,  and  disclaiming  all  t  others,  of  an, 
opposite  description,  we  call'  upon  our  brother  Volunteers,  by  a  public 
and  candid  avowal  of  theirs,  to  join  with  us  in  vindicating  that  honest 
fame  ^nich  hitherto  h as  been-  untainted  by  the  bseajh  of  calumny,  audi' 
which  the  enemies  of  liberty  and  peace  now  vainly  endeavour  to  asperse. 
Let  us  all  stand  forth,'  as  in  former  days...the  unbought  defenders  of 
cur  country  ^.and  by  that  constitutional,  firm,  and  independent  conduct  i  , 
for  Which  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland  have  ever  been  signalised,  let  us 
prove 'ourselves  Wofthjr  of  the  honourable  tiust  which  oar  leUow-dusena 
have  so  universally  reposed  in  us* 

ADAM  DIC^Y.Chtfjwn.^  /..-. 
HENRY  HASLETT,  Secretary; 

March  *2.— Mr  LtBlanc,  of  this  1,0  wp,  who,  Jia4  bfien  aw«»V v  .* 
cd  under  a  warrant  from  the  Jx>rd  Xieut,  anil  carried  to  Dublin,  , :  % 
j    returned  home  after  having  undergone  an  examination  beflpre 
Mr  Secretary  Hobaru    He  was  in  custody  nearly  $br«e  w;cjqtef 
before  his  e^ajnln^tion*^  Northern  Styr.J 

April  3.— The  aaaj^ea  for  the  County  of  Antrim  ended, 
*hen  the  following  personj  were,  tried  by  jificrent  juries*?-.   <:•'  ■ 

ttobert  Orr,  and  Mose$^Pa$$<mg<m  aftindfamint  H)f/gi»g 
them  with  ail  attempt  to  alienate  the  alle^iaftoe  of  the  •oldjuem  k  ^ 
yrjl  ft  fttsfntt — Atrtittrf. 
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w  'Jfotph  Culhberi,'  for  publishing  and"<felivenng"  to  James 
Roto,  a  soldier,  an  extract  frorh  a  pamphlet  lately  published 
by  Thomas  Coftper,  of  Manchester,  respecting  U*e  nature  of 
the  military  occupation,  implicit  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
>/  superiors,  losing  the  vise  of  trlaj  by  jury,  state  of  their  pay,  &c» 
in  December  lasU~Hp«*%. ;  Senuuwe,  Fillery  «nd  Imprisons 
ment  for  one  year.   * 

CONCESSION  OF  THE  ELECTIVE  FRANCHISE  TO  TUE 
ftOMAN  CATHOLICS. 

April  9.— A&  Act  of  Parliament  received  die  royal  assent, 
by  which  the  Elective  Franchise  was  conceded  to  the  Roman, 
Catholics,  and  they  were  brought  nearly  into  the  same  poll- 
tiqaisitaation  with  ih*  Protestants,  except  that  they  still  re- 
mained excluded  from  sitting  in  Parliament,  from  being  mem- 
bers of  the  Privy  Council,  from  holding  the  office  of  sheriff; 
-  and  some  other  offices  under  the  crown^'about  thirty  in  num- 
ber, specified^  in.  the  act.  .  • 

April  15.— About  &  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  party  of  the 
artillery  and  38th  regiment,  who  had  arrived  in  town  on 
Friday  last,  attacked  a  sign  of  Dr  FranMm,  which  being  made 
of  copper,  and  hung  with  iron,  had  withstood  the  sabres  of  the 
17th  Dragoons,  but  on  this  occasion  was  laid  prostrate  by  the 
assistance  of  a  rope.  They  then  attacked  and  pulled  down  the 
sign  over  the  office  of  the  Northern  Star.  What  their  next 
enters*  would  have  been,  we  know  not ;  but  at  this  period 
thetoriva)  of  the  sovereign,  and  a  number  of  their  officers, 
put  a  stop  to  the  evening's  amusement.  The  signs,  which 
bad*been  removed  to  some  distance,  were  abandoned  to  their 
proper  owners,  and  immediately  replaced.  None  of  the  inha- 
bitants were  hurt  tm  the  occasion.---^  Northern  Star. J 

May  25.— -Another  military  affray  took  place.  Some  of 
the  inhabitants  (particularly  Mr  Birnie,)  were  dangerously 
Wcpndei  -.  -       4         »  . 
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_  CBL5B^XIQN;QF  T^  KIN^S.BIRJTH  DAY. 

To  the  Rm>.  WiUiajn  Bristw,  Sfaprtign  of BdfasU 
SIrWAs  unfounded  imputations  of  dfoloyalty#have  been  hald  out 
against  the  Town  of  Belfast,  for  koine  time  past  ;'iad  as  we  are  con* 
fidenttliM'dDet  not  e^tf^itafhout  t he  empire  a  community  more 
attached  to  the  persaeiof  the  Kng.qr  to  the  principles  that  established 
his*  family  on  the  throne.  We  request  that  you, may  give  notice  of  a. 
general  ftrttnfoation  to-mttrrow,  In  honour  of  his  Majesty's  birth-day, 
in  order  4hat  the.  tewn  may  has*  an  opportunity  of 'testifying  that  its 
love  of  liberty  is  perfectly  compatible  with  its  attachment  to  the  King.  • 
'    "  V{  .  "  *  Belfast,  3d  June,  1793,- 


C.  iftaiiten, 
B.£radshawt   • 
Robert  Holmes, 
John  Davidson, 
Charles  Brett, 
G.  Mfllveen.  jun. 
Robert  Apsley,    ' 
Hill  Wallace,  * 
Henry  Haslett, 
Hugh  Johnson, 
Samuel  tf  eilson, 
P.  Vance, 
Thomas  Milliken, 
William  Mage*. 


'  Thomas  Brows* 
•  John  Babb,  • 

John  .Cunningham   i 

George  Joy, 

William  Simms,    * 

James  Ferguson,  ? . 

Robert  Simms, 

4bhn<J.  White, 

John  B*yle, , 

Alexander  Orr, 

John  Clarke, 

William  Batt, 

IUeh.  £aUw<ai,sen, 


Robert  Callwell, 
'   Walter  Crawford,    '' 
•  ...» Vah  Jones*  '.  ; 

.  John,  Alexander, 
Wad.  Cunningham, 
Stewart  Banks,    »  ^ 
•George  Black*  ..... 
George  Black,  jun. 
Geo.  M.  Alexander,' 
.   John  Holmes, 
Barth.  Fuller,     r    , 
Henry  Joy, 
.  R.  M •Cmnrlck, 
£<#»*,  Jmm  3,  1798. 


-  (T,ic,  iatcntsscftle  *o*r,  or  w/.t<a  tki*  Advert  ?*+%.,  Spa*  0r^njjtitu 
prevented  Ha.  ours? ana  of  w.any  Stgn.  t.. et:  rv  wmtit :/'?...  ■-.. 

I  am  happy  in  meeting  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast ;  an4  t. 
request  that  there  may  be  a  general  illumination  to-morrow  night,  ia 
honour  of  his  Majesty's  birth-day.  '    • 

WILLIAM  BRISTOW,  Imrtsj*. 

/  FOURTH  OF  JT/NB. 

Yesterday  evening,  tlijs  town  was  generally  aad  brilSan^r 
illuminated  in  honour  of  bis  Majesty's  birth-day  .*r-Tbe  bistocjr 
of  mankind  furnishes  hut  few  instances  of.  suj&.  unfounded 
calumny  and  wicked  misrepresentation  as  have  been  circulated 
for  some  time  past;  against  the  inhabitants;  of  the  town  of 
Belfast.  It  may  be  proper  to  inquire  what  has  been  the  eon* 
-  duct  and  sentiments  of  a  people  thus  vilified-— They  have 
ever  manifested  a  love  of  liberty,  and  an  irreconcilable  hatred 
(o  tyranny  and  corruption,  still  paying  the  mpst  p?qfipl4 


4«t    .  THE  HUTOttT  OF  i*L*AWr      -  [ITS* 


Teneration  to  the  law;-*- tbey  reprobated  the  American 
as  cruel  and  uojtwt— they  took  up  arms  in  tbeir  own  defease, 
when  abandoned '  tar  government,  and  thus  commenced  the 
remarkable  sera  of  Volunteering;  they  successively  promo*** 
the  gnat questions  of  Free  Trade,  National'  Independence, 
and  Parliamentary  Reform,x(Ms  last  they  bare  repeate&jr 
brought  before  tjieir  countrymen,  and  hare  ever  considered  it 
the  oufy  means  of  preserving  the  present  government  of  Kong* 
Lords;  and  Commons.)    T*hey  have  rejoiced  at  the  downfial 
of  despotism  in  France,  without,  by  any-meana,  approving  of 
all  the  transactions  which  have  succeeded  the  revolution  in 
that  cduntry.— But  their  great  and  never  to  be  forgiven  crime 
is,  their  having  led  the  way  to  the  emancipation  of  three- fourths 
of  their  countrymen  !•— Such  has  been  the  political  conduct  of 
Belfast  for  these  last  twenty  years,  during  which  period  it  has 
rapidly  improved  in  population,  Commerce,  and  manufactures, 
—and  for  these  sentiments,  and  ibis.cojnduct,  its  inhabitants 
have  been  branded  tfith  the  vilest  epithets  in  our    vocabulary 
— Faction,  jedftidii,  treason,  and  rebellion,  have  been  .echoed 
from  every  Venal  print,  to  every  venal  tongue  in  Ireland*  *  Tim 
plunderers  of  the  people  sbftj^eripg  themselves,  as  usual,  under 
the  throne,  and  attempting  to  make  the  king,  as  it*  were, « 
partner  in  their  corruptions,  have  studiously  attempted  to  con* 
•true  tile  exertions  of  Belfast,  in  favour  of  liberty,  as  tending 
is  abolish  monarchy— as  if  liberty  and  monarchy  were  incon* 
aistent    Under  these  circumstances,  tne  town  availed  itself  of 
the  King  s  birth-day,  which  they  celebrated  in  ocder  to  testify 
their  unvaried  opinions,  that  civil  liberty  can  exist  perfect 
and  pore  under  *  limited  monarchy,  that  their  exertions  have 
been  always  directed,  not  against  a  King,  whose  late  reeonw 
i  anendation  in  favour  of  the  Catholics  \was  particularly  gratis 
tying  to  Belfast,  but  against  those  who,  wnilst  they  deceive 
their  Sbvereign,  wanton  upon  the  spoils  of  the  people,— 
fNckktrnSiar.}    "/  • 
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1     1  nBggggjsagil    it       ,  '    11    1  ,i 

Fwm  a  Court  Paper  rf  the  28th  ult.  published  in  Dublin, 
me(N<tfk€m  Star,  October  2,  lfy*,)  esstfect  the  following 

,  paragraph  i*~ 

•'    «Oar  readers  wW  smite  when  they  are  informed,  that  there 
exists  a  society  of  patriotic  citittn*  in  Belfast,  who,  durihgt 
the  whole  summer,  hare  been  at  the  expence  of  sending  ex« 
presses  through  the  neighbouring  country,  to  disseminate  the 
news1,  when  liny  check  or  misfortune  nappeued  our  army, 
and  even  frequently  propagated'  falsehood*  in  the  same  manner, 
A  ridiculous  report  reached  the  North,  that  6000  of  our  troopa 
•were 'blown- up  before  Valenciennes,  and  these  good  gentlemen 
sent  messengers  instantly  round  the  'country  with  the  joyful 
tidings.    The  defeat  of  Marshal  Freytag,  and  the  retreat  of 
the  Dbke  of  York,  Was  no  sooner  reported  in  Belfast,  than 
handbills  were  printed  off,  and  messengers  dispatched  to  com* 
tnuriicate  these  pleasing  events   to  the  neighbouring  towns, 
without  a  moment's  delay.     At  another  time,  our  fleet  was 
reported  to  have  been  defeated,  and  Jamaica  on  the  eve  of 
being  taken;  and  in  proportion  as  the  news  was  bad,  the 
greater  industry  wa3  used  in  spreading  H ;  and  lest  any  part 
of  what  was  true  should  be  forgotten  by  the  people,  -the  same 
patriotic  societies  from  time  to  time  collect  all  the  bad  news 
tnat  had  arrived  for  a  fortnight  or  a  month  before,  and  print 
it  off  in  the  form  off  a  ballad,  and  get  hawkers  to  .hawk  it 
about  the  country,  for  the  edification  and  cojnfort  of  their 
fellow  arisen*.".  - 

We,  adds  the  Northern  Star,  think  it  a  duty  we  owe,  net 
only  to  our  fellow-citizens,  but  to  our  countrymen  at  large,  to 
assure  them,  that  the  whole  paragraph  is  an  wrfoumdei  paYiawsjjC 

Oct  SI.— As  four  gentlemen  unarmed,   were  returning 
home,  at  a  late  hour*  they  were  attacked  in  High  Street  bf*  > 
number  of  men,  in  the  undress  uniforms  of  the  Fermanagh 
nijUfVWithdr^ 
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out  one  word  havii«  pawed  between  them.    Oneof  the  gentle- 
men  was  stabbed  in  the  thigh,  and  the  other  (Httgh  Bell,) 
received  a  deep  wound  in  the  groin,  of  which  ne  died  .a  few 
days  after.     A  reward  of  150  guinea*  wa#  ofered.hy  the  n»- 
, .  habitants  for  the  discovery  of  the  mufdeier. 

November  14.— On  Monday  last,  Arch.  Hamilton  Rowan, 
Esq.  and  the  Hon.  Simon  Butler,  arrived  in  this  town,  on  their 
way  from  Edinburgh  to  Dublin.  As  soon  as  it  was  known  that 
they  were  in  town,  a  select  party  waited  on  them,4nd  intreated 
the  favour  of  their  company  to  dinner  next  day  (yesterday,) 
with  which  request  they  obligjrigly  complied.  Accordingly, 
they,  together  witji  Gawen  Hamilton,  Esq.  of  Killileagb,  were 
yesterday  elegantly  entertained  at  dinner,'  and  the  evening 
spent  with  that  conviviality  and  heartfelt  pleasure  which  the 
parotic  and  the  virtuous  alone  experience. 
The  following  (among  many  other,)  toasts,  were  drank  on 

the  occasion : 

*  The  Hon.  Simon  Butler,  and  the  Societies  of  Unitedlrish. 
men.— Gawen  Hamilton,  Esq.  spirit  and  honesty  to  the  coiin- 
,  try  gentlemen  of  Ireland.— Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  Esq. 
may  the  Friends  of  Liberty  ever  be  found  virtuous  and  bra  vt 
—The  King.— Ireland;  wisdom  to  her  People.— The  People 
of  Ulster,  who  have  become  one  great  Society  of  United  lrish- 
xnen.— The  Volunteers  of  Ireland,  the  unbought  preventers 
of  a  former  Invasion.— The  Scots  Convention,  success  to  their 
generous  efforts  in  the  cause  of  Human  Happiness. — The 
Friends  of  the  People,  in  England—^Mr  Muir ;  may  his  ex- 
alted sentiments  penetrate  the  walls  of  the  Irish  prisons,  and 
cheer  t&ie  solitary  tenants,  victims  of  Liberty.-— Mr  Bond,  the 
steady  and  patriotic  companion  of  our  truly  noble  guest.— Dr 
Reynolds,  the  assertor  of  the  legal  fights  of  Irishmen.— Gran- 
,  *i*5  Sharp,  Esq.  and  the  Abolition  ofSlaVef$  &fe<£and 
White.— The  Swine  of  England, 'the  Hobble  ot  Scotland,  and 
the  Wretcku  of  Ireland— The  People  of  Poland;  may  tbe 
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principles  of  the  European  Despots  never  become  the  rule  of 
private  life.— The  Freedom  of  the  Press,  the' only  means  of 
obtaining  liberty  without  Bloodshed— The  Catholic  Com- 
mittee, who  declared  for  a  Reform  in  Parliament— Liberty 
and  peace  to  Mankind. 

The  four  societies  of  United  Irishmen  of  this  town,  pre* 
sented  the  Hon.  Simon  Butler  with  an  Address  on  the  occa- 
sion, expressive  of  the  high  sense  they  entertained  of  his  firm 
and  patriotic,  conduct,  during,  and  since  his  imprisonment,  to 
which  he  returned  a  most  satisfactory  answer.  ( 

They  both  proceeded  to  Dublin  this  morning. 

During  the  stay  of  these  gentlemen  in  Edinburgh,  they 
were  entertained  at  dinner  by  the  committee  of  "  Friends  of 
the  People,"  at  the  Exchange  Coffeehouse.  The  Rev.  Mr 
.  Newton,  Preses.  Such  ,of  the  delegates  as  had  arrived  from 
England  to  the  Scots  Convention,  were  also  entertained  at 
the  same  time.  .  The  following  toasts  were  drank : 

*  May  the  Nations  be  enlightened. — The  Land  in  which  Bu> 
cliannon  wrote,  Fletcher  spoke,  and  Wallace  fought-— The 
love  of  Liberty,  with  the  Spirit  of  Union. — May  the  name  of 
Englishman,  Scotsman,  and  Irishman,  be  lost  in  that  of  Ci+ 
tizen.— The  Pulse  of  Sidney.— f  Northern  Star  .J 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  IRISHMEN  OF  BELFAST,  TOTHX 
HONOURABLE  SIMON  BUTLER. 
Si*,-— We  are  happy  to  see  you  in  this  town— a  town  that  like  yom 
has  been  calumniated,  and  like  yon  oppressed,  yte  rejoice  at  seeing 
among  ne  a  pre-eminent  friend  to  that  cause  which  is  just,  and  to  those)', 
measures  which  can  alone  save  this  country.  You  have  suffered  paint 
and  penalties.  We  congratulate  you  ;  because  power  has  neither  chang- 
ed your  principles  nor  broken  your  spirit.  «  Be  assured  Sir,  the  period 
if  not  remote,  when  justice,  liberty,  and  tenth  will  prevail. 


MR  BUTLER'S  Answer. 
The  approbation  of  the  patriotic  mind  is  ever  gratefttl  to  my  hear* 
and  as  such  1  receive,  your  address.    You  have  risen  superior  to  the 
malignancy  of  calumny,  and  the  oppressions  of  power ;  and  I~4rust( 
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that  with  such  an  example  before  me,  I  will  not  be  deterred  from  the 
performance  of  my  duty,  in  a  cause  which  has  universal  emancipation 
for  its  object,  i  wqaUd  have  sought  redress,  by  an  humble  and  res- 
pectful petition  to  t!w  House  of  Commons,  but «'  Oppositioh,"  whose' 
only  view  is  power  and  emolument,  refiued  under  the  government  of 
a  party  spirit,  to  present  or  support  it ;  and  by  that,  and  the  wWe 
tenor  of  their  conduct,  most  clearly  evinced  a  settled  determination  of 
not  giving  any  countenance  to  us,  in  the  great  contest  in  which  we  are 
at  present  engaged.  The  justice  of  our  cause  and  our  own  exertions, 
must  therefore,  in  my  apprehension,  be  the  foundation  upon  which  we 
are  to  ground  our  expectations  of  success,  of  which  I  never  entertained 
a  doubt ;  for  though  many  will  suffer,  and  some  may  bleed,  the  cause 
of  justice  must  be  ftaally  triumphant. 

179*. 
January  6. — An  election  was  held  at  Camckfergns  for  a 

knight  .of  the  shire  for  the  county  of  Antrim,  in  the  room  of 
John  O'Neill  raised  to  the  peerage.  The  writ  of  election  hav- 
ing been  read,  and  the  sheriff  sworn,  James  Stewart  Moore 
proposed  Hugh  Boyd  of  Ballycastle.-  he  was  seconded  by 
Wsddeil  Cunningham,  and  unanimously  elected  by  show  of 
hands,  amidst  the  loudest  bursts  of  applause.  Just  before 
the  sheriff  put  the  question,  an  elector  proposed  that  Test, 
which  the  county  has  adopted  (See  p.  S43)  and  deemed  indis- 
pensable, to  Mr  Boyd  for  signature,  which  was  immediately 
complied  with.,  The  new  member  was  accompanied  by  a  very 
respectable  number  of  gentlemen,  from  Belfast  and  other  parts 
of  the  country. 

TRIAL  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  NORTHERN  STAR. 

On  Wednesday,  the  38th  of  May,  this  caifte  came  to  be  tried 
at  the  bar  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  before  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Clonmel,  and  Mr  Justice  Downes.  In  the  information 
the  following  persons  are  stated  to  have  been  proprietors  of 
«' The  Northern  Star."  » 

William  M'Cleery,  Tanner, '  John  Boyle,  Merchant, 

William  Tennent,  Merchant,  William  Simms,  Tanner, 

John  Httlett,  Woollen-Draper,  Robert  Simms,  Tanner, 
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Henry  Hattett,  Broker  and  Merchant,     G»  M'llveen,  Linen-Draper, ; 
.William  Magee,  Printer  an^  Stationer,    John  Tiadall,  Printer, 
SamueJ  Neilson,  Woollen- Draper,  J  ohn  Rabb,  Printer,— and 

Robert  Call  well,  Printer ;  aU  of  Belfast.  l 

*  •      .    * 

The  following  gentlemen  composed  the  Jury : 

Thos.  Morris  JTones,  of  Moneyglass,  Samp.  Moore,  of  Springraoun  t, 

tones  Stewart  Moore,  of  Ballydmty,  Langford  Hey  land,  ofCromlin,  > 

Francis  Shaw,  of  Carrrickfergus,  Staff.  Gorman,  of  Brewmount, 

Robert  Gage,  of  Rathliii,  Jackson  Clark,  of  Antrim, 

Henry  C.  Ellis,  of  Project,  Alex.  M'Auley,  of  GlenviHe, . 

George  Stewart,  of  Glenarm,  £.  M'lldowney,  of  Ballycastle* 

The  pleadings  were  opened  on  ihe  part  of  the  crown  by  Mr 
Ruxton,  and  the  case  stated  by  the  attorney-general  (Arthur 
Wolfe,  afterwards  Lord  Kilrvarden,) — "  that  they,  the  proprie- 
tors, tending  to  stir  up  discontent  and  sedition  among  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  and  to  cause  it  to  be  believed  that  there  is  not 
any  government  lawfully  constituted  in  the  kingdom  of  Ire* 
land,  did,  on  the  1 5th  of  December,  1793,  publish,  or  cause 
to  be  published,  a  wicked*,  malicious,  and  seditious  libel." — . 
(See  page  388.)       ' 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  crown  was— James  M*Con« 
nell,  quay-officer  of  Belfast,  who  had  purchased  the  whole  series 
of  the  Star,  from  the  commencement  (being  directed,  as  he 
alleged,  by  the  Hon.  Chichester  Skeffington,  collector  of  Bel- 
fast, and  Rowland  Jackson  O'Connor,  Esq.  distributor  of 
stamps  for  the  county  of  Antrim. 

It  being  urged,  that  the  evidence  for  the  crown  applied  only 
to  the  printer,  and  not  against  all  the  defendants,  the  latter 
were  immediately  acquitted,  and  John  Rabb,  the  printer,  found 
guilty.-— Messrs  Dobbs,  Curran,  Dunn,  and  Stewart,  acted' 
as  council  for  the  prisoner. 

In  the  course  of  the  trial  it  appeared,  that  the  persons  ac* 
cused  were  the  printers  and  proprietors  from  the  commence- 
nfentof  the  paper  down  to  the  17th  August,  1793,  "  when  a 
new  affidavit  was  made  by  R,  Simms,  H.  Haslett*  W.  Simrai 
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S.  Neilson,  and  J.  Rabb,  stating  that  they  were  the  sole  pro- 
prietors, and  Rabb  the  sole  printer  and  publisher."  "The  other 
proprietors  found,  I  presume  (says  the  attorney-general,)  thmt 
it  was  adviseable  to  withdraw  from  a  business  so  likely  to  1m 
,  attended  with  danger  and  inconvenience." 

And  thus,  says  the  reporter  of  the  trial,  hjas  terminated  a 
prosecution  upon  one  out  of  the  seven  informations  filed,  which 
lias  been  attended  (from  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  carried  on)  with  an1  expence,  perhaps  exceeding  that  of 
any  criminal  prosecution  upon  record;— the  fees  alone  for  ob- 
taining copies  of  the  informations,  stamps,  and  fees  of  office, 
and  licence  for  Mr  Curran  to  plead  against  the  crown,  have 
been  little  short  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  ! ! ! — See,  a  tract 
entitled  A  Faithful  Report  of  the  Trial,  $c.  by  A  Barrister, 
Belfast,  1794. 

BELFAST. 
From,  tic  Northern  Star. 

It  was  some  time  ago  very  much  the  fashion  to  abuse  this 
unfortunate  town,  and  indeed  this  propensity  still  continues 
amongst  the  very  vile  and  ignorant,  who  always  take  their  cue 
from  those  above  them,  and,  who  are. incapable  of  speaking  at 
all  without  a  prompter.  Now,  as  there  is  perhaps,  no  spot  on 
earth,  where  better  morals,  more  decent  conduct,  more  real 
virtue,  or  more  of  the  light  of  reason  prevails,  it  is  curious  to 
weigh  the  accusers  against  the  accused. 

Who  then  is  it  that  dislikes  Belfast  ? 

A  gang  of  corrupt  courtiers,  who  build  their  fortunes  upon 
the  ignorance,  vice,  degradation,  and  religious  disunion  of  this 
country — they  dislike  Belfast ! 

A  gang  of  prostitute  and  base  mercenaries,  dependent  upon 

these  courtiers,  who  raise  themselves   to  their  favour  by  alt 

manner  of  villany— such  as  persuading  simple  people  to  perjure 

themselves  at  elections,  by  laughing  at  conscience  and  integrity 

as  a  state  joke-^they  dislike  Belfast  1 
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"*  A  gong  of  cpsselute  Bishops,  who  enjoy  a  great  portion  of  the 
lands  of  the  country,  and  a  great  share  in  the  legislature  of  itv 
— .wbo,  instead  of  taking  any  fender  or  affectionate  interest  in 
the  welfave  of  the  poor,  are  no  further  .known  to  them,  than  as 
t)iey  corrupt  them  by  their  example,  or  oppress  them  by  their 
avarice— they,  and  their  clergy  hate  Belfast !~ $y  There  art 
several  laudable  etceptions  here. 

The  whole  gang  of  tax-gatherers,  pensioners,  and  sycophants 
V-rcry  oat  against  Belfast  I 

The  gentlemen  of  the  standing  army,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
think,  speak,  and  act— as  they  are  commanded,  even  when 
their  own  lives  are  in  question—and  who  are  often  slaughtered 
before  they  are  quite  fattened— Mey  stnear,  most  bloodify,  thai 
they'll  burn  Belfast! /J * '.    '  , 

Booby 'Squires,  who  are  the  dupes  df  subtle  courtiers,  and  ' 
*  who  have  not  sagacity  to  see  that  by  making  common  cause 
with  them,  tbey  are  running  headlong  into  the  consequences 
xS their  vice* — "Lives  and  fortune  men"  and  «  Protestant 
asvendancyboys**—\hey  are  contemptible  enough  to»spit  their 
little  venom  at  Belfast  r    T 

Guzzling  corporations,  jealous  of  (heir  absurd  monopolies, 
and  mock  dignity  ;  they  drink— u  Damnation  to  Belfast !  !  ! 

Old,  idle,  card-playing  tabbies,  who  complain  that  the  mod 

have  raised  the  price  of  chair-hire,  and  of  butcher's  meat— 

,  they  are  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  wicked  disturbance*  itt 

Belfast! 

*     -    < 
CCjT  And  the  disinterested  tribe  of  the  law,  lake  no  fees  for 

-  railing  against  Belfast  ^(Northern  Star.) 

June  23.— A  reward  of  200  guineas  was  offered  by  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  the  town,,  for  the  discovery  of  the  dis- 
tributors of  «  anonymous  letters  among  the  privates  of  the 
7fth  foment  quarter^  here,— tending  to  deceive  them,  and 


490  THE  HISTORY  OF  BELFAST.  117** 

to  excite  a  spirit  of  insuboidtnatioii  and  disaffection  to  their 
duty." 

Daring  the  autumn  of  this  year,  a  considerable  change  took 
place  in  the  United  Irish  Systbh.  As  there,  was  scarcely 
a  possibility  of  the  members  assembling  in  public,  or  t>f  opeoljr 
expressing  their  political  sentiments*  they  wished  to  devise 
other  means,  and  determined .  tov  institute  a  system  of  seerejt 
associations.  Accordingly,  one  of  the  three  societies  of  United 
Irishmen  that  had  been  formed  iu  Belfast,  and  which,  having 
escaped  from  observation  by  the  obscurity  of  its  members, 
had  never  discontinued  its  sittings  ;  and  also  another  club  of 
men,  principally  in  the,  same  sphere  of  life,  some  of  whom 
had  indeed  been  United  Irishmen,  but  others  never  were, 
adopted  an  oath,  in  place  of  the  United  Irish  test,  by  which 
every  member  was  sworn  to  "  persevere  in  hjs  endeavours  to 
obtain  an  equal,  full,  and  adequate  representation  of  the 
.people  of  Ireland  ;"  omitting  the  word  "  parliament,"  &!£* 
thus  leaving  ample  room  for  the  efforts  of  republicanism,  - 
Several  others  were  also  organised  in  this  town  and  its  vicinity 
-  on  the  new  plan,  during  the  autumn  and  winter  of  1794.— f  Mac 
Nevcn's  Pieces,  p#76.J 

Nov;  17.— The  information  filed  by  the  Attorney  General 
against  the  proprietors  of  the  Northern  Star,  for  publishing  the 
Address  of  the  Society  of  United  Irishmen  to  the  Volunteers  of 
Ireland,,  (the  same  for  which  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  and 
Dr  Drennan  were  tried,*)  came  on  to  be  tried  this  day  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench. 

The  Jury  consisted  of  the  following  gentlemen: — William 
Legg,  Richard  J.  Kerr,  E.  A.  M'Naghten,  Luke  Teeling,  J. 


*  The  Address  commenced  thus :— "  Cituens,  Soldiers— You  first 
took  up  arms  to  protect  your  country  from  foreign  enemies  and  from 
aotaestic  distarbattces ;  for  the  same  pwposei  It  now  becomes  necessary 
that  you  should  resume  them." 
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Cuppage,  .Josepli  Courtney,  Skeffington  Bristow,  Thomas 
Cuppage,  Henry  Clarke,  John  Dunlop>  Adam  Hunter,  Ppintz 
Stewart, 'Esqrs.  -'> 

The  "trial  commenced  at  a' quarter  past  eleven,  and  at  a 
Jjtfarfer  past  Seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  jury  retired, 
and  after  two  hours  deliberation,  returned  '  a  verdict  of 
«*  Gttiltt  of  publishing,  but  hot  with  a  malicious  intent," 
which  verdict  not  being  accepted  by  the  court,  the  jury  re- 
tired again,  and  returned  a.  Verdict  of  Not  Guilty.  Counsel 
for  the  defendants  the  same  as  on  the  former  trial. 

1?95.— Ahout  the  commencement  of  this  year,  Earl  Fitz- 
william  arrived  in  Ireland,  and  assumed  the  reins  of  govern* 
ment;  The  most  sanguine  expectations  wtere  now  entertained 
by  the  Romanists  that  their  grievances  were  at  an  end,  and 
that  their  immediate  emancipation  would  be  granted.  Petitions 
in  consequence,  poured  in  from  all  quarters,  and  the  affair 
was  on  the  eve  of  a  decision,  when  FitzwUliam  was  suddenly 
recalled  on  the  25th  of  March. 

January  26,  1795.— A  town  meeting  was  held  in  the  3d 
dissenting  Meeting-house,  Charles  Ranken  in  the  Chair,  for 
the  purpose  of  petitioning  Parliament  in  favor  of  the  Roman: 
Catholics.  (Their  proceedings  on  this  occasion,  are  thus  re- 
corded by  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  in  Mac  Neven's  Pieces^  qf 
Irish  History,  p.  39.)  '    \» 

"  The  inhabitants-  of  Belfast  once  more  petitioned  the  House 
of  Commons  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  Rut  as  if 
io  manifest  their  utmost  extent  of  Contempt  towards  the  House 
which  they  alleged  had  insulted  the  petitions  of  the  people, 
and  then  crouched  to  a  recommendation  from  the  Throne, 
their  present  was  an  exact  transcript  of  that  which  had  been, 
*  rejected  the  year  before,  (this  is  a  mistake,  it  ought  to  be  titret 
years  before.)  No  attempt  was  made,  however,  to  repeat 
the  indignity/*  ,        ' 


W 
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ADDRESS  TO  EARL  F1TZWILL1AJ*  ON  HIS  DEPARTURE. 

March  4. — At  a  town  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  Charles 
Ranken,  in  the  Chair ;  it  was  .unanimously  resolved— that  an 
Address  1>e  prepared  and  presented  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  the 
lord  lieutenant,  in  our  name;  and  that  it  shall  be  presented 
to  his  Excellency  by  a  deputation  of  three  of  our  townsmen 
Charles  Ranken,  William  Sindaire,  and  Hugh  Montgomery,  i 

ADDRESS. 

May ttf  please  your  Excellency. 
We,  the  inhabitant!  of  Belfast,  rejoiced  with  "the  millions  of  out 
•  countrymen  on  the  appointment  of  your  Excellency  to  the  .Government 
of  this  Kingdom,  We  gratefully  admired  the  wisdom  and  benevolence 
•f  our  gracious  King,  in  selecting  for  that  important  station,  at  s  crisis 
awful  and  alarming,  a  nobleman,  whose  character,  talents,  and  virtues, 
were  so  eminently  adapted  to  calm  the  rage  of  party,  to  suppress  every 
evil,  to  encourage  every  good,  and  to  make  a  whole  people  satisfied, 
united,  'and  happy. 

We  have  rejoiced  in  the  system  of  public  measures  commenced  under 
your  Excellency's  auspices ;  a  system  which  disinterested  regard  to 
public  good  could  alone  have  dictated ;  but1  above  all,  we  have  antici- 
pated, with  emotions  too  long  unknown  to  this  country,  the  complete 
liberation  of  our  Roman  Catholic  brethren,  from  thpse.  penalties  and 
restraints  which  have  so  long  fostered  suspicion,  envy,  and  hate,  cre- 
,  ated  perpetual  disorder,  and  weakened  and  debased  the  nation. 

With  sincerity  and  gratitude  we  thank  your  Excellency  for  thos* 
wise  measures  which  jou  had  happily  begun  towards  the  enlarged  p"*' 
perity  of  whole  Ireland,  which  evidently  forms  one  of  the  first  wishe* 
of  your  benevolent  heart,  and  with  trembling  anxiety,  we  pray  'tba* 
no  contentions  of  personal  ambition  may  disturb  or  retard  them* 

The  consolation  we  have,  if  any  reflection  can  console  us  in  our 
deep  regret  and  sorrow  for  your  Excellency's  leaving  the  high  station 
you  now  fill,  is  that  your  Excellency  will  feel  the  satisfaction  of  hav- 
ing endeavoured  to  do  extensive  good,  and  enjoy  the  grateful  affectt°cl 
of  a  people,  who  know  how  much  your  Excellency's  days  would  b* 
gladdened  by  the  contemplation  of  their  happiness. 

We  pray  your  Excellency  to  continue  to  the  people  of  this  country* 
that  regard  for  their  interest  and  happiness,  which  has  been  so  evi-     ( 
dently  manifested  in  the  .measures  of  your  Administration,  and  we  beg 
leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  of  our  gratitude,  our  respect,  tnd  ** 
love,    "  . 
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We  consider  the  day  in  which  his  Majesty  entrusted  the  Irish  Scep- 
tre to  your  hand,  as  one  of  the  brightest  in  the  annals  of  our  country; 
"as  we  should  that  of  your  departure  from  us,  ad  a  day  of  National  - 
Mourning*  ^ 

%  CHARLES  RANKEN,   Chairman. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL  WHJTB,  Sec  *    ' 


To  state***  Eapcdi&xy  was  phased  to  return  tie  following  Answer. 

'-     4&mmTtxm*v,—*J.  return  you;  thanks  for  this  address,  and  am  happy 

to  receive  this  testimony  of  your  approbation  of  my  conduct.    Be  as* 

tared,  that  in  every  situation  of  tife,  and  under  all  circumstances,  I 

'  efcali  conUmte  to  bear  towards  the  whole  people  of  Ireland,   sentiments 

*  of.  the  rincereet  regard,  grati|mde,  and  affection  and  to  feel  the  deepest 

Interest  fin  their  prosperity  and  happiness. 

March  28.— (Agreeably  to  tne  resolutions  of  the  town  meet* 

4iog  of  March  4,)  thh  day.  was  observed  as  a  day  of  Na* 

-  xroNAL  Mttornikc,  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  on  account 

of  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  departure.     There    was  not  a  Shop 

or  Cotutting-houae  open  during  the  whole  day— -all  was  ona 

acene  of  sullen  indignation.— (Northern  Star.) 

BELFAST  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  MEETING. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Reman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  pa- 
riah of  Belfast,  held  in  die  tfhapel,  on  Sunday,  the  39th  of 

March,  1^- 

Wiixum  Hen  jgtEN*  in  the  Chair  ; 
The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to  • 

■ .  JlesefosWftntt  the  derided  and  manly  proceedings  of  the  Catholic* 
•f  Dublin  on  the  27th  of  February  last,  in  deputing  B.  Hussey, 
J.  Keogh,  and  E.  Byrne,  Esgrs,  to  address  the  king  on  behalf  of  the 

'  "Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  in  expressing  their  sorrow  on  the  removal  of 
the  -Earl  FftzwilUam  from  the  government  of  this  kingdom,  meet  and 
have  our  warmest  approbation;  . 

ResolixcL— -That  as  men  interested  in  common  with  our  countrymen, 
•for  the  honour  and  welfare  of  Ireland,  We  must  ever  despise  and  detest 
thoie  evil  counsellors  who  prevailed  on  the  king  to  remove  from  the 
Vicerqyship  of  this  kingdom^'  Earl  Fitswilliam,  and  those  men  he  had 
ealled  to  his  councils,  as  We  fear  measures  are  intended  thereby,  to  re- 
new ^hose  irreligious  prejudices  which  have  .too  Jong  Majfted:  t^ie  vital 
springs  of  the  nation,  prevented. tee  unto*  of  her  children,  and  fittajjy, 

I*       ■  31 
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to  prostrate  her  riving  hopes  and  virtues  at  the  feet  of  a  faction,  who* 
influence  hat  ever  been  exerted,  under  every  administration,  to  earns 
the  growing  prosperity  of  the  Iruh  people. 

Rctolved. — That  we  will  cordially  unite  with  omr  Protestant  brethren, 
on  all  and  every  occasion,  to  resist  such  insults  on  our  luUiomalmk' 
jendeade ;  whether  the  attack  come  from  a  British  Cabinet  or  Iritk  «• 
cendiarics,  and  that  we  will,  from  henceforward,  co-operate  with  tbemia 
all  due  means,  in  obtaining  that  great  national  object— a  representotioa 
of  the  People  in  the  legislature  \  without  wjiich,  it  ia  oar  firm  belief,  wt 
never  can  he  prosperous  as  a  nation*  or  happy  as  a  people* 

Jferofoed— That  it  is  with  heartfelt  satisfaction  we  behold  our  Cdtno. 
!2c  brethren,  in  almost  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  aafl?  .paying  liar 
tribute  of  honest  thanks  to  our  worthy  fellow- townsmen  of  every  per- 
suasion, for  their  early,  steady,  and  uniform  pursuits  in  the  caste  of 
•or  emancipation ;  and  we  are  happy  on  this  occasion  (if  our  small  mite 
could  add  greater  lustre  to  their  character,)  to  bear  testimony  to  their 
philanthropy  in  every  instance  of  social  intercourse  %  and  wears  proid 
to  say,  that  frem  our  long  habits  of  intimacy,  Whether  we  consider  them 
x   In  the  virtuous  exertions  of  obtaining  the  liberties  of  wtilUont,  or  in  the 
relative  duties  of  society,  we  have  ever  fdund  them  as  ilfea,  demtndfof 
•ur  admiration—as  CAritriaitr,  claiming-  our  giatitude.     The  thaab  of 
<be  meeting  were  then  returned  to  W.  T.  Jones  aod  Luke  Teeliog,  Biqj* 
WILLIAM  HRNDBEN,  Chairmtn, 
DANIEL  SHANAHAN,  Secretary. 

•  -  After  the  recal  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  the  United  Irisbme* 
began  to  spread  very  rapidly  in  the  counties  of  Down  and 
Antrim,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  form  a  general  system 
of  delegation,  on  a  scale  sufficiently  large  for  their  gropag 
importance,  and  even  capable  of  comprehending  every  p** 
iibte  increase.  Accordingly,  delegates  were  expressly  appdfot- 
ed  from  almost  every  existing  society,  and  the  representatires 
of  seventy-two  met  for  that  purpose  at  Belfast,  on  the  10* 
of  May,  1795-  In  addition  to  what  they  found  already  estab- 
lished respecting  individual  societies,  they  framed  a  system  of 

s  committees,  and  thus  completed  the  original  constitution  of 

\  the  New  United  Irishmen.    The  10th  of  May,  1795,  «*«* 
nj  fore,  produced  the  most  important  consequences  1o  IrefanA 

nsnd  as  such  will  be  remembered  by  the  latest  posterity.--** 

Nncn}  f,  101*5 
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September  1. — The  Barracks  to  the  east  jof  the  Poor-house 
)  begun  to, be  built.    The  situation  is  high  and  airy,  and 
_   commands  a  fine  view  of  the  town  and  harbour.— *(Betfatt 
NimuLeUer.)  > 

November  17 — The  lord  lieutenant  (Earl  Camden,)  paicji 
m  morning  visit  to  this  place,,  and  was  received  in  Linen-Hall  * 
•Street  by  the  Limerick  Militia,  the-  Mackay  Fencibles,  and 
the  Inverness  Highlanders,  under  arms — Ibid. 

ABSOLUTIONS  OF  THE  INDEPENDENT  FREEHOLDERS O  1 
TtfE  COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM,  TO  INTERFERE  NO  LONGER 
IN  ELECTIONS. 

x  '  *  Ballymena,  December  12,  1795' 
At  a  meeting  of  those  freeholders  who  were  appointed  by 
*he  different  parishes  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  in  February 
179%  to  support  the  freedom  of  election,  and  to  guard  the 
CJufity  from  the  baleful  influence  of  aristocracy,  regularly 
summoned,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  what  is  ibeir  duty 
•n  the  present  vacancy.— William  Du£fin,  Esq.  being  called 
to  the  Chair,  it  was   , 

Retofoed,  unanijnou$ly.-~Tha.i  we  do  not  represent,  nor  pretend  tt> 

represent,'  any  but  ourselves;  but  we  claim  the  privilege  of  offering 

•ur  best  advice  to  our  brother  freeholders,  on  a  subject  which  we  deeni 

to  be  of  considerable  importance.  "  *  ■* 

B^lved,  unanimtmaly.  Wthat  it  is  the   opinion  of  this  meeting,  that 

the  independent  freeholders  should  not  interfere  on  the  present  ©c- 


Rttolvtd,  unanimously. — That  the  following  gentlemen  be  requested 
to  withdraw,  and  prepare  a  draft  of.  proceedings  conformable  to  tat* 
above  resolutions. — - — The  Chairman,  Adam  Dickey,  George  Jackson, 
William  Sinclair,  and  Thomas  Dickey,  Esqrs,  Rev.  Robert  Christy, 
Messrs  JohnBirhie,  Gilbert  M>llveen,Jun.  John  Davison,  Robert  Simmar 
and  Samuel  Neilson.  4 

Who  having  retired  for  a  short  time,  returned,  and  reported 
the  following  resolution  and  recommendation,  to  the  meeting 
which  were  unanimously  adopted  as  the  sense  of  the  as- 
sembled freeholder*         .     : 


THE  HltfOBY  OF  HUUMV  [ItM 

mssBmSmsmmBBrnmemsBasmamsaammmmaumm* 


JU$oheds^JThMt  the  free  and  independent  clectote  of  ttie  coonty  of 
Antrim,  have,  on  every  election,  from  the  year  1776  down  to  trje  pre- 
sent  period  (five  in  number,)  evinced  their  ability  as  well  as  their  wishes, 
to  latum  to  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament  representatives  favcaaW 
able  to  the  great  cause  of  RBFORM,  in  spite  of  the  ttftamost  w&timmm  of 
to  absentee  aristocracy,  although  that  aristocracy  haa  been  occasionally 
supported  by  local  prejudice..     Sensible,  however,  as  we  are,  that  the 
txerted  spirit  of  the  indeptndtnt  fn&tUet*  of  this  eeuaty  weeM  mat* 
ftesent  occasion  be  as  ssjccessfel  as  they  have  heretofore  bee*  *,  jet,  im^ 
pressed  with  the  sad  reflection,  that  the  generally  degraded  state  of  the 
Irish  representation  must  ever  defeat  the  Jionest  efforts  of  county  re* 
preeentativi&  2  considering,  thai  after  aneasjr  eeeri*  well  directed  ever* 
else  of  this  rigkt,  instead  of  useful  otts**e«e*if,  the  liberty  of  our  country 
has  been  curtailed :  recollecting,  that  our  public  exertions  to  obtain 
<through  the  medium  of  our  delegates  in  -parliament,)  an  amendment 
of  the  representation  of  the  people  has  been  construed  into  tdithn  *  that 
the  meetings  of  our  twmortal  VcimmtmrArmp,  in  which  we  confideifar  pro- 
tection, and  te  which  this  country  gave  birth,  have  been  prohibited-; 
that  popular  exertions  have  been  made  the  pretext  for  the  most  tyrannic 
laws  1  that  this  county,  in  particular,  has  been  pointed  at  in  the  House  of 
Lords  aa  in  a  state  of  ferment  1  that  tie  greet  hody  e/tae  jpepfe  are  ex* 
eluded  from  any  share  in  the  Elective  Franchise  *.  but  above  all,  that 
the  successive  administrations  who  have  borne  sway  in  this  country,, 
have  ever  made  a  pretext  of  refusing  a  reform— net  eeeotae  it  was  u*> 
jrrpper,  but  because  the  people  were  clamorous :  andf  in  order  to  leave 
the  present  adminUtration  vifa**  nay  end  jyojagy,  so  far  at(Ues  ip  oar 
power  i  we  do  hereby  recommend  it  to  the  independent  electors  of  too 
awunty  of  Antrim.,   not  to  take  any  part  whatever  on   the  present 
occasion. 

(Signed  by  oraer,  and  on  behalf  of  the  meeting) 

WILLIAM  DUFFIN,  Chairman. 

Vt96>  January  5,^On  Tuesday  hot  the  hody  of  a  man  wag 
foUnd  at  low  waiter  near  tie  Paper  MHle  of  afcie  town,  who,  it 
it  supposed*  was  drowned  on  Monday  night.  A^arge  weigh) 
of  acloefe  waafew!  in  hi*  pocket,  and  '«me  acrapa  of  «>apaf 
scarcely  legible,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  he  was  a 
stranger  who  lately  came  from  Dublfcu  He  had  on  a  dark 
ilae  swrtout  coat,  a  brown  *oat>  waistcoat  and  braeeb**,  •#• 
peered  to  be  betweervtmrtj  and  forty,  his  hair  and  eyebrow* 
Mr  or  rather  sandy,  on  hhf  shirt  was  mvtedT.  B»  N*  1& 


TUB  }&m$W*VU?Hn+  r  4$J,,. 

*  A  eour*  of  inquiry  was  held  before  the  Sovereign,  John 
Brown,  and  Thomas  Banks,  IJsqis.  to  inquire  into,  th  e  cause. 
<*£)ri*  death.  The  jury  brought  in  their  ytrAici^Accidental 
M**tk*-(Northtfn  $U*.} 

According  to  Sir  Riohard  Musgrave,  (he  .deceased  was  i 

f#^  ofth*n*flS«  of  Fhilipa,  ,wba  a  abort  time  before  had  ar-, 

wmi  from  Dubji^  and  bad  been  introduced  to  tbe  disaffected 

*iftci*fj8afeef$;  but  having  falleo  under  a  suspicion  of  being 

an  infowet,  to  w*a  consigned  lor  the  Cto**jTT£i?  *f  Assas*v 

anuwoa,  wfao  drowned  him  near  the  Paper  Mill*  and  to  give 

*  cokw  *f  fiojfiijl*  IP  th#  *tirocj«us  deed,  they  put  a  clock 

weight  to  Us  pocket*    It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  one  of  the 

committee  eoQtSprped  in  the  murder,  was  imjjanoelled  on  the  f 

ittquest  jury  w&eh  set  on  t£e  body  when  discovered,  and  tha 

rerdict  was  of  course,  suicide^ J&rf.  <}f  Rcb.  /,  p,  1§9: 

.  Ifaseht  28t— Eor  eajreia}  day?  past  reports  were  industriously 

fliirculatodl  that  those  n^screants  jthe  Qrapge-l^eri,  meditated 

an  attack  on  tbe  lpwij  of  Belfast,  ar»4  were  determined  to  de- 

ittoy  the  persons  aqd  hehitatieos  of  those  in  thisxountry  whq 

had  promoted  the  Union  of  I^hmen— in  shortf  of  those 

who  preached  the  divine  doOtrioeof  *  Peace  on  earth  andgoo^ 

tsttf  lo  o#  «*».*    Accounts  from  the  county  of  Armagh  had 

so  far  corroborated  these  reports,  that  on  Thursday  night  last 

General  Jfcsgeot,,with  that  attention  to  the  d*tfe*.ef  his  bigi* 

stritkm,  which  has  distinguished  thb  officer,  thought  it  qtots* 

aary  to  put  the  garrison  of  tbw  townin  a  state  of  i*a4u*s% 

and  to  double  tfaa  gaajjs.    T&o  atom*  vigtkuce  Jias  been 

ever  sfaee  used,  and  on  Saturday  last  a  meeting  of  a  w?m^r 

of  those  who  had  fame  arms  im  the  volunteer  r*nks  in  tbjss 

town,  was* held,  wfeea  «  Reputation  was  appoint  U>  wait  09 

the  Sovereign,  requesting  fcijn  to.  inform  ^Mwefa*  $ujoot  that 

foey  wcte  witting  to  eo-opanto  with  ihemOifeury  under  {# 
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command,  in  defence  of  die  town  and  neighbourhood,  kt  c*  se 
of  necesshy.~f  Mrrtftenf  Staf.) 

This  part  of  Ulster  has  long  been  the  fim  to  •  assert  an* 
maintain  the  liberties  of  Ireland— Antrim  ha*  in  general  led 
the  way,  and  Down  was  ever  emulous  to  tie  with  her.     They 
hare  also  vied  with  each  other  in  setting  the  example  of  pro- 
found tranquillity  to  the  nation  at  forge,  and  disobedience  to 
the  law  is  in    this  country  unknown.    It  is  in  the  nature  of 
things  that  it  should  be  so— the  trne<friend  of  civil  liberty  wilL 
ever  be  obedient  to  the  law,  wJultt  it  is  tarn.    It  is  true,  4&aoy 
of  our  laws  are  oppressive,  some  of  them  indeed,  grievous  » 
the  extreme,  but  no  redress*  ever  was  or  ever  can  be  efctetued 
by  local  insurrections ;  on  the  contrary,  they  ever  furnish  pte* 
texts  for  additional  oppressions.    Not— Redress  is  cafy  te  hfr 
ebtained  by  a  general  expression  of  the  Public  W$U. 

We  are  led  to  these  (we  would  hope  unnecessary)  remarks, 
from  accounts  that  in  some  parishes  of  this  county  there  are 
symptoms  of  unusual  discontent  There  certainly  is  reason, 
for  discontent;  but  let  us  beware  lest  by  adding  fuel  to  the 
flame,  we  encrease  rather  than  lessen  the  disease.  If  an  ab- 
horrence of,  and  a  wish  to  defend  themselves  against  the  in* 
eursions  Of  the  Orange-Rfen,  actuate  Hie  districts  to  which  wfc. 
allude,  they  may  rest  in  peace;  for  should  those  daring  of- 
fenders ever  attempt  an  attack  on  this  comity,  there  is  forte 
Sufficient,  civil  and  military,  within  the  town  of  Belfast  alone, 
to  Annihilate  the  entire  horde— /JTorstfero  Star.) 

May  29.— A  very  disagreeable'  affray  took  place  here,  be- : 
twixt  the  Limerick  Militia  and  the  Highland  regiment  of  Rae 
Fencibles,  in  which  several  on  both  sides  were  wounded,  and 
ene  of  the  latter  dangerously  so  by  a  bayonet  This  affair. 
which  had  the  appearance  of  being  attended  with  very  seriaoj 
eonsequences,  and  for  some  hours  disturbed  the  peace  of  the 
^nhsbitanu,  was,  however,  by  the  prudent  and  timely  inter* 
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ference  of  the  officers,  prevented  from  becojning  a  jcene  of 
greater  confusion  and  datress>*-By  the.  mutual  exertions  of 
tb*  officers*  the  men  of  both  regiments,  were  confined  to  their 
respective  barracks,  and  to  prevent  their  freaking  oat  and 
againraasaulting  one  another,  a  detachptent  of  the  train,  -with 
two£dd-pjeces,  were  ordered  out,  white  a  troop  of  light  horse 
patroHed.the  streets.    The  militia  being  under  orders  for 
l4ondeaderryf  were  inarched  out  of  town  by  three  o'clock  this 
morning,  and  the  usual  good  erder,of. the  town  is  restored.—? 
Every  compliment  is  due  to  the  extreme  vigilance  and  ac- 
tivity of  the  Sovereign,  Mr  Rrktow,  on  this*  as  on  all  occasions 
in  which  the  exertions  of  Magistracy  are  necessary.*-^ Bel/ait 
Ivesr*  Lttticr*)  ' 
October.*— The  Habeas  Corpu$  act  was  suspended. 

ARREST  OF  SUSPECTED  .PERSONS  IN  BELFAST. 

(From  the  Northern  Star.  J 

<    September  16.— This  morning  presented  a  very  unusual 

appearance  in  this  town.    A  large  body  of  cavalry  appeared 

is  arms— -the  whole  garrison  was  turned  out— the  artillery 


*  The  following  important  observations  were  at  this  period  submittal 
So  the  attention  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  by  the  Editor  of 
their  favourite  print,  the  Northern  Star.— 

"  The  approaching  downfal  of  the  Pope,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
affords  pleasure  to  those  who  have  long  looked  upon  the  union  otpoli 
tical  with  eccUtiaitical  power,  as  subversive  of  the  true  principles  .  of 
Christianity,  cannot,  we  think,  be  disliked  by  the  most  scrupulous 
Boman  Catholic  in  Ireland.    Why  should  the  Irish  Catholic  Church  be 

%  domineered  over  by  a  foreign  conclave  ?  Or  why  should  the  Pope  have 

,  the  power  of  nominating  Bishops  in  Ireland, 

« It  is  a  long  period  of  time  since  the'GaUican  Catholic  Church  threw 
elf  the  boman  yoke  in  these  respects,  and  why  should  the  irieh  CaikoUm 
Qkurchwish  to  hug her  chmin»a$  this  enlightened  period?  For  oar  part*, 
we  abhor  a  foreign  coafcW,  whether  in  religion  or  politics,  and  are  fuUy 
convinced  that  Irishmen  are  perfectly  competent  to  the,  regulation  and 
wuagttttnt  of  tfceJr  ewa  «f  nsarns,  spiritual  as  wsjl  as  temporal.". 
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4*  THE  HISTORY  OF  M^FAST.  (H90 

paraded— and  there  was  every  show  of  wa*.    Several  great 
people  come  to  town.    Mr  John  Pollock,  Attorney,  attended 
by  Lord  Downshire,  Lord  Westmeath,  t-ord  Castlefeegfc,  &fc 
Detached  guards  were  stationed  in  several  parts  of  the  MR* 
and  several  of  the  inhabitants  were  arrested  under  wanaata 
Signed  by  Mr  Justice  Boyd,  now  resident*  as  we  nnderatead, 
.  in  Dublin.    Mr  Sampson's  house  in  psrticalar  was  beset  wiih 
fcoldiers,  and  searched,  by  virtue  of  a ,  warrant,  to  appsefaod 
Mr  $*m*el  Neiko*,  Jbr  high  treason,  who  was  at  them* 
moment  walking  publicly  on  shange.    Tir  8  search  w*s  made 
by  the  Earl  of  Westmeath,  accompanied  by  Csptate  CouN 
of  the  ArtiHery,  and  ajarge  armed  guard  of  bqrae  .a*4  fo* 
Mr  Sampson  assured  these  gentlemen  that  Mr  N43*ra.M 
been  but  a  few  minutes  before  at  his  bouse,  wfrera  he  ffaf* 
had  been  a  welcome  guest,  and  had  left  it  ao  lately  that  be 
was  surprised  they  had  not  met  him  on  the  way.  Mr  Sampoa 
said,  that  his  wife  had  lain  in  some  days  before*  and  might  be 
Alarmed  by  such  an  appearance.    Lord  ifrostmetfh  ***** *• 
usual  apologies,  and  searched  every  room,  closet,  pantry,  #* 
k  the  house,  and  amongst  the  rest,  searched  that  <£#& 
Sampson,  although  Mr  Sampson  jocularly  assured  Am*  d* 
was  not,  as  some  other,  ladies  are,  in  the  habit  of  f  WfW 
barbouring  gentlemen. 

Some  time  after  bis  depart  lire  he  returned  to  search  the 
bsy-Ioft,  and  certain  other  premises  which  we«ball.*<**W* 
"Mr  Sampson  offered  to  open  some  band-boxes-^birt  tto  w»* 
politery  refused  on  the  part  of  the  noble  Lord;  upon  wbi<*> 
Mr  Sampson  assured  him,  that  be  must  have  bad  very  igo^*01 
advisers  respecting  houses  and  persons  of  Belfast,  waen 
was  directed  to  look  either  for  any  concealment  in  b&  h00*' 
<or  trtiat  is  more,  when  heeuppdsedtbat Mr Neito0»/**^ 
an  honest  and  honourable  man,  would  be  found  concealed } 
any  pktce.—Accordiagly  wben.Ae  fuaid  -Was  nenwt^^*8 
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his  door,  he  went  on  the  change  and  communicated  what  had 

passed  to  Mr  Neilson,  who  was  walking  there. 

Mr  Neilson  thereupon  stepped  to  his  own  House,  and  re* 
fated  to  a  virtuous  wife  what  had  passed,  who,  in  two  words, 
encouraged  him  never  to  return  with  any  stain  of  baseness  or 
dishonour.  He  then  repaired  to  the  Artillery  barrack,  where 
he  surrendered  himself  to  Lord  Westmcath.  The  Earl  seemed  ,* 

'  reluctant  to  take  him  into  custody,  as  he  said  he  had  given 
the  warrant  out' of  his  hand.  Mr  Neilson  replied,  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  be  captious,  and  that  he  would,  remain  in  his 
custody  till  it  could  be  sent  for ;  upon  which  he  went  into  the 
Public  Library  belonging  to  the  Society  for  Promoting  Know- 
ledge, where  Mr  Pollock  and  Lord  Downshire  were  in  pur- 
suit of  something,  and  gave  himself  into  custody,  observing 
that  a  speedy  trial  was  all  he  wished  for  or  wanted;  that  he 

'  hoped  however,  for  the  sake  of  the  public  sentiment,  and  for  / 
peace,  that  he  might  not  be,  as  many  men  of  late  had  been, 
kept  in  goal  for  a  year— without  any  teial  at  all. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  foreman  compositor  of  the 
^Northern  Star  was  taken  into  custody,  and  a  number  of  papers 
seized  without  any  warrant  to  that  effect.  This  was  the  most 
direct  attack  .upon  the  freedom  of  the  press.  The  private 
papers  of  several  other  persons  were  seised  upon  and  sealed 
up  by  Mr  William  Atkinson,  the  constable.  Several  informers 
acted  under  Mr  Pollock  and  Lord  Downshire  on  this  occasion,  t 
'tome  disguised,,  some  not. 

It  is  but  proper  to  observe  that,  Lord  Westmeath,  at  the 
desire  of  Mr  Sampson,  did  not  make  this  search  till  Mr  Br  is- 
tow,  whose  appearance  might  give  some  colour  of  peace  to  the 
transaction,  cane,  at  Mr  Sampson's  request.  Mr  Haslett, 
Mr  Shanaghao,  Mr  R.  Osborne,  and  Mr  John  Young,  were 
arrested,  and  Mr  Russell  surrendered  himself,  in  th*  same 
manner  as  Mr  Neilpou  had  done. 

1*  #K 
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There  cannot,  upon  the  whole,  be  a  stronger  contrast,  than 
that  between  the  discreet  and  excellent  temper  and  conduct  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  peaceable  and  prosperous  town,  and 
that  of  the  above  mentioned  attorney  and  lords.     How  long 
shall  It  bethought  prudent  to  submit  to  this   rough*riding  of 
attornies  and  lordtings !    It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  town 
wilt  express  their  sentiments,  and  that  every  man,  of  whatever 
party  or  political  disposition,  will  have  manhood  enough  to 
Censure  this,  wanton  bravado  and  contemptible  invasion  of 
their  peace,  at  a  time  when  one  honest  measure  would  restore  t 
safety  and  satisfaction  to  every  individual.     Such  a  measure 
cannot  be  expected  from  such  leaders.    But  why  will  peopte 
who  have  any  thing  be  their  dupes?    Unanimity  and  justice 
is  all  that  is  wanted  to  render  Ireland  secure  and  happy. 

About  half  past  three,  the  armed  procession  with  their 
prisoners  left  town. — We  have  not  time  to  give  a  description 
of  it— suffice  it  to  Bay,  that  Mr  Pollock  the  attorney,  conducted 
himself  with  as  much  f>mness  as  the  patriotic  Lprjl  Castlereagh/ 
the  disinterested  Lord  Downshire,  the  amiablt,  virtuous,  W& 
accomplished.  Earl  of  Westmeath  did— with  manly  courage, 
aad  dignified  wisdam.  In,  short,  they  did  tharby  dint  of 
nightly  scouting  and  martial  attack,  which  no  human  creature 
was  disposed  to  resist*— and  which  the  meanest  constable  in 
town  could  have  done  as  well  as  they  ! 

Our  Readers  must  excuse  the  lateness  of  this  day's  publica- 
tion, as.  our  office  was  blockaded  for  three  hours.— (N.Star .) 

At  an  early  hour  on  Fri4ay  morning  last,  -(September  l&y 
1796,)  a  King's  Messenger  arrived  in  town,  and  under  a. 
warrant  from  a  Judge  of  the  King's  Bench,  the  following 
persons  were  apprehended^  qu  a  charge  of  High  Treason:— 
ifr  Samuel  Reason,  Mr  Henry  Haslett,  Mr,  Saniuel  Ken- 
nedy, Mr  Rowley  Osborne,  Mr  Thomas  _%*&  *ft  D^ 


1790J  THE  HISTORY  OF  BELFAST,  443 

Skanaghan,  and  Mr, John  Young.  On  the  same,  day,  and 
under  the  same  warrant,  were  apprehended  on  a  similar  charge . 
Mr  James  Barclay,  of  BalJym^carret,  (or  Craigavad,)  Mr 
Charles  Teeling,  and  Mr  Samuel  Musgrave,  of  Lisburn. 
Messrs  Neilson  and  Russel  surrendered  themselves  upon  hear- 
ing the  warrants  were  in  town,  and  no  opposition  whatever 
was  given  tyy  any  of  the  others,  A  very  considerable  inili- 
.  tary  force  of  Horse  and  Foot  attended  on  the  occasion..  t  Abou,t. 
three  o'clock  in,  the  afternoon,-  the  prisoners  from  Belfast  set^ 
<*JF  on  their  way  to  Dublin,  in  seven  post-chaises,  escorted 
-  liy  a,  strong  guard  of  Light  Dragoons.  When  they  reached 
l&burn,  they  werojojned  by  the  three  .lasWmentioned  per- 
taftnaV  tod  proceeded  tin  their  way  to.  the  Capital,  stopping 
on\y  m  lake  the  necessary  refreshments.  Mr ,  William  Weu> 
of  Dmimtirryi  Was  apprehended  on  the  same  day,  and  sent 
to»  Carriekfergus  goal     Saturday;  evening,   passed  through 

4M*  town*  guarded  by  a  ttfoop  of  light  dragoons,  Mr. 

Brady,  of  Lisboni,  And  Mr  James  Fitsgerald,  of  Sandy-hay, 
Lough-side,  who  were  lodged  in  Carriekfergus  g*oL--(Belfasi 
Nenrd-Letter.)  '.  .  ^ 

A  combination  has  been  formed  by  the  orangemen,  (say 
the  Editors  of  the  Northern  Star  J  to  stop  our  posts  in  [their 
passage  through  that  country.  -  They  have  accordingly  way  - 
laid  and  abased  several  of  our  men,  andjthreatened  them  with 
instant  death  if  they  Should  ever  retdrnV 

October  14.— We  have  hitherto  abstained  from  mentioning 
(He  curious  circumstance  that  ha*  repeatedly  happened  of  late, 
of  multitudes  of  people  assembling  to  cut  down  the  harvest  of 
""  different  persons.  As  faithful  historians  of  public  proceedings 
we  give  the  following  general  view  of  these  matters,  as  far  as 
we  nave  received  information  of  themi— l&ldred  Pottinge* 
4  Egq^of  Mount-pottinger  had  12  acres  of  oats  cut  down  in 
13$  minutes.    A  poor  man  in'  the  same  neighborhood  had 
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two  acres  cat  by  the  same  reapers,  during  the  time  lie  was 
lighting  his  pipe,     Mr  William   Orr,  near    Antrim,  (at  pre* 
sent  in  Carrkkfergus  gaol,)  had  his  entire  harvest  cut  dowu  bj 
near  600  of  his  neighbours,  in  a  few  hours.     Mr  Rowley  Os- 
borne, of  this  town,  ("nam  in    Newgale, J  had  40  ricb  of 
hay  stacked  in  a  short  time'by  an  immense  number  of  his  neigh* 
hours,  without  the  formality  of  a. horse  or  car. '  Mr  William 
Weir,  of  Dunmurry,    (now  ^in  prison, )  bad  2,300  stocks  of 
grain,  and  38  ricks  of  hay,  carried  in,  and  completely  stacked 
and  thatched,  in  three  hours.     Mr  Fitzgerald,  of  Sandy-bay, 
(at  present  in  Carrickfergus  gaol  J  had  hie  crop  cut  down  is 
a  similar  manner.     Two  persons,  near  Larne,  had  their  g*aia 
carried  in  and  thatched  by  their  neighbours.     Mrs  Clark  of 
Swatragh,  (whose  son  is  in  prison,)  had  her  harvest  cut  down 
,    in  two  hours.  -  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  they  return- 
ed,   and   carried    all  the  hay  in  the  meadow  to  the  stack- 
yarfl,  and  sucked  it.     A  number  of  people,  oi:  Monday  morn- 
ing last,   assembled  at  Mr    William  Weir's,  in  Dunmurry, 
Jbr  the  purpose  of  digging  his  potatoes :  but,  on  examinatioa 
were  found  not  sufficiently  ripe  for  digging.— *They.  returned 
to  their  respective  homes.— -(Belfast  Nems+Letter*} 

Yesterday  a  number  tf  workmen  assembled  for  the  purport 
of  slating  a  new  house  in  this  town,  belonging  to  Mr  Rowkf 
Osborne,  (at  present  a  prisoner  in  Dublin  on  a  charge  of  Mfr 
Treason.  They  allotted  a  certain  number  to  all  the  difea* 
purposes,  and  went  on  with  such  judgment  and  expedition, 
that  though  the  premises  were  extensive,  the  whole  roof  wsf 
completely  finished  in  little,  more  than  seven  hours.— (•#*/ 
October  20— About  1500.  people  assembled  aid  »  #"* 
minutes,  dug  a  field  of  potatoes  belonging  to  Mr  Samuel  Ne»- 
son  of  this  town,  (now  in  ^Imainham;)^^^11^^ 
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ASSASSINATIONS.  .  i 

October  19,— -Early  in  the  evening,  William  M'Bride,  Cot* 
ton  Spinner, :  was  shot  in  Nerth»street,  by  sonie  person  or  per* 
sons  unknown.  A  reward  of  300  guineas  was  offered  for  the 
discovery  of  the  perpetrator  of  said  murder.  How  dreadful 
(exclaims  the  Editors  of  the  Northern  Star,  in  relating  this 
murder,)  is  the  situation  of  that,  country,  where  a  system  for 
the  encouragement  of  spies  and  informers  is  established,  where 
the  people  are  Dome  down  by  oppressive  laws,  where  legal  re- 
dress seems  hopeless,  and  where  some,  by  desperation  are  led 
so  for  astray,  as  to  see  no  certainty  for  their  own  personal 
safety^  but  having  recourse  to  the  dreadful  crime  of  assassins* 

lion!  ; 

In  Armagh,  700  or  800  families  were  driven  from  their 

homes ;  murder  after  murder  was  committed  in  cool  blood, 
in  the  name  of  religion  ;■  and  the  dying  were  comforted  by  the 
blaze  of  their  own  habitations,  and  the  shrieks  of  their  children 
and  wives !  but  we  have,  not  heard  of  many  rewards  offered.— 
In  rebellious  Belfast,  one  solitary  instance  of  murder  happens 
in  the  case  of  a  wretched  informer,  and  the  best  friends  of 
liberty,  willing  to  sacrifice  every  feeling  to  virtue,  step  for- 
ward, and  offer  a  large  reward  for  <tbe  apprehension  or  con* 
viction  of  the  offender.    Ye  base  and  murderous  calumniators 
what  say  ye  to  this  ?     The  following  very  just  description  of 
spies  and  informers,  is  taken  from  a  work  of  the  celebrated 
,  Schiller's:  "  The  next  are  spies  and  informers  ;  tools  of  im- 
'  portance  to  the  great,  who  lend  their  ears  to  them,  and  from 
,    their  secret  information  derive  their  own  supposed  omniscience. 
These  villains  insinuate  themselves  into  the  souls  of  men  like 
Jeeches,  to  suck  out  their  secrets ; 'they  draw  poison  from  the 
heart,  and  spit  it  forth  against  the  very  source  from  whence  it 
$*mt"— -(Northern  Star.  J  > 


A's 
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Any  port  in  a  storm. 
Mr  Editor.— When  war  fail*,  apd  spies  fkilf  and  die  Btak 
fails,  and  delusion  fails;   what  If  ministers  would  try  a  few 
scruples  of  common  honesty  t  desperate  cases  must  hate  des- 
perate remedies,  yours,  &c  A  Quack  Poi,itician*±~{N.  Star.) 

ROBBERY  OF  THE  KING'S  STORES. 

On  Friday  night  last  (October  $8,)  a  most  daring  robbery 
was  committed  The  king's  stores,  in  Callendar-street,  were 
broken  open,  and  tea  casks  of  gunpowder  taken  oat  What 
renders  it  tbe  more  remarkable  is,  tfcat  there  were  fre  casks 
of  damaged  powder  k&  untouched,  and  the  ten  casks  which 
were  taken  were  behind  a  great  deal  of  other  goods.— f  JW  J 

MILITARY  OPERATIONS. 
On  Tuesday  M  (November  I,)  the  remainder  of  the  Mfl- 
naghan  militia  marclied  into  the  new  Barracks,  where  we  un- 
derstand they  aie  to  be  quartered  for  the  winter.    Sips  <*#> 
the  Fifeshire  regiment  of  Fencibfes  marched  from  this  to  0« 
rickfergus ;  and  the  Reay  Fencibles,  which  had  marched  on 
Saturday  last  for  Carrickfergus,  returned  to  this  town.    talc 
on  Saturday  night,  the  22d  regiment  of  L%ht  Dragoons  fr 
rived  here,  and  without  halting,  part  of  them  proceeded  on  to 
Carrickfergus,Lirne,  and  Qlenarm ;  the  remainder  tbNewtd  • 
ards,  Donaghadee,  and  Portaferry,&c— -Sunday,  Monday*  »ttd 
Tuesday  they  patrolled  the  shores  in  the  different  direc- 
tions above  mentioned  without  intermission  ;n  but  they  na 
since  returned  to  their  former  quarters,  in  the  towns  of  Ltsba 
and  Hillsborough.     Such  marching  and  counter-marchiflg 
have  never  witnessed,  and  all  owing  to  the  information  o 
captain  of  a  collier,  who  swore  on  his  arrival  in  Dublin  a 
days  ago,  that  he  had,  off  this  harbour,  spoken  a  large  vesse, 
frigate  built,  the  captain  of  which  fold  him,  he  had  a  lftr8c 
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parcel  of  arms  and  ammunition  to  land  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Such  intelligence  might  be  sufficient  to  excite  the  fears  of  our 
tvise  administration,  but  would  not  for  an  instant  impose  upon 
any  man  of  common  sense;  for,  admitting  that  a  vessel  had 
arms  on  board  to  be  landed,  can  we  suppose  the  qaptain  would- 
,  be  so  foolish  as  to  i  nform  the  captain  of  a  collier,  bound  to 
Dublin,  of  the  business  he  had  in  hand.  We  would  recom- 
mend it  tcv administration  to  examine  the  crew  of  the  collier, 
add  they  will,  we  doubt  not,  learn  as  much-as  will  induce  them 
10  prosecute  the  captain  for  perjury*  We  pity  the  poor  sol* 
diers,  who  have  been  harrassed  te  an  estfeme  degree,  without 
any  cause,  and  in  very  bad  weather*— (ifortfew  Star.) 

For  the  last  eight  days  our  coasts  have  been  infested  by  an 
invisible  enemy,  and  though  the  utmost  pains  have  been  taken 
t9  discover  them*  they  havp  hitherto  been  ineffectual.  Some 
reports  state,  that  they  are  hid  in  some  hogsheads  of  Toljacc© 
that,  arrived  a  few  days  ago  from  America,  and  which  are.  to 
be  examined  leaf  by  leaf  at  the  landing ;  others,  that  they  are 
under  the  arches  of  the  long  bridge:  some  people  say,  that 
they  were  in  the  king's  store ;  others  say,  that  they  are  on  the 
-  top  of  Scraba  hill !  but  the  report  which  gains  most  credit,  and 
appears  to.  us  the  most  probable,  is,  that  they  are  concealed  in 

1  the  third  cave  in  the  Cave  hill,  which,  toeing  inaccessible,  has 
prevented  them  from  being  discovered.  However,  wa  under- 
stand from  good  authority,  that  two  attempts  are  to  be. made 

-  to  storm  this  hidden  recess :— a  party  of  cavalry,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  ladders,  are  to  ascend  from,  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
while  a  body  of  infantry  are  to  be  let  down  the  precipice  with 
ropes  from  the  top,  and  these  jtwo  bodies,  mutually  supporting 
each  other,  will  place  the  enemy  between  two  fires :— Oh, :  how 
they  will  pepper  them  1  aye,  and  if  that  does  hot  da,  ihegr 
will  smoke  them.— (Ibid.) 


US  TUB  HISTOEY  OF  BELFAST.  [1TW 


ARTHUR  O'CONNOR. 

By  the  death  of  Hugh  Boyd,  a  vacancy  was  caused  in  the 
representation  of  the  county.  On  this  occasion,  the  celebrated 
Arthur  O'Connor  vacated  his  seat  in  parliament,  and  started 
as  a  candidate  for  the  county  of  Antrim,  and  the  exertions  of 
the  independent  party  were  once  more  called  into  action. 

STATE  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ANTRIM. 

At  a  theeting  of  the  Magistrates  of  the  County  or  An* 
trim,  held  at  Antrim,  on  Saturday,  the  12th  of  November, 
1796,  the  following  Resolutions  were  agreed  to— Lord  Vis* 
count  O'NEILL  in  the  Chair  t 

JfeMfoe&— That  at  this  alarming  crisis,  when  we  are  threatened  with 
a  foreign  Ikvasion,  end  when  seditious  associations  are  famed,  hostile 
to  the  internal  tranquillity  and  regular  government  of  the  county,  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  man  who  values'the  blessings  of  our  constitution,  to 
stand  forward  in  defence  of  the  Jaws,  and  of  that  rational  liberty  and 
security  which  Che  due  execution  .of  them  affords  to  the  persons  and 
properties  of  all  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

•  JRetofoed.*— That  we  see  with  indignation  and  abhorrence,  a  system  of 
assastnation  and  outrage  making  its  appearance  in  this  county  ;  a  sys- 
tem which' stops  the  channel  of  public  justice,  robs  every  individual  of 
his  dearest  right,  and  has  materially  injured  the  commercial  credit  of 
the  county.  '  '  '  ' 

AetoloettU- That  this  atrocious  system  has  originated  in  unlawful 
meetings,  held  under  the  pretext  of  promoting  Reform ;  the  members 
of  which,  we  have  good  grounds  to  believe,  are  united  under  the  obli- 
gation of  unlawful  oaths. 

Jfotofoea'.— -That  a  continuance  of  this  system  of  terror  and  intimi- 
dation, which  has  been  attempted  to  be  established  in  this  county,  will 
lead  to  the  inevitable  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  that  remedy  which 
a  late  law  has  provided  in  such  cases. 

Jfctofoei.— That  when  a  foreign  enemy  is  making  preparations  to  in* 
vade  our  shores,  when  it  becomes  the  duty  of  all  well-affected  subjects 
to  form  themselves  Into  armed  bodies,  under  the  sanction  of  the  legis- 
lature, for  the  defence  of  their  property,  it  is  necessary  to  declare— that 
we  will  support,  at  every  hazard,  the  formation  of  such  corps,  which  in 
certain  parts  of  this  opulent  county,  have  been  hitherto  obstxueted  by 
menace  and  insult. 
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R&olvaL— That  as  men  and  magistrates,  we  will  use  our  best  ex-' 
wtions  to  stop  the  progress  of  sedition,  outrage,  and  assassination,  in 

•  whatever  form  they  may  appear,  and  preserve  the  peace  ind  tranquillity 
•f  the  county  ;  and  should  efforts  for  that  purpose  be  unsuccessful,  we 
,will  not  shrink  from  the  duty,  however  we  may  lament  the  necessity, 
of  taking  the  steps  prescribed  by  the  law,  to  declare  the  county  in  a 

•  disturbed  state.  / 

Resolved.— That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  the  second  day  of  the  , 
next  quarter-sessiqns,  being  the  23d  instant,  to  be  hel4  at  Ballymena ; 
where  the  attendance  of  all  the  magistrates  of  this  coun  ty  is  most  ear- 
nestly requested,  to  report  the  state  of  their  respective  districts  in  which 
they  reside.  ^ 

O'NEILL,  Chairman. 

Lord  O'Neill  having  pjsitted  the  Chak,    and  the  High  Sheriff  being 
called  thereto, 

Resolved,-*  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Lord  O'Neill 
for  promoting  this  'meeting,  and  for  his  very-proper  conduct  In  ibe 
Chair. 
y  f  ^  JAMES  WATSON,  Sheriff. 

s  (SlGWIB) 

O'NeiJl,  Governor,        James  Watson,  Sheriff,  Stewart  Banks, 

Ez.  Davys  Boyd,       ~   Alex.  Mauley,  Francis  Shaw, 

George  McCartney,       Thomas  Morris  Jones,  G,A:M«Cleverty> 

.  fiichard  Gervis  Kerr,    William  Bristow,  <     Wm.  M'Cleverty, 

i     Samuel  Allen,                John  Lang,  James  Lendrlck, 

Jackson  Clarke,           Poyntz  Stewart,  Doherty  Gorman. 

ASSASSINATION. 

-  v   ■  «     .     .         '  «* 

November. — John  Kingsbury,  a  butcher  was  assassinated  , 
Deaf  Drumbridge,     A  few  days  afterwards,  Joseph  Cuthbert, 
Thomas  Potts,  Thomas  Storey,  Charles  O'Donaell,  and  John 
»,  Gordon,  all  of  Belfast,  were  committed  to  Carrickfergus  gaol, 
"charged  on  oath  with  entering  into  a  conspiracy  to  murder. 

*  '  Dec.  16-— Yesterday  John  Boyd,  butter-buyer,  add  Alex* 
;  ander  Gordon,  woollen-draper,  both  of  this  town,  were  com* 
mitted  to  Carrickfergus  gaol,  the  former  on  a  charge  of  high 

•  treason,  and  the  latter  for  a  conspiracy  to .  murder.  Lately, 
William  Brown  was  committed  to  the  same  prison  from  Bally* 
mena,  for  tendering  an  unlawful  oath  to  two  gunners  of  the. 
regiment  of  artillery.— f£*#a*  J  News  Letter. J  .> 
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PROCEEDINGS   OF  Til K   PEOPLE  OF  BELFAST    IN   CONSE- 

QUENCE  OF  THE  NEWS  OF  THE  APPEARANCE  OF  THK 

FRENCH  FLEET  OFF  BANTRY  BaV- 

Dec.  S0» — On  Tuesday  night  our  Sovereign   received  a 
letter  from  Secretary  Pelham,  announcing  the  appearance  ol* 
flee*  off  the  southern  coast  of  this  island,  which  was  supposed 
to  be  French.— On  Wednesday  he  communicated  the  contents 
of  the  letter  to  the  merchants  on  change,  and  both  he  and  Mr 
Bristow  (our  late  chief  magistrate)  urged  the  gentlemen  present 
to  associate  and  form  a  yeoman  corps.  ?Tbe  gdbeuu4  sefltaaent 
of  the  people  present  seemed  to  be,  that  they  were  ready  and 
willing  to  take  up  aims  instantly  for  the  protection  of  person* 
and  property,  both  against  foreign  and  domestic  eneflHeJ; 
but  that  they  could  not,  without  doing  violence  to  their 
consciences,  take  an  oath  to  support  faithfully  the  present  lavs, 
which  would  include  the  Gunpowder  Bill,  Convention  Bill, 
and  many  others  of  a  similar  tendency,  which  they  could  not 
but  consider  as  improper  and  unnecessary.     A  number  of  the 
Old  Volunteers  who  were  present,  stated  that  they  were  ready 
to  serve  in  the  same  manner  they  had  formerly  done,  sn« 
they  had  no  doubt  but  the  whole  of  the  old  volunteer  corp» 
would  do  the  same. — (Nortfiern  Star.) 

On  Saturday  (December  31,)  a  general  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  was  held  at  the  Exchange  Rooms.  The  SoW*g* 
having  taken  the  chair,  stated  to  the  meeting,  that  "to  &* 
present  alarming  situatiqn  of  the  country,  when  the  fleet  of  the 
enemy  was  upon  the  coast,  he  thought  ft  his  xduty  to  call  tw 
inhabitants  of  the  town  together,  for  the  purpose  of  submitting 
to  their  consideration  the  propriety  of  arming  themsefrs*  * 
defence  of  the  country  against  the  rommon  enemy/'  ™f 
necessity  of  this  measure  was  also  warmly  ujged  ty  the  &* 
iVtmam  Bristow.  Cautmller  Sdmpson  proposed  that*  '««**' 
mittee  be  apjiointedto  take  hud  dfaaidejrtibn  thebusi^*** 
came  before  the  meeting/and  frame  such  resolutions  »  ^ 
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appear  to  them  most  proper,  to  be  submitted  to  another  gene- 
ral meeting  on  the  ensuing  Monday  "-^Robert  Thompson  spoke 
itt  favour  of  this  motion.  MrJVhinherg  (Postmaster)  proposed 
tin*  "a.  book  should  be  immediately  opened,  when  those  who 
approved  of  the  measure  of  arming  in  defence  of  the  country 
trader  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  parliament,  might  subscribe 
their"  names."— This  mbtion  was  supported  by  Mr  Turnly. 
Arthur  QConnot  delivered  his  sentiments  at  great  length  in 
support  of  Counsellor  Sampson's  motion.  The  following  gen- 
tlemen were  then  appointed  as  a  committee  to  draw  up  the 
resolutions :— The  Sovereign  (John  Brown),  Rev.  William 
Bristow,  Counsellor  Sampson,  Robert  Thomson,  Dr  White, 
Arthux  O'Connor,  William  Tennent,  Robert  Simms,  and 
Gilbert  M'UveenJun.— (Belfast  News  Letter.) 

From  the  Northern  Star. 

1797-— *On  Monday  (January  2.)  the  inhabitants  of  this 

town  assembled  at  the  Exchange  at  the  hour  of  One,  pursuant 

to  adjournment  on  Saturday.     The  numbers  were  so  great 

that  it  was  found  impossible  to  assemble  in  the  ball  room,  as 

after  it  was  filled  there  remained  twice  as  many  persons  on  the 

stairs  and  iu  the  .space  below.    It  was  then  proposed  to  adjourn 

to  the  White  Linen  flail ;  but  no  preparation  having  been 

made  for  their  reception,  tfyey  at  length  collected  on  the  pave* 

ment  in  front  of  it,  and  as  the  Sovereign  did  not  appear  to 

take  the  chair,  and  other  gentlemen  conceiving  it  to  be  a  meet- 

i»g  called  and  adjourned  Jby  him,  seemed  unwilling  to  occupy 

his  place — Mr  Sampson,  as  one  of  the  committee,  addressed 

tlie  meeting  in  nearly  the  following  words : — 

**  Gentlemen;  as  one  of  your  committee,  chosen  by  you  to  deliberate 
for  you,  and  in  your  name,  upon  the  most  important  of  all  subjects, 
where,  and  in  what  manner,  and  how  for,  and  for  what,  you  are  to 
*isk  your  lives,  as  m^n  not  used  to  make  professions  and  afterwards 
desert  them.  Sensible  of  the  importance  of  this  charge,  when  you  have 
«i«  sleeping  in  your,  beds,  1  have  bu*n  awake  in  mine*  Since  your 
W  meeting  two  of  you* committee  have  seceded  from  us ;  .and  your 
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.,  „ ...  ^ 

"  chief  magistrate  has  left  you  tp  yourselves,  the  very  gentlemen  w  ho 
called  you  first  together,  for  what  purpose,  or  with  what  views,  it  would 
best  become  themselves  to  have  stood  forth  to  say— I  cannot  see  them 
now  amongst  you.  It  is  necessary  for  you  to  know  this  matter.  It  it 
regard  to  your  safety  and  your  character  that  would  alone  induce  ssf 
to  be  obtrusive  for  one  instant.  There  are  some  men  malignant  enough 
to  hold  you  out  just  now  as  a  disorderly  assembly.  The  shame  lie  on 
their  heads  who  brought  you  here,  and  then  deserted  you.  But,  Gentle- 
men* I  doubt  not  that  your  conduct  will  give  the  lie  in  truth  and  fact, 
to  every  such  base  and  unfeeling  aspersion,  and  that  your  dignified 
temper  and  forbearance  from  inveighing  even  against  those  that  hare 
ill-treated  you,  will  give  a  wholesome  lesson  to  a  few  proud  individuals ; 
tbey  themselves  are  but  the  shadow  of  your  body,'  and  that  in  the  good 
sense,  the  firmness,  and  the  virtue  of  the  many,  is  to  be  found  the  peace 
and  honour  of  this  country.  Remember  that  the  first  step  towards  re- 
form is  to  reform  ourselves,  and  that  before  we  pretend  to  controu!  the 
vices  of  our  rulers,  we  should  be  able  to '  controul  our  own  passions. 
1  am  sorry,  my  friends,  to  see  so  many  wealthy  and  distinguished  me* 
amongst  you  5  V  could  have  wished  if  it  had  so  happened  that  you  had 
tyeen  all  of  the  poorer  class,  that  that  conduct  which  amongst  any  other 
people  similarly  placed.*  could  not  have  been  expected,  mjght  be  more 
eminently  contrasted  with  that  of  those  who' affect  to  look  down  upon 
you  and  despise  you.  It  is  to  you  that  are  poor,  therefore*  that*  these 
observations  rare  addressed  by  one  that  loves  you,  to  guard  you  against 
the  rancorou^  calumnies  and  snares  of  those  that  hate  you.  Gentlemen, 
you  have  already  debated  she  matter,  whether  we  should  put  otwelves 
under  the  command  of  our  government,  and  offer  our  lives  withosi 
condition  or  qualification  of  any  kind.  To  this  you  have  been  exhorted 
by  the.  example  of  the  venerable  Earl  of  Charlomont.  I  will  detract 
nothing  from  the  merits  of  that  venerable  Earl  ;  but  I  see  amongst  yo» 
the  genuine  originator*  of  the  Irish  volunteers ;  and  besides  the  danger 
of  being  led  by  the  authority  of  any  individual,  I  remind  you  iH  this 
which  you' well  know,  that  it  was  not  Lord  Charlemont  that  rtfeedthe' 
volunteers,  it  was  -the  'volunteers  that  raised  Lord  Cbaxfaunnnt;  and. 
had  Lord  Charlemont  abided  ,bv  the  volunteers,  there  would  have  been, 
little  occasion  for  a :  Veonian  Bill,  ,and  little  room  for  the  deliberation* 
we  have  had.    ^.foVsfe^  upon  the 

honest  c^use^tKe  p^ple,bx  t'^same  steps  do  they  descend^when  they 
forsake  it.  FoUp'^you,  the  example  .of  those  Vohinteers,  who 
adorned,  preserve^,  anil  civilized  the Jr  country, .  who ;  to  this  moment 
are  the  flower  of.  all'  itii*  country.  Be  like  them  brave,aodgflnei»us' 
discreet  and  Vise ;  stand^t^to^t)W,;coTnpac4ed  in  the  6>bi  bond  of 
union  and  affection  j  bVld^^aii^tiiie-hearted  to  -  each  other,  and  the 
proudest  he,  in  all  this  land  will  tiot-be  lofyr  too  proud,  to  follow  you; 
out  it  is  said  it  is  against  the  law  to  act  as  volunteers,  and  an, act  of  par- 
liamsnt  has  been  read  to  you  from.'  which  jthat  argument  has  been  a> 

x  *err>d.    It  were  «jp*o  wjifcad  tbat^very  act  of  parliament  should  beta 
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penned  as  to  convey  its  meaning  clearly  to  the  plainest  apprehension  » 
but  1,  for  my  part,  can  see  nothing  in  that  or  any  other  act  to  justify  the 
inference.  You  have  been  threatened  unless  you  forced  your  consciences 
to  take  this  oath,  fo  have  your,  town  demolished.*  '*  This  threat  'might  de- 

■  termine  a  conscientious  man  nevei  to  take  it.  You  have  been' threatened 
to  be  deprived  of.  the  king's  peace.  Friends,  whatever  >  share  of  the 
king's  peace  may  be  allowed  you,  keep  peace  amongst  yourselves,  I  do 
beseech  you ;  whilst  you  do  so  all  men  of  sense  and  spirit  will  be  with 
yon. '  For  my  part,  were  there  no  Juan  by  me,  whose  coat  was  better 
tban  the-  worst  of  yours,  whilst  you  entrench  yourselves  behind  the  line 
of  your  acknowledged  rights,  be  virtuous,  orderly,  discreet,  aq£  wise, 
and  may  I  be  forsaken  of  every  thing  that's  good  if  I  forsake  you.  You 
are  told  to  wipe  off  the  stigma  affixed  upon  your  town.  If  any  besides 
the  envious  and  unjust  have  received  evil  impressions  of  you,  it  is  to  be 
lamented;  but  for  the  rest,  when  you  consider  for  what  you  are  ca- 
lumniated, by  whom  and  by  what  means  you  are  calumniated,  you  must 
feel  those  calumnies  to  be  most  ex  quisite  praise.  Some  few  have  shewn 
^forwardness  to  swear,  and  many  a  marked  determination  not  to  do  so ;  - 
every  man  must  be  the  judge  of  his  own  principles  and  scruples,  and 
.  we  should  learn  to  tolerate  each  other*  We  have  been  charged; to  draw 
up  such  resolutions  as  we,  of  your  committee,  -  judged  most  likely  to " 
produce  perfect  unanimity.  For  the  sake  of  that  perfect  union  of  senti- 
ment so  necessary  to'lreland,  and  chiefly  tp  the  richer  order  who  have 
most  at  styfce,  we  have  adopted  resolutions  not  framed  upon  the  spur  of 

.,.  the loccasiq^, but  long  since  prepared  by  grave  and  deliberate  men  for: 


•  A  report  was  about  this  period  in  circulation,  that  il  fras  in  the 
contemplation  of  government  to  burn  and  destroy  this  town.  It  is  alluded 
to  in  the.  following  .extracts: 

*  ««  Rennes,  in  Br&ttany,  bore  a  great  resemblance,  in  some  points,  to 
Belfast  at  the  present  period ;  and  there  were  not  then  wanting  some 
headstrong  politicians,  who,  for  the  folly  of  particular  persons,  would 
have  laid  waste  the  capital  of  Brittany,  as,  in  our  days,  Belfast  was  very 
nearly  destroyed  from  the  suggestions  of  similar  political  zealots."  (See 
Hardy's  Life  of  Lord  CharlemonU  Vol.  I.  p.  4(;8.)  «  Those  acts  are  \ 
strong  reasons  for  loving  the  Lord's  annointed ;  who  issue  their  royal 
warrants  in  the  following  humane  and  pious  manner  s— *  Georgt,  by  the 
grace  of  God.  We  command  you  to  burn  ike  town  of  Belfast,  £c.  such  is 
our  royal  pleasure.''  Burning  a  town  by  the  .grace  of  God,  and  by  a  man 
casing  himself  the  father  of  his  people,  might  be  strong  reasons  for 
saying— « From  such  grace,  and  such  parents,  0  Lord  deliver  "us!"— 
(Extract  from  The  Union  jSter,  in  Report  of  Secret  Committee,  p.  257.) 
"  When  we  consider  how  often  the  town  has  been  denounced  as  a  horde 
of  traitors— how  often  it  has  been  projected  to  burn  or  destroy  it."  {Ad- 
dress to  the  Inhabitants,  £*  1797,  p.  15.)  Any.  farther  elucidatHhvof 
this  subject  will  be  thanlsfully  recejved  by  tht  Editor. 
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the  adoption  of  thit  and  other  counties  ;  and  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
with  the  approbation  of  those  of  the  highest  station  in  this  county. 

Mr  Sampson  was  now  unanimously  called  to  the  chair,  and 
after  reading  the  resolutions  twice  over,  which  were  adopted 
without  dissention,  and  a  motion  made  by    Dr  White,  that 
they  should  he  published,  which '  was  carried,    and  the  last 
resolution  moved  by  Mr  Thomson,  respecting  the  soliciting  of 
permission  to  arm  as  volunteers  being  unanimously  carried, 
Mr  Sampson  thanked  the  assembly  for  the.  honour  of  their 
having  called  him  to  the  chair,  and  requested  as  a  further  marl: 
of  favour,  that  they  would  retire  with  hearts  full  of  mutual 
good  will  and  kindness  to  each  other,  each  to  his  own  home. 
The  meeting  immediately  dispersed  to  the  different  quarters 
of  the  town  in  a  manner  the  most  peaceable  and-  orderly.— 
(Northern  Star  J 

THE  RESOLUTIONS. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  held  by  adjourn* 
meat,  on  the  2d  day  of  January,  1797 ;  from  the  former  meet- 
ing o/  the  31st  December,  1796.  The  committee  diosen  by 
said  meeting  having  agreed  to  the  following  resolutions,  re- 
commend them  to  their  townsmen  for  their  adoption— Coun- 
sellor Sampson,  in  the  Chair : 

1st.  Rcsolvtd.—ThRt  the  imperfect  state  of  the  representation  in  the 
House  of  Commons  is  the  primary  cause  of  the  discontent  at  present 
existing  in  this  country. 

2d.  That  the  public  mind  would  be  restored  to  tranquillity,  and  every 
Impending  danger  effectually  averted  by  such  a  Reform  in  Parliament  as 
would  secure  to  population  and  property  their  due  weight  in  the  scale  or 
.  government,  without  distinction  on  account  of  religious  opinions* 

3d.  That  a  determination,  firmly  manifested  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ment, to  comply  with  the  just  desire's  of  the  people,  would  be  prodne- 
^▼e  of  the  happiest  effects,  inasmuch  as  it  would  conciliate  the  afflic- 
tions of  the  people,  whose  object  is  Reform  alone,  and  thereby  constitute 
the  only  rampart  of  defence  that  can  bid  complete  defiance  to  the  efforts 
i  of  foreign  and  domestic  enemies. 

4th.  That  such  a  change  in  the  system  of  government  would  &**  w 
property,  law,  religion,  and  the  necessary  distinctions  of  rank,  additional 
mtability  and  weight ;  and  that  no  opinion  can  be  entertained  by  tn* 
people  so  dangerous,  as  the  despair  of  succeeding  in  their  const! 
exertions  U  attain  the  most  important  object  of  their  wishes. 
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5th.  That  we  conceive  a  government  by  King,  Lords,  and  Commons 
(the  Commons  being  thus  reformed,)  when  wisely  and  honestly  admi- 
nistered, capable  of  affording  every  happiness  a  nation  can  enjoy. 

6th.  That  we  are  ready,  if  permitted  by  government,  to  arm  in  like 
manner  as  the  Volunteers,  whose  memory  we  revere,  and  whose  example 
we  wish  to  imitate. 

Hetolved— That  the  Chairman  be  requested  to  wait  on  the  Sovereign 
with  a  copy  of  these'  resolutions,  and  to  request  him,  in  th£*  name  of 
the  meeting,  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  solicit 
permission  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  to  arm  themselves,  agreeably 
to  the  above  resolution.  » 

We,  the  undersigned,  having  observed  the  representation  given  in  the 
Northern  Star  of  the  2d  of  January  inst.  of  the  proceedings  at  a  meeting 
©f  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast  on  that  day— think  it,  incumbent  upon  us 
publicly  to  declare,  that  such  representation,  if  meant  to  imply  that  we 
approved  of  the  resolutions  therein  mentioned,  or  assisted  as  members 
of  a  committee,  or  in  any  otjer  manner,  in  preparing  the  same— is  not 
founded  in  truth. 

The  only  business  laid  before  the  meeting  of  the  31st  December  by 
the  Sovereign  was,  to  consider  the  necessity  of  arming  pursuant  to  law, 
at  this  period, -when  the  country  is  threatened  with  invasion  ;  and  find- 
ing* on  meeting  the  committee,  that  questions  of  another  nature  were 
agitated,  and'  resolutions  pn  other  subjects  about  to  be  prepared,  we  res- 
.  pectively  declined  to  take  any'  part  therein,  and  retired  from  the 
.  committee. 

We  deem  it  incumbent  on  us  further  to  declare,  that  we  bold  it  to  be, 
the  first  and  best  duty  of  every  Irishman,  at  this  time,  to  take  up  arms, 
pursuant  to  law,  in  defence  of  his  country— an  opinion  in  which  we  are, 
happy  to  be  warranted  by  the  conduct  of  a  most -respectable  number  of 
•nr  townsmen. 

5£  Januury,  \  <         JOHN  BROWN,  Sov.  of  Belfast.     * 

1797.       J  WILLIAM  BRISTOW. 

Shortly  after  the' publication  of  the  above  Resolutions,  a  let- 
ter was  circulated  from  the  post-office,  addressed  to 'the  inha- 
bitants, by  An  Irishman,  and  dated  Dublin.  It  contains  some 
severe  remarks  on  the  character  and  principles  of  Counsellor* 
Sampson  and  Arthur  O'Cqtjpor,  and  concludes  in  the  following 
manrfeV: 

"  But  my  bope  is,  that  these  malignant  resolutions  have  not  received, 
and  that  they  never  will  jeceive,  the  sanction  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bel- 
fast. It  is  a  fatal  mistake  if  you  conceive  that  the  unpolluted  under- 
standing of  the  people  of  Ireland  can  be  imposed  upon  by  such  execrable 
trash.  They  never  will  be  persuaded  that  men  who  could  wake 'so  wfcked  - 
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an  attempt  upon  the  loyalty  of  your  town  are  sincere  when  they  talk  of 
Beform— If,  however,  I  am  mistaken  in  your  principles,  and  if  you 
ahall  adopt  the  sentiments  of  your  orators,  you  will  remain,  secluded 
from  the  great  mass  of  the  nation,  as  the  objects  of  well-founded  ftf* 
picion  and  distrust ;  but  should  you  still  go  further,  and  proceed  to  any 
acts  against  your  allegiance  to  your  king  and  country,  we  most  prepare 
ourselves  for  the  agonizing  pang  of  beholding  some  of  our  degaurtte 
fcUov-cititen*  among  the  ranks  of  our  enemies  mingled  with  gwU  *** 
profligacy  in  the  day  of  battle  ;  the  indignant  shouts  of  your  gallaiit 
countrymen  will  appal  your  heart $,  and  unnerve  every  limb  of  yo»  J  *& 
you  will  find  that  the  hosts  of  Irishmen  now  in  arms,  and  ready  toshed 
the  last  drop  of  their  blood  in  the  preservation  of  their  country,  will,  in 
the  words  of  one  of  the  immortal  resolutions,  •«  constitute  a  rampart  of 
defence  which  tan  bid  defiance  to  the  efforts  of  foreign  or  dewed* 
enemies.** 

To  this  letter,  an  answer,  under  the  title  of  "  Cool  Strictures 
on  a  Handbill,  Sp?  was  immediately  published  by  A  Towns- 
man, from  which  we  shall  make  a  Jfew  extracts. 

"  It  is  in  vain  they  would  accuse  Irishmen  of  inviting  the  Brew* 
into  this  country ;  it  is  they  themselves  who  have  invited  them.    B  * 
their  gunpowder  bill— their  tumultuous  bill—- their  indemnity  b»V 
their  convention  bill — the  habeas  corpus  suspension  biU— and  their  long 
catalogue  of  vindictive  and  hateful  measures,  connected  with  these  bul* 
which  have  invited  them.    It  is  the  well  known  rottenness  of  our  sys- 
tem, and  the  too  well-grounded  discontent  of  the  people  which  has  ffl* 
▼ited  them.    Perhaps  this  very  yeoman  act,  and  the  coercion  used  ^   ; 
•procure  volunteer*  under  it,  may  have  encouraged  them. '  -Tsiese  wW 
being  premised,  and  the  French  being  thus  brought  upon 'jour  cot***, 
what  was  the  way,  in  sound  policy,  the  mdsi  likely  to  getriaofthem^ 
Was  it  to  call  the  people  of  a  great  and  energetic  teayn  \t^!^L 
propose  to  them  to  fall  a  iweari  ng  ?  No !  if  the  sovereign  and.  t^™*' 
Mr  Bristow  had  conceived  the  crisis  so  awful,  would  noteveq  «**"# 
prayers  have  been  a  better  measure  than  sweating  of  oaths  ?  and  psr» 
larly,  oaths  which  the  most  of  the  town,  and  very  many  of  those 
have  been  actually  surprised  into  swearing  them*  have  over  and 
again  declared  to  be  repugnant  to  their  consciences  and  their  fee*  P 
men.     Let  any  man  who  has  been  witness  to  the  geneious  spirit  w 
called  forth  the  original  Irish  Volunteers— those  very  totak#^*°     ff 
town  who  are  now  the  objects  o¥  so  "fetich  calumny,  corop***1*  t 

means  by  which  these  new  levies  have  been  raised.  The  French  we 
then,  it  is,  true,  in  Ban  try  Bay,  but  the  French  and  Spaniards  ***. 
hovering  on  our  coasts,  and  some  of  them  in  pur  own  bay.  ®     ■     ^ 
even  sounding  in  our  ears ;  our  country  wa4*K>t  then  protectant   , 


numerous  and  victorious  fleets,  nor  guarded  %p  such  a  P°         ^^W^ 
force  t  to  ourselves  and  a  few  invars  we  were  left  for  W  f^f?:' 
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yet  then  there  was  no  swearing,  Nevertheless,  and  without  a  single  6ath» 
_  ii>  «*hefct  time,  an  arttny  of  heave  and  independent  men  stepped  forth  in 
our  province,  thru  times  the  number  that  these  unnatural  measures 
have  yet  produced  throughout  the  kingdom.  You  "that  are  fond  of  fram- 
ing oaths,  audTyo*  that,  are  so  prene  to  swafinw  them—what  say  you  to, 
this  ?  It  seems  as  if  the  government,  conscious  that  they  had  forfeited 
*U  confidence  with  the  people,  had  adroitly  planned  this  manoeuvre  of 
swearing*  without  offering  any  concession  on  their  part,  to  find  out,  of 
hpw  many  freemen  and  how  many  slaves  the  population  of  Ireland  con- 
sists :  I  believe  the  experiment  has  not  succeeded  to  their  wishes,  and 
tpfray  to  €od  it  never  may*  But  if  the  government  choose  to  have  our 
support  to  the  laws,  sanctioned  hy  our  oaths,  let  them  pot  the  laws  on 
such  a  footing  as  to  deserve  it— tfll  then  I  may,  to  avoid  punishment, 
yield  a  melancholy  obedience*  to  the  exiotbq  laws  ;  hut  further  than  that 
withered  he  my  heart,  and  palsied  he  my  band,  if  I  support  them.1' 

January  &— We  are  sorry  t&  learn,  that  the  sovereign 
thought  proper  4o  decline  transmitting  the  late  resolution*  of 
this  town  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  by  which '  means  we  have  been 
deprived  of  knowing  hit  Excellency's  sentiments  upon  thai 
important  wbject^mfNordkern  Star  J 

Formation  of  the  Belfast  Yeomanry. 
At  a  meeting  held  last  Wednesday  of  those  persons  who 
have  determined  to  form  a  Volunteer  Corps  in  this  town  pur- 
suant to  lato — it  was  resolved  to  form  a  Troop  of  Cavalry  and 
a  Corps  .of  Infantry,  and  the  following  Gentlemen  were  Elect- 
ed Officers  by  ballot,  whose  names  were  transmitted  to  the 
.   Lord  Lieutenant  for  his  Excellency's  approbation. 

Par  tie  Ca6aJry.-~Charles  fianken,  Esq.  Captain.    William 
Rakiey,  Esq.  first  Lieutenant    Cortland  Skinner,  Esq.  Se- 
/  cond  Lieutenant. 

For  the  Infantry*— Robert  Wallece,  Esq.  Captain.  Geo. 
Joy,  Esq*  First  Lieutenant.  '  J.  Turnley,  Esq.  Second  Lieu- 
tenant.— (  Belfast  News  Lett&fa) 

MILITARY  PREPARATIONS. 

Oa  Tuesday  last  forty  tumbrils  of  ammunition  arrived  from 

1*    \  n 
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Dublin,  escorted  by  a  strong  detachment  uf  the  Cooaty    Ca- 
van  Militia,  who  after  depositing  their  charge  in  the  new,  bar* 
racks,  returned  next  moraing  to  their  quarters.--- (Ibid. ) 
February  2.— ARREST  OF  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR. 
Arthur  O'Connor,  Esq.  candidate  for  this  county,  was  ar« 
rested  by  Constable  Carleton,  at  O'NtU's  Hotel,  in  Frederick 
Street,  on  a  charge  of  having  published  a  seditious  libel  against 
government,  (being  his  second  address  to  the  Free  Electors  $ 
the  County  of'  Antrim.)     A  military  guard  has  been  placed 
since  Friday  last  in  the  house  lately  occupied  by  Mr  O'Connor 
*  near  this  town. '  In  the  same  warrant,  (signed  by  6  Privy 
Counsellors,)  Mr  Kennedy  qf  this  town,  now  confined  in  KM* 
mainham  gaol,  was  comprehended. 

•  Arrest  of  R.  and  W.  Shims.  February  8.— Messrs  Ro- 
bert and  William  Simms,  Merchants,  were  arrested  in  con* 
sequence  of  a  warrant  brought  by  a  King's  Messenger  this 
morning  from  Dublin.  In  the  afternoon  they  set  off  in  two 
ppst  chaises  for  that  city ;  these  two  gentlemen  were  the  only 
Proprietors  of  the  Northern  Star,  who  remained  at  Bel* 
fast  A  military  guard  has  remained  in  the  Northern  Star 
office  since  Friday,    . 

February — Joseph  M'llwiin  the  carrier  of  the  Belfast  News 
Letter  from  Lisburn  to  Dromore,  and  forward  on  that  line  of 
road,  was  attacked,  two  miles  beyond  Hillsborough  by  three 
persons,  who  forcibly  took  from  him  all  the  Newspapers  which 
they  immediately  destroyed,  at  the  same  time  threatening  the 
most  dreadful  vengeance  against  him  or  any  other  person  who 
should  carry  the  Belfast  News  Letter  longer  on  that  road.— 
(Belfast  News-Letter.) 

February  10.— -Another  carrier  of  the  same  paper,  was 
stopped  two  miles  on  this  side  of  Lisburn,  by  two  persans, 
who  took  all  the  Newspaper  parcels,  and  threw  them  into  the 
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stream. — (The  newspapers  were  sent  in  future  by  post>l*f  ft.J 
February  13.— The  carrier  to  Downpatrick  was  stopped  near 
Dundonald,  and  the- papers. destroyed!  Another  carrier  to 
Portaferry*  was  stopped  same  night,  and  plundered  in  a  simi- 
lar manner.  A  reward  of  20  guineas  was  offered  for  the  ap- 
prehension «id  conviction  of  any  of  the.  persons  concerned  in 
eommittirig  any  of  tbe  above  depredations — fib  J 

TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 
The  Person  who  has  been  waiting  upon  the  Commissioners. 
of  Stamp  Duties  in  Dublin  these  12  or  14  days  past,  for  the 
purpose  of  qualifying  as  Printer  and  Publisher  of  this  paper 
having  not  yet  returned,  we  continue  the  publication  as  usual, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  spirit  of  the  Laws  of  Ireland.— 
Leaving  it,  as  we  do,  to  the  proper  Office  to  account  for  its 
conduct,  at  the  same  time  that  the  military  supporters  of  re- 
gular Governments  and  true  liberty  MUST  atone  to  their 
Country  for  the  arbilfary  suppression  of  an  independent  news* 
paper,  and  be  compelled  to  make  compensation,  to  the  pro* 
piietors,  for  an  unprecedented  destruction  of  private  property 
in  violation  of  even  the  colour  of  Jaw. — (tf.  Star  Office  Feb.  24.) 

Who  could  attempt  to  compare  the  present  Yeomen  with  the 
old  Volunteers?— The  paltry  services  df  the  old  Corps  were 
remunerated  by  disgrace,  after  fourteen  Years  experience. 
The  pretent  glorious  band  have  not  been  quite  three  months 
in  existence,  and  our  virtuous  Government  has  expended  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds  of  Irish  gold  upon  them  ! !— So 
much  for  the  disinterested  patriotism  of  our  new  levies — (tb.\ 

Another  dhbadful  Plot.— Yesterday  Colonel  Barber,  at- 
tended by  a  strong  guard,  surrounded  Union  Street.  A  Cot- 
ten  Factory  of  Mr  Emerson's  appeared  to  be  their  principal 
object;  however,  the  houses,  gardens,  arid  dunghills,  opsonic* 
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Other  inhabitants  did  not  escape  without  being  searched  and 
dug  for  something,  but  after  a  laborious  attack  they  evacuated 
the  place  without  carrying  off  any  trophies— (Ibid.} 

{Tkt  following,  i«  a  blank  cover  was  left  at  our  Office  yesterday.) 
«  General  Post-Office*  Mards  7, 1797. 
«  To  Messrs.  G.  AxDxasow  and  T.  Grebe,  Newyy, 
"  Gswtlsmsn,— It  being  understood  there  if  attached  to  the  Beifest 
Mail  Coach,  a  itrong  box,  for  the  alleged  purpose  of  conveying  and  re- 
conveying  guineas  between  Dublin  and  Belfast,  which  is  constantly 
locked  up  on  the  road  upwards  and  downwards*  one  key  being  kept  by 
a  merchant  in  Dublin,  and  another  in  Belfast,  so  that  no  one  can  have 
access  to  it,  excepting  such  persons  aa  are  in  the  im,meiMate  eonidence 
of  those  who  have  charge  of  the  keys.    I  am  commanded  by  the  Post- 
masters General  to  observe,  that  it  is  by  no  means  the  wish  of  their 
lordships  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  tha  way  of  any  commercial  purpose; 
yet  as  it  is  very  possible  that  this  box,  so  secured  from  all  observation, 
may  be  turned  into  very  improper  uses,  and  instead  of  serving  as  a  safe 
conveyance  for  guineas,  may  be  made  the  medium  of  conveying  letters 
and  other  packets,  very  much  to  the  prejudice  of  the  revenue  of  this 
office,'  they  should  feel  themselves  as  acting  very  unwarrantably  indeed, 
if  they  permitted  the  continuance  of  such  secret  conveyance,  without 
establishing  a  proper  check  thereupon ;  and  therefore  I  am  tether  to 
acquaint  you,  that  unless  keys  are  forthwith  procured  for  the  deputies 
in  Newry  and. Belfast,  so  as  to  enable  them,  by  having  access  to  this 
box,  to  prevent  the  illicit  conveyance  of  letters  and  packets  therein, 
they  must  necessarily  or4er  its  immediate  discontinuances   - 

"  The  agents  of  the  persona  concerned  may  attend  when  the  deputies 
open  the  box,  but  it  is  to  be  observed,  thai  the  deputy  at  Belfast  must 
be  the  first  person  to  open  it  on  its  arrival  there,  and  the  tusf  persos  to 
examine  it  on  its  departure  from  thence, 
••I  am,  GfWT&aiicv, 

"  Your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 
(Signed)  JOHN  LEES,  Secretary." 

<N.  B.  The  words  in  Italic,  were,  in  the  original,  underscored.)— #4*. 
DECLARATION  OF  THE  BELFAST  YEOMANRY. 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Yeoman  Corps,  having  learned 
that  many  ef  our  countrymen  have  forjned  erroneous  ideas  of  our  mo- 
tives in  associating  under  the*  Yeomanry  Act— do  individually  declare: 
That  our  opinions  are  not  changed— that  we  continue  firmly  attached  to 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  all  the  people  of  Ireland— and  that  tee  sou 
motive  of  our  enrolment  was  and  is,  to  assist  in  repelling  foreign  inva- 
won,  and  to  aid  m  protecting  the  persons  and  properties  of  ourselves  and 
neighbours. 

'  JMf<*>M  March,  W7. 
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BELFAST  CAVALRY. 
William  Bainey,  Id  £*tufe*aft*,  Cortland  Skinner,  2d  Lieutenant. 

PRIVATES. 
Samuel  Smith,  '  John  H.  Houston,  ,     Alexander  Gordon, 

Alexander  Turnley,       Matthew  Tuton,  Thomas  Caven, 

T.  H  Smith,  *      Vesey  Knox,  *  William  Gregg, 

C.  Skeffington,  Bartholomew  Fuller*  John  Jocelyn, 

Edward  J,  Smith,         VaL  Joyce,       '  James  M'Key, 

James  Bristow,  Samuel  H.  Batt,  Andrew  Alexander,  . 

T\  L.  Stewart,  James  Mopre,      ,  William  Clarke, 

Moore  Echlin,  John  Rainey,  Jeremiah  Dickson, 

Thomas  Herron,  James  Hunter,  Samuel  Hudson. 

FIRST  COMPANY  OP  BELFAST  INFANTRY. 
Rob,  WaUac*,  Cap.        Geo.  Joy,  1st  Lieut.        J.  Turnley,  2d  Lieut. 

N        SECOND  COMPANY  OF  BELFAST  INFANTRY. 
John  Brown,  CapU        Rob.  Gordon,  lat  Lieut.        Jas.  Joy,  %d  Lieut. 

THIRD  COMPANY  OF  BELFAST  INFANTRY. 
Narcissus  Batt,  Capt.      J.  M'Cartney,  let  Lieut.      T.  Batt,  2d  Lieut, 

_  GENERAL  LAKE'S  PROCLAMATION; 
Bp  <fder  tfthe  Officer  conwindmg  the  Northern  Districts 
HEBE  AS,  the  daring  and  horrid  outrages  in  many  parts'  of  this 
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province,  evidently  perpetrated  with  a  view  to  supersede  the  laws 
and  the  administration  of  justice  byan  organized  system  of  nitirder  and 
robbery,  hare  increased  to  such  an  alarming  degree,  as,  from  their  at- 
frocity  and  extent,  to  bid  defiance  to  the  civil  power,  and  to  endanger 
the  lives  and  properties  of  his  Majesty's  faithful  subjects.  And  whereas, 
the  better  to  effect  their  traitorous  purposes,  several  persons  who  have 
been  enrolled  under  the  authority  of  his  Majesty's  commissions,  and 
others;  have  bean  forcibly  and  (raiterously  deprived  of  their  arms ;  it  is 
therefore  become  indispensably  necessary,  for  the  safety  and  protection 
of  the  well-disposed,  to  interpose  the  king' s  troops  under  my  command  s 
And  I  do  hereby  give  notice,  that  I  have  received  authority  and  direct 
tioua  tp  act  in  such  manner  as  the  public  safety  may  require.  I  do 
therefore  hereby  enjoin  and  require  all  persons  in  this  district  (peace- 
officers,  and  those  serving  in  a  military  capacity  excepted,)  forthwith  to 
bring  in  and  surrender  up.  ail  arms  and  ammunition  which  they  may 
have  in  their  possession,  to  tlje  pfiicer,  commanding  tfce  king's  troops  in 
their  neighbourhood.  1  trust  that  an  immediate  compliance  with  this 
order  may  render  any  act  of  mine  to  enforce  it  unnecessary.  Let  the 
people  seriously  reflect,  before  it  is  too  late,  on  fhe  ruin  into  which  they 
are  rushing  ;  let  them  reflect  upon  their  present  prosperity,  and  .the> 
miseries  in  which  they  will  be  inevitably  involved  by  persisting  in  acta. 
of  positive  rebellion ;  let  them  instantly,  by  surrendering  up  (heir  arms, 
andby  restoring  those  traitorously  taken  from  the  king's  faces,  rwcu# 
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themselves  from  the  severity  of  military  authority.  Let  all  the  loyal 
and  well-intentioned  act  together  with  energy  and  spirit*  in  enforcing 
subordination  to  the  laws,  and  restoring  tranquillity  in  their  respective* 
neighbourhoods — and  they  may  be  assured  bf  protection  and  support 
from  me.  Xnd  t  do  hereby  invite  all  persons  who  are  enabled  to  give 
'  information  touching  arms  or  ammunition  which  may  be  concealed,  im- 
mediately to  communicate  the  same  to  the  several  officers  commanding 
his  Majesty's  forces  in  their  respective  districts ;  and  for  their  encou- 
ragement and  reward,  I  do  hereby  promise  and  engage,  that  strict  and 
inviolate  secrecy  shall  be  observed  with  respect  to.  all  persons  who  shall 
make  such  communication ;  and  that  every  person  who  shall  make  it, 
•hall  receive,  as  a  reward,  the  full  value  of  all  such  arms  and  ammu- 
nition as  shall  be  seized  in  consequence  thereof. 

Bclfast  ,  March  13,)  G.  LAI^E,  LieaUaant-General,  . 

1797.  |  Commanding  the  Xfortktrm  DittricL 

FELONIOUS  SEIZURE  OF  ARMS. 

•«  ^hereas,  information  has  been  received  on  oath,  that  on  the  nigh* 
of  Wednesday,  the  15th  March  inst.  a  number  of  evil-minded  persons 
in  disguise,  with  their  faces  blackened,  &c.  forcibly  entered  the  dwelling 
houses  of  tome  of  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  this  town,  put  them  in 
fear  of  their  lives*  and  feloniously  took  therefrom  fire  arms  and  bayonets* 

Now,  we  the  undersigned  magistrates,  think  it  our  bounden  duty  to 
call  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  to  give  their  utmost  aid  to  prevent 
a  continuance  of  such  practices,  as  the  only  means  of  preventing  steps 
from  being  taken,  which  will  be  equally  unpleasant  to  the  magistrates, 
and  to  the  town  in  general."— C.  Skeffington,  High]  Sheriff ;  John 
Brown,  Sovereign  of  Belfast ;  G.  Lake,  6|»wart  Banks,  Esekiel  Davis 
Boyd,  William  Bristow,  Charles  Ranken,  Thomas  Banks,  Cortland 
Skinner,  Waddcll  Cunningham. 

Arms.— March  31.— 14?  cars  laden  with  arms  were  brought 
In  here  from  the  Ce.  bf  Down — 21  cars  with  arms  have  been 
also,  brought  in  here  within  these  few  days. — (Belfast  New* 
Letter.  J   • 

Arrests— April  14. — About  half  an  hour  after  8  o'clock, 
Col.  Barber,  with  a  party  of  Reay  Fencibles,  went  to  the 
house  of  John  Alexander,  Innkeeper,  Peters'  Hill  in  this 
town,  and  apprehended  21  persons  assembled  there;  all  of 
whom,  with  some  persons  seized  a*  the  same  time,  were  im- 
mediately lodged  in  the  artillery  barracks,  where  they  now  re* 
main.— (Ibid.)  rr      ' 

April  15- — 10  prisoners  were  br  ought  in  from  London  Dcr* 
ry.*~{/foWf) 
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COUNTY  ANTRIM  ASSIZES. 
(From  Northern  Star*)  , 

CARRteKPERotJS,  APBiL^O.—Tfae  prosecutions  carried  oh 
specially  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  by  Mr  Beresford,  represent- 
ing the  .  Attorney-General,  and  Mr.  Kemmis,  &e  Crown 
SoJicHpr,  have  proceeded  Ijitherto  much  in  the  same  routine  as 
those  of  which  we  have  given  sojtoe  particulars  in  the  other 
towns  on  the  circuit. 

.   Several  persons  have  been  tried  for  offences  usually  ascribed 
to  United.  Irishmen,,  who  have  hitherto  found  their  protection    i 
in  the  Trial  by  Jury,    Only  one  of  the  prosecutors  have  yet 
been  put  into  the'dock,  a  person  of  the  name  of  M  Cormick.   But 
of  the  prodigious  number  of  men  of  character  and    credit 
*  with  whom  the  gaols  are  filled,  it  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  very 
few  to  have   the  satisfaction  of  a  trial.     Scarcely  one  out  of 
twenty  but  are  left  to  linger,  in  hopeless  and  melancholy  con-, 
finement.     New  lists  of  proscription  are  made  out— new  war- 
rants for  High  Treason  issued,  and  numbers  daily  added  to 
the  black  and  inhuman  catalogue.  -  Since  the  Judges  opened 
their  Commission  in  this  county,  the  arrests  of  suspicious  per- 
sons have  proceeded  with  vigour.     Doctor  Crawford  of  Lis* 
burn,  a  physician  of  great  eminence,  and  brother  to  the  late 
amiable  and  celebrated  physician  of  that  name,  of  London,  has 
been  taken  from  his  family  to  Dublin,  the  Rev.  Sinclair  KelV 
'burn,  Minister  of  the  third  Dissenting  Congregation  of  Belfast, 
has  been  also  arrested.    Mr  William  M'Cracken,  brother  of 
the  gentleman  who  has  so  long  lain  in  Kilmainham  gaol  for  High 
Treason,  vainly  petitioning  for  his  trial ;  Mr  Nixon,  Apothe- 
cary ;  Mr  Speer,  Woollen  Draper,  and  a  great  number  of  others 
whose  names  we  have  jiot  learned,  have  been  arrested  within 
these  few  days-— and  names  are  talked  of,  of  so  distinguished 
integrity  and  honour,  that  it  looks  as  if  the  felons  alone  were  to 
remain  outside  of*  the  gaols. 
This  may,  perhaps,  answer  the  end  of  deterring  m  from  fol- 
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lowing  the  honest  example  of  die  regenerated  and  now  happy 
inhabitants  of  Armagh*  It  may  also  frighten  snae  weak  funded 
1  jurors  or  timid  witnesses.  *  Though  surely,  when  we  consider 
that  skerifi  are  nominated  by  the  crowin— tjiat  these  abtriffs 
(often  placemen)  retard  the  jury— that  in  these  n*w-fiBigkd 
Monies  the  crown  has  a  challenge  without  cause,  of  which  the 
prisoner  is  deprived— that  he- has  the  influent**  of  power  and 
the  public  i«rse  to  contend  against,  one  would  suppose  be  came 
forward  under  sufficient  disadvantages  without  recurring  to  such 
means.  . 

A  circumstance  too  curious  to  be  omitted  happened  yesterday. 
Mr  Joseph  Cuthbert,  who  was  prosecuted  specially  by'  the 
crown*  on  a  charge  of  conspiring  and  aiding  in  shooting  at  John 
Lee,  one  of  those  persons  committed  by  the  Earl  of  Carhampton, 
on  the  information  of  Bell  Martin,  which  lady  was  hound  to 
prosecute,  and  actually  attending,  though  not  called  upon  to 
appear,  was  no  sooner  acquitted  than  a  warrant  for  high  treason 
was  produced,  signed  by  Lord  Clonmell,  and  he  was  accord* 
ingly  remanded  to  gaol,  under  a  fresh  detainer.  One  of  the 
prisoner's  counsels  observed,  that  it  looked  as  if  his  prosecutors 
were  conscious  that  he  would  be  acquitted,  when  they  had 
provided  themselves  with  this  new  authority  for  depriving  him 
of  his  liberty. 

Mr  Weir,  of  Dunmurry,  is  one  of  those  charged  with  high 
treason,  who  seems  to  have  no  liopes  of  being  brought  to  trial 
When  the  number  of  persons  who  have  been  doomed  to 
dungeons  without  trial,  and  sent  into  banishment  without  in- 
quiry, or  who  have  perished  by  military  execution,  shall  be 
coolly  brought  forward  in  a  more  auspicious  season,  it  will, 
furnish  a  topic  not  less  affecting  than  the  bloodiest  periods  of 
the  revolution  of  France.  When  the  temper  of  the  people 
upon  whom  this  has  been  practised—their  forbearance,  their 
fortitude,  and  wisdom  shall  be  known,  it  will  furnish  an  ex- 
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ample  as  bright  as. any  the  page  of  history  can  boast.     Let  us  - 
not  then  he  dismayed,  our  hope*  .will.be  yet  crowned  with 
success,— T justice  will  triumph,  and  that  soon  ! 

On  Tuesday  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr  Sampson,  on  behalf 
of  upwards  of 'thirty  persons  who  had  been  arrested  by  Cofoneji 
Barber,  and  confined  in  military  prisons,  to  have  them  brought 
to  the  county  gaol,  in-order  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  gaol  de- 
livery: Mr  Sampson  stated  that  it  was  a  gross  misconduct  in 
any  man,  particularly  a  magistrate,  to  commit  men  to  any  but 
the  common  gaq}— it  was  not  only  against  the  genius  and 
spirit  of  the  Irish  law,  bat  against  the  express  letter  of  the 
statute.  .In  the  custody  of  the  civil  gaoler  they  could  have  a 
copy  of  their  committal,  and  so  be  informed  with  what  offence 
they  were  charged;  but  here  they  were  hemmed  in  from  all 
inquiry,  and  no  frierid  dare  venturp  to  approach  for  fear  of  the 
bayonets  of  the  soldiery  who  guard  them.  That  these  things 
should  be  (as  they  often  had)  practised  by  military  geritlemen 
from  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  who  neither  knew  our  laws'  nor 
customs,  yet  were  created  justices,  was  a  matter  more  of  pity 
than  blame  to  theny  unless  they  were  possessed  of  intuition 
they  must  be  grossly  ignorant  and  incapable*  But  how  gentle- 
men of  this  country,  who,  by  law,  should  be  appointed  for 
their  property  in  the  county  where  they  reside,  and  their  discre* 
Hon  and  learning  in  the  law,  solemnly  sworn  to  do  justice  ac- 
cording to  law,  should  err  so  grossly,  was  not  to  be  accounted 
for.  Mr  Beresford  here  interposed,  and  moved  that  a  magis- 
trate of  the  county  be  at  liberty  to  take  examinations  against 
the  prisoners,  from  which  it  appeared  that  most  of  them  had 
been  confined  without  any  examination  for  many  days.— It  i» 
supposed  that  of  course  they  will  be  transmitted,  but  whether 
to  get  a  trial  or  not  remains  td  be  seen.*- (  Northern  Star. J 

ARaEsts.«—This  morning,  about  eight  o'clock,  seven  auv' 
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riages,  escorted  by  a  troop  of  dragoons,  aet  off  from  this  place 
for  Dublin,  with  the  following  persona,  all  charged  with  the 
common  crime  of  treason :— -Rev.  Sinclair  Kdburne,  William 
M*Cracken,  Henry  Speer,  Jacob  Nixon, .  William  Keaniod 
William  Tampleton  (both  ckrka  in  the  Northern  Star  office,) 
Jamea  Buraside,  John  Barrett  Thomas  Jackson,  Alexander 
Clark,  Robert  Neilson,  William  CtinQujgbam*  John  Keanedy# 
Jamea  Greer,    Jamea    MeharTy,    Hugh    Kirkwood,  Hemy 
M'Manus,  John  Butcher,  Daniel  Tolan. — (Northern  Star.) 
SEIZURE  OF  PAPERS  AT  BELFAST. 
Dublin,   Saturday  night,  AprdZfr—This  evening  Mr  Se* 
eretary  Pelham  presented  a  message  from  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  House  of  Cosamons> '  stating  that  A* 
had  ordered  to  be  laid  befeie  them  a  number  of  papers  wfiicfe 
had  been  seised  in  Belfast,  belonging"  io  turo  CommUiettof 
United  Irishmen,  consisting  of  forty  persona.    He  requited 
ate  Commons  to  take  these  treasonable  papers  into  their  im- 
mediate consideration,  and  adopt  such  steps  in  consegoeffl* 
thereof  aa  they  might  think  proper,  [fit  Excellency  promises, 
fbr  crimea  of  that  nature,  he  will  exert  the  utmost  ct  those 
powers  with  which  he  was  invested  and  would  continue  toptf* 
sue  those  measures  which  had  already  met  the  sanction  of  the 
house,  for  the  protection  of  his  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  and 
tnc  preservation  of  the  constitution,  against  those  treasonable 
associations  which  threatened  its  subversion.     TKs  message 
was,  at  Mr  Pelham's  instance,  referred  to  a  secret  oaauakiee, 
to  be  appointed  by  ballot  on  Monday.     The  ballot  is  to  be 
fiamed  by  each  member  of  the  House  throwing  in  a  list  « 
15  such  names  as  he  thinks  proper.     Mr  Grattan  resisted  tha 
motion  for  appointing  a  secret  committee,  or  confining  the  in- 
quiry to  the  Province  of  Ulster,  on  the  ground  that  toe**** 
of  the  nation  should  begone  into  at  large.— (Northern  StyJ 
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Extracts  from  the  papers  found  at  the  house  of  John  Alexander,  by 

Major  Vox,  and  Mr  Atkinson,  high  constable.— See  the  Report  of iha 

8tt**iC**mitUt  of  A*  Howe  of  Commons,  Bob.  1748,  p.  45. 

"Enftfesin  tjie  nunute-book  seised  by  Mr  Fox^j— «»  Resolved, 
thaj  the,  secretary. shall  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  54th1  Secretary 
of  United  Itishmen  of  Belfast.  Resolved*— Thai  we  will  pay  into  the 
Bamnlat  Casamitte«,  Ssfhd  per  month,  .October SI J  ifQS.  Resolved. 
-—That  three  men,  be  appointed  to  purchase  pikes  and  poles  for  this 
society ;  and  that  if  any  man  fairly  tells  any  of  these  three  that  he  is 
netaile  to. purchase  a  pike,  that  he  shall  ,be  fuxnished  with  one  out  of 
the  fund  of  this  society. 

January  1,  1797.— Resolved— .That  all  money  or  subscriptions  re* 
,  seized  shall  go  to  the  use  of  buying  pikes.  / 

Report  from  the  Baronial 'Committee :  no  Arte.— County  of  Aritrim, 
22,922  men :  Money,  781  6s  8d. 

Report  of  the  County  of  Antrim  :  Belfast— Men  2,639,  Guns  526, 
Bayonets  309,  Pistols  88,  Pikes  667,  Ball  ^Cartridges  12,130,  Balls 
15,953,  Powder  566,  Cannon  1,  Mortar  1. 

Coumtt  TptAL— Men  23,059,  Guns  2,659,  Bayonets  982,  Pistols 
404,  Pikes  2,348,  Swords  85,  Ball  Cartridge  18,235,  Balls  2,359, 
Powder  6284,  Cannons  8,  Mortar  1." 

There  are  several  other  lists  of  the  number  of  men,  quantity  of  mili- 
tary stores,  &c.  but  they  all  appear  to  fail  short  of  this  one,  it  may 
therefore  be  presumed,  that  it  had  been  drawn  up  a  short  time  only  be-, 
fore  the  seizure  of  the  papers.  The  list  dated  April  11,  1797,  estimates 
the  number  of  men,  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  at  2?,716.        £.    *i  4> 

Apri  11  —They  received  from  the  Aristocrats  of  Belfast,  374  4  € 
which  was  laid  out  as  follows  : 

Paid  the  committee  appointed  to  attend  the'prisoners  this 
circuit      -      -      i     -     •      -     -     -      -      -      -       -         283  15    0 

Pai^  into  the  hands  of  different  people  to  attend  the  priso- 
ners out  of  this  circuit      --      -., 9096 

S**    4    * 
Received  from  the  societies  of  this  county,  as  a  voluntary 
subscription    -    -     -    „ .-      356  10    2 

Which  was  paid  to  the  committee  for  the  prisoner's  use :  the  provin- 
cial reports  that  they  have  used  every  means  to  .defend  the  prisoners  at 
the  time  of  trial."  ,       "  ' 

The  system  of  doipociliary  visits  and  arbitrary  arrests  neve* 
reigned  in  greater  vigour  under  the  tyranny  of  Robespierre, 
than  it  now  does  in  Belfast:  no  age,  no  character,  no  profession 
is  exempted.  The  best  and  most  industrious  of  its  inhabitant* 
arc  daily  marked  out  as  objects  of  military  or  ministerial  tea* 
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geance.  Several  have  fled,  unwilling  to  be  immured  in  a  dun- 
geon without  the.  hope  of  trial,  and  knowing  that  even  an  ac- 
quittal would  only  be  the  prelude  to  a  fresh  detainer.  F°r' 
inerly,  Belfast  exhibited  every  symptom  of  a  busy  trade,  but 
we  may  soon  expect  to  hear  of  it  being  »  deserted  and  lifeless 
spot;  a  member  in  the  confidence  of  administration  bavng de- 
triared,  that  a  certain  military  magistrate  there  had  near  100* 
warrants  to  execute.*—  (Northern  Star. J  '   .  , 

EDWARD  NEWELL,  THE  INFORMER. 

.  A  Ca*d— I,  ROBERT  NEWELL,  Jun.  apprentice  to  Mr  Mow" 

Echlin,  attorney,  hnving  learned  .with  unfeigned  concern,  that  mjr 
ther,  ED  WARD  JOHN  NE  fPELt,  Miniature- Painter,  has  b*«* 
some  time  past  in  the  practice  of  going  through  the  town  of  Belfast,   ^ 
"guised  in  the  dress  of  a  ligbt-howeman,  with  his  face  blackened,  » 
accompanied  by  a  guard  of  soldiers,  pointing  out  certain  in<Jivi  o 
■who  have  in  consequence  been  immediately  apprehended  and  pa 
prison,  and  that  this  practice  has  teen  repeated  night  after  rognv 
number  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  /been  sp  taken  up,  and  coo  ^ 
5n  barracks  and  roilit,ary  prisons.  N6w,  however  severely  I  feel  t  effl^ 
lificaticr!  of  being  driven  to  publish  the  misconduct  of  an  u.  °r^e 
brother,  I  think  it  justice  to  my  own  character  to  express  my    "  °    ^ 
of  so  unworthy  a  proceeding — If  this  unfortunate  young  man  h         ^ 
"  fairly  acquainted  with  any  fact   which  in  conscience  and    J*    ^ 
thought  necessary  to  public  justice  to  disclose,  I  should  never     ^  ^ 
sured  him  either  publicly  or  privately,  had  he  come  fowr*  *^jnd 

fairly  confronted  with  the  accused  ;  but  to  act  the  part  of  a 
:•  -  .   .  « „;nVation  or  e»w 

treacherous  informer,  is  to  do  what,  in  my  opinion,  is  »  vw»  ^ 

principle  of  conscience,  honour,  or  manhood.    This  young  man    ^   { 
unluckily  disconnected  for  some  years  past  ftona  hi*  famtv  ^ 

trust  that  but  for  this  circumstance  he  never  could  have  fallen 
company,  or  such  a  course  of  life  as  he  appears  to  have  don 

35,  Great  Britain-street,  \    ,  ROBERT  KEWEUi  «d* 

[Dublin.  J  (May  5.) 

.  -i  SEIZURE  OF  ARMS. 

May  5 A  few  days  ago,  4  carts,  laden  *itn  «&*>"  IC 

'had  been  seised  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  p»ce> 
brought  in,  under  an  escort  of  the  22d  Light  Drago°n* 
lodged  in  the  artillery  barracks. 
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The  humble  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  cod- 
vened  by  public  notice  from  the  high  sheriff,  at  Ballymena,  on  Mon- 
day, May8,  1797;— Hon.  CHICHESTER  SKEFFINGTON,  High 
Sheriff,  in  the  Chair,  Mr  LUKE  TEELING,  Secretary. 

TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

• 
Sirk.— We,  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  in  the  kingdom 

.  of  Ireland^  fee!  it  ouf  indispensable  duty  to  your  Majesty,  to  ourselves, 
and  to  our  conn  try,  at  this  awful  crisis  ^  to  approach  the  throne,  with  a* 
representation  of  our  most  intolerable  and  most  unmerited  sufferings ; 
and  we  do  conjure  your  Majesty,  by  that  great,  covenant  which 
binds  the  sovereign  and  the  subject  in  the  reciprocal  duty  of  alle- 
giance and  protection,  and  in  the  awful  presence  of  God,  not  to  suffer 
those  advisers,'  against  whom  we  prefer  our  just  complaints,  to  add  to 
the  catalogue  of  their  offences,  that  of  shutting  you*  eyes  or :^our  ears 
to  the  dangers  of  ydur  empire,  or  the  miseiies  of  you*  people. 

They  have  involved  us  in'  a  war,  of  which  the^-motives- and  the  con- 
duct have  marked  their' injustice  and  incapacity,  and  of  which  the  dis- 
astrous event  seems  reserved  by  Providence  as- a  dreadful  example  of 
unprovoked  and  frustrated  oppression.  Innoxious  only  to  the  enemy,' 
its  fury  and  havock  have  recoiled  upon  ourselves,  in  the  waste  of  blood, 
in  the  profusion  of  treasure,  in  the  destruction  of  private  industry  and 
happiness*  in  the  depravation  of  public  integrity,  in  the  loss  of  charae-  . 
ter>  in  the  decay  of  liberty,  and  finally,  in  the  ruin  of  commercial  credit.' 

Such  are  the  fatal  consequences  which  the  empire  has  to  charge  upon 
the  advisers  of  this  most  calamitous  war,  but  they  form  only  a  par*t>f 
the  crimes  and  the  sufferings  which  have  deformed  and  degraded  Jour 
kingdom  of  Ireland. '  '  ^  x 

Your  Majesty's  ministers  have  laboured  in  this  country,  and  with  the 
most  fatal  success,  to  destroy  the  third  estate  of  the  legislature,  and  re- 
duce the  government  to  an  arbitrary  despotism,  by  bribing  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  to  betray  their  constituents  in  parliament;  and 
this  crime,  if  capable  or  aggravation,  they  have  aggravated  by  the  most 
public  avowal  of  the  fact. 

They  have  laboured  with  the  most  remorseless  perseverance,  to  re- 
vive those  senseless  and  barbarous  religious  antipathies,  so  fatal  to  mo- 
rals and  to  peace,  and  so  abhorrent  to  the  mild  and  merciful  spirit  of 
the  gospel.  - 

They  have  answered  our  demands  for  a  rail  and  fair  participation  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  British  constitution,  and  oisjjust  com- 
plaints of  their  rapacity,  corruption,  and  oppression,  by  the  most  attro- 
cious  calumnies  against  our  characters,  and  the  most  merciless  prose* 
cut  ions  against  our  lives ;  and  in  order  more  effectually  to  organize  their 
system  of  vengeance  and  servitude,  thsy  have  endeavoured,  through  the 
medium  of  Spic*  and  Informer*,  "  those  baleful  instruments  of  despo- 
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tifcm,"  to  destroy  publie  confidence*  and  .poison  the  intercourse  of  pri- 
vate life.  They  h%ve  employed  the  forms  of  that  legislation  of  which 
they  had  destroyed  the  tututaiiee,  in  the  enaction  of  penal  laws,  by  which 
they  have  successively  abrogated  the  right  of  Aays  for  self  protection, 
the  right  of  being  frit  from  arbitrary  arrest  and  imprisonment,  and  that 
■acred  right  of  Tarn,  by  a  J  cay  of  our  Country  : #  Rights,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  which,  "  the  united  will  of  a  people  resolved  to  be  freje,' 
called  your  Majesty**  illustrious  family  to  the  throne.  v 

One  enormity  only  remained  unattempted  by  your  Majesty**  minis, 
ters,  and  upon  that  too  they  have  at  last  presumed  to  adventure :  "  to 
act  up  a  prerogative  avowedly  against  the  law,"  and  to  let  loose  upon 
your  subjects  all  the  horrors  of  licentious  power  and  military  force,  by 
•ending  hands  of  mercenaries  jn  every  direction,  unattended,  in  general, 
by  civil,  or  even  military  officers,  to  plunder  the  houses  (once  the  sanc- 
tuaries of  your  faithful  people,)  of  those  arms  which  were  necessary  for 
their  protection  and  defence,  which  form  such  an  essential  feature  of 
discrimination  between  the  freeman  and  the  alave,  and  which,  when 
assistance  ceuJd  not  be  obtained  from  your  Majesty's  ministers,  they 
VOLUNTARILY  wielded  in  defence  of  your  person  and  government.. 
Such  are  the  measures  by  which  the  submission  that  toe  prerogative 
owes  to  the  law  has  been  blasphemously  dislaimed ;  by  which  the  corn 
stitution  has  given  place  to  the  bayonet,  and  the  people  have  been  put 
tutof  the  protection  of  the  peace,  by  which  numbers  of  our  fejlow-eubr 
jects  have  been  banished  without  even  the  forms  of  a  trial ,  pr  are  daily 
crowded  into  dungeons,  and  this  only  because  they  have  dared  to  unite 
together  in  the  vindication  of  common  right,  in  the  just  and  legal  re- 
sistance of  common  oppression,  in  the  kind  and  brotherly  consolation  of 
common  suffering. 

Such,  Sire,  are  the  grievances  of  a  people  who  know  that  their  title 
io  liberty  is  from  God  and  nature,  which  no  human  law  can  abrogate, 
nor  authority  take  away. 

Had  your  Majesty's  people  of  Ireland  "  without  regard  to  religious 
distinction,*'  been  fully  and  fairly  represented  in  the  Commons  Home 
of  Parliament,  the  evils,  of  which  we  complain  could  never  have  ex- 
isted. We  do  therefore  implore  your  Majesty,  as  you  vajue.  the  happi- 
ness of  your  people,  to  aid  them  in  the  speedy  attainment  o  f  that  ines-  , 
timable  blessing. 

We  do  hereby  prefer  to  the  justice  of  our  king  this  our  complaint 
against  those  wicked  and  unprincipled  ministers,  who,  to  the  insepa- 
parable  calamities  of  war,  have,  with  the  most  wanton  cruelty,  super- 
added the  hprrors  of  intestine  tyranny  and  proscription,  alike  xegardkss 
of  the  rights  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  union  and  safety  of  the  empire.  And 
we  pray  your  Majesty  to  dismiss  them  from  yourjpresenco  and  councils 
forever. 

The  above  Addrew  was  agreed  to  by  the  majority  of  the 
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freeholders  of  the  cbintfy  of  Antrim,  assembled  by  public  no* 
lice  atBallymena,  the  §th  of  May,  1797.— 

CHICHESTER  SKEFFINGTON,  Chairman. 

Jtoofoeo?.— -That  our  Chairman  do  transmit  this  Address  to  the  Earl 
•f  Moira,  and  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox,  requesting  them,' in 
fhenarae  of  this  meeting,  to  present  the  same  to  his  Majesty. 

The  High  Sheriff  having  left  theChiar,  and  Mr  EDWARD  JONES 
AGNEW  baring  been  called  thereto,  it  was  Resolved.—  That  the  thanks 
of  this  meeting  be  returned  to  the  high  Sheriff,  for  his  readiness  in  call- 
ing the  meeting,  and  for  bis'  very  impartial  and  upright  conduct  tm> 
day  in  the  Chair. 

y  EDWBD  JOKES  AGNEW,  Chairman. 

LUKE  TEELING,  Secretary. 

DISAFFECTION  OF  THE  MONAGHAN  MILITIA. 
May  8.— In  consequence  of  a  representation  from  Colonel 
Leslie  to  General  Lake,  stating  that  a  number  of  men  bf  the 
Monaghan  Militia  had  acknowledged  themselves  guilty,  of  be* 
ing  concerned  in  taking  the  Test  of  the  Society  of  United 
Irishmen,  at  the  same  time  shewing  the  greatest  remorse  and 
contrition  for  their  conducts— The  General  was  pleased  to  in- 
tercede with  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  their  par* 
don ;  and  having  received  a  favourable  answer,  ordered  the' 
regiment  to  parade  in  the  square  of  the  new  barracks  on  Sa- 
turday Maykfj,  when  he  met  them  accompanied  by  General 
Nugent.  Having  desired  those  implicated  in  this  unfortunate1 
business  to  advance,  every  man  concerned,  amounting  to  up* 
wards  of  70  in  number  appearing  sensible  of  their  error,  and* 
Laving  promised  future  good  conduct,  and  a  renunciatiori  of 
all  such  practices,  threw  themselves  on  the  Lord  Lieutenant's 
mercy*.  The  General  lamented  the  necessity  there  was  of 
making  some  examples ;  for  which  purpose,  a  General  Court 
Martial  would  assemble  on  Monday  the  8th  for  the  trial  of 
those  who  had  acknowledged  their  guilt,  and  were  most  deep* 
,  ly  concerned ;  he  then  read  that  part  of  Mr  Pelham's  letter/ 
which  authored  him  in  his.  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant's 
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same,  to  pardon  those  men  who  had  repented  of  their  crime, 
and  in  that  public  manner  had  implored  mercy, — on  which  the 
men  implored  the  General  to  return  their  grateful  acknowledge- 
ments to  his  Excellency  for  this  signal  mark  of  his  mercy  to* 

i 
wards  them. — (Belfast  News-Letter.) 

May  15.— -The  General  Court  Martial,  which  was  held  here 
last  week,  on  4>  privates  of  the  Monaghan '  Militia,  sat  till 
*  Thursday,  when  a  detail  of  the  evidence  was  sent  off  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  The  regiment  are  under  orders  to  march 
with  the  prisoners  to-morrow  for  Blaris  Camp,  when  the 
sentence  will,  in  all  probability  be  made  known  to  tbem.—(i£.) 

We  formerly  mentioned  that  four  of  the  Monaghan  Militia 
had  been  tried  by  a  Court  Martial,  but  that  we  did  not  know 
the  result.  The  following  were  the  charges  brought  against 
DANIEL  GILLAN — OWEN  k'KENNA — WILLIAM 
M'KENNA,  and  PETER  M'CARRON,  Privates  in  his 
Majesty's  1st,  or  Monaghan  regiment  of  Militia :    ' 

1st— For  exciting,  causing,  and  joining  in  a  mutiny  and 
sedition  in  said  regiment. 

2d.— For  not  using  their  utmost  endeavours  to  suppress 
said  mutiny  and  sedition,  being  present  thereat ;  and  also,  for 
not  giving  information  without  delay  to  their  commanding  of- 
ficer, of  such  mutiny  or  intended  mutiny,  as  soon  as  they 
came  to  the  knowledge  thereof.  (Signed) 

CCopy.]        CHARLES  LESLIE,  Colonel  of  the  Militia. 

Upon  which  they  were  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be 
shot.  On  Tuesday  morning  last,  (16th)  a  strong  guard  of 
horse  and  foot,  the  latter  composed  of  different  regiments  in- 
termixed in  files,  came  here  from  Blaris  about  eight  o'clock 
for  the  purpose  of  taking,  in  conjunction  with  the  whole  Mo- 
naghan Regiment,  the  iour  unfortunate  men  to  the  Camp  to 
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be  -shot.    The  interesting  solemnity  with  which  the  Regiment 

marched  out  of  town  impressed  very  melancholy  sensations ; 
this  pfcisonofs  were  taken  op  cars  accompanied  by  two  Priests, 
find  arrived  at  the  place  about  12  o'clock;  they  seemed  very 
sensible  of  the  awful  change  they  were  about  to  make,  and  at 
the  wane  -time  behaved  wkh  the  greatest  firmness,  choosing 
rather  to  die  than  .become  informers.  About  two  o'clock  they 
were  shot,  and  immediately  the  whole  line  passed  their  dewj 
bodies.  TheMonaghan  Regiment  returned  to  town  in  the 
'  evening.— (Northern  Star.)  ( 

Arrests. — On  Monday  List  several  prisoners  confined  in 
the  artillery  barracks  of  this  place,  as  disorderly  persons,  were 
sent  on  board  tjie  Tender,  in  the  Lough,  since  when  five  more 
viz.  Harry  Fearne,  Matthew  Fearnie,  O'Brien  Fearnie,  Michael 
Finlay,  and  Hugh  Dillon,  have x  been  sent  to  the  same  place* 
A  person  of  the  name  of  William  Stewart,  was  brought  in  on 
Wednesday  from  Armagh,  upon  which  charge  we  have  not  yet 
heard,  and  yesterday  a  Bombadier  from  the  Camp,  was  also 
\  lodged  in  the  artillery  barracks,  updo  a  charge  of  disaffection. 
{-&e{fwtNetvs-Lette:r.) 

May  19^-Ten  cars  loaded  wkh  entrenching  tools,  arrived 
at  the  artillery  barracks. 

May  23.-— At  4  o'clock  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant  Genefc 
ral  Lake  directed  Colonel  Barber  and  Mr  £ox,  (Town  Ma* 
jor,)  to  proceed,  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible,  to  the 
Cotton  Manufactory  of  Robert  Armstrong,  on  the  Falls  road  ; 
arriving  there  before  two  persons  who.  were  oh  the  watch 
could  give  an  alarm,  they  caught  a  Smith  and  his  assistant, 
forging  pikes,  and  on  threatening  them  with  immediate  death 
they  produced  sixteen  they  had  secreted  in  an  adjacent  house, 

15  3k 
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newly  forged ;  a  detachment  from  the  Monaghan  Militia,  and 
some  Yeomanry  who  followed,  were  so  much  incensed  at  see- 
ing these  implements  of  destruction,  that  the  smashed  the 
forge,  and  levelled  it  to  the  ground.  The  pikes  were  hung 
round  the  villains,  who  were  marched  prisoners  to  town.— 
More  of  these  weapons  have  been  since  discovered.— ■(££.) 
•  May  25.— A  Blacksmith,  James  Adams,  from  IsIand\Ma* 
gee,  was  brought  in,  by  a  detachment  of  the  artillery.  Some 
of  the  pikes  were  stuck  through  his  hat,  and  others  hung 
around  him.— (ib.)  - 

May  27.— Three  cars  were  brought  in  here  with  pikes  and 
other  offensive  weapons,  which  were  lodged  in  the  artillery 
barrack.  In  consequence  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Procla- 
mation, three  people  came  in  this  morning,  and  having  formal- 
ly recanted  their  errors,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his 
Majesty. — (ib.) 

During  the  month  of  .May,  vast  numbers  of  men,  charged 
with  seditious  practices,  were  brought  in  from  various  parts  of 
the  neighbouring  country  and  lodged  in  the  artillery  barracks 
in  Ann-Street.  * 

June  3.— The  Rev.  Mr  Barber  of  Rathfriland,  was  brought 
into  town  in  a  post-chaise,  escorted  by  a  party  of  the  22d 
Light  Dragoons.'  Many  prisoners  were  brought  in,  on  this 
and  the  following  days. 

June  16.— The  Magistrates  continued  to  sit  ever/ day  this 
week  in  the  Ejxcbange  Rooms,  administering  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  peo-  ' 
pie  from  the  country.      It  is  supposed  they  have  already 
amounted  to  5000.         , 


*  The  remainder  of  our  Extracts  to  the  end  of  the  Volume,  are 
taken  from  the*  Belfast  News-Letter.  The  Northern  Star  was  com- 
pletely suppressed  this  month. 
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June  17.—^  Moses  Cochran,  jailor,  was  apprehended  on  a 
charge  of  being  concerned  in  seditious  practices. 

Jane  18.— At  5  o'clock  iathe  morning,  town  Major  Fox, 
and  an  officer's  piquet  of  Highlanders,  brought  in  from  the 
townland  of  Ballygoraartin,  foot  of  the  Black  Mountain,  7 
men,  on  a  charge  of  conspiracy.  The  town  Major  and  his 
arty  had  gone  out  the  preceding  evening  at  12  o'clock.  The 
same  day  were  brought  into  town  twenty-one  .prisoners  from 
Armagh  and  Glasslougb,  all  charged  with  seditious  practices. 
In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  (Sunday,)  Thomas  Houston, 
Surgeon  here,  was  apprehended  and  committed  to  the  artil- 
lery guard-house';  and  next  morning  on  searching  his  house, 
a  sliding  board  in  the  floor  of  the  drawing-room  was  discover- 
ed, Non  removing  which,  between  the  floor  and  joists,  a  num- 
ber of  papers  were  found,  among  which  were  a  large  parcel 
of  printed  Constitvti ons. ' 

June  20.— Five  persons  were  brought  in  prisoners  from 
Drumbo,  and  on  Wednesday  four  more  from  the  same  place, 
and  one  from  Lisburn,  all  charged  with  seditious  practices. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Orange  Lodge  of  Belfast,   19th 

June  1797*    The  Right  Worshipful  Jambs  Montgomery,: 

Esq.  faster  in  the  Chair,  it  was 

""  Jlcsofoed,-— That  we  will,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  support  and 
maintain  his  present  Majesty  King  George  the  3d*  our  happy  Consti- 
tution, and  the  Succession  to  the  Throne,,  in  his  Majesty's  illustrious 
hausc^-That  we  w£U  aid  and  assist,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  all 
civil  Magistrates,  In  the  execution  of  their  duty.  And  that  we  wilj 
use  our  utmost  endeavour  to  suppress, all  riot  and  disorder,  and  sup* 
port  and  maintain  our  ancient  and  honourable  Society,  in  its  truest 
intent  and  meaning.         ^  (Signed- 

JAMES  MONTGOMERY,  Maatee. 

JOHN  BROWN*  Past  Master. 

JOHN  GALT  SMITH,  Secretary. 

21, — Messrs  Robert  and  William  Simnra,  after  having  been 
upwards  of  four  months  confined  in  Newgate,  were  admitted 
to  bail;  by  order  of  Mr  Secretary  Pelham, 
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June  ?S.— Generals  Lake  and  Nugent,  attended  by  a  party 
of  dragoons,  went  to  Ballynahinch  and  its  neighbourhood  in 
aearcli  of  concealed  arms. — Same  day,  two  six-pounders  were 
delivered  up  by  Mr  Adair  Bell,  of  Bally mena,  and  lodged  in 
the  artillery  barracks. 

25. — Rev.  Mr  Stavely,  of  Knockbracken  was  apprehended 
while  preaching  in  his  meeting-house,  by  Colonel  Barber  and 
Major  Fox,  with  a  party  of  the  military. 

SO.— Within  these  few  days  past  seventeen  prisoners  were 
brought  in  from  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim,  all  charged 
with  seditious  practices ;  three  car  loads  of  arms*  have  also 
been  brought  in  from  different  parts  of  the  country* 

July  5.— The  Masonic  Lodges  of  Belfast,  Nos.  272,  491, 
550,  621,  687,  761,  762,  and  l6s,  entered  into  resolutions  to 
"  support,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  his  present  Majesty, 
George  III,  our  happy  constitution,  and  the  succession  to  the 
throne  in  his  Majesty's  illustrious  house,'*-— and  disclaimed 
and  disavowed  all  connection  with  any  traitorous  society  or 
rebellious  association."-— Signed,  John  M'Cgnnell,  Chair- 
man. James  Law,  Secietary. — On  the  6th  inst.  St  Patrick's 
Lodge,  No  #87,  entered  into  similar  resolutions.— Marcus 
Ward,  Chairman,  Campbell  Gba  ham,  Secretary.  9 

11. — Dr  ilobert  M'Gee,  and  nine  othep  prisoners  were  sent 
in  from  Randalstown  and  Shane's  Castle  by  Lord  O'Neill, 
and  committed  to  the  artillery  guard-room,  charged*  with 
seditious  practices. 

12.— The  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  the  Bcyne,  was  cele- 
,  brated  by  a  gteat  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  and 
neighbourhood,  denominating  themselves  Orangemen,  who 
marched  in  grand  procession  through  the  town.  It.  is  esti- 
mated that  between  f>  and  7000  were  present ,  The  pejrmissioa 
of  General  Lake  had  been  previously  obtained. 
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19. — The  wheels  of  one  of  the  six- 
»  *  * 

the  late  Belfast  Volunteers,  having  been- 

waste  piece  of  ground  in  Anne  Street,  the  k 

ningham  Greg,'  Esq,  that  gentleman  found  h 

appear  before  the  Rev.  William  Bristow,  Justice  01 

make  oath  that  he  "  had  no  knowledge,  directly  or  inu 

of  the  four  wheels  concealed  in  the  alcove-mentioned  spv 

and  that  he  did  not  know  any  thing  of  a  concealment  of  any 

part  of  the  artillery." — Mr  Greg,  at  the  same  time,  offered 

"  a  reward  of  £50'  to  any  person  who  will  discover  those 

concerned  in  this  transaction."     The  wheels  were  discovered 

by  Town  Major  Fox. 

August  8.*— The_  following  arms  were"  brought  into  the 
artillery  stores: — 1763  guns,  141  gun  barrels,  376  pikes/  68 
old  swords  and  blades,  39  pistols,  544  bayonets,  5  swivels, 
1  carronaie,  2  halbertS>  and  2  pike  shafts;  and  6*  the  day 
following,  1062  guns,  312  bayonets,  256  pikes,  39  broken 
swords,  3  halberts,  1  carronade,  2  swivels,  1  iron  gun,  91  gua 
barrels,  33  old  pistols,  and  %  six-pound  shot,  all,  from  the 
county  of  Down; 

26/—  The  Rev.  Mr  Stavely,  Mr  David  Armstrong  from 
Ballynahinch,  Mr  John  M'Bernie  from  Saintfield,  John  Beary 
front  Knockbain,  and  Edward  M'Caffay,  having  been  admitted 
to  hail,  were  discharged  from  the  artillery  barracks. 

It  appears  that  in  this  month,  so  anxious  were  the  United 
Irishmen  for  the  arrival  of  the  French,  that  «  a  few  spirited 
men  in  Belfast,  subscribed  500  guineas  to  send  a  person  to 
France,"  to  hasten  their  landing.— Report  of  Secret  Committee  $ 
p.  i39. 

September  21. — A  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  the  Nor- 
thern Star,  for  redress  and  damages,  incurred  by  them  in  the 
destruction  of  their  printing-office  and  properly  by  a  num  ber 
of.men  in  military  dress,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  was  read, 
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emitted  to  the  court  (at  Carrickfcrgus  assises).  The 
^rfjSges  were  laU  at  £.4000  which  it  was  contended  by  their 
council  they  had  a  right  to  recover  from  the  county  under  the 
act  of  parliament  in  such  cases  made  and  provided.  The  act 
being  produced  and  read,  the  judge  was  of  opinion,  that  this 
case,  for  many  reasons,  did  not  come  under  the  act. .  After  a 
good  deal  of  altercation  betwixt  council  on  both  sides,  one  eyi-  * 

ence  was  adduced — David  Simms,  one  of  the  compositors  of 
the  Northern  Star ;  but  before  his  examination  was  finished, 
the  council  for  the  prosecutors  having  risen,  and  acknowledged 
that  the  present  case  did  not  fall  under  ike  act,  this  business* 
which  otherwise,  on  account  of  the  very  great  number  of  evi- 
dences to  be  called,  would  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
court  for  many  hours,  was  set  aside  without  further  inves- 
tigation. 

October  20 — John  Hughes,  bookseller  and  stationer  in  tltest 
town,  having  been  apprehended  at  Newry  on  a  charge  of  high* 
treason,  was  this  forenoon  brought  in  here  in  a  post-chaise, 
escorted  by  a  party  >of  light  dragoons,  and  lodged  in  the  artil- 
lery barracks.— In  the  same  evenapg  he  was  liberated  on  bail-. 

November  5. — 96  stand  of  arms  were  brought  to  the  artiU 
lery  barracks  from  Castle wellan,'  under  an  escort  of  yeomanry. 

November  18. — Thirteen  prisoners  were  sent  off  to  Ehiblin, 
charged  with  seditious  practices,  and  on  Nov.  20,  they  were 
brought  before  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  when  the  legality  of 
their  detention  was  examined,  by  the  court ;  Mr  Emmet  and 
Counsellor  Sampson  being  council  for  the  prisoners.— They 
were  bailed  to  appear  at  the  next  assizes  for  the  county  of* 
Antrim,  and  discharged. 

1798. 
January  2.— The  sum  of  £.209  7s  5d  (exclusive  of  the  sub- 
scriptions oAhe  yeomanry  corps  of  Belfast,)  were  transmitted 
to  London,  in  aid  of  the  fund  for  the  support  of  the  widows,  oN 
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phans,  &c.  of  the  seamen  who  were  killed  in  thi 
between  Lord  Duncan  and  the  Dutch  fleet,  oris. 
Qctober,  1797.  . 

January  S.— A  desperate  attempt  was  made  by  the  prlso. 
onboard  the  Tender  (87  in  number,)  lying  in  Belfast  lough. 
to  seize  the  vessel,  and  procure  their  liberation ;  but  principally 
owing  to  the  weight  of  the  numbers  that  rushed  up  the  ladder, 
by  which  it  was  broken,  their  design  was  frustrated.  The 
lieutenant,  midshipman  and  a  few  of  the  sentinels  werex wound- 
ed. An  insurgent  of  the  name  of  Cassidy  leaped  overboard 
and  attempting  to  swim  to  shore,  was  shot  in  the  water. 

March  12.— The  Belfast  yeomen  cavalry  unanimously  re- 
solved,  from  the  1st  instant  to  accept-  no  pay  from  govern* 
ment  during  the  war* 

.    March  S3.— -Within  these  two  days  past,  several  houses  ia 
this  vicinity  have  been  searched  for  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald. 

April  9. — The  four  companies  .of  the  Belfast  Infantry  una* 
mously  agreed)  to  do  duty  as  a  military  corps  "in  this  town  and 
neighbourhood;  and  in  csrse  of  invasion,  rebellion,  or  insurree* 
Hon  to  march  wherever  the;;  m&y  be  ordered  in  this  kingdom, 
during  the  continuance  thereof. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  cavalry,  called  in  consequence 
of  a  circular  letter  received  by  Captain  Rainey  from  Willliam 
Elliot,  Esq.  Friday,  April  IS,  1798.      /,'.>' 

Resolved. — That  as  this  troop  consists  chiefly  of  men  deeply  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits,  we  offnot  at  present  undertake  permanent  duty. 

But  should  the  situation  of  the  kingdom  render  a  temporary  removal 
of  the  troops  from  Belfast  necessary,  we  are  willing  to  assist,  as  far  at 
our  numbers  will  allow,  in  performing  the  duty  of  the  garrison. 

Resolved.— That  we  will  practise  our  weekly  exercise  with  unremit- 
ting attention.  *  ,  ^ 

Audi  n  case  of  actual.invasion  or  rebellion,  we  will  undertake  any  duty 
for  the  defence  or  tranquillity  of  our  country. 

Resolved.— That  Captain  Rainey  shall  transmit  th^w  OUT  ftntiowts 
the  afficer  commanding  thegftrfct* 
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jrfay  22.— A  reward  of  £.300  was  offered  by  the  lord  Hea- 
tenant  and  council  for  the  apprehension  of  Samuel  Neilson  of 
Belfast,  merchant.  On  the  following  day,  Mr  Nett&on  waa 
taken  up  in  Dublin  on  a  charge  of  high  treason,  and  committed 
ft  the  new  prison. 

May  23.— The  Belfast  mail  coach  was  attacked  by  a  party 
of  rebels,  and  burned  at  Santry,  between  Swords  and  Dublin 

AN  INDICATION  OF  THE  BREAKING  OUT  OF  THE  REBELLION; 

May  24*-- The  following  notice  was  circulated  by  Major 
General  Nugent  in  Belfast  and  neighbourhood : 

"  In  consequence  of  the  proclamation  declaring  martial  law,  Major 
_  General  Nugent,  commanding  lin  the  northern  district,  gvies  ttfs  public 
notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast  and  its  nrigfafeoarhoed :  That  a  guar* 
under  the  direction  of  an  officer,  will  be  stationed  at  the  artillery  barracks  ' 
and  under  the  Exchange-Rooms,  to  receive  arnu  of  all  kinds  (including 
-  pik*8t)  and  ammunition,  which  he  aspects  will  be  delivered  up  by  what- 
ever pew  ons  may  be  in  possession  pf  them.  The  general  will  allow  them 
until  Monday  night,  at  twelve  o'clock,  for  this  purpose;  after  which 
time,  if  any  of  these  articles  are  found  in  the  house  ofany  person  what- 
ever, his  person  and  property  must  suffer  for  it.  General  Nugent  sritt 
give  strict  orders  that  do  person  shall  be  molested,  nor  any ',  question 
asked  of  him,  who  may  bring  arms  or  am  munition  to  the  above  mention- 
ed place  within  the  time  limited.  Those  who  have  registered  arms  ra* 
their  possession,  are  heretyr  required  to~detiver  them  up  to  a  guard  ap- 
pointed to  give  receipts  for  them  at  the  artillery  barracks  during  the 
same  period."  , 

At  night,  Majoi  General  Barber  surprised  a  committee  of 
SS  people,  assembled  at  the  sign  of  the  White  Cross  in  Potting 
ger's  Entry,  and  lodged  them  prisbners  in  the  main  guard.  No 
papers  appertaining  to  business  were  found  on  them.  They 
pleaded  1>eing  mostly  a  society  of  tailors,  met  nf  combination 
to  increase  their  wages,  which  was  fully  proved  by  a  manuscript 
book  to  that  purpose,  found  on  them.  They  were  admitted! 
to  bail  the  day  following. 

•  May  25.— A  notice,  ordering,  the  inhabitants  to  remain  in 
their  respective  dwellings  from  nine  o'clock  at  night  till  fiveia 
the  morning,  was  this  day  published  by  Major  General  Nugent 
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May  27.»AUj*tjjm-  Law  was  proclaimed  through  the  prin- 
cipal streets  of  this  town,  and  the  four  companies  of  yeomanry 
entered  on  permanent  duty.  •  At«ight,  various  persons  wefte 
token  up,  and  confined  in  the  market-house,  for  being  found 
ui  th?  streets,  after  nine  o'clock.  '  ' 

May  28.— A  car-load  of  arms  was  brought  into  this  towrf 
from  'the  county  of  Down.  John  Kelso,  an  inhabitant,  .was 
tills  day  sentenced  by  thecourt-martial  to  receive  8G0  lashes, 
for  having  concealed  arms,  and  received  200.  Another  per- 
son was  flogged  at  same  time  upon  Kelso's  information* 

Same  day  ah  address  was  presented  to  General  Nugentj 

signed  by  a  number  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  which  was, 

Immediately  forwarded  to  Dublin,  foV  the  approbation  of  go* 

▼ernment. 

.  "At  this  momentous  crisis,  wJjajjJsbeWon  bat  openly  reared  its 
fcead,  we  the  subscribers,  should  thQ5  ourselves  unworthy  of  the  bless* 
Inge  of  freedom,  if  we  did  not  come,  forward  to  offer  our  services  in* 
support  of  our  King  and  Country.  We,  therefore*  request*  Sir,-  that 
Jou  will  inform  »s.in  what  manner  we  can  be  serviceable.  Mm  vonl* 
wish  to  enrol  onrselvca  a  onrps  of  Yeomanry,  for  the  defence/  and 
preservation  of  the  peace  of  this  town  und  neighbourhood,  every  mem* 
ber  to  be  approved  by  you*  Oar  officers  to  be^dhostn  from  the  mem- 
bers, and  approved  by  the  government.  We  puopose  to  furnish  onr 
own  clothes,  and  to  act  without  any  expence  to  goverflmeut,  excepi 
.  arms,  which  are. not  to  be  purchased."  . 

May  20.-*-A  CfcWrt  Martial  sits  at  4he  market-house  daily, 
for  the  trial  pjf  sitch  persons  a*  shall  he;  brought  before  them, 
Many  4>ri^n^r^confinue  ^o  be  brought  in  from  the  counties.; 
o/  J>o*n  and  Antrim, 

About  400  stand  of  arms  have  been  delivered  up  in  con* 
sequence  of  General  Nugent*?  procla/nation.  This  forenoon, 
some  concealed  arm*  were  found  in  a  Carpenter's  store  in  Do- 
pegall-street 

Volunteer, Caiihon. 
The  following  notice  was  this  day  signed  by  the  inhabitants 
bfstieiajt 
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««  We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  feel  ourselves  called 
upon,  as  men  warmly  attached  to  the  interest  of  the  town,  and  anxioos 
to  bd  inbtru mental  in  securing  its  safety,  to  conjure  every  person  wh.e> 
nas  a  knqwledge  of  the  place  wltere*the  6  field-pieces,  formerly  attach- 
ed to  the  Volunteer  Corps  of  this  town,  are  deposited,  to  comply  with 
the  annexed  notice  from  General  Nugent 

We  conjure  them  to  reflect  on  the  consequences  that  might  other- 
wise result  to  many  of  their  friends  and  neighbours,  and  we  solemnly 
remind  them  that  the  guns  are  the  public  property  of  the  town,  and 
that  nd  engagement  can  warrant  any  person  or  persons  in  withholding 
^m.a^nsHtevofce.of. t}e  town,  so  fiityy  evinced  by  the  following 
subscription."— {Signed  by  154  names.) 

"  Major  General  Nugent  gives  the  Public  notice,  that  if  any  person 
will  give  information  where  the  6  brass  field-pieces,  lately  attached  te 
the  Belfast  Volunteer  Corps,  are  to  be  found,  by  an  Anonymous  note 
addressed  to  him,  or  to  the  Sovereign,  and  put  into  the  post  office,  on 
or  before  9  o'clock  on  Thursday  night  31st  instant,  he  pledges  himself 
that  no  injury  shall  be  done  either  to  the  premises  .where  they  may  ho 
found,  or  to  the  proprietor  of  such  premises,  and  he  will  attend  him- 
self to  convey  tbsm  away."  Belfast,  May  28,  1798. 

May  29«— Notice  was  givtnby  General  Nugent  requiring 

all  housekeepers 

••To  return  forthwith,  and  from  time  to  time,  to  me  or  to  the  So* 
vereign,  ffie  names  and  descriptions  of  all  etangera,  who  are  or  shall 
be  lodged  in  their  houses,  with  an  account  of  the  places  from  whence 
they  respectively  came  i  the  persons  who  shall  wilfully  neglect  a  regu- 
lation so  easy  and  salutary,  as.  well  as  persons  who  give  in  false  state- 
meets  of  their  inmates,  must  in  the  present  crisiB  abide  the  consequence 
•f  such  neglect." . 

May  30.— Agreeably  to^  information  received  by  General 
Nugent,  in  an  anonymous  note,  two  of  the  brass  Volunteer 
field  pieces,  were  found  secreted  under  ground,  in  a  coir- 
house,  belonging  to  Mr  George  Wamick  in  Northtftreet;  ia 
the  evening  also,  by  information,  two  other  pieces  were  found 
at  the  Short.  Strand,  they  were  lodged  in  the  artillery  barracks. 
On  the  same  day,  a  Merchant  in  this  town  gave  information  of 
his  having  two  ship  cannon  in  his  premises.  They  were  im- 
mediately sent  for,  and  conveyed  to  the  artillery  barracks. 

TJie  two  brass  field-pieces,  formerly  attached  to  the  Lis- 
barn  Volunteers,  were  yesterday  given  up  at  Lisbura  by  the 
persons  who  had  them  in  custody.  They  are  in  gtod  order, 
and  are  to  be  brought;  to  (bis  town, 
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■  Thompson,  Cotton  Printer,  was  sentenced  by  a 

Court  Martial  to  803  lashes  for  seditious  practices  ;  200  of 
'which  he  received/ the  remainder  was  remitted.  Kichard 
Magee  of  this  place,  and  five  other  persons  from  the  neigh- 
bouring towns,  were  s,erit  on  board  the  tender.  Seven  chaise*, 
with  prisoners  arrived  from  Newry,  and  were  lodged  in  the 
guard  -house. 

May  31.— -A  Tailor,  belonging  to  this  town,  received  fifty 
lashes,  charged  with  seditious  practices. 

June  2— 3— A  number  of  persons  were  sent  on  board. the 
tender. 

A  notice  was  issued  by  General  Nugent,  announcing  that 
many  persons  having  left  this  and  the  neighbouring  Jtowns, 
since  the  late  proclamation,  he  thinks  it  necessary  to  inform 
them,  that  unless  they  go  for  the  MBpose  of  residing  at  their 
liouses  in  the  country,  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  have 
passes  fpr  their  protection,  as  the  officers  have  directions'  to 
take  up  all  persons  who  do  not  reside  at  their  own  houses,  or 
canaot  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  themselves. 

June  4— Being  the  anniversary  of  the  Kino's  Birth,  the 
troops  in  garrison  and  yeomanry  fired  *fcu*de-jaye  in  honour 
of  the  occasion.     In  the  evening,  the  inhabitants   testified 
their  loyalty  by  *  general  and  splendid  illumination.     [[But, 
notwithstanding  the  previous  notice  (June  1,)  of  Genera]  Nu- 
gent^esiring  that  "  candles  should  not  be  placced  in  shops 
and  the  lower  apartments  of  houses,"  the  peaceable  inhabitants 
had  many  of  their  shops  and  parlour  windows  demolisbed4/br 
complying  with  the  proclamation.    The  Belfast  yeoman  infan- 
try were  particularly  active  in  this  attrocious  business.     This 
fact  is  unnotic  d  by  the  loyal  editor  of  the  Belfast  News-Letter, 
who  asserts  that   "  the  day  closed  with  the  utmost  good 
order/'— Editos/]  About  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  streets, 
were  marched  from  the  barracks  through  the  principal  troops 
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accompanied  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  party  of  the  ar- 
tillery, and  at  ten  o'clock  returned  to  their  quarters. 

A  great  number  of  the  gentlemen  and  inhabitants  were  to 
have  dined  together  in  the  same  evening  at  tfce  Excbange- 
Kooms,  but  in  a  consequence  of  a  notice  issded  by  General 
Nugent,  forbidding  all  public  entertainments,  Ac  till  the  coun- 
try should  be  in  a  more  settled  state ;  it  was  deferred  titt  a  fu- 
ture day. 

June  6— 7.— Were  apprehended  here,  Messrs  WHHam 
Tennent,  John  Hughes,  Samuel  Smith,  Robert  Hunter  and 
servant,  besides  several  others,  all  of  this  town. 

.  June  7 A  detachment  of  the  Monaghan  militia  and  a 

jiarty  of  artillery,  commandedby  LieutenantColone!  Derham, 
with  the  Belfast  troop  of  yeoman  cavalry,  marched  from  this 
town  to  the  attack  of  therebebat  Antrim.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  they  returned,  with  one  of  the  brass  field  pieces  lately 
attached  to  the  volunteer  corps*  which  they  had  taken  from  the 
rebels. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the  assemblages  of  rebels 
.  at  Larne,  Gienarm,  &c  the  utmost  exertion  was  used  by  Ge- 
neral Nugent,  -not  only  to  frustrate  and  defeat  their  designs, 
but  to  prevent  any  communication  with  any  disatfected  per- 
sons that  might  be  in  Belfast :  sentinels  were  placed  at  all  the 
outlets  from  town,  with  orders  to  let  no  person  pass,  those 
comipg  to  and  from  market  only  excepted. 

In  the  evening,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  received  arms, 
and  formed  a  Supplementary  Corps. 

BtffaiU  Junt  8,  1798. 
We,  whose  names  art  underwritten,  considering  ourselves  called  up- 
00,  as  loyal  subjects,  at  this  momentous  crisis,  to  stand  forward  in  dc 
fence  of  our  king  and  country,  and  of  the  properties  of  ourselves  and 
fellow-subjects  in  this  town  and  neighbourhood— have  this  day,  wH& 
the  approbation-  of  General  Nugent,  enrolled  ourselves  as  a  supplemen- 
tary division  of  the  corps  of  yeoman  infantiy,  under  th«  command  of 
Captain  Wallace ;  agreeably  to  aa  act  of  poriiament-ito  clothe  ««■ 
selves ,  mi  serve  without  pay*  ($%ned») 
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John  Holme*, 
James  T.  Kennedy, 
Henry  Joy, 
William  Bruce, 
Patrick  Vance, 
Alexander  Blackwell, 
Satnuel  Brown* 
HenrjyRowan, 
Williatfi  Seed, 
James  Williamson, 
Joftn  Torcade* 
William  Emerson, 
Thomas  tyrown, 
Thomas  M'Comh, 


William  Magee, 
John  Cunningham, 
Thomas  Whinnery, 
Robert  Linn* 
Hugh  Crawford, 
John  Sloan, 
jjobtrt  Callwell, 
Robert  Wiriinfe, 
Robert  Patterson, 
John  M'Cammon, 


Victor  Coates, 
Patrick  Connor, 
James  Ferguson, 
J  ohn  Johnston, 
David  Tomb, 
Allen  Barklje, 
Robert  Hy adnata, 
William  Magee, 
John  Hamilton, 
William  Spencer, 


B.  Stevenson— o#  Surgeon,  J.  Kennedy,  Jun. 
James  Carson  William*  Ritchie, 

James  Luke, »  George  Sloan,     _ 

Robert  Mathews,  Hugh  MagUl, 

And  seventeen  offers* 


'    Daring  these  disturbed  times,  several  gentlemen  and  their 
families  have,    within  these  few  days,   came  in  from  -theis 
country  seats  to  reside  in  town ;  end  number  df  ladies,  and    • 
their  families,  sailed  from  this  Port  for  England  and  Scot* 
land.  -        . 

Jane  12.— The  insurrection  broke  out  in  the  County  of 
Down,  in  consequence  of  wtiicb,  tins  town  is  crowded  with 
famines,  who  have  fled  here  for  shelter  from  the-rebelsv 

WiHtam  Magill  was  executed  on  a   lamp-post,  opposite 
the  Market-house,  pursuant  to   sentence  of  Court  Martial, 
,  for  swearing  soldiers  from  their  allegiance. 

BATTLE  OF  BALLYNAHINCH. 

June  12.— In  consequence  of  orders  from  Major  General 
Nugent,  the  troops  quartered  in  this  town,  consisting  of  the 
22d  Light  Dragoons,  Monaghan  Militia,  Fifeshire  Feucibles  y, 
and  Yeoman  cavalry  and  infantry  corps,  with  their  dift* 
ferent  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  detachment  of  the  Royal  Irish 
artillery,  commanded  by  Major  General  Barber,  marched 
out*  (at  eleven  a.  m.)  to  meet  the  rebels  encamped  at  Saint- 
field.  These  troops  were  replaced  by  200  of  the  Loyal  Tay 
Fencibles  from  Carrickfergus,  a  party  of  the  Breadalbane 
Feucibles,,  and  a  troop  of  the  24th  Light  Dragoons  from 
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Armagh.  Immediately  after  the  troops  left  town,  the  inha- 
bitants were  ordered  to  shut  their  shops  and  keep  in  their 
houses,  and  remain  quiet.  Sentinels  were  placed  at  the  dift. 
ferent  streets  and  avenues  of  the  town,  to  prevent  any  dis- 
turbance. On  the  arrival  of  the  troys  at  §aintneld,  the 
rebels  retreated  to  Ballynahincb,  where  they  were  completely 
routed  that  day  and  early  the  following  morning. 

The  Cannonading  was  distinctly  heard  in  this  town  during 
the   action. 

On    Tuesday    and    Wednesday,   the    shops    were    shut; 
the  streets  and  avenues  guarded  by  the  Loyal  Tay  and  Bread, 
albane  Fencibles,  the  Yeomanry  corps,  and  the    1st  Com* 
psny  of  Supplementary  Yeomen,  and  no  person  was  allow- 
ed to  be  on  the  street,  but  the  military.    This  restriction  was 
taken  off  when  the  army  returned  about  4  p.  M.  on  Wednes- 
day.    They  hack  with  them  eight  swivels  taken  front  the  in* 
surgents,  two  stands  of  colours,  a  jacket  taken  from  one  of 
their  chiefs,  who  was  killed,  a  fc#  pikes,  and  three  barrels  of 
gunpowder.     Three  prisoners  were  also  brought  in  ;  and  ia^ 
the  evening  two  more,  by  a  detachment  of  the  Belfast  cavalry. 
.  Many  of  the  soldiers  were  loaded  with  plunder  taken   from 
the  houses  of  the  insurgents,  a  great  number  of  horses  were 
also  brought  in. 

On  the  following  day,  three  car  loads  of  arms  were  sent 
in  by  the  Insurgents  in  the  county  of  Down,  and  deposited 
in  the  artillery  barracks.  Three  troops  of  the  Lancashire 
Light  Dragoons,  arrived  here  on  Wednesday  evening,  and 
three  the  following  day  from  Cairickfergus,  where  they  landed 
from  Portpatrick. 

On  Tuesday,  Richard  McClelland  Surgeon  and  Druggi* 
and  John  Campbell,  Apothecary,  were  taken  into  custody. 
'  On  Thursday,  the  principal  Merchants  gave  notice,  tjwt 
w  wishing  in  this  momentous  crisis,  to  accommodate,  as  far  *s 
in  our  power,  the  troops  who  have  so  gallantly  stood  forth 
in  fcfence  of  our  lives  and  properties,  have  resolved,  that 
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during  the  continuance  of the  present  disturb anies,  to  rec 
ceive,  in  all  cases,  notes  of  the  bank  of  Ireland,  at  cash,  and 
exhort  all  our  fellownubjects  in  town  and  country  to  do  the 

same.  *  

1 50  pikes,  and  a  few  old,  muskets,,  were  given  up  at  Do* 
naghadee,  and  brought  to  this  town  by  the  Belfast  cavalry* 

Mr  George  Warnick,  in  whose  house  too  of.  the  volunteer 
cannon  were  lately  found,  was  apprehended  in  Newry,  posting, 
un^ei:  a  fictitious  name,  with  a  forged  pass;  as  was  also  Alex* 
finder  Clark,  clock-maker  of  this  town,  haying  a  forged  pais. 
They  were  both  brought  into  town  on  Thursday,  and  lodged 
*tt  ***e*^ew  ^ns,  now  converted  into  a  prison. 

In  the  course  of  &u*day>  (June  X.6)  upwards  of40  prisoners 
mere  broughrin  here,  some*.^m  the  neighbourhood  of  New- 
townards,  and  others, from  that  of  Antrim;  among  whom  are 
three  clergymen. 

There  are  about  130  priafl^e*  at  present  coined  in  this 
garrison*  A  prison  ship  now -fies  in  the  Lough  for  u*  n»nep« 
tlon  of  such  persons  whose  trials  are  not  expected  soon  te 
take  place*    She  it  about  300  tons  burthen. 

June  17.— A  detachment;  of  the  Fifesjiire  Fencibles,  and  a 
party  of  the  Monaghan  -Militia,  marched  for  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  Saintfield  and  Comber,  to  put  the  proclamation  in  ex- 
ecution, by.  destroy irg  the  houses  ,of  the  insurgents,  unless 
they  deliver  up  their  arms  and  leaders. 

June  18.— The  Sutherland  Fencible  Highlanders*  J,  100 
strong,  commanded  by  Colonel  Weyms,  arrived  this  day 
from  Scotland. 

The  Scotch  Royals  arrived  this  morning  in  the  Lough* 

DECLARATION  OF  THE  YEOMAN  CAVALRY. 
June  18.— At  this  awful  period,  when  a  most  savage 
and  unnatural  rebellion  has  broken  out  in  some  parts  of  this 
kingdom,  the  Belfast  Troop  af  Yeoman  Cavalry  think  a  ge*e» 
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n*  declaration  of  loyalty  aqd  fidelity  lo  his  Majesty  and  the 
constitution  absolutely  necessary. 

'  Jtssefseif,  tkw/fc*,— That  every  member  of  the  troop,  and  all  peW 
who  may  hereafter  be  admitted,  thaU  subscribe  the  following  de- 
claration t— 

We,  whose  names  are, hereunto  subscribed,  in  the  presence  of  Cod, 
do  solemnly  declare  our  utter  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  all  foreign 
Interference  in  the  affairs  of  tins' kingdom,  of  the  atrocious  insurrection 
now  existing,  and  of  all  secret  cabals  and  private  eonsphracies.4o  subwrt 
or  new-medel  ths  constitution,  without  tbe  joint  consent  of  ^lagt Lold% 
and  Commons  in  parliament  ;  and  that  we  will  use  our  utmost  en- 
deavours to  defeat  the  designs  of  all  seditious  and  disaffected  pew*. 
whether  existing  under  the  denomination  of  Unit**  Manias*,  *  othfr 
•  traitorous  association.  (Signed) 

W.  Rainey,  Captain,    Samuel  H.  Batt,  George  i^jjner, 

C.  Skinner,  \  ,.  James  Brlstow,  Robert  Bradshaw, 

8.  Smith,     f      U  /     Thomas  Knox  Ms#**     T-  *-•  Stewart, 
J,  H.  Houston,  \  -_   John  S.  Fw*>*>        Bdward  May,  Ju*> 
J.  Dickson,      i      *Edward  *•  Soaith»         Anthony  O'Connor, 
J.  Smith,     \  J,  •***  Smith,  Jun.       Alexander  Turnip 

A,  Gordon,  Icorprb    John  Cranston,  Francis  HamiUpflt 

M.  Lepper,  )  Joh*  Hisses,  Ju*»      "  Morgan  Jdlet, 

Belfast  x  William  Gregg,  Cunningham  Gflfri 

C,  Kw*mgtou,  George  Langtry,  Alexander  Hffl, 

JohnJocelyn,  James  Joyce,  Bartholontey  Fsller» 

Vesey  Knox,  *  George  Sinclaire,  Val,  Joyce, 

Arthur  Chichester,         John  Ferguson,  *  N.  Grimshaw,  to- 

James  Douglas,  and  nineteen  others.    •. 

June  25,~Meeting8  were  held  by  two  coDgregadow  of 

protestanfc  dissenters  in  to*ri,  when  addresses  to  the  Maiq1"5 

Cornwallis  were  unanimously  agreed  to,  «?  coisgraljflaltog  blS 

Excellency  on  his  appointment  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  J* 

land,  and  commander  in  chief.  They  express,  irr  the  warm*8* 

terras,  -their  respect  for  his  Excellency's  wisdom  and  %*» 

their  loyalty  to  their  king,  and  attachment  to  the  awrftttjia* 

They  declare  an  abhorMnce  of  *1L  foreign  iaterfewH* »» the 

affairs  of  Ireland,"  Ac 

June  26.— Sensible  of  the  essential  services  rendered  to  the  txwM 
hy  the  exertions  of  the  Yeomanry  of  Ireland  in  general,  "^^^ 
especially  convinced  that  the  expence  and  loss  of  time  wC^i<m^ 
*j*ilitary  duty,  are  ojsprpportJoiied  to  thf  cftciunatSUCCS  sCW*** 
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Belfest  fciftatry,«~We,  who  are  debarred  from  present  service  by  ina- 
bility, or  indispensible  avocations,  are  anxious  to  testify  our  readiness 
to  co-operate  vdth^our  countrymen  in  arms,  by  every  means  in  out 
power.  We*  therefore,  hereby  agree  tp  pay  the  sums  annexed  to  our 
names,  for.  the  purpose  ff  forming  a  fund  for  the  assistance  of  such 
members  of  the  yeomanry  corps  of  Belfast,  as  may  be  reduced  to  db-  ' 
tress  by  any  accident  or  calamity  attending  the  service." 


WittUmBtfsttv,      *  11    7 

CRanken,            *  56  17 

.  J.  Ewing    •       -        -  25    0 

Vsi.  Jones       -       -  5  13 

Y*l*  Jones,  Jan.    -  11    7 

William  Msgee        .  11    7 

Hugh  Crawford        -  11    7 

Robert  Getty          -  5  13 
Thomas  Stewart        -11     7 

James  M«DonneUY  5  13 

John  Sinclair        -'  11     T 

T.  &  W.  Sinclair     -  22  15 

Thomas  Lyons       •  11    7 

John  Robinson     '  -  II    7 


6 
6 
0 
9 

e. 

6 

6 

9' 

6 

9 

0 
6 
6 


Robert  Thomson 
Gilbert  M'llveen 
John  Russell 
Thomas  Cumming 
Samuel  Gibson 
John  Clarke 
A.  J.  Barnett 
(amnel  Woplsey 
William  Burgess 
J.  Cunningham 
HughXairns 
Francis  Davis 
Andrew  finkerton 
{And  9tkart.) 
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The  trial,  of  James  DiciLap,  (attorney  from  Cromlin) 
•barged  with  treason  and  rebtHion  at  Antrim  on  the  7th  of 
Jmwe,  commenced,  at  the  Exchange  rooms.  On  Thursday 
the  prisoner  was  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged* 
arid  his  head  cut  off  and  placed  on  the  market- house,  which 
sentence  was  put  in  execution  the  same  evening  between  the 
hours  of  8  and  9  o'clock. 

June  28,  29— The  Sutherland  Fenciblea  marched  from 
this  town  for  Dundalk. 

June  29^— About  &  o'clock  the  court  proceeded  on  the  trial 
-«f  John  Storey,  Printer  of  Belfast,  who  was  charged  with 
being  a  rebel  leader  at  the  battle  of  Antrim.  The  prisoner 
being  found  guilty,  was,  on  the  following  day  hanged  at  the 
market-bouse,  and  the  head  being  seVered  from,  the  body, 
was  placed  on  a  spike  on  the  top  of  the  market-house. 

July  2.— William  Kean,  a  prisoner  charged  with  treason 
and  rebellion,  made  his  escape  from  confinement—A  general 
search  was  immediately  made  throughout  all  the  houses  i* 
16  *  * 
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town,  and  a  notice  from  James  Derham,  Colonel  Commandant, 
published— falling  on  the  inhabitants  to  assist  in  discovering 
and  delivering  up  said  Kean,  "  who  is  now  concealed  or  har- 
boured in  some  part  of  this  town.  And -shall  it  be  found 
hereafter,  that  said  traitor  has  been  concealed  by  any  person 
or  persons,  or  by  the  knowledge  or  connivance  of  any  person 
or  persons  of  this  town  and  its  neighbourhood,  or  that  they 
or  any  of  them  have  known  of  the  place  of  his  concealment, 
and  shall  not  have  given  notice  thereof  .to  the  commandant 
of  this  town,  such  person's  bouse  will  be  burned,  and  the 
Cmneitbenot  hanged  J" 

Vest  numbers  of  prisoners  still  continued  to  be  brought  is 
from  the  country. 

A  court  of  inquiry  continues  to  sit  at  the  New  Inn,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  charges  against  the  persons  is 
custody.  Those  that  have  not  been  very  active,  are  either 
discharged  or  sent  on  board  the  tender;  but  such  whose  guilt 
appears  manifest,  supported  by  creditable  witnesses,  are  giws 
up  to  be  tried  by  court-martial. 

July  6.-24  persons  were  sent  on  board  the  tender ;  oo  the 
7th  twenty-one,  and  on  the  llth  and  12th,  upwards  of  sixty* 

Hugh  Grimes,  found  guilty  of  being  a  rebel  leader  *t 
Creevy  Rocks  and  at  Ballynahinch,  was  hanged  at  the  mar- 
ket-house. 

11.— Henry  B vers  being  found  guilty  of  treason  and 
rebellion  at  Ballynahinch,  was  this  day  hanged,  and  his  head 
*'   being  severed  from  his  body,  was  placed  on  a  spike  on  the 
market-house. 

To  the  Inhabitant*  qf  Belfast. 

This  is  to  ghre  notice,  that  if  any  person  is  taken  up  by  the 
patrolcs  after  ten  o'clock,  he  will  be  fined  five  shillings  &*" thc 
benefit  of  the  poor.  If  the  delinquent  is  not  able  to-pay  five 
shillings,  he  will  be  brought  to  a  drum  liead  ^court-marM  *fl(f 
will  receive**]  00  lashes. 

JAMES  DERHAM,  Colonel  Command^ 
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.    15.— -The  Belfast  .Cavalry  were  put  off  permanent  duiy  at 
were  the  infantry  on  the  4th  of  August 

7.— l'liia  day  came  on  the  trial  of  H.  Joy  M'Cbacken, 
for  being  in  arms  at  Antrim-  on  the  7th  of  June.  Being  found 
guilty,  the  prisoner  was  hanged  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening: 
hit  body  was  given  to  his  friends. 

49.— The  entire  yeomanry  of  Belfast  were  inspected  by 
Brigade  Major  Haughton.  The  total  number  belonging  to 
Belfast,  regularly  armed,  clothed/  and  disciplined,  it  upwards 
•f  400,  of  whom  60  are  cavalry. 

.30.— A  meeting  was  held  to  appoint  a  treasurer  and  com- 
mittee, and  transact  other  business  relative  to  the  disposal  of 
the  money  subscribed  for  clothing,  &c.  for^he  Belfast  yeoman 
infantry.  Mr  Samuel  Brown  was  appointed  treasurer,  and  the 
Hob.  C.  Skeffington,  Val.  Jones,  Jun.  John  Ewing,  Thomas 
Lyons,  John  Robinson,  Hugh  Crawford,  and  Charles  Ranken,  * 
a  committee. 
The  following  additional  subscriptions  were  received :      . 


. 

£.    9.    d. 

£    «.    d. 

William  Johnston 

3    S    3    WilUam  M<Cance      - 

11    T    8 

Henry  Hasktt 

5  13    9    William  Napier      - 

2    5    8 

"  George  ftf^erran 

2    5    8    Robert  Greenlaw     - 

2    5     8 

DrA.  Haliday 

5  IS    9    Marquifrof  Donegall  1 
3    8    3    {tamd  tubtcription)  f 

200    0 

Andrew  Pinkerton    -  - 

David  Af 'Tear 

5  IS    D    George*  Myers 

.1    2    8 

J  Hvtfh  Hyndman 

5  13    8    William  Stevenson  *- 

11    7    8 

Robert  Hodgson  -  -/ 

12    9    John  t-uke 

2    5    8 

Campbell  Sweeny 

4  11    0    Patton  &  M'AHUter 

2    5    8 

*  Akiander  Black 

2    5    •    Hugh  Wilson  &  Son 

5  13    8 

^JehnTisdall 

2*6    Roomer  &  Watt 

4  11   a 

liaacPatton   -      - 

3    8    3   James  M*Cleery 

2    5    8 

John  Ashmore 

3    8    3    Jiiss  Patterson 

2    5    8 

William  Bateson 

11    7    8    James  Holmes 

a   7  8 

Sam*  &  And.  M*  Clean 

3    8    3    Adam  M*Clean        - 

8  8  8 

Oindotken.) 

August  1 Q.— The  guards  placed  on  the  different  outposts  of 
this  town  w*re  taken  off,  and  the  exfra  Staff  attached  to  Mfa» 
-,  jor-Gentral  Nugent,  dis continued. 
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At  night,  two  houses  were  set  fire  to  in  Upper  Malone- 
The  piquet  of  the  Lancashire  light  dragoons,  immediate)/)  on 
observing  the  lire,  hastened  into  town ;  and  between  the  time 
they  had  passed  Bridge-street  to  give  the  alarm*  til)  the/  were 
ready  to  go  out  with  assistance,  a  rope  was  fixed  across  the 
street,  which  nearly  overturned  three  or  four  the  dragoon* 
going  out; 

17. — The  heads  of  Docket,  Brims,  and  Storey,  were,  by 
order  of  General  Nugent,  taken  off  the  market-house. 

21. — "  The  accounts  from  Belfast  do  not  present  a  shorter 
list  ,of  military  executions  than  usual.  A  Dozen  per  day  seem 
to  be  about  the  number  of  unfortunate  men  who  su& 
fer!l"  (London  Courier.) — The  total  number,  who  ban 
suffered  in  the  town  since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion, 
amounts  only  to  six  persons..  Within  the  above  period; tl 
persons  have  been  executed  in  the  province  of  Ulster— a  nom* 
ber  comparatively  small,  considering  how  many  were  im- 
plicated— (Belfast  Nenfs-Letter.) 

28.— Intelligence  having  been  received  of  the  landing  of 

••  the  French  at  Ktlhria,  the  Belfast  yeoman  infantry  were  again 

put  6n  permanent  diJty ;  and  the  Monaghan  mBitta,  and  t/* 

different  yeemattry  corps  received  orders  to  hold  themselves  u 

readmess  at  a  moment's  warning.  ,- 

September  7.— Strong  patroles  of  cavalry  hart  h**  ** , 
oat  <m  the  roads  reading  from  this  town  these  few  night's  pa* 
On  Tuesday  night  about  150  persons  were  taken  up,***^* 
.  fined  in  the  DonegaH-Arms  during  the  night,  being  found  ^ 
'  tSe  street  after  nine  o'clock, 

October  15.— A  subscription  wee  entered  into**  IsjbalM 
those  who  were  wounded,  and  the  widows  and  children  w 
tboae  who4e»  m  the  notions  with  the  French  and  rebels  d^ 
Ibe  late  invasion. 

Nov.  SO— The  south  range  of  building  of  the  'line*** 
occupied  for  sometime  past  as  a  horse  barrack, >ai #** 
pletely  destroyed  by  an  accidental  fire. 
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.  .December  28.w-On  Tuesday  last,  a  number  ^f  .persons  who 
w£re  confined  in  the  prevot  prison,  were  sent  on  board  a 
,  prison -ship  lying  in  the  lottghv-»PrisoBe?s  stiil  continue  to  be 
brougfit  in  from  the  country. 

'         DECLARATION. 

UVe,  the  subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  town  and  suburbs  of 

Belfast,  who  are  not  enrolled  in  any  military  corps,  having 

•een  the  declaration  of  the  Belfast  troop  of  yeoman  cavalry,  do 

highly  approve  of  the  same,  <yc— -(See  page  487.)* 

Win.  Bristow  Sovereign,     Stewart  Banks,      f  Val.  Jones, 

fcbbert  Thomson,  Thdt.  Lyons,  Ol&P*rt9  A.  HalWay, 

John  .Gait  Smith, 

John  Ashmore, 

Henry  Walsh, 

Joh«  Ewing, 

James  Harper, 

John  Luke, 

Thomas  Hughes, 


Thomas  Stewart, 
William  Magee, 
James  Alex.  M*Crea, 
J*£n  Cnnninghana, 
John  Kirkpatrick, 
William  Burgess, 
John  Hughes, 


Hu.  Graham  C&rrick  RUl>  John  Knox, 


John  Sincktufe, 
Andrew  J.  Barnett, 
'  T.  O'Keill,  2d  Academy 
John  Tisdall 
Isaac  Moreland,  Lodge 
VHliam  Radcllffc 
James  Kilbee 


Hugh  Hyndmsn* 
William  Bell, 

Robert  Grogan 
James  Ainsworth 
George  Bradford 
Francis  Davis 


Alexander  Orr, 
G.  M'llveen,  Jutt. 
Hercules  M'Coaab, 
Samuel  Woolsey, 
R.WallaccJ3ru%e-«i 
Robert  Telfair, 
-  John  Robinson, 
George  Fprcade, 
Thomas  Ash9 
Hugh  Cairns,         ' 
Edward  Lindsay 
Christopher  Strsaf 
James  Abernethy 
John  Getty 


Wo,  Thompson,  jun-   James  Suffer* 
(and  43  others.) 


:,  1799.       . 

March   25 Robert  Hunter,    Robert    Simms,  Wflliajn. 

Tennenv  and  Rev.  Steele  Dickson,  were  .put  on  board  the 

<  yessel  in  which  the  state  prisoners  were  conveyed  from  Dublin, 

[[viz.    Thomas     Addis    Emmet,     John    Sweetman,     John 

Chambers,  Arthur  and  Jloger  O'Conner,  John  Swiney,  Edward 

.Hudson,  Joseph  Cormick/W.  J.  M'Neven,  Matthew  Do wlinfj, 

r  Thomas  Russel,  Hugh  Wilson,  William  Dowdall,  Georgi 

Cummingt  Samuel  Efeilson,  and  Joseph  Cuthbert]  la  the  *ft&« 

noon,  she  sailed  for  ber  destination,  which  is  Understood  to  fee 

fort  Georgia  in  Inverness-shire  ScdtbttcL 


4M      '  THK  HISTORY  OF  BELFAST;  •       (lf» 

April  11.— A  Court  Martial  met  at  the  Donegafl  Anas. 
April  17.— Ten  prisoners  were  brought  Jo  *nd  lodged  in 
die  prevot  prison  by  e  party  of  horae  and  feodum  infantry, 
from  Antrim,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Murphy. 

May  1  7.-3jcorgb  Dixon  (who  called  himself  General  Holt,) 
havingbeenfbundgiultybythecourt^o»itialoru^aaonandFe^« 
.  lion,  robtringhis  Majesty's  soldiers  of  their  arms,  and  assisting  the 
rebels  at  Bandabtown  on  the  7th  June,  1798,  6c.  was  this 
day  brought  from  the  prison  to  the  market-house,  and  after 
spending  some  time  in  devotion,  was,  launched  into  eternity  s 
little  after  one  o'clock.  The  rope  by  which  he  was  st  fort 
suspended  giving  way,  he,  in  the  act  of  falling*  caught  bold  of 
the  ladder,  and  then  remained  till  it  was  equated  ^-IJkey«PC 
similar  culprits  who  had  lately  sulered,  he  would  not  allot^ 
his  tee  to  be  covered. 

The  court  martial  sat  from  the  20th  to  30th  May,  and  con- 
demned several  prisoners  to  serve  the  King  of  Prussia. 

The  court  martial  at  the  Donegall-arms  was  dissolved  as 
the  13th  June. 
June  6— A  man  was  brought  into  the  prevot  with  a  pftf 
June  12-— Two  men  were  lodged  in  the  prevot. 
July  1.— It  is  computed  that  Linen  Cloth  to  the  amount 
of  £100,000  was  exported  from  this  port  in  the  course  of  last 
Week. 

.  October  4*— The  noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  freeholders  of 
the  county  of  Antrim,  to  the  amount  of  1500,  signed  snd 
,  published  a  declaration  in  favour  of  a  legislative  Union  be- 
JNuen  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  . 

October  7^— His  Excellency,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  arrived 
at  the  Marquis  of  Donegall'a  house  about  three  o'clock,  sflJ 
was  immediately  waited  upon  by  the  sovereign  and  burgesssi, 
who  presented  him  with  the  freedom  of  the  corporation  w' 
dhe  following  address  :«■» 


J 
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To  his  Excellency  Charles,  Marquis  Cornwalli*,  Lord 
Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 
We,  the  Sovereign  and  Burgesses  of  the  Corporation  of  Belfast,  beg 
leaye  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  your  arrival  in  this  town,  and 
to  assure  you  that  we  are  impressed  with  sentiments  of  lively  gratitude 
for  the.important  benefits  which  have  resulted  to  this  kingdom  from  the 
humanity,  wisdom,  and  firmness  of  your  Excellency's  administration. 
Convinced  that  a  Legislative  Union  with  Great  Britain  founded  on 
equal  and  liberal  principles,  will  be  productive  of  interior  egncord  and 
tranquillity  to  this  nation,  and  of  general  power,  happiness,  and  eonse- 
«Xbence  to  the  empire  at  large.*— We  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
%b  your  Excellency  our 'approbation  of  the  discussion  of  the  measure' in 
Parliament,  under  a  £rm  conviction  that  in  compliance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  our  most  excellent  and  gracious  Sovereign!  such  a  system . 
of  Unldn  wfll  be  agreed  on  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  two  countries  at 
will  effectually  remove  distrust,  banish  jealousies,  and  equalise  the 
reciprocal  interest  of  the  Sister  Kingdoms* 

Entertaining' the  highest  respect  and  esteem  for  your  Excelleney^  f 
sjharacter,  we  request  permission  to  have  the  honour  of  enrolling  your 
Excellency's  Name  among  the  Freemen  of  this  Town. 

t  To  which,  hit  Excellency  wai  pleased  to  return  the  follow- 
ing answers—  * 
To  the  Sovereign  and  Burgesses  of  the  Corporation  of  Belfast. 

I  feel  most  sensibly  the  flattering  expressions  with.  Which  you  hava 
honoured  the  conduct  of  my  Administration. 

It  likewise  affords  me  the  highest  gratification  to  find  that  ..the 
flourishing  and  populous  town  of  Belfast  concurs  with  me  in  the  desire 
that  the  important  measure  of  a  Legislative  Union  with  Great  Britain, 
founded  on  equal'  and  liberal  principles,  ihouW  undergo  a  cool  an* 
prejudiced  discussion  $  persuaded  as  I  am  that  it  opens  the  fairejj 
prospect  for  composing  the  jealousies  and  animosities  which  have  so 
loftg  distracted  this  kingdom,  and  for  securing^in  future  the  liberty 
and  welfare  of  the  whole  British  fmpire^  ^ 

I  accept  with  great  satisfaction  the  honour  of  the  Freedom  of  the 
Town  of  Belfast. 

In  the  evening  his  Exdfiency  was  entertained  at  dinner  in 
the  Donegal!  Arms,  by  the  principal  merchants  andgentlemea 
•f  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

About  this  time  the  Orange  lodge  of  Belfast,  No.  145, 
published  resolutions  in  favour  of  the  Union. 

Dec  IS— A  general  Cwurt  Martial  sat  in  fcelfatt. 
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Fwqiif  tit  murders  were  perpetrated  aixmt  this  time  in  tbe 
County  Antrim. 

Dec  29. — The  four  companies  of  Belfast  Infantry,  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Belfast  Troop,  and  one  of  the  23d  Dragoon*, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Haughton,  marched  at  jnme 
o'clock  from  town,  and  completely  scoured  the  whole  parisk 
of  Carnmoney,  and  brought  in  seven  prisoners,  who  w«rt 
lodged  in  prison. 

1800.  , 

April  8.— This  morning  upwards  of  40  persons  were  brought 
in  prisoners  from  the  parish  of  Canuponey  suspected  of  mal« 
practices. 

1801. 

January  1.— The  Unioh  Fla*  was  hoisted  at  the  market* 
house,  and  at  one  o'clock  a  royal  salute  was  fired  by  the 
jroyal  artillery  in  garrison,  in  consequence  of  the  Legislative 
Union  between  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
taking  place. 


BcItast  : 
Priattd  by  Gt orge  ferwiefe 
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